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COOBER PEDY SWIMMING POOL
REOPENS WITH DECD FUNDING
By Margaret Mackay
With summer temperatures already into the
40s the Swimming Pool at Coober Pedy
thankfully opened to the public on
SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER, 2016.

Pool Manager
at the Coober
Pedy
Swimming
Pool Anthony
Prizzi (right)
Amy Meyer;
Anna Bootle;
Chloe Marie
SimmondsClements;
Izzy Zelenko;
Alana Prizzi;
Taylor Bock;
anticipating
the opening of
the pool last
Saturday

Preliminary discussions between the Department
of Education (DECD) and the Coober Pedy
District Council resulted in an interim agreement
being signed on Friday morning 9th Dec.
Mr. Eddie Huges MP (Giles) announced last week
that the State Government would arrange funding
to enable community use of the pool between 10
December 2016 and 29 January 2017.
After the 29th January when school resumes, a
longer term contract with the Education
Department and the DCCP will be implemented
Last week Ross Treadwell Executive Director of
Infrastructure for DECD, was in Coober Pedy
to assist with swimming pool negotiations.
Discussions between DECD and DCCP have
resulted in an agreement being signed at council
on Friday

The agreement is subject to a number of
conditions including that the funding coming
from a DECD contingency fund will be
administered to the Coober Pedy District
Council on a reimbursement basis.
Positions at the pool so far are: Pool Manager
Anthony Prizzi and Donna Clements Life-guard.
Others who may be on the roster are: Ainsley
Smith Swim-School; Greg Axiomakarou
potential Life-guard; Michael Beelitz potential
Life-guard; Daniel Bird potential Life-guard;
Cheryl Meyers potential Life-guard

Local dad Martin Grava cooling off in the
pool with son Archer this week

Then.

Pool hours: From 1 pm Saturday 10
December 2016
Monday – Friday 6.30 – 8.15 am Pool
Manager

Now.

Monday – Sunday 1 pm – 8 pm –
Rostered Life-guards
1. The swimming pool will be open for use by
the community in line with standard opening
times as has previously been in place.

Young parents with small children at the
pool on Tuesday as temperatures hit 41C

2. DECD will meet all costs associated with
the maintenance and chlorination of the pool.
3. DECD will meet the costs of cleaning the
pool and all other areas used by the community
when the pool is in use.

Again.

4. Council will ensure the pool is staffed by
appropriately qualified people so that the pool
can be used and enjoyed safely by the
community.
Bushfires will happen again.
Make your ‘Plan to Survive’ at cfs.sa.gov.au
CFS0184A

With school finished for the year, families
brought picnic dinners to eat poolside

5. DECD will reimburse Council costs incurred
in point 4. During this time, both DECD and
Council will continue negotiations around the
new agreement so that the pool can continue to
be used by the community outside of school
hours for years to come.
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Drilling for opal at Donna’s Rush

The Opal Capital of
the World
*Coober Pedy - situated on the largest
formation of opal in the world
*Spacious underground living
*Beautiful Opal Gemstones
*Over 40 Nationalities living together

Please Drive Carefully
Coober Pedy is a lizard
friendly town
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By Margaret Mackay

NBN: When did Coober Pedy
become like an oil rig at sea?

For the past few weeks the National
Broadband Network (NBN™) has been in
Coober Pedy preparing for connection to
high speed broadband.

A number of locals are saying that the NBN
contractors were not aware of homes away from
the main town area, and are now wondering if
NBN will return to install more nodes, (or not)!

The types of connections on offer are fibre-optic,
fixed wireless and satellite. Within two years this
new infrastructure will replace the existing
broadband infrastructure.

“Judging by the advertised speeds for the satellite
service it is little or no better than the ADSL 2+
service. If businesses can’t upload data at a
reasonable speed, then it limits Coober Pedy as
an option to operate a business from”, said a
resident this week.

According to NBN advertising any one of these
options will provide a “faster and more reliable
broadband service.” However locals doing their
own research into the NBN are saying that the
speed for satellite is not much faster than the
existing service, and is more expensive.
The other disadvantage coming with this
changeover, is that some residents will be stuck
with the poorer speeds of the satellite and many
will have to change their long term provider.
Telstra for example does not provide plans for
the satellite option! For those with businesses,
this will mean considerable inconvenience and
cost in notifying clients of changes, as well as
replacing business stationary if they cannot get
connected to the fibre optic or fixed wireless.
The launch of the nbn™ Sky Muster ™ II on
October 5 was part of nbn’s mission to help bridge
the digital divide between the city and the bush.
Coober Pedy is situated on a major highway with
a large percentage of homes and businesses
already connected to ADSL-2+ broadband
through Telstra, or other providers.
The satellite option is designed to give access to
high-speed internet on remote outback cattle
stations and offshore locations where the optic
fibre cannot reach. Coober Pedy as a whole is
not in this category.
While the rollout into Coober Pedy appears to
still be in the “build” stage, the NBNCO rollout
map online, now displays that some residences
outside of the CBD have access to the Sky Muster
Satellite and can choose a provider from a list on
the NBN website.

NBN works at the corner of Umoona Road and McDougall Road

Community questions to ask the NBNCO.
“How did we agree to these three options”?
“Was there any consultation with community
before a plan was devised that serves to
disadvantage businesses that do not operate in
the CBD”?
“Where is the follow-through information for
those residences that must adjust to this poorly
thought through satellite offer for a town situated
on a major highway? Bearing in mind that not all
residents have access to online information.”

NBN activity in Hutchison Street, outside of the Desert Cave

“How can we as a town lobby and achieve better
coverage than the satellite option”?

See MAP example
‘FLATS DRIVE’ to the
right and then search
for your own property,
or type in your exact
address to discover if
you will be connected
to satellite or one of the
other two options.
According to the NBN
map, areas such as
west of Flat-Hill Rd
and North West Ridge
Road, and north of
Linderman Drive, east
of Matrix Road (top of
hill) may not get the
option of fibre to the
node NBN, just the
satellite option.

http://www.nbnco.com.au/learn-about-the-nbn/rollout-map.html
Locate your property on the NBN Map, and move the red button to it. (As per circle,
centre of diagram) On the left hand side a corresponding address will appear, along
with the type of broadband option for your address. (Circle at left of diagram)
Service available - satellite. Now press the link underneath to choose a provider.

For more important information on how you can
Fight the Bite, contact your local council or visit
sahealth.sa.gov.au/FightTheBite
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Once you have reached this site, then it would appear that the satellite is your only
option. You will need to press “Choose a provider in your area”. Good luck!
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By Sue Britt

The History of Boundary Surveying in
Coober Pedy

A Power Point about The History of Boundary
Surveying in Coober Pedy was presented to an
interested group of local residents at the Italian
Club on the 24th of November by licensed surveyor
Richard Abbott.
While Coober Pedy was established in 1915, it was not
until 1969 that formal boundary surveying commenced
to create allotments within the initial designated square
mile. Unlike traditional urban areas a unique system of
surveying was devised to ensure the underground dugouts
were within boundaries of often very irregularly shaped
allotments. Unfortunately, many eager owners of dugouts
subsequently expanded their dugouts chasing colour,
which has resulted in underground boundary
encroachments and paper-thin neighbouring boundary
walls. Consequently Coober Pedy Council implemented
building codes for dugouts for safe construction and when
a land owner subdivides adjoining dugouts.
He also made the point that Coober Pedy is “not your
traditional urban council” as it also maintains the provision
of the local power, water and sewerage disposal as well
as rubbish removal and rates.
From the earliest years, miners had the right to reside on
their claims.
The earliest recorded government survey in Coober Pedy
was in 1921 when a hospital and a water reserve were
surveyed. Subsequently a town boundary and aboriginal
reserve were added to the plan.
Following the Second World War the opal field population
expanded through the influx of European migrants. Mines
Department Inspector Wood began issuing annual
“campsite licenses”, so that miners could establish their
residential tent, above ground dwelling and or dugout
accommodation in the township away from the field.
These sites generally incorporated a portion of a hill and
abutting flat land with dimensions depending on the terrain,
the miner’s eyes and existing neighbouring dugouts. The
campsite tenure licenses were crudely represented without
any formal surveying on a Mines Department map with a
red dot referenced to local features. The corners were
marked on the ground with stone trenches and corner
posts, similar to a mining claim, which was to later cause
problems between free holding neighbours as a number
of pegged sites overlapped.
In 1954 the Director of Mines said, “The ownership of
dugouts on the Coober Pedy Opal Fields is established by
custom rather than by title.”
Up to 1959 dugout residency had been a casual thing.
But, in this year, disputes about occupancy arose and
concerns were expressed by the Progress Association
about the number of dugouts in the residential square mile
that were locked and left vacant for long periods of time,
even years. Progress sought permission to break the
locks, remove contents and create vacancies. The Lands
Department refused to condone the break and enter solution
and came up with an application form and annual dugout
registration fee of £3 to establish tenancy.

Surveyor Richard Abbott (right) presents Historical Society Chairperson Judy Underwood with theoriginal tape measure used by
Neil Conrick, Lands Department administrator with Barry Lewis who provided entertainment on the night, looking on
The original square mile township boundaries were
surveyed by Harry Bailey in 1959 and gazetted in 1968 as
a formal government township. This boundary
subsequently expanded by survey in 1972. Unfortunately,
this meant that township land was retained as Crown land
(effectively state government ownership) and only became
free-hold land when individual allotments were surveyed
and sold to purchasers. Consequently, much of Coober Pedy
Township is still crown land and today subject to Native Title.
In 1969 the first township allotments were surveyed by
the Lands Department’s licensed surveyor, Jack Kean.
His work is commemorated by a plaque and a reserve.
Kean’s Reserve is the tree lined track east of Hutchison
Street between Giles and Flinders Streets.
The surveying of Coober Pedy dugouts was nothing like
the established surveying of broad acres into uniform
residential allotments in suburban Adelaide. Particularly
difficult were the irregular original hand-dug dugouts, a
surveyor’s nightmare to measure in poorly illuminated
rooms. With Coober Pedy having both above and below
ground accommodation, Kean devised a strategy to
determine the boundaries of underground dwellings. He
came up with a comprehensive procedure to produce
reliable plots of the existing dugout site corners. Kean’s
first survey in the Coober Pedy Township which created
9 allotments and placed 47 reference marks was signed
on 21st April 1969.
The bearing datum adopted by Kean’s initial survey was
derived from astronomical observations along the southern
township boundary. This bearing datum transferred to
successive plans in 1979 and 1980, until 1996, when
Coober Pedy was declared a designated survey area.

Lands
Department’s
licensed surveyor,
Jack Kean’s work
is commemorated
by a plaque and a
reserve. Kean’s
Reserve is the tree
lined track east of
Hutchison Street
between Giles and
Flinders Streets.

On May 11th 2011, a Native Title determination was handed
down to the Antakirinja Matu-Yankunytjatjara group.
The Township of Coober Pedy has now been waiting
five and a half years for an Indigenous Land Use Agreement
(ILUA) between the State government and the determined
traditional owners. Currently, development on land that
is not freehold is restricted as all Crown Land within the
township is subject to Native Title. This is having a
serious economic impact on the township as no land
dealings can occur on this land, such as the freeholding
of existing annual licenses granted over dug out sites and
dugouts.
This has restricted associated building activity and
prevented the lodgement in the Land Titles Office of
Crown Land surveys for public roads. The ability to amend
free hold land where dugouts encroach underground into
Crown Land cannot happen until the ILUA is finalised.
On 26th May 2015, Mr Ian Crombie speaking for the
Antakirinja Matu-Yankunytjatjara Native Title Group stated
at the Far North Economic Development Forum held at
Coober Pedy that the preparation of the (secret) ILUA
document had stopped because the State government had
no available funding.
Richard Abbott’s presentation finished with an overview
of today’s surveying equipment and the technology of
the near future. He presented the original tape measure
used by Neil Conrick, Lands Department administrator,
who assisted surveyors in locating corner markers and
mediating boundary disputes between neighbours to Judy
Underwood, president of the Coober Pedy Historical
Society.
Discussion continued after the surveying presentation
finished. One topic of interest was the Torrens Title
system which is a South Australian invention that has
served the state well for 150 years and has inspired other
states and countries to devise something similar. Many
people were dismayed to learn from Richard that the South
Australian government’s proposed sale of the Lands Titles
Office may put the security of that system in jeopardy as
land owners will be unnecessarily forced into buying title
insurance.
Richard Abbott has provided a copy of the power point
Boundary Surveying in Coober Pedy to the Historical
Society and also Deb Clee at the Experience Motel. He
has given permission for the presentation to be copied
onto flash drive by interested people.
The surveying information has been extracted from the
power point with Richard Abbott’s approval.
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EDL RENEWABLE HYBRID PROJECT
PROGRESS
REPORT
HEIGHTENS
Approximately 40 community members
attended the Energy Developments’ (EDL)
COMMUNITY INTEREST
community forum held at the Greek Club

EDL believes this globally significant renewable project
will continue to receive international attention from the
media and the power generation industry and that the
Coober Pedy community will have something it will be
proud to show off to the world for years to come which
be more than a replacement for the existing turbine. This
was the first commercial wind turbine in Australia and
has become an icon for the community but earlier this
year it reached the end of its mechanical life. As a transition
from the old to the new EDL outlined plans to use part of
the old turbine as a base for a proposed viewing platform
and information centre providing an introduction to the
renewable hybrid project.

on Wednesday evening.
New EDL CEO, James Harman, welcomed the
attendees and said that Coober Pedy was one of his
first visits to an EDL operating site since he took the
reins less than 6 weeks ago.
After the forum James said “I welcomed the opportunity
to have an open discussion with the community and I
look forward to an open and honest relationship between
EDL and the community over the 20 year life of this
exciting world class renewable project.”
EDL provided an update on the progress of the project
that is becoming visible to the community as work
progresses on both the solar and wind sites.

Chris Pantelis takes the opportunity to ask further
questions

EDL was very pleased to announce that its contractor
UGL will be providing work experience to a number of
Coober Pedy school students to help them complete one
of their construction trade subjects.

The 1 Megawatt solar farm is ahead of schedule with
all of the support structures and about a third of the
solar panels in place. By the time work breaks for
Christmas it is expected the solar panel installation will
be almost complete.
Also in November wind contractor Senvion completed
the foundations for the 2 wind turbines, each containing
more than 300 tonnes of reinforced concrete. The power
line connecting the wind and solar plants – the poles of
which are now clearly visible from the highway will also
be completed over the next two weeks.
January will be an important month with the scheduled
installation of the solar inverter and completion of the
solar array plus the installation of the 2 wind turbines
which arrived in Australia this week and which will be
transported to Coober Pedy in early January.

Edward Radeka also asks questions of the EDL team

EDL CEO James Harman (right) with Coober Pedy school
students starting their first work experience shift on the
solar array with UGL. L-R Jayden Watts, Izzy Zelenko,
Cane Ridgway , James Harman

All of the equipment required for the integration of this
complex renewable hybrid will be on site in February
and final construction is expected to be completed in
March when commissioning will commence.

This project provides a platform of renewable generation
which will allow further evolution of power supply to
Coober Pedy as technology develops, and EDL wants to
establish a strong open relationship with the community
and welcomes feedback from the town.

At this stage the project is expected to be complete on
or ahead of schedule which is early July 2017.
EDL reminded the audience that the objective of the
project is to reduce the current power station’s diesel
consumption by around 2.2million litres per annum or
70% which will reduce greenhouse emissions; reduce
exposure to the volatile and uncertain diesel price and
provide a more stable power generation cost.

Frank Pennisi, Flaxton Thrylos and Frank Novosel

Question: If we are paying for it, then how can we find
out how much was paid of the $39 Million to excise the
site from the Crown Land/Native Title area? A. South
Native Title Service has that information.

Questions from the floor reiterated the community
concern about the cost of power in the town. EDL
reminded those attending that it did not set the power
tariff but that the total cost of electricity (generation
plus distribution plus retailing) to the council was higher
than tariff receipts. The gap was filled by a subsidy
from the State Government of the order of $4million
per year.
While this project was expected to reduce the cost of
generation over the project life compared to diesel only
generation a subsidy would still be required, but the cost
would be much more stable which will make council
budgeting easier.

Question: Why wasn’t the amount paid to AMYAC not
listed along with all of the other charges. A. Information
was commercial inconfidence?

Question: asked if there would be an off-peak tariff?
Question: Where is the Environmental Impact Study?
For community reference the EDL website is http://
w w w. e n e r g y d e v e l o p m e n t s . c o m . a u / 0 1 _ c m s /
details.asp?ID=130 .

Local Trevor Gotte speaking with one of the guests

If community members wish to comment or have any
other questions you can contact EDL by emailing
cprhp@edl.com.au

More than half of the $39m capital cost of the project
will be met by EDL with up to $18.4M provided by the
Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA). EDL
outlined the direct community benefits provided by the
project including $25,000 per annum ($500,000 over the
life) contribution for the Opal Festival; Gem Trade Show
and other community projects as administered by the
Council; and agreement to install a new switchboard
($300,000).
EDL also reported that 20 people from the community
had been engaged by the project representing
approximately 30% of labour hours worked to date and
payment for accommodation and other services had
contributed $400,000 into the community.
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Locals Jordan, Nick Dimitropoulos and Bill Korbetis
attended the EDL presentation
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Engineer Graeme Davies mingles with EDL executives
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY - From our files
Coober Pedy Historical Society
Jenny Davison
A recent contribution of Coober Pedy photos
from Bob Del Tedesco included some taken in
April 1990, showing a retrieved rocket loaded
on trucks in the middle of town, which attracted
much attention.
Back in November 1967, this Redstone rocket had
launched Australia’s first satellite, WRESAT, from
Woomera. The rocket’s massive first stage booster
dropped off into the Simpson Desert, its whereabouts
remaining unknown for 22 years until Dick Smith, armed
with coordinates of its probable location, found it.
Then a recovery expedition was organised from Woomera
to retrieve the rocket for the town’s missile collection. It
was a well coordinated, successful recovery that passed
through our town in April 1990.

A retrieved rocket loaded on trucks in the middle of town. Photo: Bob Del Tedesco 1990

Contract awarded
for Oodnadatta
Track upgrade
• Works begin 12-12-2016 on re-sheeting the unsealed road
between Oodnadatta and Ockenden Creek
• Upgrades will reduce the frequency of road closures and
improve safety, road surface and drainage
• Project is a part of the Australian Government’s $3.2
billion Roads to Recovery Programme

Works to re-sheet 46 kilometres of the unsealed road
between Oodnadatta and Ockenden Creek will soon be
underway, following the award of the construction
contract.
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport Darren Chester
said Ceduna Bulk Hauliers & Earthmovers Pty Ltd have
been chosen to deliver works totalling $2.24 million.

The rocket launch, 1967
Photo: Bruce Henderson

A section of the rocket retrieved
Photo: Bruce Henderson

FOODcents®

Avocado, Coriander and Lime Salsa
Ingredients
4 ripe avocados, chopped
3 limes, juiced
2 Tablespoons olive oil
1½ red onions, finely diced
½ bunch coriander leaves washed and chopped
Tabasco sauce to taste
Method
1.
Place avocado in a bowl and add lime juice. Toss gently to coat.
2.
Add oil, onion and coriander.
3.
Add Tabasco sauce to taste.
Toss to combine and season.
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“These works will enhance the road surface and drainage,
reduce the frequency of road closures and improve safety
for road users,” Mr Chester said.
“The Australian Government is funding hundreds of
projects like this across Australia through the $3.2 billion
Roads to Recovery Programme.
“By improving our nation’s roads we can facilitate greater
access for Australians and improve safety, economic and
social outcomes.”
Federal Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey said works are
scheduled for completion by July 2017, weather
permitting. Of all the issues facing our outback regions,
the state of the roads which are their effective economic
lifelines is always number one.
“Works will be undertaken on weekdays between 7am
and 6pm and weekends over 21-day blocks, with sevenday breaks until completion,” Mr Ramsey said.
“Motorists are advised to take note of signage and adhere
to the 25km/h speed restriction to ensure the safety of
road users and workers.
“To minimise the impact on road users, the works and
any associated restrictions will be placed on hold over the
Christmas holidays between 23 December and 3 January
inclusive.”
The project is fully funded by the Australian Government
with the South Australian Government managing the
delivery of the works.
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Letters & Opinions

Police News

Signed Letters to the Editor can be
emailed to cptimes@ozemail.com.au

Don’t Shoot The Messenger
… 05.12.16
‘Freedom of speech’ must be preserved at all
costs … ( Pool Closure)
The town is justifiably upset at the closure of
our pool as daytime temperatures hit 40C.
Vide/CPRT;01.12.16;8/ “Graffiti Bandits
Could Face Penalties”.
Effectively, the subject matter of SAPOL’S ire
concerns an arguably harmless street campaign
to save our pool. The tone of the ‘Police News’
– witness the heading – is insulting. For starters
it is not “graffiti” but legitimate street
commentary.
The pool was closed, and undoubtedly would
have remained close, because of the debt.
The old and new council produced the $9.1M.
debt, not the person/s who sprayed the occasional
wall & fence with a small amount of pertinent
social inscription apropos the closure. At the
public meeting about the pool closure sponsorship
was solicited from the local Chamber of
Commerce to keep the pool gates open over the
summer & school holiday period; but, by way of
relief, nothing was forthcoming. In other words,
the request fell on deaf ears.
One prominent businessman volunteered the
suggestion that during Country Cabinet we could
“hijack” the pollies bus at the airport & transport
it straight to the locked pool. This may have been
tongue-in-cheek but he was generally on the right
track. In fact this idea very nearly elicited a
standing ovation from the audience.
The same gentleman and one senior councillor
were even confident that the pollies would be so
embarrassed about ‘a town with no pool’ that
government money would instantly materialize,
somehow. Alas, the pollies were unmoved by our
plight despite our ebullience. They left as tightfisted as they were generally tight-lipped.
Essentially, they weren’t interested in the pool.

The moral of the story is this: We all must do
whatever we can to reopen the pool (to the
public). In the case of our street artists &
craftsmen & women, they are merely expressing
what we are all feeling. Their messages were
welcome news to many eyes & it is a pity (great
shame) that the DCCP moved with such alacrity
to remove their good deeds. Their creative &
intellectual capital (much of it highly insightful)
ought to have remained for howsoever long it
took to re-open the pool to the public.
We need more people to speak out not less. The
individuals involved in this prank are brave
individuals (social activists) & we salute them.
As for the cost of removing the relevant social
media it is the town’s inestimable pleasure to foot
the bill, in to to.

Yours sincerely … BC Trueman

PS. (1) The scribblers/scribes are welcome to
daub my fence at any time of their choosing. To
this end I live on Matrix Ave. (Lot 799). (2) I will
spit in the eye – hyperbolically – any police officer
that moves to prosecute these heroic (qu.) young
individuals. (3) All power to our youth , if it is in
fact they that are instantly responsible for this
imbroglio. SAPOL. Get over it. It is a storm in a
teacup. You are making unnecessary work for
yourselves. The main game is the reopening of
the pool. Period
Editor’s note: The newspaper editor is generally
responsible for headlines. Such was the case
here, and not the police! Question: So the
grafitti artist has the right to illustrate an
opinion on someone else’s property, and the
editor who physically and intellectually owns
a newspaper, doesn’t?” I believe your summary
of what is or isn’t a correct attribution in this
instance, has a number of debatable points. (Ed)

Are the human beings in remote
areas of no consequence to city
magistrates?
I am a business owner in Coober Pedy and I listen
to the locals in town and all I hear is about the
break-ins and home and caravan invasions. It is
obviously repeat offending by youngsters that
have been granted bail and home detention or else
Magistrates are letting younger offenders off
without convictions.
Why are we being forced to put up with this highly
offensive and intrusive behaviour in our midst?
Why does it appear if you are under 18 years of
age, you get limitless goes at criminal activity so
that by the time these youths are of age, they
have done their apprenticeship in crime? There is
no incentives for them to learn socially acceptable
behaviours.
If our Magistrates let these most obvious
offenders escape an appropriate sentence is it
because it doesn’t happen to them or in their area?

Thursday 15 December 2016

If the Magistrates weren’t so lenient these
teenagers wouldn’t expect bail or home detention
and be so brazen with re-offending.
Young offenders need to be taken off the streets
day and night, perhaps a curfew? They need to
be looked after and get an education, they need
personal pride, they need discipline and they need
to respect others.
Is it also that remote areas are out of sight and
out of mind? Are the human beings in remote
areas of no consequence to city magistrates?
Perhaps an overdue solution would be to learn
constructive skills and basic behaviours in the
Australian Defence Forces.
Yours sincerely, George Russell
Business operator, resident, ratepayer (human
being) - Coober Pedy

On 30th November 2016 at about
2.30 am, John’s Pizza was broken
into. Three people have been
captured on CCTV inside the
premises. A 47 year old male from
Fregon has been arrested and is
appearing in Coober Pedy court in
February 2017 for his involvement
in the matter. Police are still making
further enquiries regarding the 2
outstanding persons.

This week was the final Coober Pedy
Court circuit for 2016 and the
following matters were finalised:A 27 year old Coober Pedy male
pled guilty to one charge of
Disqualified Driving and received a
without conviction penalty and fines
totalling $780.
A 30 year old Coober Pedy female
pled guilty to two Counts of
Disqualified Driving and two Counts
of Drink Drive, she received a
On 1st December 2016 police Conviction and a Good Behaviour
conducted Mobile Driver Testing Bond with fines totalling $1,980.
and a 34 year old male from Alice
Springs was reported 5 times the Coober Pedy Police would like to
drink drive limit, he was also remind everyone that there are
reported for driving whilst increased patrols over the Festive
unlicensed, his vehicle was Period conducting mobile driver
impounded for 28 days and will testing. Penalties for drink driving
appear at court at a later date.
include an immediate loss of licence,
vehicle
impounding,
court
Interlock
On 3rd December 2016 police disqualification,
were conducting Mobile Driver requirements for those who have
Testing on Umoona Road, a 48 year high readings.
old male from Mimili attempted to
avoid driver testing and was stopped On Sunday 4th December, Police
nearby. This male was 3 times the searched a local business premises
drink drive limit and had not held a and located a substantial quantity of
licence since being disqualified for Cannabis and cash. Vehicles and
a serious drink drive incident. The premises at Mintabie were also
vehicle was impounded and he has searched. As a result a 58 year old
male from Mintabie was arrested and
been reported for the offence.
charged with Trafficking a Controls
On the 3rd December 2016 whilst Substance. He will appear in the
the Christmas Street Party was being court at a later date.
held. Police were alerted to a
disturbance
further
along Police remind members of the public
Hutchinson Street, stemming from to call 131444 for Police assistance
a Facebook conversation. As a or 000 in the case of emergency.
result a number of people including,
a 22 year old female from Indulkana If anyone has any information of
was arrested for her behaviour and criminal matters in and around
bailed. A 52 year old male from Coober Pedy please contact CrimeCoober Pedy has also been issued Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or ring
with a $560 fine for disorderly the Coober Pedy Police on
behaviour in the vicinity of licensed 86725056.
premises.

Seven good years

It is time for Phillip and me to start saying goodbye after seven
rewarding years here.
My current employment contract ends on 30/12/16 so we are job hunting
down south.
We will miss so much about life in Coober Pedy. We will miss our wonderful
friends and work colleagues in particular.
Sincere thanks to all health staff and other services who worked with me
to assist people in distress. Recovery requires a team effort and it was due
to your caring participation that so many successful outcomes were
achieved.
We expect to move by mid-January but are not yet sure if we will relocate
to Adelaide or another country centre. (I am waiting on results from current
applications).
Our years here will never be forgotten. We both loved our work here and
learned so much but it is time to move on to a new adventure. Visitors will
always be welcome where ever we are.

Sincerely, Jenni Morley
INDEMNITY: Opinions and letters published in The Coober Pedy Regional
Times are not necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher. Right of reply
is always available.
Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full responsibility for the
contents of advertisements and other submitted, signed material and agree to indemnify the
publishers against any claim or proceedings out of the publication of such advertisements or
material. Provision of material or copy for publication in the Coober Pedy Regional Times
Newspaper constitutes acceptance by advertisers, advertising agencies and other
contributors of this condition.
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Every year around 300,000 babies are born in
Australia and of that figure, Coober Pedy births make
up a very small number. However a spate of babies
in any community serves to remind us of our
responsibilities in preparing a solid future for the next
generation being born ‘today’.
In this paper we congratulate families of some of the
Coober Pedy babies born in the latter part of 2016
Congratulations to Theo and Sarah Gountounas of Seven
Stones Designer Jewellers on the arrival of Kyriako Paul
Gountounas (Jack), born at Burnside Hospital in Adelaide
on 12th August 2016.

KIDS SET TO MAKE THEIR MARK
ON THE OPAL CAPITAL!
Evelyn Julie Key (Evie) is Coober Pedy’s latest
resident.
Evie was born on the 19th of November at 9:45am, just
two days before her mum (Kim Key’s) 30th Birthday.
She clocked in at 2.8kg, 47cm long and her head had a
circumference of 34cm.
Parents Matt and Kim Key along with daughter Elsie are
excited to introduce Evie to everyone in Coober Pedy.
“Evie has secured her place on Santa’s good list, after
visiting him in Adelaide at only 9 days old – Santa said
that she’s the youngest visitor that he’s ever had. She did
have some trouble articulating what gifts she wanted for
Christmas”, Matt told us.
“Already Elsie and her sister are partners in crime and
Elsie is so excited to show off her sister. She will tell
anyone who asks that her sister is “so tiny” and “very
cute”, and asks to cuddle her at every opportunity.”
“We are excited to get back to Coober Pedy and introduce
Evie to outback living!” said Matt.
Most of us in Coober Pedy know Matt Key. Firstly as a
school teacher at CPAS, and secondly as the Chairperson
of the Coober Pedy Drive-In committee.
Matt shared their journey to Coober Pedy with us: “In
January 2014 Kim and I headed north from Adelaide to
get to work in the Opal Capital of the World. Nine months
later, our first child, Elizabeth (nick-named Elsie), was
born on the ninth of September,” he said.

Kyriako Paul Gountounas (Jack) occupies a
place in Coober Pedy’s history as a third
generation of opal industry babies.
Jack is a long awaited brother for Kate Gountounas and
of equal importance he is the third generation of the
Gountounas line of Opal Men in Coober Pedy!
Jack weighed in at 3.36kgs or 7lb 6oz and measured a
lengthy 51cm! Mum Sarah Gountounas says, “Everyone
is delighted and we all doing well, apart from some sleep
deprivation!
We look forward to seeing more of Jack and Kate’s
progress as Coober Pedy’s new generation gets set to
make their mark on the opal capital.

MELBOURNE CUP 2016
AT CPAS

Elsie, Matt and Kim Key with new bub
Evie (Photo: Shutter Photography
“2-year-old Elsie has loved growing up in Coober Pedy
and has made many friends at the child care centre,
play gym and the swimming pool. She also occasionally
volunteers at the drive in greeting patrons at the gate.
But the time had come to find her yet another friend
who can stay by her side as she continues to grow, and
we were excited at the beginning of the year to discover
we had another child on the way,” said Matt.
Congratulations once again Matt and Kim on the arrival
of your new daughter Evie!

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT
CPAS IN 2017
2017 LEADERSHIP TEAM
Principal Kathryn Bruggeman
Deputy Principal Ravi Padayachi
Senior Leader Primary Casey Rivett
Senior Leader Intervention Veronika Witham
Senior Leader AET Michael Beelitz
(Aboriginal Education)
School Counsellor Belle Maduro









UNDERGROUND
BOOKS

OUTBACK MAILRUN TOUR
Cards & Stationary
Computer Supplies
Desert Parks Agent & other tours
Maps & Books on the area
Local Information/Road report
Phone: (08) 8672 5558

This year sees a large number of staff leaving CPAS.
Farewell to: Luke Kenny, Adele Kenny, Angela Ratcliffe,
Geri Savill, Daniel Botten, Nichole Runge,
Lisa Vermeeren, Beth Greiner, Sarah Turner,
Peter Lesue, Chris Butler.

397 Burton Road, Burton SA

Flat Hill Road Coober Pedy

To celebrate the Melbourne Cup this year younger CPAS students made their own horses to race.
They painted them, decorated them and gave each horse a name.
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Christmas street party lifts local spirits
By Margaret Mackay
The 2016 Christmas Street Party on Friday gave a
much needed boost to the community this year. The
social event that may become an annual occurrence
served to lift the spirits of the local residents as a
very uncertain year wound up.
Christine Challis principal organiser said, “To all those
who supported the evening by either their donations for
raffle prizes, or by purchasing a raffle ticket - thank you.”
The money raised was donated to the Council to cover
the insurance on the night.
“The Catacomb Church Choir led by Tracey Piggott
provided carols for the evening. A big thank you - it was
beautiful”, said Christine.

Above and below Christmas Street Party in full swing

Photos: Margaret Mackay

Jenny Gough finds a bargain at the stalls

Lois Watts doing a good trade pre-Christmas
Ms Challis thanked the Catholic Church for the use of
their carpark. “There were no funds this year to close off
the road so that we could use the shaded area opposite,
but the carpark had a cosy atmosphere, particularly after
the sun had set. Thank you to the stall holders who endured
the afternoon heat, and to the council and council workers
for their volunteering support,” she said.

Local stall holders appreciated the opportunity to make a few sales

“Thank you to Santa for his appearance on the night; the
kids were not disappointed, and to the Fire brigade,
Ambulance and SES for their demonstrations of local
volunteering services. Thank you to the Coober Pedy
Regional Times once again for being there to record the
event.”
“Last but not least thank you to the general public for
your attendance and and to my co-organiser Robin Rapaic
and assistant Sophie Reynolds for making the evening
such a success. Without you all there would not have
been a street party,” concluded Ms Challis.

Father Christmas was popular with the kids

Geoff and Tracey Piggott at their stall

Raffle winners for the Christmas Street Party
Lucy--- 7 Stones E/R, Kyle----Umoona Mine & Museum,
voucher, Michelle ----Umoona Mine & Museum, voucher,
P. Reynolds---Opalios, B. Mathews---Star Opal,
Boro--Outback Bar & Grill, Dragan--Shelley's Nail Beauty
& Spa, Kyle---Comfort Inn, Dragan--- Umoona Mine &
Museum, voucher, Luka -- Radekas, Mira---Con (IGA
opal shop) Big Val---John & Yoka, Donna G Hamper, T
Noble -- Hamper, Ticket green E65-- Hamper, Colin
McClean--Star Opal.

See more photos on page 16
Thursday 15 December 2016
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CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISING
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates

FOR SALE - DUGOUT

POSITION VACANT

Location with views

RESTAURANT Duty Manager
• The successful applicant must be:
• A strong team motivator
• Excellent communication skills & personal
presentation
• Hard working, effective, friendly & outgoing.
• Prepared to live and work in the Outback.
• Hold a diploma in management or equivalent
and a min. of 3 years work experience

Originally built 1920’s
Featured in a post card, ex show
home. Professionally renovated. 4
bedrooms plus. Hey dig more! This
secure family home has too many
features to list. All furniture, electricals
etc included -just move in! Plus
newly tunnelled seperate guest
dugout. Asking $125K (REDUCED).
Tel 0419032071

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section
28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the delegate of
the Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy
intends to grant an Exploration Licence over the
area described below.
Applicant:
Location:

Marmota Energy Limited
Mulgathing area approx. 60 km
northwest of Tarcoola
Pastoral Leases: Mulgathing, Bulgunnia
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
77
Ref:
2016/00146
Plan and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of State Development website:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.
au/exploration/public_notices or by contacting
Mineral Tenements on 08 8463 3103.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
land_access/community_information or hard copy
on request to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of State Development
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy
www.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au
PN1454

POSITION VACANT

Please email pinkroadhouse@bigpond.com for
a detailed position description.
All applications must have a cover letter outlining
why you would be the right applicant for this job.
We require referees along with your CV
Applications
to
be
pinkroadhouse@bigpond.com

sent

to

PUBLIC NOTICE

Shell Patch vandalism
- The dugout, hut and objects at the
Shell Patch are private property.
- Whoever is removing things
(generator and Dodge Ute) is
instructed to return them
IMMEDIATELY.
- Site presently subject to heritage
application
The owner
BC Trueman

Station Operator Maintainer
(Coober Pedy)
Energy Developments Pty Ltd (EDL) is an integrated energy company
engaged in the development and management of an international portfolio
of energy projects, with particular focus on renewable waste fuels,
remote power station operations, Waste Coal Mine Gas projects and
the rapidly expanding liquefied natural gas (LNG) industry. EDL is
constructing a new hybrid power station at Coober Pedy in South
Australia, using state of the art wind, solar and battery technologies.
The station will provide all electricity requirements for the town on a 24/
7 basis.
We are currently recruiting for a Station Operator Maintainer position
to be based at our new Power Station in Coober Pedy. This is a full
time residential role with on call responsibilities, and reports remotely
to the Operations Supervisor who is based in Perth. A relocation
package will be available.
The purpose of this position will be to operate and maintain the power
station plant and equipment in a safe, reliable and cost efficient
manner.

Responsibilities will include, but are not limited to the
following:
•

Actively ensure own health and safety and the safety of others.

•
•

Abide by and promote EDL core “SPIRIT” values.
Maintain a high level of cleanliness and manage site
documentation/correspondence.
Initiate and lead onsite preventative and breakdown maintenance
programs.
Professionally liaise with EDL, client and community
stakeholders.
Drive efficiency and reliability through planning, innovation and
cost management

•

PUBLIC NOTICE

•
•

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section
28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the delegate of
the Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy
intends to grant an Exploration Licence over the
area described below.
Applicant:
Location:

•
•

Good interpersonal, communication and customer skills.
Thorough knowledge of safety and environmental standards of
practice.
Strong commitment to high performance standards.
Ability to work autonomously & have a high level of initiative.
Trouble shooting and fault finding skills, able to read and interpret
electrical drawings.

Renascor Resources Limited
Lake Harris area approx. 90 km
southeast of Tarcoola
Pastoral Leases: Kokatha
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
132
Ref:
2016/00154

•
•
•

Plan and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of State Development website:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.
au/exploration/public_notices or by contacting
Mineral Tenements on 08 8463 3103.

Qualifications and Experience required:

Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
land_access/community_information or hard copy
on request to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of State Development
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral
Resources and Energy

397 Burton Road, Burton
reception@mcardlefreight.com.au

Person Specification:

PN1437

www.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au

NEED TO ADVERTISE?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mandatory- South Australian “A” Grade Electrical License
(endorsed ‘Electrical Mechanical’ preferable, as a minimum
endorsed ‘Electrical Fitter’).
Mandatory- Current SA drivers licence (“C” class).
Desirable- HV Switching qualifications.
Desirable- (Instrumentation) qualifications.
Desirable- Power station, plant or network experience.
Desirable- Experience with plant control systems (PLC, Scada,
Sitec etc).
Desirable- Experience with diesel engines, solar or wind
generation systems

Applications close Friday 30 December 2016.
Please contact Renai Blake on 07 3275 5589.

Coober Pedy Regional Times
email:cptimes@ozemail.com.au

Tel: 08 86725920
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Selected candidates will be required to go through
background screening.

Keep the Outback Beautiful
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Holiday
arrangements for
Centrelink, Medicare
and Child Support
There will be some changes to payments and
services over the Christmas and New Year holiday
period for Centrelink, Medicare and Child Support
customers.
All service centres and most phone lines providing
Centrelink, Medicare and Child Support services will be
closed from 26 to 28 December 2016 and on Monday 2
January 2017.
Department of Human Services General Manager, Hank
Jongen, said self service options would continue to be
available during the holiday period.
“The department’s Express Plus mobile apps, phone self
service lines and online accounts through myGov, are
the easiest way to do your business with us over the
Christmas and New Year break,” Mr Jongen said.
“You will be able to check your reporting dates, update
your details and report your earnings quickly and easily
with these options. You can also lodge some Medicare
claims this way.”

PETITION TO SACK COUNCIL
HANDED TO STATE GOVERNMENT
FOR CONSIDERATION
A public meeting held on 20
November 2016 has resulted in
over 200 signatures of residents
and ratepayers that want to see a
Public Administrator appointed at
the Coober Pedy Council.
The petition was handed to the
member for Giles Mr. Eddie
Hughes MP on Wednesday 14
December at Whyalla. The state
Parliament resumes in mid Feb.

Mr. Angelo Gountounas runs
an opal shop in Hutchison
Street and he also owns a group
of three commercial premises.
Mr. Gountounas presented to
the meeting over a dozen rate
comparisons that show
irregularities that appear to
favour some elected members
or their families.

Coober Pedy ratepayers received
a shock this year when the
council’s debt escalated to the
point they were rumoured to be
operating insolvent. The council’s
total liability is listed in the annual
business plan as $9.1 million.

Mr. Gountounas said that he
wants the matter investigated.
As well as handing the petition
to the local member Mr. Eddie
Hughes, he is also preparing the
matter for a higher authority to
look into.

Less than a year ago the debt sat
on $4 million and many residents
are of the opinion that do not
believe that the council is capable
of managing the funds any longer.

“It is very difficult to expect
anyone locally to look into this
because there are too many
cross purposes here”, said Mr.
Gountounas.

The brunt of the debt has now
been apportioned to the ratepayers
to pay off with residents noting
that unreasonable service charges
have been applied to their rates,
with businesses in the main street
the hardest hit.

“As well as that we have the
fear of bullies,” he said.
“We had a meeting with the
council over multiple rates
issues in September, and noone has communicated one

Mr. Angelo Gountounas at the public
meeting of residents and ratepayers
word to us about the concerns we took to that
meeting. From what I can see this council is
swimming in problems and has wasted borrowed
money on frivilous matters. We want a Public
Administrator appointed so the residents who have
invested in this town can feel confident again.”

Mr Jongen said automatic payments will not be delayed
by the holidays, but some people may receive their
payments earlier than usual.
“It’s important to remember that an early payment is
not an extra payment - it’s just your normal payment
paid early. You may need to budget carefully so this
payment lasts until your next payment is due,” Mr Jongen
said.
“If you are due to report on a holiday closure date, you
may need to report early. Your payment will be made
after you have reported” Mr Jongen said.

Emotions ran high when members of the Greek community felt they had been insulted

“You can check your reporting date on your reporting
statement, which is displayed on your myGov and
Centrelink online account or phone self service. We
would have also sent you a reminder.
“While your reporting date may be different, the
assessment period remains the same. You still need to
report estimates of earnings and other changes for your
normal 14 day assessment period.
“There are no changes to child support arrangements,
however payments made after 22 December may be
delayed by public holidays.
“People can continue to lodge Medicare claims at their
doctor’s office or using self service. Critical services
for Medicare providers such as organ donor and PBS
authorities will remain available over the Christmas/New
Year period.”

Coober Pedy residents listened while Angelo Gountounas spoke of management problems and
rating inconsistencies in council

People can transfer funds to their BasicsCard throughout
the holiday period by using self service or calling 1800
132 594 between 8am – 5pm. BasicsCard balances can
be checked at any time by calling 1800 057 111.
To find out more about holiday period reporting and
payment dates at humanservices.gov.au/holidays

Right: Some of the attendees
at public meeting held to
discuss sacking the council

Thursday 15 December 2016

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Page

11

GUIDE TO SHOPS AND SERVICES
IN COOBER PEDY The Opal Capital of the World
Accommodation
Oasis Tourist Park 1
Restaurants
John’s Pizza Bar 2
Outback Bar & Grill 3

1

Opal Shops
Just Opals 4
Seven Stones Jewellers 5

7

RSL

8

Fuel Outlets
Opal Miner’s Enterprises 6
Bulls Garage 7

6
4

Other Services
Bridgestone Tyres 8
Mik Lee @ Bulls 7
Boland Backhoe Services
Coober Pedy Glass Works
McArdle’s Freight
Underground Books
Coober Pedy Glassworks

2

5

Cultural Clubs
Returned Soldiers League
Greek Community

GREEK
HALL

3

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
Ambulance, Fire and Police - 000
National Security Hotline: 1800123400
Police Stations
Coober Pedy: 08 86725056
Marla: 86707020
Oodnadatta: 86707805
Coober Pedy Hospital 08 86725009
Coober Pedy School 08 86725077
District Council Coober Pedy: 86724600
Australia Post:
Coober Pedy: 86725062
Marla: 86707001
Mintabie: 86705000
Oodnadatta: 86707819

UNDERGROUND
BOOKS

John’s Pizza Bar
& Restaurant
Open 7 days 9am -10pm
10% Discount for Pensioners
Ph:08 8672 5561 Fax:08 8672 5537

Email: johnpizza@dodo.com
Hutchison Street opposite Desert Cave Hotel









OUTBACK MAILRUN TOUR
Cards & Stationary
Computer Supplies
Desert Parks Agent & other tours
Maps & Books on the area
Local Information/Road report
Phone: (08) 8672 5558

Affordable

Opals
&

Souvenirs
Located in IGA MALL
OME OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 7.00am - 1.00pm; Sun Closed

- OUTBACK BAR & GRILL -

EL
U
F
AP
CHE

• Fuel Gas Refills • General Engineering & Light Fabrication
• Industrial & Hardware Supplies • Filters all types • Hydraulic Fittings
• Oils • Bearings • V Belts • Hosing • Air Fittings • Trailer Parts
• Safety Gear • Chain Blocks • Slings • Rigging Gear • Cigweld Agent

Searle Trading Pty Ltd/ Opal Miners' Enterprises
Lot 1299 Old Water Tank Rd, Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone: (08) 86725830 ABN: 44 761 266 367

BOLAND BACKHOE SERVICES

Local family business with a Tip truck, backhoe and bobcat
with auger attachment for hire at reasonable rates. Available
for hire to mining companies and pastoral properties

Contact Ken or Nola
Home phone (08) 86723451
Ken’s Mobile 0417828186
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by Margaret Mackay

An exchange of overseas students with
Coober Pedy families, has brought
forward some wonderful reports,
indicating that there is potention for the
program to continue again next year.

Exchange students program at
Coober Pedy may continue
“Julia and Beatriz as well as two other students, Daniel
from Germany and Eva from Italy who stayed with other
hosts, were quite popular at our school,” she said.
“Julia and Beatriz, Rod and myself would like to thank the
Coober Pedy Area School, Trevor Berry from the Old
Timers Mine and the Kangaroo Orphanage’s Josephine
Terry Brennan-Kuss for making their stay more
interesting”, Shelley told us.

Students that visited Coober Pedy recently are from the
YFU student exchange (and NOT the Rotary student
exchange as previous published).
YFU stands for Youth for Understanding and began in the
US and originally sent students to Germany after the war
to develop good relationships. They have a head office in
Sydney and it manages New Zealand as well. The YFU is
a non for profit organisation that enables students to have
great experiences at a reasonable price.

Program coordinator Margaret Riches said, “They had a
great time with Shelley and Rod and although they enjoyed
school they really appreciated Rod and Shelley going out
of their way to show them around.”
“The girls thought the sunsets were absolutely amazing
and now have them as the background on their phones.”

Margaret Riches (wife of Grant Riches - Coober Pedy’s
Consultant Building Surveyor) is the SA Co-ordinator for
the YFU student exchange.

Daniel Renner from Germany was hosted by Razz Jones
and Mark East, and Eva Martini from Italy was hosted by
Allan and Ngaere Dawson.

What a delight to see a real baby kangaroo at
close range for these students from Brazil

Mrs. Riches who was a primary teacher until 5 years ago
said, “I actually enjoy seeing the personal growth in these
kids and developing relationships with them and the host
families.”
“We hope to be able to send another small group up again
for a week in March next year so I may be seeking some
more families.”
“We are working hard in SA to give Australian students
the opportunity to do an exchange as well as welcoming
students from all over the world. YFU has a bigger base
in the Eastern states so these students were the first group
to South Australia,” concluded Mrs. Riches.

Margaret and Grant Riches with their two
children Lachlan and Lexie
Margaret visits schools in South Australia giving out
information about exchange programmes to countries all
over the world. She runs information meetings and selects
students to travel, and also finds families for students
coming into South Australia from other countries.
“I am their point of contact in South Australia and I try to
organise events for them and maintian contact with their
host families and their schools throughout their stay,
explained Mrs. Riches.

Beatriz and Julia at the Melbourne Cup - Opal
Inn - with Shelley Wells

“This visit started at lunch one day when the students,
host families and I were discussing interesting places in
SA.”
“I mentioned that Grant worked in Coober Pedy and went
on to describe the town.”
“Of course the students wanted to go so I approached
the school first to see if they could do a week there.
Principal Steve Marshall was very accommodating and
said they were welcome if I could get host families.”
“Finding families was the next problem and having to do
the working with children police checks from Adelaide.
Grant was very helpful suggesting potential host families.”
“The paperwork was enormous as all the students needed
permission from their parents, host families and school.”

The girls get some eye to eye contact with baby
joey’s atJosephine’s Kangaroo Orphanage in
Coober Pedy

Beatriz Machado and Julia Bertozzi from Brazil
underground at the Old Timer’s Mine

“The families who hosted them were amazing and I can't
thank them enough.”
Shelley and Rod Wells told how they had the delightful
pleasure of being hosts to exchange students Beatriz
Machado and Julia Bertozzi from Brazil.
Shelley reports that Beatriz and Julia thoroughly enjoyed
their visit to Coober Pedy.
“Whilst they attended the Coober Pedy Area School on
their visit, they also indulged to the fullest extent in the
Coober Pedy lifestyle. The girls experiences included living
underground to experiencing the nation’s greatest horse
race the Melbourne Cup at the Opal Inn on the big screen”,
said Shelley.

Thursday 15 December 2016

Crocodile Harry’s underground lair was another
must see for the two Brazillian students
How much can two girls fit into one week?
Horseriding along Tom Cat Hill Road as well

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Photos: Shelley Wells
Page 13

What’s On
PLEASE KEEP YOUR SPONSORED
EVENT ENTRIES RELEVENT TO
THE COMMUNITY. PLEASE REVISE
YOUR ENTRIES FOR NEXT YEAR
Send to cptimes@ozemail.com.au

TUESDAY
Drop in Centre 3:00 – 6:00pm;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)
DISTRICT COUNCIL
MEETINGS 3rd Tuesday each
month at 7pm
AMBULANCE TRAINING
7.30pm Umoona Road. Every
Tuesday except school holidays

COOBER PEDY?
& Visiting Services

FRIDAY
GREEK CLUB - Bingo 7.30
pm
Coober Pedy Scrabble and
Backgammon 7.30pm
United Club . All skill levels
welcome
AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222
Late Night Fridays 6:00 –
10:00pm; 11-17(Sophie
Reynolds)

SATURDAYS
Drop in Centre; 11:00 – 2:00;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)

WEDNESDAY

MINE RESCUE/SES
Training (Alternate Saturdays)
0427725446

Wednesday-Links 11:00 –
2:00pm Ages 17 and older
(Sophie Reynolds)

CFS TRAINING - every
second Saturday at 2pm
Need new members urgently

Active Boys Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)
LITTLE MUSICIANS 10:30am –
11:15am School (old Deadly
Centre) 3 – 6 years (Donna
Clements)

Active Girls Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)

FRIDAYS
GREEK HALL

7pm Charcoal BBQ & Salad
Every FRIDAY night

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy
Chapman on 0401092264 to
book a time .

cptimes@ozemail.com.au

or
telephone
86725920

TWIGHLIGHT GOLF with a
social ambrose 3 – 6 hole
competition from 6pm
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7pm Friday night Clay Target
Shotgun
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VACSWIM
2017
at Coober
Pedy
is open for registrations with
organisers.
In Coober Pedy VACSWIM is a 5
day program starting 16th to the
20th January with individual
enrolment starting at $30 per
participant.

FOR
EMERGENCY
FIRE
POLICE

during
Court Circuit.
Weeks commencing -

TO BE ADVISED
Free initial legal advice to anyone anytime!
Please contact Andrew and make
an appointment prior to his arrival.

TAX & FINANCIAL

incorporating

TO BE ADVISED
For any other enquiries

PLAY TIME 2pm – 3:30pm
School Gym
0-5 YEARS & Parent/Carer

specialising in rough and cut
opal, will be held on the 15th
and 16th April.

No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy Chapman
on 0401092264 to book a time .
.

COOBER PEDY DATES 2017

2017 Visits to Coober Pedy

The 2017 Coober Pedy
Gem Trade Show,

CP SHOOTERS CLUB

Phone: 08 8361 9148
Email:
Admin@wklaw.com.au

RING 000

SUNDAYS

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

WK Lawyers

Waters & Younger

Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

SUNDAY GOLF has ceased
for the summer period, and will
resume again next year.
(Watch this space)

LEGAL SERVICES

AMBULANCE

.CROATION CLUB

(Donna Clements)

What’s On
Enquiries
Email

in

The trade show will coincide with
the Opal Festival, offering visitors a
vast array of entertainment options
over the Easter long weekend.
The Croatian Club host the Gem
Trade Show, providing a
professional and air-conditioned
environment for the numerous local
and national exhibitors who will be
able to showcase high quality opals
at trade prices to international and
domestic buyers.

Ring 8672 5979 or 8291 2111 for
an appointment
Richard 0422428850
COUNCIL ELECTIONS

The next Council
elections will take place
during November 2018
STATE ELECTIONS

The next State
election will be held
on 17 March 2018

The 2016 Gem Trade Show
received considerable interest from
the Chinese, Japanese and Indian
buyers in attendance.

SCHOOL TERM DATES

To secure a booth or table, please
contact Yanni Athanasiadis,
Chairperson, on M: +61 400 865
568 +61 8 8672 5288 or at
umoona@ozemail.com.au

Term 1: 30 January - 13 April
Term 2: 1 May - 7 July
Term 3: 24 July - 29 September
Term 4: 16 October - 8 December

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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Bridgestone
Service Centre
Coober Pedy
warns locals
about driver
fatigue
Bridgestone is urging local motorists to stay alert
this Christmas, with national data showing a
significant increase in fatigue related crashes
during the holidays.
Bridgestone Service Centre Coober Pedy owner Neville
Hall said that while fatality rates were not necessarily
higher or lower than normal during holiday periods, the
characteristics of road crashes were vastly different.
“Most people think crashes are more prevalent during
the holiday period, but data shows that’s not the case.
It’s actually the risk factors that are different over the
holidays, with more people travelling on unfamiliar roads
for longer periods of time to new destinations,” Neville
said.
“As a result, there’s an increase in the number of single
vehicle crashes, crashes occurring on roads with speed
limits of 100 and above, and metropolitan drivers involved
in fatal crashes in rural areas. There’s also a noticeable
increase in fatigue related crashes.”
With fatigue responsible for 20-30% of all road deaths
and severe injuries – on par with speeding and drink
driving – Neville said it was important to remain alert.
Neville will be following Road Safety Education Limited’s
tips for managing fatigue:
•
Don’t get behind the wheel if you’re
already tired.
•
Get a good night’s sleep before you
leave.
•
Ensure you get enough sleep.
•
Most people need 7-9 hours per day and
young people often require more than that.
•
Avoid driving at the high-risk times. E.g.
when you would usually be asleep or after a long
day of activities.
•
Take frequent breaks. A break at least
every two hours is the current recommendation.
•
Notice the warning signs and stop driving
immediately. •
The only cure for
sleepiness is sleep, so take a 10-20 minute
power nap.
•
Share the driving on long trips.
•
Be aware of the effects of any
medications you are taking.

“It’s important to remember that driver fatigue can affect
anyone, no matter how much experience you’ve had
behind the wheel. These simple tips will go a long way
to keeping you and your family safe,” Neville said.
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TREATY DISCUSSIONS WITH
ABORIGINAL SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
The South Australian government will commence
treaty discussions with Aboriginal South
Australians as the next step towards reconciliation
and building Aboriginal governance in the state.
The government has set aside $4.4 million over five years
to support the treaty process, the appointment of an
Independent Commissioner for Treaty, and governance
training and support for Aboriginal nations to participate
in the treaty negotiations.
The landmark announcement would, for the first time in
Australia’s history, commit a state to tailored negotiations
with separate Aboriginal nations, to recognise the cultural
authority of Australia’s first people, and consider the
consequences of settlement.
Negotiations will be open-ended, with no presumed treaty
outcomes or form.
The announcement coincides with the first official leader
to leader meeting between the government and the first
three Aboriginal Regional Authorities at Parliament House
today.
In an Australian first, the Aboriginal Regional Authority
Policy formally recognises Aboriginal organisations

responsible for representing and advocating for their
communities, driving regional priorities and economic
growth, and working in partnership with government on
key issues.
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliations Minister
Kyam Maher said, “Today marks an important day for all
of the people of South Australia with the logical next step
being taken towards reconciliation by commencing treaty
discussions.”
“Treaty is an important step towards addressing the
wrongs of the past. The fact that so many Aboriginal
people to this day face such significant disadvantage
remains the greatest stain on our society.”
“The best policies come about through community
involvement and treaty will rely upon strong engagement
from the Aboriginal community in our state,” he said.
“Discussions will include consideration of how, in the
future, government and communities will design and
deliver services and policy.”
“The road ahead to negotiate and agree on the terms of
treaties will not be simple, but it is a crucial step that must
be made towards reconciliation,” concluded Mr. Maher.

PREPARING YOUR HOME AND FAMILY
FOR BUSHFIRE SEASON
Summer is definitely here. For most of us it means
beach trips and BBQ’s with friends. It also brings
much hotter weather and the chance of bushfires.

“All Australians should be removing any dead and dry
material around their property. People should also trim
low lying branches two metres from the ground”, said
Lachlan Adams, Co-Founder, MyGenerator.com.au.

Preparation for bushfire season should be a year-round
task, but if you haven’t started yet, here are some tips
to help as a guide and remember it’s never too late to
make preparations to protect your home and family.

There are also a number of items that can help in a bushfire
situation:

•
Trees and plants provide fuel for fires.
Remove the build up of dead branches, bark or
shrubs
•
If you’re planting a garden, plant trees
away from the house so limbs and branches
don’t hang over your roof and drop leaves in
gutters. These can ignite quickly if burning
embers fall on them.
•
Clean leaves from your roof, gutters and
downpipes
•
Remove all flammable material that is
within 20 metres of your property. This includes
flammable liquids and newspapers or cardboard
that you have stockpiled for recycling.
“No-one wants to be impacted by a bushfire. Often there
is nothing that can be done to stop damage, but if you
follow the above small tips you will have at least given
your place every chance of surviving if a bushfire is in
your area.
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During a bushfire, power and water may be cut off and
this often happens in advance. A small power generator
will allow your family access to small appliances and allow
laptops and phones to continue to be charged.

•
Portable battery radios allow people to
listen to news updates
•
Good quality torches and long life
batteries are imperative
•
Packed bag with fresh clothes which can
be easily carried
•
A quality high-pressure fire fighting pump
to help with any small spot fires and to water your
garden/foliage on your property in preparation
“If you do live in a bushfire zone please organise a bushfire
plan with your family and make sure everyone knows
what it is, where they need to go if they get separated and
what items they can grab quickly if they are forced to
evacuate”, concluded Adams.
If families take the time to make the necessary preparations
they will have a better chance to keep their home and
family safe this bushfire season.
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Christmas street party lifts local spirits

Cheryl Walker and Sharlette looking after a stall
Right: Locals looking over
the stalls

Perched in a little cut-out at the Underground Catholic
Church having a chat are friends Evie and Tiyannah
Left: Songbird the Magpie made an appearance at the
Street Party

Yanni Pantelis enjoys the Christmas street party
with his family
Locals itting around in the
evening having a social
time out

Chris Challis, Robyn Rapaic, Sophie Reynolds and Doug
Illic
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Rod Wells keeping busy making pop-corn
for the crowd
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Shelley and Rod Wells, stall-holders at the Street Party
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