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UNDERGROUND ‘TIME CAPSULE’ AT
COOBER PEDY A TOMB OF
REMEMBRANCE TO 60s & 70s MINERS

Photos:

Margaret Mackay ©

Early Cretaceous Coober Pedy Sandstone Relief Panel depicting a character reminiscent of Priapus ‘The Protector’ in Ancient Greek mythology.
Suggestions are that the underground artwork may have been influenced by Priapus the Greek god of fertility whose symbol was an exaggerated phallus.
The mythical Priapus is the protector of livestock, gardens, fruit, plants, and male genitalia. (Artist currently unknown, but thought to be Arvid Von Blumentals)
An underground ‘time capsule’ in Coober Pedy has
revealed artwork thought to have been sculpted and
painted during the 60s and 70s era, when the wheels
of fortune were turning for Coober Pedy.

Common-law lease holder Mr. Brett Trueman believes
that the preservation of the site would provide a form of
immortality to the existence of the many hardworking
opal miners memorialised within the underground tomb.

The vast array of artwork spread across 5 underground
rooms is relatively intact and records a space in time when
post-war immigrants to Australia began carving new lives
in places such as Coober Pedy, that has since become a
well known multicultural success story.

“I believe the ‘discovery’ (if you like) provides a valuable
resource in tracing the footprint of early migrants that
worked on the opal fields as a form of survival. We need
to start respecting the heritage on our opal mining fields
before it is gone without a trace,” he said.

When opal miners living and working with simple tools
carved, etched, or painted their names in this underground
grotto they unwittingly created their own memorial.

The underground time-piece evolved at a time when the
Government itself was introducing a policy of post war
immigration to sustain our economy. This period in our
history (multiculturalism) is memorialised at Shell Patch.
Why wouldn’t we the people, and the Government
likewise, want to preserve such a memorial?”

During the 60s and 70s, both the 8 Mile and the Shell
Patch opal miners formed intellectual gathering places and
social hubs after work and on weekends as 'go-to' places.

Since 1945, almost seven million people have migrated to
Australia and cultural diversity became one of Coober Pedy
greatest strengths, and central to our national identity.
“The fact that there isn’t any structural memorial to opal
miners at all in a town that is known across the globe as
the Opal Capital of the World beggars belief,” said Mr.
Trueman.
“This particular spot at the water reserve was customarily
a residential zone and includes the dwelling known locally
as Bob’s Hut another time-piece with valuable memoirs to
it’s credit.”
“Sadly we found out the details of the land allocation too
late so the idea now, at the 11th hour, is to excise the two
residential “lease areas” from the new mining zone at Shell
Patch without it interfering with the ballot,” he said.
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The Opal Capital of
the World
*Coober Pedy - situated on the largest
formation of opal in the world
*Spacious underground living
*Beautiful Opal Gemstones
*Over 40 Nationalities living together

Please Drive Carefully and
remember
Coober Pedy is a lizard
friendly town
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PROVISIONAL HERITAGE LISTING
PENDING AT SHELL PATCH

Story and photos: Margaret Mackay ©
From Page 1

The old workings come dugout at Shell Patch
was used as the film location for scenes from
a BBC docmentary The World About Us, filmed
at Coober Pedy in 1973 and based on Rena
Briand’s book, “White Man in a Hole”. The
documentary was aired on British television
12 May 1974.

Mr. Trueman said he was slightly reassured by
members of the Coober Pedy Miner’s Association
that no one was interested in mining those spots.

“I believe that stronger security will help to ensure
preservation of this existing memorial that contains
the evidence of the lives of opal miners during a
significant period in our history. Over the years
locals have put time into caring for the ‘dwellings’
and were not aware there was a risk of it ending
up as wasted mullock! To this end a Heritage
Nomination has been lodged with the appropriate
government department”, said Mr. Trueman.

The BBC Synopsis read: White Man in a Hole
with Rena Briand
Opal fever has attracted fortune-seekers from
all over the world to dig and burrow into the
heart of Australia in search of the exquisite
and timeless opal.

According to the Mines Department Handbook
‘Opal South Australia’s Gemstone’, Shell Patch
along with Whiskey [Opal Field] was “worked
in 1954 and perhaps as early as 1923 with major
activity during 1962/3”.

The world's richest opal field, Coober Pedy,
lies in the middle of a vast sunburnt plain; the
population live underground, like moles,
sheltering from the heat, dust and flies. There
are educated men and illiterate men, crooks,
crackpots and vagabonds - all seized by the
same insatiable hunger for opal.

“Shell Patch is a significant field in Coober Pedy’s
opal mining history and a documented timeline
of individual movement appears not to exist, so
now would be the time,” said Trueman.

The BBC film crew at Coober Pedy were:
Bob Saunders Producer
John Tellick Sound
Ray Henman Camera
Noel Carius Lighting
BBCTV London 1973

The old 60s dugout contains considerable historic
artwork, notable signatures; several paintings and
wall carvings potentially of great value in a
heritage, tourism and commercial sense.
A painting that adorns one wall of the underground dugout is that of an Aboriginal wadi with
spear. Artist and 70s opal miner Kelvin Sheils
signature appears under the near life-sized bust
(viz Kel Sheils)
Artist Kelvin Sheils told the Coober Pedy Regional
Times that he, together with his son Andrew spent
many months each year during the 70s opal
mining and living at Shell Patch.
The old dugout that has been locked up for the
best part of two decades was originally a working
mine, but as the workings became exhausted,
like many mines it transformed into living quarters
for opal miners.

Unknown Wadi at underground location
Artist: Kelvin Sheils (early 70s opal miner)

“The original mine where that dugout is now,
was on a grey run”, said Kelvin who was living
at the Shell Patch during the period when Swiss
occupant Walter Leuch left the fields, and
Crocodile Harry arrived in Coober Pedy and
became the new occupant.
“The dugout wasn’t particularly a party house,”
he said.
Kelvin recalls that when Walter Leuch left Coober
Pedy. “He firstly moved to Adelaide but it was
too cold for him there so he moved to
Queensland. He died a bit later on,” said Kelvin.
Kelvin and his then 15 year old son Andy later
worked on the Olympic field with a noodling
machine, approximately 1974.
Author of ‘White Man in a Hole’ Rena Briand
was also a visitor to the Shell Patch in 1969. In
her book Rena describes her visit to the Shell
Patch field with young Australian opal miner Gil
Ukena.

Above: Part of the kitchen at the old dugout where Rena Briand
and Gil Ukena signed the wall in memory of that visit
LEFT: A screen shot taken from the video
“White Man in a Hole” (BBC 1973). Harry (Arvid
Von Blumentals) being interviewed by author
Rena Briand at his Shell Patch dugout.

“.....We were just talking about the Shell Patch,”
I remarked, and told Gil I’d like to visit the field
but didn’t know the track. He offered to take me
after completing his deal.”[pg 81 WMIH]

During his life in Coober Pedy, Crocodile Harry, an
artist, was known as a man who loved women.

According to Kelvin Sheils, Gil Ukena's father,
an electrician initiated the noodling industry.. “He
discovered that opal became flourescent when
they took a black (UV) light out one night and
shone it on the workings.”

A significant piece of art on another wall is a tastefully
painted nude. The subject, a brunette with wavy hair.
The question fairly arises, is the painting Harry’s fantasy
of the author Rena Briand? If not, then who?

Kelvin recalled another Shell Patch identity, old Vic
Williams from Mt Clarence cattle station who lived
in a corrugated iron hut on the Shell Patch field. “He
was blind and couldn't see the opal but he could
hear the clink. When he died they went down into
his claim and found opal everywhere”, said Kelvin.
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Unlike Harry’s second dugout at the 4 mile, the Shell
Patch premises is otherwise devoid of female ‘objects
of art.’ (Fellow artist Kelvin Sheils has confirmed that
he did not paint the nude whilst at the Shell Patch.)
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‘ROLL OF MEMORIES’ at Shell Patch
Continued from previous page
Shellpatch Opal Field (Shell Patch) is North of
Coober Pedy (CP) c.30 kms. distant from CP on the
western side of the Stuart Highway.
Excised from the field of Shell Patch is a small Water
Reserve. Within the Water Reserve a small settlement has
existed for over 50 years, providing a home for a number
of notable mining identities from the 1960s onward,
possibly earlier. Eg. Bill McDougall, Guy Foley and so on.
The Water Reserve is in the headwater of Long Creek.
Nearby Mt. Clarence Station erected a tank here (extant)
and possibly a windmill too.

“Fort Kurland” [Harry’s signage outside or at the
entrance to the dugout.]
Peter SCHWAB.
— ware MAITLAND.
Drago USTASA.
“R schiere oder krepien.”
A.
Tric—, Maitland.
Mike MASCHOTTA.
“Honneur et Fidelite.”
“Legio Patrir-nos-.”
J.B. McDonald F.R.A.A., W.A. buyer, 20.05.74.
R.E.J., 3-5, A.B.I.
Tim LINDNER.
“Legionnaire Effonnigsmann.”
Bruno MOGER, 1974.
A.
HALL.
“veni-vidi-SCRISSI, 76, John – Lisa, ‘Italy’.
K. LAKSTIGALA, 73.
Ossi VORNE, ‘Finland’, 27.3.75.
Annette SMITH BERR (5).
S. MESTER, -7.73.
Scottie DUGGAN.
“was ‘ere in 1991.”
Sondon SZOBKA, 1975.
“Psst! Der feing.”
Gil UKENA.
Deniss BROGAN, ‘Adelaide’, 7.3.73.
Valerie SZABO.
DEL TEDESCO, 13.7.73.
— VEREKIOS.
Kel SHEILS.
Don HAMPTON.
H. COLEMAN, ‘Coomb’, 13.7.73.
B.J. STROYAN.
-ina LINDEMANN.
M. RODECHIERO.
Lorna – Hilda.
Dick KARGER.
Vince Marishne BEGURNIK, 14.5.74.
Jim DIMOPOULOS.
A.H. DISSELKOSN, ‘Holland’, 17.6.74.
Kosta M., 1975 (S.A., 28.3.75).
Slavno M. 4phoropall, 1973.
Ilona, 1974.
Cheryl WATTS, ‘Vic.”, Patchewollock, 2.11.74.
Carrlie MOHLER.
Sylvia SCHLESSER, ‘Swiss-Zurich’, 1980, 82.
Alex [&] Flory SIT.
Murray WOLKER.
Henry McK.
L.D. REID, ‘Toronto, Canada’, 20.5.74.
Barbara.
Frl. REISS.
Andris JAUNZEMS.
Albrecht ANDRESEN.
Dr. ZSIVAGO.
Snow BLAKE.
L. DOMITROVIC, ‘Yugoslavia’.
Jane CUMMINGS.
Sandra G.
V. VITOLINS.
J. PUIKA.
Barbara KOBUS.
Ralph MARTIN.
Angus MACKIE, ‘Aberdeen, Scotland’, 31.1.75.
John NELSON.
Fred GREEN.
Karl MOLNAR.
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No doubt it was a key watering point for stock and miners
alike. Some of the opal gouging that has occurred here
includes rectangular (now rare) hand-dug shafts, shored
in its upper reaches with timber, pre-dating Caldwell drill
shafts.
Graffiti (below) from the walls of Crocodile Harry’s
dugout at the Shell Patch Water Reserve; as best can be
determined given almost 50 years of wear and tear to the
writing surface. (Most of the text/calligraphy consists of
people merely writing their names on the wall, place of
domicile and date of incription.
The preservation of what may be Coober Pedy’s only
living memorial to early opal miners would not have been
possible without the dedicated caretaking efforts of well
known Coober Pedy resident Peter Butler, and more

recently Greg Dunstan and others who took an active
interest in the up-keep of the underground dugout and
Hut.
Approx. 10 years prior Peter Butler bought the commonlaw lease from a previous occupant, and took responsibility
for its safe-keeping. The dugout at Shell Patch began being
broken into for casual accommodation, and was difficult
to secure. Later-on Peter relinquished his guard to Mr.
Brett Trueman.
In 2016 Peter Buter sold the common-law lease to Mr.
Trueman. Trueman had recognised its historic importance
and began taking steps to ensure that this‘window into
time’ would serve as a living memorial to early opal miners
and others. The challenge at the moment is its inclusion
in the current mining ballot to be held Thurs. 16 March.

Gil UKENA.
Don SHEPHER.
F. MAFIA.
Don HAMPTON, ‘Bloodhouse Bar, Moe, Vic.,.
Benito.
B.I. STROYAN, 1975.
Len PARDOE.
M. RODECHIERO, ‘Gambia’.
McKELLAR, ‘New Zealand’
Mark, Kio-Ora, ‘N.Z.’.
“Shell Patch” Opal Co., 1975.
Manga.
Phil WELLS, 1975.
Skios, 1974.
Les NIITA, “Gypsy”.
Doddy & Barry.
Bill PITT.
Niki MANEA, ‘Romonia’.
Tom CAMPAGIA.
Murry WOLKER – Henry McK.
Swomp Fox, 17-73. [Dane Sirdar]
Martine of Paris, 14.9.74.
Janet JONES.
New Year 74.
Egyorru.
Gooledj’ 54.
Joskr Gisela MAG.
Carrie MOHLER, 31.3.75.
Tammy SZABO.
A.MOLNAR, ‘Magyar’, 31.3.75.
“Banana Inspektor.” [Klaus WIRRIS]
Alex & Flory SIT, 19.5.74.
Gunter H.
Frohnhofer, Berlin, 47 Der Weinkwer 48.
PETER [ Is this Peter BUTLER or the notorious Victor ATENANE, 28.3.73.
lawyer Peter WAYE?]
Andris JAUNZEMS, 28.3.73.
Ingrid KRIEGER.
Rena BRIAND.
K. ROSEWARNE, ‘Barmera’, 22.11.73.
Big Red (John) Johann, ‘Austria’.
W. SHUBERT.
Sandra C.
Janet MASSEY (14 years).
V. VITOLINS, 10.3.73.
Jackie, 1976.
J. PUIKA.
Heinz VOIGT, 29 Sept. 73.
Jane CUMMINS.
Reinhold VOIGT.
[Armorial bearings] Huber, L.SS.AH. (H-S).
Val., 1973.
A. BACODIS, 9.5.75, ‘Latvia’.
Geoff MORRIS, 22.11.75.
Tuyen
F.I. SHERRY ——, Vic..
John NELSON, 1973.
Cystov— , 1973.
Len PARDOE, 1973.
Zrigg.
E. KOZAN – A. KOZAN, ‘Sydney’.
C.J. WITTY, ‘Arno Bay’, 13.9.74.
Gary GRIMES.
Bill MACS.
K. DAY, ‘Clare’.
Jane FOX, 1973.
-oup.
Joy WITTY, 74.
Bill PITT, 73.
B.
WARE, ‘Maitland’, 1.9.76.
David SOUTH was here, 1973.
E. MASSEY, 1973.
Brigite.
Yvonne, Cind—.
John TELLICK.
Stan the Man, 1976.
Sid SMART.
“Harry likes groc [expletive].”
-WATTY, ‘Sydney’, 13.4.75.
J. SRANKO, ‘Toronto’, 1975.
F.I.M.
“Harry is a super man.”
Ernst MODDSIM [swatstika] 4.4.75.
Bogo, ‘S.A.’, 15.7.91.
Andrew SMITH, 1.9.76.
Joska MAN, 27.6.—, Gisela.
Berr— FOX.
A.W. NELSON, ‘Clarendon’, S.A., 20.9.77.
Graham BAGNELL, ‘Cleve’, 28.7.75.
Tammy SZABO, “1991”, was ere saying what a
Mad Joe PRAMA.
big [arrow indicating phallus].
Ingrid KRIEGER, 10.1.75.
Horney Corney.
C.W.H. PIPER, ‘London’, 16.1.75.
“up you too”
T SMITH, ‘Maitland NSW’, 1.9.76, Melanie,
C.P. TROE-KE, Bizzo.
Steffannie [&] Patricia.
Aicis De Dgrca & Elobrair Jrainn Pog Motoin. Gunter H.
Exit—exit [arrow indicating the way out, along a
Ligida VIGANTS, ‘The lost Soul’, 3.5.76.
passage].
Roz woz ‘ere, 90, 91, 92.
Ingrid KREIGER a subject of Jeff [arrow] 10.1.75.
-Beast- (J. OSBORNE) 2.6.76.
“What’s behind all this?”
Martin OATS.
Jackie, 1976.
D. SMITH, ‘Maitland, N.S.W.’, 1.9.75.
D.L. BAGNELL, ‘Cleve’, 73.
“Tarha”, ‘Salt Creek, S.A.,’ 91.
“To-day is the first day of the rest of your life.”
Jeff KREIGER was-h-and-g.
W.SHUBERT, 1973.
C. NOVOSEL, 3.3.1973, Hevat!
“Do you get the feeling your being watched?”
G. BRNES, 1973.
CYSTOVE, P.E., 1973.
Maria KOAFESIO, 9.4.19—.
Dit.
Ill DICKIE.
“Sailing is great [small picture of sailing boat] E. MASSY, 1973.
“Peace”[Anti-nuclear symbol].
(Dan Anizon- From Paace).
‘Hamburg’.
NOTE: The above list is not yet complete
Greg WALTERS, 20.6.82, ‘S.A.’.

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Page

4

OODNADATTA 20/20 CRICKET:
TOWN TEAM TRIUMPHS
Training, determination and raw talent certainly paid off
for the Town team in the annual Town vs Stations 20/20
cricket match in Oodnadatta on March 4th. As a Pink
Stumps match supporting the Glenn McGrath Foundation
the sea of pink and somewhat quirky attire belied the
seriousness of the contest. With the tally at Stations, 3
wins to Townies 1, Russell Prowse as captain and coach
of the Town team was keen to even up the ledger. And
even it up they did.
Stations went into bat first, with Cameron Williams and
Will Clarke opening. Cameron quickly notched up 30 runs
made up of 3 fours and 3 sixes. Batters are required to
retire at the end of the over in which they reach 30, but
are allowed to return to the crease if all other batsmen are
out. Cam did return and finished his innings not out for
34. Matt Williams followed with an impressive 40 not
out, also including 3 fours and 3 sixes. Alex Josefski did
well with the bat, wielding a handsome score of 34 not
out. The bowling attack of the Town team was relentless.
Francis Naylon clean bowled the wickets of Will Clarke
and Jaike Coulthard, and three catches were held in the
field, no mean feat given the rough terrain on which they
field. At the end of the innings Stations had amassed a
total of 7 for 179, what they considered to be a significant
challenge for the Town team.

By: Jackie Williams
Francis Naylon top scored for the Town team with 37
including 2 sixes and 5 fours before being stumped by
Cameron Williams. Caleb Warren also did well with the
bat scoring 20. At the end of their 20 overs the Town
team reached a fine total of 8 for 196, amongst great
jubilation, cheering and congratulations all round.
After the main game a friendly took place, which was
especially enjoyed by some of the younger people and
women, some of whom are determined to feature in the
main match next year.

Inside the hospitality tent

However, the Town team came out with all bats blazing
and soon proved their worth. Dougie Finn and Bobby
Warren opened. Unfortunately Bobby went for a duck,
caught behind off the bowling of Will Clarke with Dougie
going on to make 15. Russell Prowse and Kyle put on a
strong partnership with Russell retiring at 30 and then
returning to make a further 3 runs, a total of 33 not out
including 4 fours and a six. Kyle hung in to make a total
of 27 before being bowled out by Alex Josefski.
Mia, Kirsty and Jackie supporting Pink Stumps Day

The hot conditions made for a thirsty crowd, who retired
to the club rooms for refreshments, dinner, a good catch
up and a bit of dancing. The presentations, short and
sweet, saw Matt Williams named as Man of the Match
with his figures of 40 not out and 2 wickets. Francis
Naylon was the runner up and best for the Town team
with figures of 37 runs and 2 wickets. Russell Prowse
was presented with the perpetual trophy, and best dressed
was shared by Jaike Coulthard and Dyl Lane.
It was another hugely successful community event in
Oodnadatta. A big thank you is extended to all who helped
out, the Race Club committee and Kirsty Williams as
coordinator of the event.
Other community events to look out for include the William
Creek Races and Gymkhana on April 8th, the Oodnadatta
Races and Gymkhana on May 13th, the Oodnadatta
Campdraft and Bronco Branding on July 14 and 15 and
the National Bronco Branding Championships to be held
in William Creek on August 19th.

$10,000 for every new job created
Register your business for a Job Accelerator Grant
South Australian businesses can register for a Job Accelerator Grant that pays you up to $10,000 for each new worker, helping you to employ
more local staff. This $109 million investment is creating jobs for today and is forming the foundation for South Australia’s future jobs.

revenuesa.sa.gov.au
Thursday 9 March 2017
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Oodnadatta Annual Town vs
Stations 20/20 cricket

Local applicants win
Enrolled Nurse
Cadetships
By: Director of Nursing Far North
Health Services Country Health SA,
Christopher Crismani
The Coober Pedy Hospital and Health
Service and Far North Health Advisory
Council have been working towards
developing our workforce by participating
in the Enrolled Nurse Cadetships offered
by Country Health SA.
This year we had a strong field of applicants
for the Enrolled Nurse Cadetships.
Country Health SA recently announced it
will fund two Enrolled Nurse Cadet
positions at Coober Pedy Hospital.
This year’s successful applicants for the
18-month cadetship are Donna Bailes, who
has a long career in health working as an
Aboriginal health worker, and Deahna
Riessen, who has been working as an aged
carer for Coober Pedy Community Health.

Congratulations Town team

Donna and Deahna started their first week
at TAFE in Whyalla earlier this month, and
began working at the hospital after they
completed their TAFE learning block.
In addition to Country Health SA funding
the work placement and providing
assistance towards first stage (semester)
fees, the Far North Health Advisory Council
has also agreed to provide Donna and
Deahna with a further financial contribution
to put towards their education expenses.

Pre match meeting for the Station team

Aboriginal Health Worker Donna
Bailes wins one of two Enrolled
Nurse Cadetships for Coober Pedy
Hospital
The hospital will also provide Donna and
Deahna with transport and accommodation
support for their TAFE learning blocks in
Whyalla.
In further good news, under the
Jobs4Youth – ATSI Traineeship program
the Eyre & Far North Community Health
services have been successful in obtaining
an administration trainee who will be based
in Coober Pedy.
While we wait for the formal announcement
of our successful applicant, we are excited
to reveal that the traineeship is a full-time
post for 12 months.
This appointment will allow the Coober
Pedy Community Health site to expand on
its administration team, which
complements new initiatives already being
implemented and supports youth in
developing life-long skills that can be
transferred to a range of different career
options in the future.

Aged Carer Deahna Riessen wins
local Enrolled Nurse Cadetship

Good running between the wickets

William Creek residents receive mobile reception
The site will be located on existing infrastructure within
William Creek, with coverage expected to cover a radius
of approximately three kilometers. The satellite small cell
operates like a traditional 3G mobile base station providing
people within the area the ability to make calls and text on
the go and offers access to mobile data.

Optus has launched a satellite small cell site at
William Creek, South Australia, providing mobile
reception to the town and its immediate surrounds.
The satellite small cell uses satellite connectivity to deliver
mobile coverage to a concentrated local area, mostly in
rural and remote locations.

“We thank all Governments for investing in such a crucial
program that helps to provide those living in remote and
regional areas access to reliable mobile coverage,” Mr
Mullins said.

The site at William Creek covers the township of William
Creek and has a radius of approximately 3kms around the
site. Residents, businesses and tourists will now be able
to make calls and texts, and access 3G mobile data within
the local area. (Sister town, Oodnadatta has had an Optus
site at their location for the past 18 months.)
Vin Mullins, Manager of Mobile Access Planning at Optus
said, “We are pleased to be a part of the Federal
Government’s Mobile Black Spot Program and to be able
to deliver crucial telecommunications infrastructure to
regional and remote areas across Australia.

Thursday 9 March 2017

Trevor Wright and Minister for Tourism Leon
Bignall at William Creek for opening of mobile
telecommunications infrastructure

Coober Pedy Regional Times

The site is Optus’ first to launch as part of the Federal
Government’s Mobile Black Spot Program. Additional sites
set to roll out across South Australia as part of this program
include: Beltana Station; Blinman; Coward Springs; Farm
Beach; Innamincka; Mindarie; Parchilna Pub; Parawa;
Rawnsley Park; Maree; Puntabie; Stokes Bay; Winninowie
and Wynarka.

Photograph: Outback Communities Authority
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LETTERS OPINIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

RE: “Coober Pedy Regional Times moves
The spirit of
into the digital age”.
Aboriginal WWI
Dear Editor, I read, online, with great excitement
your 9 February 2017 newspaper headline;
digger finally going “Coober
Pedy Regional Times moves into the
digital age”. At the same time I felt a tinge of
home
sadness, remembering fondly the paper issues, as

accountants in our committees we were barely able to
afford the original premises, and 1.5 wages for two
employees, whose job descriptions could include
journalism, office and accounts management, advertising
and distribution drives, and peace keeper.

A State Government grant will help the family of
Aboriginal World War I digger Miller Mack, who
died in 1919, conduct a special service that will see
his remains reinterred, with full military honours, at
his home at the Raukkan community, near the
Murray Mouth.

a part of my previous outback life.

Today, twelve years at the helm, Margaret is proud of the
community newspaper, and it’s reflection as the “voice
of the people”. She has learnt on the run, including
computer programs, printing, council, sporting and
historical reporting, and lawsuits. Locals remember that
the first Times premises was bombed in the mid 1990s.
Margaret’s passion and commitment are the qualities I
most admire.

For almost a century, 25-year-old Private Mack’s remains
lay in an unmarked grave at West Terrace Cemetery following his death from an illness contracted during his
service in WWI.
The State Government has granted $2500 to the Aboriginal Veterans of South Australia (AVSA) to hold the service on March 24.

When I moved to Adelaide in 2013, the very sight of the
newspaper sent me into fits of nostalgia. Sometimes I
stumbled across the paper at the Franklin Street bus station,
elated to find a familiar link to my past. Country visitors
brought me a copy, knowing I would recognise someone’s story and photograph.

2949 Private Miller Mack was buried in Adelaide's West
Terrace Cemetery in 1919, after dying from an illness he
contracted during battle.
Private Mack grew up in the South Australian Aboriginal
community of Raukkan, near the Murray Mouth and, like
many other Indigenous men, joined the Armed Forces.
He enlisted with 20 other young Ngarrindjeri men from
the Point McLeay mission. In 1915 he served in the 50th
Battalion.
While fighting on the Western Front in 1917, Private Mack
endured the worst European winter on record to that point.
He endured Phosgene gas attacks, experiencing pulmonary oedema, skin lesions, blurred vision and burning to
his throat and eyes before evacuation and repatriation to
England on the 17th July 1918, with sever bronchial pneumonia leading eventually to tuberculosis.
Private Mack died from the illness in Adelaide in 1919.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Martin Hamilton-Smith,”
Australians tend not to be overly praiseworthy and we
shy away from using terms such as hero, but Miller Mack
and his colleagues were certainly heroes.”
“These men endured incredibly harsh conditions, fought
and died for our freedom before they were recognised as
citizens. When their country called, they answered and
while they were embraced by their fellow soldiers regardless of their race, religion, or upbringing, they were
shunned by the authorities when they returned at wars
end,” said Minister Hamilton-Smith.
The return of Private Miller Mack to his home in the
Raukkan community is a fitting, if belated, outcome that
will see this Australian hero returned to his family.

JUNIOR SOCCER
IN COOBER PEDY

For over twenty-five years I was a regular contributor to
this far north SA, independent local newspaper. My base
was 200 kilometres away in Oodnadatta, and we looked
forward to our fortnightly delivery on the mail run.
I was one of a large number of ‘locals’ over the decades,
who volunteered on a committee, to run the newspaper
from 1982 to mid 2000s. We were represented by an
eclectic mix of bank managers, miners, pastoralists,
government workers and business people. We discovered
poets, photographers, writers, tourism enthusiasts and

Grant applications have opened for organisations that
wish to encourage safer, more active personal
transport options in their local communities.
The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure
(DPTI) and Motor Accident Commission (MAC) grant
program supports improved road safety and encourages
active transport options such as walking or cycling.
Standout initiatives in the last round of funding included
funding for video conferencing to reduce travel on country
roads for the District Council of Grant, and funding for
the Councils of Yankalilla and Coorong District to set up a
free bike hire scheme for residents, visitors and Council
staff.
Applications open today (Monday, 27 February) and close
on Sunday, 9 April 2017. All projects must be delivered
within South Australia.

I want to congratulate and support Margaret Mackay, for
the next thrilling era of the digital paper.

Lynnie Plate
formerly Pink Roadhouse - Oodnadatta

Police Minister Pete Malinauskas, "Locals often have
the best ideas when it comes to improving road safety
and I encourage organisations across the State to think
about how they may be able to encourage more walking,
cycling and utilisation of public transport."
"This funding becomes available twice a year, so if an
idea might not be ready for submission right now, I
encourage people to consider submitting a proposal midyear."
MAC Community Engagement Manager, Matt Hanton
said, "The Motor Accident Commission is pleased to
support initiatives that help improve road safety and
reduce the need for non-essential travel which in turn,
can help prevent deaths and serious injuries on our roads."
For more information about the funding criteria or to
apply, visit www.dpti.sa.gov.au/communitygrants or call
(08) 8343 2644.

The Coober
Pedy Desert
Dragons
AGM will be held at
Johns Pizza Bar
Sunday the 26th
March at 10am.
Morning tea and
refreshments will
be available.
Thanks to Johns
Pizza Bar for their
support.

Newly elected Chairperson Andrew Issom said, “I was
very happy to see that today's meeting went well and the
future holds very positive things for Junior soccer. “
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Now the Coober Pedy Regional Times is only a click away,
on my telephone or my iPad. For Margaret, printing
deadlines and distributing 4,500 paper copies are now a
part of Coober Pedy’s history. I can still dream about the
400 kilometre round trip on a dirt road, to attend a
committee meeting, and offer my point of view.

Community grants for more active travel

The newly formed “Coober Pedy Desert Dragons” Soccer Club held a membership meeting on Saturday 4 March.

Temporary committee is
as follows
Chairperson Andrew Issom
Vice chair person/
Discipline officer Patrick
Larkins
Secretary Dilshan
Treasurer Delesh
Registrar

Eventually local Coober Pedian, former Newspaper
committee member and regular volunteer Margaret
Mackay joined ‘the Times’ in 2005, and offered to buy it
a year later. Margaret’s photography was already wellknown..

Committee members
Tony
Chris
chad
Assistant secretary Michael
Coaching and development
Ned
Grants officer Sophie

See also page 10
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COOBER KIDS IN THE BIG SMOKE
SA’s HERITAGE
INFORMATION GOES
DIGITAL (online)
Information on heritage places in South Australia - in the
form of heritage surveys - is now available online.
Heritage surveys are gathered through historical research,
field work and community engagement to identify and
explore heritage places.
The surveys are proactively carried out to help make
decisions about heritage protection to strengthen
community identity and unveil tourism opportunities.
Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources
(DEWNR) Heritage Manager Bev Voigt said moving South
Australia’s heritage surveys online ensures the state’s
historical information is easily accessible to the public
including property owners, researchers and cultural
tourists.

By Stephen Staines
Where you come from
determines where you
get to in life. That’s what
some folk say.
Giordan Staines and Joshua
Carboni were born in 2002,
just 3 months apart. They
both went to Umoona Child
Care before attending
Coober Pedy Area School.
All the educators in their
formative years were
young, female, graduate
teachers with little or no
experience. But what they
lacked in experience they
made up for in enthusiasm
and eagerness to help those
students with curiosity and
a desire to understand the
world around them. They
were very lucky to have the
teachers they did.

“The heritage surveys include historical information,
photographs and details about the heritage significance of
many sites across South Australia.

Coober Pedy kids Joshua Carboni and Giordan
Staines reunited at the Australian School of
Science and Mathematics

“This includes a 1997 survey about the suburb of
Elizabeth’s’ heritage resources and a 2004 survey about
South Australia’s physical, cultural and social development
after the Second World War.

ASMS is unconventional in its approach to education,
emphasising a love of learning in both students and teaching
staff; students are given the freedom to take control of
their own education and pursue their individual interests.
Giordan and Josh’s formative years in Coober Pedy gave
them the foundation to engage in the innovative teaching
techniques delivered at ASMS.

“Already more than 100 hard copy heritage surveys have
been moved online and another 200 will be made available
over time.
“The surveys enhance appreciation and understanding of
South Australia’s twentieth century heritage, monuments
and sites, geological places and many other places of local
and state heritage significance.”
SA’s heritage surveys are available on the DEWNR website.
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/our-places/Heritage/
Listing_a_heritage_place/Heritage_surveys

REWARD
Missing cat Named
OTA 0409 781 534

Joshua - Student of the Year 2008, and Giordan
Award for Academic Excellence 2008 at CPAS
Throughout their CPAS years they maintained a healthy
quasi-sibling rivalry as they traded ‘Academic
Achievement’ and ‘Student of the Year’ awards year after
year.
In 2011, Giordan headed south and attended metropolitan
schools whilst Joshua continued his education in Coober
Pedy.
6 years later they were reunited when they both submitted
successful applications to the Australian Science and
Mathematics School (ASMS).
ASMS is a high school for Years 10, 11 and 12 and is
located on the campus of Flinders University. It is an
unzoned school and attracts students from all over
Adelaide, interstate as well regional schools such as Coober
Pedy.
Prospective students must submit an application which
is assessed against the following criteria:
• Interest in pursuing pathways based on science and
mathematics;
• Interest and aptitude or potential in science, mathematics
and related technologies;
• Evidence of ability to engage with the innovative teaching
and learning environment of ASMS.

Demographers are predicting that more than 40% (almost
5 million) of todays’ jobs in Australia will be obsolete by
2030. The digital age will see “exponential technologies”
transform the job market as robotics, artificial intelligence,
cloud computing and big data dramatically change the
employment landscape. 75% of the fastest growing
occupations will require STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) skills.
They’ll remember the distinctive, underground, earthy
smell that engulfed them as they entered their dugouts
and gave them a place, a sense of home. They’ll remember
the clean, crisp taste of the desert air peppered with
saltbush. They’ll remember the desert storms rolling
across the barren plains; bringing its wall of dust and
deluge that was gulped down by the thirsty desert.
They’ll remember charging up White Hills on quadbikes
and rolling down the mullock heaps with a stone in their
hands, dust in their hair and eyes gleaming with excitement,
“Hey look! I got colour!”
One of their fondest memories was building their fortress
in a deep crevice gouged out by summer rains. They’d
scour the area for bits and discarded pieces of corrugated
iron and timber, and drag the junk to ‘The Crack’ to use it
for construction materials. Their fortress was
complimented with tunnels and mini ‘trench-style’
dugouts. Each evening, after their hard days’ work, they’d
return home covered in scratches and mullock dust. Their
caring mothers scolding them for getting their clothes so
dirty was offset by the sense of achievement in improving
their fortress.
Coober Pedy offers a wealth of adventure for kids growing
up there; adventures that city kids can only dream about.
These adventures are what stretch our children’s minds
and cultivates that sense of freedom to explore and wonder
about the world around them.
But it’s not true that where you come from determines
where you go in life. It’s what you do with where you
find yourself that matters.

Last seen near the Coober
Pedy Area School
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Climbing trees in Coober Pedy 2009

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Editor’s note: Joshua’s mum and Dad Elsie & Joe Carboni
with sister Clydine are content to live in the Opal Capital
and look forward to seeing Josh in term holidays.
Giordan’s family Sherryl & Steve Staines are both working
parents living in Adelaide along with sister Skye.
Everyone agrees that whatever these kids do or whereever they go, they’ll always remember their roots.
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
CFS

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Coober Pedy

Coober Pedy Desert Dragons

AGM

Country Fire Service
urgently needs volunteers
right now!

PUBLIC NOTICE
BECOME part of an important
emergency response team?
RECEIVE training and learn
valuable skills
BECOME more accredited and
more self-confident.
Training Monday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Wayne
Borrett 0439881049

CARVING

will be held at Johns Pizza Bar
Sunday the 26th March at
10am. Morning tea and
refreshments will be available.
Thanks to Johns Pizza Bar for
their support.

Are you interested in having your local stone carved into a figurine—
frog—turtle—dolphin? Looks great in earrings/pendants or ornament.
Give Margaret a call on 0407 148105.

FOR SALE - PROSPECTOR’S DUGOUT

Location with views

AGM

Originally built 1920’s

Tuesday 4th April
7pm,
Drive-in

Featured in a post card, ex show home. Professionally renovated. 4 bedrooms
plus. Hey dig more! This secure family home has too many features to list. All
furniture, electricals etc included -just move in! Plus newly tunnelled seperate
guest dugout. Asking $125K (REDUCED). Tel 0419032071

2017 APY and Coober Pedy Circuits
January

Coober Pedy

16 Jan

February

Ernabella
Amata

6 Feb
7 Feb

Fregon
Indulkana

8 Feb
9 Feb

March

Coober Pedy

20 Mar

April

Pipalyatjara
Fregon

3 April
4 April

Mimili
Indulkana

5 April
6 April

May

Coober Pedy

22 May

June

Ernabella
Amata

5 Jun
6 Jun

Mimili
Indulkana

7 Jun
8 Jun

July

Coober Pedy

24 Jul

August

Ernabella
Fregon

7 Aug
8 Aug

Mimili
Indulkana

9 Aug
10 Aug

September

Coober Pedy

25 Sep

October

Pipalyatjara
Amata
Mimili
Indulkana

9 Oct
10 Oct
11 Oct
12 Oct

November

Coober Pedy

27 Nov

December

Ernabella
Fregon
Mimili
Indulkana

11 Dec
12 Dec
13 Dec
14 Dec
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20 Jan
Registry
AJO –

23 Mar
Registry
AJO –

25 May
Registry
AJO -

27 Jul
Registry
AJO –

28 Sept
Registry
AJO –

30 Nov
Registry
AJO -
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PUBLIC NOTICES &
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
HOST AN EXCHANGE STUDENT

POSITION VACANT

At Coober Pedy between Sunday 2nd
April until Saturday 8th April
We need several families who could give students accommodation and meals
during the Youth for Understanding (YFU) Exchange Student Program at
Coober Pedy and help them get to school.
Students will attend school from Monday 3rd April until Friday 7th April.

(Ref: 495152)

Rural Clinical Dental Educators
The Adelaide Dental School is one of five schools in the Faculty of Health and Medical
Sciences. We are seeking enthusiastic, vibrant and dedicated general dentists to join us as
Clinical Dental Educators in our rural locations, overseeing clinical sessions and teaching
our undergraduate students in the Bachelor of Dental Surgery.
Offering the ability to complement your clinical experience, we have continuing, fixed-term
and casual opportunities in our rural clinics in Berri, Whyalla, Port Lincoln and Mt Gambier.
Relocation and attractive remuneration and benefits are available for the right candidates.
If you have any queries, please contact the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences Human
Resources on (08) 8313 8171 or fhshr@adelaide.edu.au
Closing date: 15 March 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Youth for Understanding Exchange students at Coober Pedy
There are approximately 4 or 5 of students wanting to come to Coober Pedy. A
German boy and girl, several Italian girls, an Estonian girl, a Finnish girl and a
Brazilian boy and girl.
As yet the students have not been selected for the visit. They are all approx.
16/17 years of age.
If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment or you
think you might be interested to host one of these students please
contact Margaret Riches on 0412639049 or margaret@richesfamily.com.au

The Coober Pedy
Country Fire
Service
urgently needs volunteers
right now!

STROKE
AWARENESS
AND
SUPPORT

F.A.S.T.
SAVES LIVES
Use “FAST” to remember and
recognise the signs of stroke:

Face – Has the person’s

BECOME part of an important
emergency response team?
RECEIVE training and learn
valuable skills
BECOME more accredited and
more self-confident.

Training Monday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call
Wayne Borrett
0439881049
Page 10

mouth drooped?
Arms – Can they lift both
arms?
Speech – Is their speech
slurred? Do they understand
you?

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section
28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the delegate of
the Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy
intends to grant Exploration Licences over the
areas described below.
Havilah Resources Limited
Coonarbine area - approx.
145 km north of Olary
Pastoral Leases: Quinyambie, Frome Downs
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
619
Ref:
2016/00088
Applicant:
Rodolfo Antonio Gomez, CASA
Management (SA) Pty Ltd
Location:
Lake Johnstone area - approx.
190 km northwest of Port
Augusta
Pastoral Leases: Wirraminna
Term:
Two years
Area in km2
47
Ref:
2016/00121

Applicant:
Location:

Applicant:
Location:

Curnamona Energy Limited
Jacks Find area - approx. 140
km north of Olary
Pastoral Leases: Quinyambie, Mulyungarie
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
103
Ref:
2016/00164
Applicant:
Location:

Curnamona Energy Limited
Thurlooka area - approx. 230
km east of Leigh Creek
Pastoral Leases: Quinyambie, Mulyungarie
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
221
Ref:
2016/00165
Applicant:
Location:
Term:
Area in km2:
Ref:

Musgrave Minerals Limited
Eunyarinna Hill area, approx.
180 km westnorthwest of Marla
Two years
2391
2016/00181

A ballot will be held at 9am on 16 March 2017 for
the pegging of claims within the release area.
The ballot will be conducted at the Shell Patch
diggings.
To be eligible, all interested parties must:
• Hold a current Precious Stones Prospecting Permit;
• Peg the claim at the time of the draw, and
• Register their interest with the Mining Regulation
- Opal Field office, Hutchison Street, Coober Pedy,
by 15 March 2017.
Further information is available from
http://minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.
au/mining/opal_mining or by contacting the
Mining Regulation - Opal Field office on
(08) 8672 5800.

NEED TO
ADVERTISE?

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of State Development website:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
exploration/public_notices or by contacting
Mineral Tenements on 08 8463 3103.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from: http://www.
minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/land_
access/community_information or hard copy on
request to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of State Development
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy
www.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au
PN1569

Coober Pedy
Regional Times
email:cptimes@ozemail.com.au

Time – Time is critical. If you
see any of these signs, call

FORMER
WATER RESERVE
LAND RELEASE
FOR OPAL MINING

Keep the Outback Beautiful

triple zero (000) immediately.
Coober Pedy Regional Times

Tel: 08 86725920
Thursday 9 March 2017

What’s On

PLEASE REVISE YOUR ENTRIES
FOR THE COMING YEAR and KEEP
YOUR ENTRIES RELEVENT TO THE
COMMUNITY.
Send to cptimes@ozemail.com.au

MONDAY

the COOBER PEDY
COMMUNITY? & Visiting Services
Drop in Centre; 11:00 – 2:00;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)

MINE RESCUE/SES
Training (Alternate Saturdays)
0427725446
CP SHOOTERS CLUB

fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Wayne Borrett
0439881049

No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy
Chapman on 0401092264 to
book a time .

Drop in Centre 3:00 – 6:00pm;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)
NETBALL PRACTICE commences
Tuesday 7th February at CPAS Gym
From 7.30pm - - 9.30pm
All Netball players are welcome.

CROATION CLUB

AMBULANCE TRAINING
7.30pm Umoona Road. Every
Tuesday except school holidays

SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAY

for the summer period, and will
resume again next year.
(Watch this space)

Wednesday-Links 11:00 –
2:00pm Ages 17 and older
(Sophie Reynolds)
Active Boys Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)

Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

FRIDAYS
GREEK HALL

7pm Charcoal BBQ & Salad
Every FRIDAY night
TWIGHLIGHT GOLF with a
social ambrose 3 – 6 hole
competition from 6pm

SUNDAY GOLF has ceased

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy Chapman
on 0401092264 to book a time .
.

The National Bronco
Branding
Championships

GREEK CLUB - Bingo 7.30 pm

will be held in William Creek
on August 19th 2017.
Competitors from
Queensland, Northern
Territory and South Australia
will be competing. watch this
space for information or
contact Matt Williams on
86707975.

Coober Pedy Scrabble and
Backgammon 7.30pm
United Club . All skill levels welcome

Alice Springs Bronco
Branding Saturday
September 16th 2017

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7pm Friday night Clay Target
Shotgun

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222
Late Night Fridays 6:00 –
10:00pm; 11-17(Sophie Reynolds)
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HOW TO
REMAIN PART
OF YOUR
COMMUNITY
The Coober Pedy Regional Times
will record a passing if we hear
about it, and particularly where
families choose to have their
relative acknowledged or
commemorated within the town
and it’s records.
Recording resident movement,
particularly from the opal mining
sector, or from any sector can be
important for our future records.

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
Active Girls Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)

TAX & FINANCIAL

SATURDAYS

CFS TRAINING Monday each

TUESDAY

in

Oodnadatta Camp Draft and
Bronco Branding Event
dates: 14-Jul-2017 to 15-Jul2017 http://
www.broncobrandingsa.com.au/
oodnadatta-camp-draft-andbronco-branding/

With social media playing a part in
self publishing, information does not
always reach us. Entries or
comments about a loved one on
social media are often lacking in
important detail, and in due course
may be deleted.
If you have information about a past
resident who may have made a
contribution (large or small) to
Coober Pedy or the opal industry, you
may wish to have an article that
recognises them in the Coober Pedy
Regional Times. You can send to the
editor at cptimes@ozemail.com.au

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

The next Local Council
elections will take place
during November 2018
STATE ELECTIONS

The next State election
will be held on 17
March 2018
SCHOOL TERM DATES

2017

Term 1: 30 January - 13 April
Term 2: 1 May - 7 July
National Walk Safely to
School - Friday 19 May 2017
Term 3: 24 July - 29 Sept

Incorporating
Waters & Younger
Ph: 8291 2111 Adelaide
Ph: 8672 5979 Coober Pedy
Fax: 8291 2101
Mob: Richard 0422 428 850
richard.younger@360private.com.au
Mob: Kezia 0414 522 392
kezia.manning@360private.com.au

2017 Visits to
Coober Pedy
30 January - 8 February
27 February - 3 March
19 - 28 April
15 - 19 May (to be confirmed)
13 - 28 July
14 - 18 August
4 - 15 September
16 - 28 October
13 - 24 November
4 - 8 December (to be confirmed)
Income tax returns lodged electronically for a
prompt refund (within 14 days subject to ATO)
We also specialize in providing sound, practical
accounting & taxation advice to individuals,
families, businesses & SMSF’s
Other services provided –
• preparation & lodgment of business activity
statements (BAS)
• registration for ABN’s, GST and Tax File
Numbers
• establishing new companies, superannuation
funds (SMSF) and trusts
• superannuation advice
• tax planning
• preparation of budgets
• general business advice
• auditing
• capital gains tax information, advice &
record-keeping
• estate planning (Wills etc)

What’s On
Enquiries
Email
cptimes@ozemail.com.au

or telephone
86725920

Term 4: 16 Oct - 8 Dec

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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GUIDE TO SHOPS AND SERVICES
IN COOBER PEDY The Opal Capital of the World
Accommodation
Oasis Tourist Park 1
Restaurants
John’s Pizza Bar 2
Outback Bar & Grill 3

1

Opal Shops
Just Opals 4
Seven Stones Jewellers 5

7

RSL

8

Fuel Outlets
Opal Miner’s Enterprises 6
Bulls Garage 7

6
4

Other Services
Bridgestone Tyres 8
Mik Lee @ Bulls 7
Boland Backhoe Services
Coober Pedy Glass Works
McArdle’s Freight
Underground Books
Coober Pedy Glassworks

2

5

Cultural Clubs
Returned Soldiers League
Greek Community

GREEK
HALL

3

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
Ambulance, Fire and Police - 000
National Security Hotline: 1800123400
Police Stations
Coober Pedy: 08 86725056
Marla: 86707020
Oodnadatta: 86707805
Coober Pedy Hospital 08 86725009
Coober Pedy School 08 86725077
District Council Coober Pedy: 86724600
Australia Post:
Coober Pedy: 86725062
Marla: 86707001
Mintabie: 86705000
Oodnadatta: 86707819

UNDERGROUND
BOOKS

John’s Pizza Bar
& Restaurant
OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM - LATE
10% Discount for Pensioners
Ph:08 8672 5561 Fax:08 8672 5537

Email: johnpizza@bigpond.com
Hutchison Street opposite Desert Cave Hotel









OUTBACK MAILRUN TOUR
Cards & Stationary
Computer Supplies
Desert Parks Agent & other tours
Maps & Books on the area
Local Information/Road report
Phone: (08) 8672 5558

Affordable

Opals
&

Souvenirs
Located in IGA MALL
OME OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 7.00am - 1.00pm; Sun Closed

- OUTBACK BAR & GRILL -

EL
U
F
AP
CHE

• Fuel Gas Refills • General Engineering & Light Fabrication
• Industrial & Hardware Supplies • Filters all types • Hydraulic Fittings
• Oils • Bearings • V Belts • Hosing • Air Fittings • Trailer Parts
• Safety Gear • Chain Blocks • Slings • Rigging Gear • Cigweld Agent

Searle Trading Pty Ltd/ Opal Miners' Enterprises
Lot 1299 Old Water Tank Rd, Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone: (08) 86725830 ABN: 44 761 266 367

BOLAND BACKHOE SERVICES

Local family business with a Tip truck, backhoe and bobcat
with auger attachment for hire at reasonable rates. Available
for hire to mining companies and pastoral properties

Contact Ken or Nola
Home phone (08) 86723451
Ken’s Mobile 0417828186
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CPSC News for March 2017
The Coober Pedy Shooters Club is
active for 2017
The Club has a long history of serving the people
of Coober Pedy and enjoys the support of many of
the businesses both in town and in other parts of
South Australia.
At the present time the Club is a hive of activity.

We have three shoots every week:
•
Friday night shot gun;
•
Saturday morning pistol shooting;
•
Sunday morning rifle shooting.
In addition the Club is building a new shot gun bunker.
An automated clay thrower will be installed that will be
voice activated and controlled by the shooters.
Long term Shooter’s Club member Jenny Gough

The International Practical Shooting Confederation
(IPSC) range is nearing completion.
IPSC discipline involves a competitor entering the range
and moving from point to point where combinations of
steel, paper and moving targets have been strategically
placed. The speed and technique is all part of IPSC, to
keep shooters challenged and spectators engaged.
Finally, and most excitingly the Club is preparing an air
pistol range. Air pistol will be shot indoors and under
lights. It has been necessary to construct a building
especially for the purpose. At this stage the building is
proceeding very well and will be finished in April.

Shooter’s Club members at working bee
preparing the air pistol range.

The Club is always interested in attracting new members.
We hope the new air pistol range will be attractive to
juniors and women. The 10 metre air pistol is an Olympic
shooting event governed by the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF).
The Coober Pedy Shooters Club shoots cardboard
targets only. There is absolutely no cruelty to animals
and shooting is the safest active sport ever developed.
The absolute imperative of safety is never neglected.
The process of placing a small projectile exactly where
you want it at a distance of 10, 25, 50 or 100 metres is
highly technical. The variables include weather,
ammunition, breathing techniques, condition of the
firearm and above all the skill and experience of the
shooter. Many shooters enjoy shooting as a life time
hobby.
All agree that you can never learn everything there is to
know. People new to the sport can compete with the
most experienced because of the system of
handicapping. Everybody has an equal chance of
winning.

Allan Dawson assisting with the air pistol range

Working bee enjoy bacon and eggs
The social aspect of the Club involves having lots of fun
and is based on mutual respect between all members.
The Club President serves breakfast and lunch on
Saturdays and Sundays.
For the Committee
Coober Pedy Shooters Club

Shed for new air pistol range taking shape

Happy 20th birthday Dusty Radio

Dusty Radio is 20 Years old this month and to
celebrate they are giving away 4 awesome CDs to
their Facebook friends!
Log in and 'Like' and 'Share' this post (left) and we will
use our random number generator to select a winner! So
get sharing!

The CDs on offer are:
Iron Maiden - Book of Souls 2CD
Archie Roach - Charcoal Lane 25th Anniversary
Noel Gallaghers High Flying Birds - Chasing
Yesterday Deluxe Edition
Red Hot Chili Peppers - The Getaway

Listen in to the DRIBBLE SHOW with Matt and Blob
every Thursday from 3:30. - 4.30 pm
Dusty Radio 104.5 Coober Pedy established 1997
“The Dribble Show starts at 3.30 with giveaways we are
not kidding, I am giving away Matt!” said BLOB!

Thursday 9 March 2017
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Venue: Serbian Church
Date: Sunday 26 March
Time: 10.30am - 3.00pm
Cost: Gold Coin Donation
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