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NEW CPAS PRINCIPAL HELPS
STUDENTS TO ‘OWN’ THEIR EDUCATION
When you meet Karen Cornelius, the new Principal
of Coober Pedy Area School, you quickly get the
idea that she has a genuine concern for the
students in our school.
Karen believes that for the best outcomes, students need
to be engaged with their learning and not just doing it
because they have to. Engagement she says, comes
from having a say in the learning process and the running
of the school – ‘student voice’ as she calls it.
Karen arrived in town in late April, with her beautiful
dog Indy who has become a regular part of the school
community. Indy has slipped easily into the role of
‘Reading Dog’, listening patiently and without judgement
while children read aloud to her. The students love her
and love sharing their reading with her.
Karen’s most recent jobs were working in an
international school in Thailand as the Head of Early
Years and most recently as an Education Consultant,
working in over 50 schools in South Australia to support
teachers to evaluate their teaching and technology use
as they work toward greater student engagement and
better outcomes.
“In Thailand, 70% of our students were non-English
speaking and struggled with literacy. Through tailoring
of intervention to meet individual needs, the English
speakers reached an age appropriate level and others
made more than a year of progress within 12 months.”

Karen Cornelius believes in engaging with students, and nurturing the student voice
Karen believes in shared decision making and has been
meeting with all the staff, as well as students and parents;
listening to their individual perspectives to gain an
understanding of our school and to build on the successful
practices already in place. “Our staff are the most
important resource we have and I want to work with
them to prioritise every learner in our school.”

Giving student’s more responsibility for their own learning
is an approach Karen strongly believes in. She
advocates for students to have a say in what they can
choose to study as they will then be more engaged in
their learning.

An often-untapped resource are community members who
have much to contribute to students. Karen has been
meeting community groups and individuals to find out
what has worked well at the school, share the vision for
the school and seek to link with community resources.

“Students who feel as though school ‘is done to them’,
feel little ownership in their education and often don’t
take responsibility or want to do more than the absolute
minimum.”
Thus, in semester 2, a major change process has started,
with students in Years 8-10 having the opportunity to
choose 3 electives alongside the required subjects of
English, Maths and Science. Almost all students have
positive feedback about this change, appreciating learning
that is relevant to them and enjoying being in class with
others with common interests. Teachers also say that
they appreciate having students in their classes who
chose to be there and that engagement is the key to
successful learning.
The change process is just beginning, with plans to run
the school timetable based on students’ needs, interests
and pathways, rather than the curriculum. Karen assures
me that this will not disadvantage students who want to
go to university because all pathways can be
accommodated in a more flexible timetable arrangement,
and more focussed academic attention can be offered
those who need it.
A major step towards the goal of giving students a
greater voice, was an event held on Wed 6th September
at the Golf Club. All students in Year 7-11 attended.
There were short presentations by Karen and 4 people
who sought to inspire the high schoolers to dream about
life’s possibilities.

We welcome Karen to our town and look forward to
working together for the best outcomes for our kids.

Coober Pedy Area School Principal Karen
Cornelius with Indy the Reading Dog
Pathways and careers consultants spoke about their roles
in helping the school to facilitate apprenticeships; school
based and post-school. OZ Minerals’ community liaison,
Allan Kane, and local man Marty Grava shared personal
stories about how they came to be where they are now
and the diverse opportunities that exist in Coober Pedy
for local students. All students were then individually
surveyed about their passions, interests and pathway plans
- both short and long term.
The information gathered, Karen said, will be used to create
2018 curriculum offerings and a timetable more in sync
with students needs and interests. There are plans for
exciting new projects, problem based learning and
community engagement, including a STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) contemporary
engineering project that will utilise local knowledge about
opal mining and jewellery making.

Students that may otherwise feel self-conscious,
are relaxed and more expressive with Indy the
Reading Dog eager to hear their stories
Article: Tracey Piggott
Photos: Margaret Mackay
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CONTRIBUTORS
The Coober Pedy Regional Times - “Your Outback
Communities Newspaper”, became a FREE Newspaper
in 2006 and increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies
+ Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events thus
distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no external
funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people; A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those who
wield the greatest governmental and corporate
power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura Poitras and
Jeremy Scahill

‘Media releases’ may be submitted however there is no
obligation on the newspaper to publish any part of it.
Media releases are generally one sided so comments
may’ be extracted and used in a related article. CPRT
does not provide free space for political or advertising
propaganda . Advertising rates are on the left.
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS 2017

Letters to Editor are sent by email where possible and
must be relevant to the community. Defamatory
comments will be edited or deleted.

1.) NEW IS AFTER AN EVENT. You or your group
may wish to send a News Article. Aim for a 300
word story in plain text and a suitable photo.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial” or “Special
Feature”, please enquire about the cost first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community programs
is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions must accompany photos
+ DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS
6.) DO NOT attach photos to MICROSOFT WORD
documents.
7.) Letters to Editor need to be signed and also may
be edited.
8) Check the LATEST material can be sent.

SUBMISSIONS that are not received by
deadline are unlikely to appear in that
edition
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Ute crashes into Oodnadatta pub
A local man has been arrested after crashing his car into The driver was arrested and charged with misuse of a
the front bar of the Oodnadatta Pub on Thursday night motor vehicle, drive in a reckless or dangerous manner,
endanger life and property damage.
It will be alleged just after 7pm on Thursday 21 September
the 26-year-old Oodnadatta man was doing a burnout, lost He was refused police bail and will face court today.
control and crashed into the front bar of the Oodnadatta
Crime scene investigators will attend the scene today. The
Transcontinental Hotel, causing substantial damage.
investigation is continuing and police ask anyone who
witnessed the incident or took mobile phone footage to
Luckily, the driver and several patrons inside the pub at the contact local Oodnadatta or Coober Pedy police as soon
time received only minor injuries.
as possible.

THE
FORTNIGHT AT
A GLANCE

After continuous frosty mornings this Winter in
Coober Pedy, we are now three weeks into Spring
with Summer temperatures coming in full pelt.
This week the heat is up to 38C already. Time
for everyone to think about FIRE SAFETY FOR
SUMMER and clear any rubbish away from near
the home.
The same rubbish stacked against fences or walls
can also attract snakes. Check out page 12 and
meet Mathew Hampton, Coober Pedy’s new
resident snake catcher.
If you haven’t got those plants into the garden
yet it may be too late. Think about shade cloth
covers or keeping any young plants under the
tree or veranda until Autumn.
This week it was a pleasure to meet up with CPAS
Principal Karen Cornelius and her beautiful
Greyhound Indy the Reading Dog. In my opinion
it should be Indy the Wonder Dog after seeing
the way the students responded to having Indy
pay close attention to their every word while they
read. The children were glowing after their
reading session with Indy.
Thank you to Tracey Piggott from the
Catacomb Church for arranging the photo-shoot
at the school and letting me witness the miracle
of ‘listening’ first hand. I couldn’t help but
wonder if as a parent I really listened as attentively
as Indy does. Hindsight!
The local petition despite it may feel a bit
unpleasant in some sectors, appears to be doing
well signature wise, despite hearing rumours on
the vine that part of one petition was ‘stolen’(?)
And other rumours that the petition isn’t legal.
This sort of propaganda is to be expected under
the circumstances.
I have personally read and signed the petition and
believe it to be perfectly legal.
The other rumour that I have heard is that council
workers will be sacked if they sign the petition.
Now there is something that I strongly suspect
is ILLEGAL - if true.

Council meeting /State of the Nation?
A quick skim of the Agenda revealed reports from
various departments EXCEPT the FINANCE
DEPARTMENT. No financial report was
attached to the AGENDA.

Should the law be changed to
allow same-sex couples to marry?

There was a reference to financials in the Mayor’s
Report ie

The Australian Marriage Law Postal Survey is your chance to have your say on
whether Australian law should be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry.

Whilst we are not told what the debt has been
reduced to, or if the financial breaches
(Independent Audit) have been fixed, the mayor
states; “I am also not happy with some reduced
services and increase in chargers....”

From September, eligible Australians will receive a survey form in the mail.
You’ll be asked to answer one question. Choose either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on the form.
Put it in the Reply Paid envelope and mail it back straight away. Your response
will be completely conﬁdential.
If you face difﬁculties completing the survey, e.g. you’re travelling overseas or
live in a remote area, please visit our website or call the information line below.

The Australian Marriage Law Postal Survey 2017.
Have your say.
Information Line: 1800 572 113 | Visit: www.marriagesurvey.abs.gov.au

1.) “the debt has been reduced”
2.) “No more loans have been taken”
3.) “Rates irregularities are being addressed.”

It is not stated in the mayor’s summary what
services are reduced.
Further along a conclusion is noted to the council’s
practice of issuing FREE floodlights AT THE
RATEPAYERS EXPENSE to certain premises over
the past decade or more. Whilst the current,
cheaper saving is noted, the total figure that
ratepayers were charged for other people’s
electricity IS NOT NOTED.
What are we looking at, a few hundred thousand
dollars over 10 or more years?

Margaret Mackay EDITOR
Thursday 21 September 2017
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DATA INCREASE for SKY MUSTER IN 2 WEEKS
Sky Muster users can receive 50 per
cent more data at peak times and
double data during off-peak times
·
Contact your preferred internet provider to review
your plan or sign up for a service
·
NBN and Minister Nash deliver for rural people;
continue working for further data
It’s just two weeks until Sky Muster satellite users can
receive 50 per cent more peak data and double their current
off-peak data, Minister for Regional Communications
Fiona Nash said today.
“People in rural and remote Australia asked us to break
the data drought. Well the rain is about to start. I asked
NBN to find a way and they have,” Minister Nash said.
“From early October, NBN will allow Sky Muster retailers
to sell far more data to users – 50 per cent more data at
peak times and double the data at off peak times.
I met with Sky Muster retailers recently and they agreed
to pass the extra data on at almost no extra cost.

“This means we’d expect to see users receive 60 gigabytes
of peak data a month for roughly $60, and $100 gigabytes
of peak data a month for roughly $120. These plans also
come with additional off-peak data. When you consider
Sky Muster delivers broadband everywhere – from the
outback to mountains and remote islands – it’s pretty
amazing. Of course, each Sky Muster connection is already
subsidised thousands of dollars by the city profits of the
NBN.
“I encourage Sky Muster users to speak to their retailers
to get the best Sky Muster can offer. I also remind rural
and remote Australians that NBN and I are still working
hard to deliver them even more.
“Sky Muster outages were down 90 this April compared
to last September, but there’s always more to do. We
won’t stop working on this.”
An extra 15GB of peak data would allow a student to
download an additional 30 more hours of university
lectures per month and spend an extra hour a day surfing
the web.
For streaming video content from providers like Netflix,
customers could typically stream an extra 40 hours a
month of standard definition content.

“Those who already have signed up should talk to their
service provider for information on increasing the data
on their plans. Those who aren’t on a contract can contact
their preferred provider to see the plans and pricing
available to them.”
Visit www.nbnco.com.au for more information on the
Sky Muster service.
The Sky Muster service delivers high-speed broadband
to 3 per cent of Australians living in regional and remote
Australia through two next-generation satellites – Sky
Muster and Sky Muster 2. These areas would never get
broadband any other way – including those in mountains,
hills, small towns, in deserts and on islands.
NBN Sky Muster delivers speeds of up to 25 megabits a
second. However as NBN is a wholesaler, not a retailer,
retailers choose how they structure and price their plans
and how much bandwidth they provide.
The satellites orbit 36,000 kilometres above the Earth and
have 101 spot beams to cover every inch of Australia's
eight million square kilometres of land mass and external
territories – Norfolk, Christmas and Cocos (Keeling)
Islands.

FAKE $50s CIRCULATING IN THE REGION

A Whyalla Stuart man has been arrested on
deception charges following the circulation of
counterfeit $50 notes in recent weeks in Whyalla.
Whyalla Police arrested the man just before 2pm on
Tuesday 19 September, after he was allegedly identified
from CCTV for recently passing counterfeit notes at a
service station and fast food outlet.
The 26-year-old man was charged with two counts of
deception and was bailed to appear in the Whyalla
Magistrates Court on 13 November.
The investigation into the counterfeit notes is continuing
anyone with information on the incident or the location of
counterfeit notes is asked to contact Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.
Whyalla Police remind residents that knowingly attempting
to pass these training/counterfeit notes as legitimate
currency is an offence which can carry with it a term of
imprisonment if convicted.
Police believe the $50 notes are for training bank staff
and come from China.
These notes are clearly distinguishable as fakes, as they
have obvious Chinese characters across the clear window
and dotted lines across the denomination. However, in
dark or busy places or with distracted customers, it is
possible they could pass temporarily as genuine.

Please be prepared to tell police the time and place where you believe you were passed the fake
bank note and a description of the person or people you believe passed it to you.

Police urge everyone to take a little extra time to check
their notes when making purchases and receiving change.
If you suspect you have a counterfeit note, please report
it to the police assistance line on 131 444. Handle the note
as little as possible and store it in an envelope.
For more information about how to detect counterfeit
notes please see this information from the Reserve Bank
of Australia: http://banknotes.rba.gov.au/co…/counterfeitdetection-guide/
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CONTRAILS ACROSS
THE SKIES
Early morning contrails over Coober Pedy
on Wednesday - this one stretched
from east - west

Little Miners: The 3R’s
We all know that just mining opals won’t
always put food on the table or toys in the
toy box. The Little Miners have lots of
different ways they earn pocket money
and this one is good for the environment!
Every other week Xavier and Xael put the old "Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle" theory into practice. Collecting bottles
and cans not only keeps unnecessary rubbish out of our
landfill but it's a great way to earn money!
Once the boys have filled their bin it's off to the recycling
centre for payday! It's as easy as dropping off you plastic
and glass treasure then putting your hand out! The boys
always walk away with enough money for a new toy and
some lollies or ice cream.
The Little Miners message this edition: "Do something
for the planet and reduce waste by recycling. It doesn't
just benefit the planet, it benefits your pocket too"!

Every few weeks the little miners set aside
time for recycling and cashing up.

Photo: Jason Wright ©
Contrails (brief version) are clouds formed when water
vapor condenses and freezes around small particles
(aerosols) that exist in aircraft exhaust. Some of that water
vapor comes from the air around the plane; and, some is
added by the exhaust of the aircraft. The exhaust of an
aircraft contains both gas (vapor) and solid particles

A great way to learn that work = a clean yard,
and some cash

Photos: Jason Wright

Australian Marriage Law Postal
Survey mail-out on track
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) confirms the
progressive mail-out of the Australian Marriage Law
Postal Survey is proceeding to schedule and is on track
to deliver survey materials to all eligible Australians by
25 September 2017.
ABS Deputy Australian Statistician and Taskforce Lead,
Jonathan Palmer said people who hadn’t received their
forms should wait until 25 September before requesting
new
survey
materials.
“We’re aware that there are people who’ve moved house
and haven’t updated their address on the Electoral Roll.
“To make sure they have their say, they can update their
address by contacting the ABS via our website –
www.marriagesurvey.abs.gov.au – or by calling the
Information
Line
on
1800
572
113.
“A replacement form will be sent to their current address
and the form sent to their old address will be made invalid,”
he
said.
“After 25 September, people who haven’t received their
survey materials can also request new materials via the
ABS website or the Information Line.
“The survey materials will contain a new survey form, a
Reply Paid envelope and instructions on how to complete
the
survey,”
he
said.
Mr Palmer said the ABS was also aware of media reports
of people opening former tenants’ mail and returning their
completed
survey
forms.
“If you receive a survey form not addressed to you, do
the right thing and just return it to sender. It’s illegal to
open others’ mail, unless you have their express permission
as
a
trusted
person,”
he
said.
“When a replacement form is issued, the previous form
will be invalidated and if it has been received its response
will
not
be
counted.
“Stealing or tampering with mail is a criminal offence that
carries
serious
penalties,”
he
said.
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STROKE AWARENESS AND SUPPORT
Use “FAST” to
remember and
recognise the signs
of stroke:
Face – Has the person’s mouth
drooped?
Arms – Can they lift both arms?
Speech – Is their speech slurred?
Do they understand you?
Coober Pedy Regional Times
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TOURISM

Australia’s tourism spending
exceeds $103 billion
Australian tourists spent a record $62.6 billion
holidaying at home for the year ending June 2017, up
seven per cent on the previous year.
The new record is revealed in the National Visitor Survey
(NVS), which is released this week.
It comes two weeks after the International Visitor Survey
(IVS) showed international tourists spend a record $40.6
billion over the same period.
Combined total spending by overnight tourists has reached
a new record of $103.2 billion.
Tourism is driving our economy and will continue to into
the future. It is creating and supporting jobs right across
the country.
Whether it's enjoying the great outdoors or dining in one
of our award winning restaurants, there is something for
everyone with Australia's diverse range of attractions and
experiences.
The record spending by Australian tourists is being driven
by more people holidaying at home in Australia.
Overnight trips by Australians have increased to a record
93.7 million, up five per cent, while nights reached a record
338 million, up four per cent.

Photo: Whyalla News

Whilst the local Coober Pedy tourist count to the end of
financial year has not been calculated, nearly all states
and territories experienced increases in overnight trips with
Tasmania, up 16 per cent, enjoying the highest growth.
Tasmania also experienced the largest growth in spending
by Australian tourists, up 30 per cent to $2.4 billion.

The Turnbull Government's record funding for Tourism
Australia and investment in tourism infrastructure is
facilitating the continued growth of Australia's tourism
industry.

streamlined

We are spreading bacteria around the planet, with
potentially dangerous consequences.

In 2013 the Coalition returned responsibility for domestic
tourism marketing to the states and territories to refocus
Tourism Australia on our offshore marketing capacity.

The POO of a billion tourists is,
Small business spreading antibiotic resistance
registrations
genes into our midst
should be

The Australian Small Business and Family Ombudsman has
called for the consolidation of registration requirements for
small business.
Ombudsman Kate Carnell said the optimal outcome would
be one form hosted by a single agency on a single website
to update the multiple registries that exist.
Ms Carnell made the comment in a submission to the
Government’s consultation on Modernising Business
Registers.
“One of the issues facing small business is the compliance
burden of having to meet regulatory requirements for
registering and updating information on their business
structure and governance,” Ms Carnell said.
“The compliance burden relates to cost, time, and
complexity. This is particularly relevant if a company
evolves from one structure to another over time.”
Ms Carnell welcomed the Government’s National Business
Simplification Initiative, which seeks to streamline
compliance requirements and upgrade IT infrastructure.
In addition to rationalising the registries, Ms Carnell said
important business descriptors, such as the size of an
enterprise, should be included with registration.
“This would help to inform understanding of business
segments and assist policy development for market
participants, regulators and governments,” she said.
“We also believe that fees for registrations should be kept
to the minimum.”

Thursday 21 September 2017

“Until 100 years ago all the nitrogen in our food came
from bacteria we nurtured in our crops. Now more than
half comes from artificial fertilisers,” says Professor
Wastewater, tourism, and trade are moving microbes Gillings.
around the globe at an unprecedented scale, a group of
international researchers, including Professor Michael “We’re moving trillions of ocean microbes around the
Gillings from Macquarie University, have argued. The world in ballast water. Some one hundred million tonnes
editorial article, published in the premier journal Science, of ballast water—carried in ships to help improve
voices the concerns of the scientists, who warn that as stability—is dumped in US waters each year. We know
we travel the modern world we leave billions of bacteria they’re introducing foreign starfish, sea snails, and
at every stop, with potentially hazardous consequences seaweed. But we don’t know what invisible changes
for human health.
they’re making to ocean microbes as well.”
As with rats, foxes, tigers and pandas—all species whose
survival has greatly benefitted from the practices and
actions of humans—some microbes are winners,
spreading around the world into new ecological niches
we’ve created. Others are losing, and might face extinction.
These changes are invisible, so why should we care?
According to the article, “our survival may depend on
these microbial winner and losers”.
“The oxygen we breathe is largely made by photosynthetic
bacteria in the oceans (and not by rainforests, as is
commonly believed),” explains Macquarie University
biologist Michael Gillings.
“Over 95 per cent of the faeces in the world comes from
humans and the animals we farm. And our poo is travelling
around the world with a billion tourists, spreading microbes
and antibiotic resistance genes,” he adds.

The team of researchers is calling for urgent action to
help monitor and model the changes we’re making to
the microbial world and improve waste water and manure
treatments to reduce the spread of microbes and
resistance genes.
“Microbes usually perform their essential ecosystem
services invisibly, but we ignore them at our peril. Current
models which track the movement of genes through
microbial communities are unable to do this with an
overarching global perspective, leaving us open to
potentially dangerous microbes that could impact human
health—an issue that molecular and environmental
scientists need to keenly focus on in the near future,”
concludes Gillings.

The international team who authored the article consists
of researchers from Macquarie University, Australia;
The problem lies not only in the unprecedented amount of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China; Universite
travel by humans this century, but also in our modern de Lyon, France; University of Nottingham and
agricultural practices, transport systems and other trade University of Leeds, UK; and CSIC/CREAF, Barcelona,
practices.
Spain.
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LETTERS / OPINIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS

SINGLE USE BAR CODE NUMBER
FOR ONE OFF IDENTIFICATION!
Dear Editor,
I took the following information from this
website \https://www.lifehacker.com.au/
as I wondered why there is a barcode on
the response page of the ABS same-sex
marriage postal survey. The ABS warns
us not to tamper with the barcode and
assures us that our privacy will be
respected. Why then do they need
individual barcodes? No person will know
the name of eligible Australians who vote
but I’ll bet a computer will.
Postal survey results will be destroyed
within 60 days but whatever the ABS
wants to know will be safely stored in its
IT system before then.

Regards,
Sue Britt

[FROM LIFEHACKER WEBSITE:]
Will the ABS be collecting my personal
information?
The ABS will be taking your information
from the electoral roll, but your identity
will not be linked to your response. While
there will be a barcode assigned to you,
the ABS states that this is ‘a single-use,
anonymous code.’ Moreover, the ABS also
states that ‘No person who sees or has
any access to any completed forms will
know both the name of eligible Australians
and the related single-use code.’
Within 60 days of publication of the postal
survey results (January 14th, 2018), all
completed survey material will be
destroyed.

Cashless Debit Card
extension will protect
our most vulnerable
Minderoo Foundation today welcomed the Federal Government’s announcement the
Card would be rolled out across two further trial sites, at Hervey Bay and Bundaberg
in Queensland.
Following the announcement made by Human Services Minister, the Hon. Alan
Tudge MP, Minderoo Spokesman, Dougall Ethell said:
“The independent evaluation has provided the evidence to know that the Card will
have a positive impact on the region. It’s not a silver bullet, but with the added
investment in wrap-around services that come with the Card, it can empower people
to break out of the welfare cycle.”
Noting that the Cashless Debit Card was a key recommendation from Mr. Andrew
Forrest’s ‘Forrest Review: Creating Parity’ report to assist vulnerable communities
dealing the effects of drug, alcohol and gambling misuse, Mr Ethell said:
“We applaud the government’s decision to extend the trial to a further two sites,
which was made after extensive community consultation.”
Mr Ethell said the most positive impact to date in the towns where the card had been
trialed were the improvements of the quality of life of women and children.
“The Cashless Debit Card is working, and it is working to transform lives by
empowering those people stuck in a cycle of welfare. Most importantly, the Cashless
Debit Card protects communities, particularly little children and women, from the
dreadful impacts of cash welfare in vulnerable communities,” Mr Ethell said.
“We already know it is small children and women who suffer the most when welfare is
allowed to be freely spent on drugs, alcohol and gambling. Tragically, the negative
impacts of all of these habits often turns to violence in the home.”
In the latest independent assessment of the Cashless Debit Card, those surveyed
reported:
•
41% of drinkers are drinking less;
•
48% of drug users are using drugs less;
•
48% of gamblers are gambling less; and
•
45% were able to save more money.
One of the 27 recommendations of the Forrest Review: Creating Parity report stated
that, if implemented, the Cashless Debit Card would save lives, transform education
outcomes for children, improve employment outcomes for vulnerable Australians and
save billions of dollars of taxpayers’ money - all by eliminating the disparity between
vulnerable members of the community and other Australians.
“We remain committed to the Cashless Debit Card, which will make a positive and
profound difference to the lives of those who need our support, our love and our care
most,” Mr Ethell said.
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MOCK Election Campaign!
CANDIDATE 2 - WANTS TO GET

‘THE BUS’ OFF HIS CHEST
Dear Editor,
Thanks for the opportunity to test out my campaign without the usual backstabbing.
Attached is my introduction into the Mock Election.
Yours sincerely, COMMUNITY FIRST.
We read where the mayor we voted for
and others were given free security lights
and business advertising by the council
administration. All unapproved and kept
very quiet. Did the elected members
declare these gifts of about a decade
ongoing? No they didn’t and they
continued to receive those perks after
Just before the last main election I read on becoming elected.
the front page of this newspaper that we
would be getting a community bus by selling The ratepayers are repaying the value of
off three or four council vehicles. Because those10 years or more of gifts in their
of this declaration many of us voted for our annual charges while elected members
who received unapproved financial
current mayor who most of us have not seen
benefits, are off the hook. Did they vote
or heard of since being elected.
each other off the hook at a special

My name for this campaign is
COMMUNITY FIRST (not Family First or
Friends First). I have a history in
community life, and Opal Mining
although I am not a member of the
Miners Association, not a paid up or a
signed up member anyway.

So what happened to the bus that caused us
to vote for the current mayor. This council,
that I helped to vote in did sell those 4 vehicles
but instead of the bus they bought a $53K
Toyota Kluga for a bloke that the mayor hired
as a temporary CEO, to drive. I believe that
any one of those good used vehicles would
have suited a temporary CEO.
Just after they brought this expensive car,
for the temporary CEO the Mayor fired her
CEO. We weren’t told what happened to
the Kluger but it did not convert backwards
into a bus. Someone later offered to give
Council a bus with a wheelchair lift in it for
the community, but we heard rumours that
the offer was rejected.

meeting? I will make Freedom on
Information one of my tasks.

Tip hours have been slashed and people
are dumping rubbish on the opal fields.
If Minigems is shut down (as threatened)
then who will mind my grandkids, teachers
kids, nurses, police and other people kids
- backyarders?
What about the swimming pool?
Remember last year’s catastrophe?
They are charging us more money and
giving us less services.

It is high time that those currently feeding
off this town, start putting our
Many of us still feel sick when we remember COMMUNITY FIRST.
that the bus promised to the town’s old
people seemed like nothing more than a cheap If elected I will not fawn after the hired
election ploy. If many of us could have CEOs that the councillors seem to quickly
idolise and collude with rather than haggle
reverse our votes we would have.
with to protect our interests.

In three years some of those needy people
have left Coober Pedy or died after living
their last days in a third world town because
we keep voting in councillors who’s main
focus is projects that they or their cronies
are personally involved.

Which councillors opposed the new 5%
annual rise in our fees and charges to pay
off their spending and perks? Last year
3%, this year 5%, next year ?

The slogan “Let’s Make Coober Pedy
Great Again” appeals to me too and I am
The ratepayer’s money that was given to ready to help drain the swamp and make
the Miner’s Association (for what purpose our community feel valued again.
we weren’t told) might have funded a decent
bus and a driver for 12 months. If council Plenty more next time - I just needed to
refrained from throwing our money at get that bus off my chest and get the
expensive lawyers and consultants the innocent mugs in Coober Pedy thinking
community might not have a 5% increase about the swimming pool now that it’s
warming up.
on their rates bill this year.

DISCLAIMER: Opinions and letters published in The Coober Pedy Regional Times
are not necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher. The Coober Pedy Regional
Times reserves the right to edit or omit copy, in accordance with newspaper policies.
Letters to the Editor must be attributed with a name, address and contact phone
number - names and town of origin will be printed, or may be withheld at the
Editor’s discretion. During the course of any election campaign, letters to the
editor dealing with election issues must contain the author’s name and street address
(not PO Box) for publication. Right of reply is always available.
INDEMNITY: Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full
responsibility for the contents of advertisements and other submitted, signed material
and agree to indemnify the publishers against any claim or proceedings out of the
publication of such advertisements or material. Provision of material or copy for
publication in the Coober Pedy Regional Times Newspaper constitutes acceptance
by advertisers, advertising agencies and other contributors of this condition.
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The Clucky Season
By Margaret Mackay

at the Wells’ household on NW Ridge

“I LOVE the whole concept of
fresh eggs every day as well as
breeding and keeping chickens,”
says local resident Shelley Wells.
Shelley is a typical earth mother who for over 20 years
adapted to the harsh conditions of Coober Pedy, with
her sleeves rolled up and learned how to survive with
heat and sandstone as a foundation!
Shelley arrived in the opal mining town in the early 90’s,
a good fifteen years before the opal industry in Coober
Pedy began to ‘flat-line’, and together with partner/
husband Rod Wells carved an underground life for their
family that didn’t cost a fortune, just the usual pioneer
price of blood, sweat and the occasional tears.
The Well’s family are known for their friendly and
enterprising nature plus their self built ranch-style
underground home on the (allegedly) up-market side
of North West Ridge that brags the aroma or horses,
chooks, dogs and old opal mining paraphernalia.
Silkie and Araucana eggs inside incubator
“This year I decided to incubate eggs from silkie and
araucana’s to diverse a bit from the traditional household
chooks that we’ve always had,” said Shelley Wells.
“It’s not just about the fluffy and friendly silkies that
follow you around and make perfect pets, they make
great mothers as well because they are pretty much
always clucky.”
“If you are going to raise chickens to give your family
fresh produce then it’s much more efficient to let the
chooks eat the scraps and raise their own chicks, rather
than me raising incubated chickens all the time”. I might
as well just go buy the eggs. It’s all part of the recycling
and self-sufficiency process that gives us a measure of
independence and satisfaction up here in the desert”,
Shelley said. “Why shouldn’t we enjoy good fresh food,
and grow as much as we can and recycle the rest back
to nature via the chooks, worms or compost? It’s not a
big deal?” said Earth-mother Shelley.
“Because of our remote location I particularly wanted
silkies, and so we incubated the eggs as none of our
chooks were feeling broody this year, and once you
order the eggs you have to act swiftly. We finished up
with 8 araucanas and 4 silkies hatching out using the
incubator method; a bit disappointing but that’s what
we got artificially. We now have to wait and see what
Silkie chicken chips it’s way into a brave
the ratio of males and females is before we begin
new world
promising pets to anyone.
And no, we wont be putting any of the male silkies or
the araucanas into the pot as they are such a novelty
and we have already had a family ask us if they could
have one as a pet. We will definitely try and
accommodate that as both the silkies and the araucanas
are tough and thrive on human attention!”
“The araucanas lay blue shelled eggs if you can deal
with that. You don’t have to eat the shell”, she said with
a grin! “The silkies are very friendly and affectionate
and the araucanas have vivacious personalities and
are more adventurous,” says Shelley. “I have seen them
elsewhere and both breeds are very responsive to
humans. It’s a good idea to have a bit of space though,
but enclosed to keep the local cats out.”
Photo taken by benjamint444

Rod Wells cleans up the first Silkie chick

Shelley holds the first two Silkie chicks

This file is licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons

Above: The perfect Silkie model.
The araucanas pale
blue eggs appeal
to me!

Page 8

You can’t eat the
shells dear!
Silkies are the go!

Right: Shelley ditches the chickens for an
hour and takes her three dogs for an early
morning walk
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A Kaleidoscope of Sound and Colour
On Wednesday the 27th of September at
5.45pm Coober Pedy Area School will present
their annual Art exhibition at the Greek
Community Hall.
This year’s exhibition “A Kaleidoscope of Sound and
Colour” incorporates both the art exhibition and a musical
concert, with a special guest appearance by the Australian
Boys Choir.
Ms Sally Martin the school’s art teacher said that they are
really focusing on the arts as a whole this year by
combining both the music drama department with the
visual arts. Ms Martin and Mr Home, the music drama
teacher have been focusing on collaboration between the
departments and hope that this year is just the start of
some wonderful and exciting events.
When asked what the title was about Ms Martin said that
students had been looking at abstract art work this
semester as a way of learning the concepts of art and she
had shown the students some kaleidoscopes to help them
visualise patterns and colour. “I felt the title ‘A
kaleidoscope of Sound and Colour’ was very relevant as
there can be nothing more beautiful than the sound of
children’s voices surrounded by beautiful colour shapes
and patterns”.

The Australian Boys Choir are the guests at Coober Pedy Area School’s 2017 Art Exhibition at the Greek
Community Hall on Wednesday 27 September 5.45pm.

Ms Martin went on to say “I started the annual art
exhibitions in my first year here in Coober Pedy, I was
blown away by the wonderful turn out that we received.

am hoping to increase the attendance. It is important for
the students and the town to celebrate these achievements.

The experience the children had having their art exhibition
in a real gallery was invaluable, Terry and Josephine were
so supportive of the school for the exhibition. Last year
we held it at the Outback Bar and Grill and again we
received so much support from the local community with
an incredible turn out and fantastic hosts. So this year I

Mr Home said he was excited that our students would be
able to perform alongside the Australian Boys Choir and
that it was a wonderful opportunity for local students to
see what they can achieve with dedication and hard work.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity for the residents in Coober
Pedy to come and here a world class choir.”

Thursday 21 September 2017
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Mrs Pryce said she was excited this year to be involved
with the food and hospitality component and that her
students were excited about producing finger food for
the event.
Mrs Pryce went on to say there was a “real vibe at the
school this year with collaboration between the different
art subjects and that this was having a positive impact on
the students”.
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SALE - COOBER PEDY

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given in accordance with
Section 28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the
delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy intends to grant Exploration
Licences over the areas described below.
Applicant:
Location:

FOR SALE
3 bedroom dugout!
• 2 separate living areas
• 3 bedrooms, kitchen/dining
• Natural earth/exposed brick with glass
blocks walls
• Variety of external improvements
• 4606sqm (approx.) Freehold land
Inspection highly recommend to appreciate this
underground home! realestate.com.au/126110594

Lot 2022 Eagle Crescent Coober Pedy

$114,000
Monica Nagyszollosi
0419 644 063
Raine & Horne Coober Pedy
RLA:173455

Term:
Area in km2:
Reference No:
Applicant:
Location:
Pastoral Lease:
Term:
Area in km2:
Reference No:

Musgrave Minerals Limited
Echo Hill Area approx.
100 km northwest of Marla
Two years
1908
2017/00160
Marmota Limited
Indooroopilly Outstation Area
approx. 150 km northwest
of Tarcoola
Mobella
Two years
959
2017/00162

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet website:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/exploration/
public_notices or by contacting Mineral
Tenements on 08 8463 3103.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/land_access/
community_information or hard copy on request
to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral
Resources and Energy
www.dpc.sa.gov.au

PN2056

Coober Pedy Regional
Times
email:cptimes@ozemail.com.au

Tel: 08 86725920

VISITING LAW FIRM
2017 Coober Pedy Circuits
Ph: (08) 8361 9148
Fax: (08) 8239 1125
admin@wklaw.com.au
www.wklaw.com.au
PO Box 3097,
Melbourne Street,
North Adelaide
SA 5006

AJO -

August

Ernabella
Fregon

7 Aug
8 Aug

Mimili
Indulkana

9 Aug
10 Aug

September

Coober Pedy

25 Sep

October

Pipalyatjara
Amata
Mimili
Indulkana

9 Oct
10 Oct
11 Oct
12 Oct

November

Coober Pedy

27 Nov

December

Ernabella
Fregon
Mimili
Indulkana

11 Dec
12 Dec
13 Dec
14 Dec
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FUEL &
MECHANICAL SERVICE

PUBLIC NOTICE - AGM

MINE RESCUE/SES
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Registry
AJO –

28th October at
12:00pm
Mine Rescue / SES shed
All welcome and all positions
declared open

28 Sept
Registry
AJO –

*Tyres *Tyre repairs

30 Nov
Registry
AJO -

*Fuel, *Parts
Opening hours 7.30am 5pm Phone 86725036
OR 86725169

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

RUOK? TIPS

Notice of
Group
Meeting 41

Tips for responding
to someone who
isn't OK

Marla Oodnadatta NRM Group

It takes courage to ask simply and directly,
‘Are you OK?’, if you're concerned about
someone's mental health.

Teleconference
Monday 16 October
10am

What if they’re actually fine? Will they be
offended? And what do you do if they aren’t
OK?

Advance Notice: Meeting 42 for this group
will be held 11am Wednesday 1 December
at William Creek.
For an agenda and enquiries contact the
Natural Resources Centre on
(08) 8648 5300 or visit
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/aridlands

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mining Act 1971

Notice is hereby given in accordance with
Section 28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the
delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy intends to grant Exploration
Licences over the areas described below.

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section
28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the delegate of
the Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy
intends to grant an Exploration Licence over the
area described below.

Applicant:
Location:

Applicant:

Trafford Resources Pty Ltd

Location:

Wildingi Claypan area
approx. 90 km southwest of
Coober Pedy

Term:
Area in km2:
Reference No:
Applicant:
Location:
Pastoral Lease:
Term:
Area in km2:
Reference No:

Musgrave Minerals Limited
Echo Hill Area approx.
100 km northwest of Marla
Two years
1908
2017/00160
Marmota Limited
Indooroopilly Outstation Area
approx. 150 km northwest
of Tarcoola
Mobella
Two years
959
2017/00162

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet website:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/exploration/
public_notices or by contacting Mineral
Tenements on 08 8463 3103.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/land_access/
community_information or hard copy on request
to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral
Resources and Energy
PN2056

www.dpc.sa.gov.au

Thursday 21 September 2017

Pastoral Leases: Mabel Creek,
Commonwealth Hill
Term:

Two years

Area in km2:

128

Reference No:

2017/00167

Plan and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet website:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/exploration/
public_notices or by contacting Mineral
Tenements on 08 8463 3103.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/land_access/
community_information or hard copy on request
to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy
PN2096

PN2115

We often do this because we’re not sure
how to respond if the answer is ‘No’. But
that’s not helping your friend, and it
reinforces the reluctance or stigma we feel
when talking about mental illness.

REGISTRATION
LABELS TO BE
ABOLISHED FOR SA
HEAVY VEHICLES

In the lead up to R U OK? Day, SANE
Australia has put together five tips for
responding to someone who isn’t OK.

From Wednesday 1 November
2017, registration labels for
heavy vehicles will be
abolished in South Australia.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mining Act 1971

These are common concerns people have
when it comes to asking a friend, colleague
or loved one, ‘Are you OK?’. So it’s
tempting to frame the question in a way
that encourages a positive response,
‘You’re OK, aren’t you?’.

www.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au

The removal of heavy vehicle registration
labels will apply to approximately 86,000
South Australian registered heavy vehicles
over 4.5 tonnes (excluding Federal
Interstate Registration Scheme vehicles).
This will align with the registration
procedure for light vehicles in which
registration labels were eliminated from 1
July 2011 and be consistent with Western
Australia and Tasmania. Other states are
also expected to abolish registration labels
for heavy vehicles in the near future.
The elimination of labels for light vehicles
has enabled South Australians to become
accustomed to using EzyReg online tools
to review the status of and renew vehicle
registration on mobile devices.
The benefits of eliminating registration
labels for the heavy vehicle industry will
be primarily red tape reduction.
The Regulations currently require a
registration label to be affixed to a vehicle
within 30 days of registration payment
however many large vehicle fleets are
frequently on the road, often interstate, and
find it difficult to comply with this
requirement.

Five tips for responding to someone who
is doing it tough
1.A simple, ‘I’m sorry to hear that’ is a
good response. You might follow this up
with, ‘Would you like to talk about it?’ to
open up the conversation if the time and
situation is appropriate. If not, agree on a
more suitable time to talk.
2.Sometimes it can help to mention any
changes you’ve seen that have caused
concern. For example, if someone seems
more withdrawn than normal (which can
be a symptom of depression) you could
say ‘I’ve noticed that you’ve not wanted
to come out much lately. Is there something
worrying you?’
3.There is great comfort to be given by
simply listening and caring. There are often
too few opportunities in our busy lives for
connections based on these simple
kindnesses. Sometimes, too, people find it
easier to talk when doing something like
going for a walk, rather than sitting across
a table from someone.
4.Focus on asking questions rather than
trying to provide answers. Giving people a
chance to share their experiences and voice
their concerns without judgement is of
great benefit. It helps people to feel less
alone and more hopeful. Remember that
responsibility for finding solutions does not
lie with you. The best solutions are
generally reached by the person
themselves.

The EzyReg website and mobile app enable
anyone to check a vehicle’s registration
details including configuration and expiry
date.

5.Check whether they are connected to
professional support. If someone is
thinking about suicide, it’s especially
important they know that help is available.
Lifeline has support available 24 hours a
day, or in an emergency call 000. Find out
more about how to help when someone is
suicidal.

Registered operators can subscribe to SMS
and email reminders to receive registration
renewal alerts. Registration certificates will
continue to be posted to the registered
operator ’s address with full vehicle
configuration details which can be retained
in the vehicle for quick reference.

Rather than an answer of 'No', it is possible
for the person you care about to respond
with a 'Yeah, I'm okay'. If you’re not
convinced, let them know that you are
always available should they want to talk.
It's worth sending them an email or text a
few hours later reiterating your support.

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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WILDLIFE

Mathew Hampton: New kid on the
block, is a snake catcher!
MEET MATHEW HAMPTON a recent arrival in
Coober Pedy. Mathew works at the Desert Cave Hotel as a duty manager, but the exciting bit for us, is that
he also volunteers for the council as a snake catcher in
his free time, ie outside of work hours. “I do all snake
calls free of charge as my goal is to save the lives of the
reptiles in the region and educate people in the process”, said Mathew.
Mathew was good enough to share some facts about
some the local snakes for those residents who are still
unfamiliar with our habitat, and also to reiterate that
snakes are often trying to get out of our way.
“The township of Coober Pedy has a large variety of
reptiles from harmless Blind snakes to the rarely seen
world's most venomous land snake the Inland Taipan
but the good majority of reptiles aren't a threat to people the main species that are encountered in town are
these,” related Mathew.
Yellow Faced Whip Snake (demansia pssammphosis)
70cm - 1m venomous but not dangerous - Thin and fast
they are active during the day trying to avoid people
they are usually too fast to even get seen let alone bite
someone. (most common species in Coober Pedy).
Strap Snouted Brown Snake (pseudonaja
aspidorhyncha) 1.5-2m highly venomous - probably the
most common dangerous species close to town, active
during the day it is a large venomous snake closely related to the more well known Eastern Brown Snake
from Adelaide and eastern Australia.

Mathew Hampton holding a Monicled Cobra found in places like Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos,
Nepal, and Thailand. (not Coober Pedy)
The Inland Taipan (oxyuranus microlepidotus) Known
from the cracking soils of Western Queensland the Inland Taipan regarded as the world's most venomous land
snake was recently discovered from the outskirts of
Coober Pedy in 1992 by a local contractor who noticed
that this snake was strikingly different to the more common species that inhabit this region.
After some intense surveying several more were found
and a new isolated population was recorded more than
400km from the closest record of the Inland Taipan near
Lake Eyre.

Above: Mulga snake (king brown) found around
Coober Pedy

Inland Taipan's spend the good majority of their time
underground as this is the home to their main prey the
Long Haired Rat, the snake and rats fortunes rise and
fall together with the seasons as searing temperatures
and severe drought take their toll.

Only known from a small area near Coober Pedy they
are susceptible to habitat destruction and should you encounter one of these amazing snakes just back away
slowly and the snake will do it's utmost best to avoid
any confrontation with people.
The signifigance of this discovery is huge considering
this species is rare and not commonly seen, despite being the world's most venomous land snake it is rare and
un-aggressive and would only account for all but the
rarest sightings in town.
An interesting thing to note is that the Inland Taipan has
never been responsible for any confirmed human fatalities.

Below:
Inland Taipan at Coober Pedy

Photos: Mathew Hampton ©
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GRANTS & CONCESSIONS

Dame Roma Mitchell Grant
Dame Roma Mitchell grants provide opportunities for
eligible children and young people who are, or have bbe
under the guardianship of the Minister for Education and
Child Development.
Grants are available under the following categories:
•Achieving personal goals
•Health and well being
•Developmental opportunities
For further information visit: SA Government
Applications close Monday, 25 September 2017

Active Club Program—
Round 44
This program supports community-based sport and active
recreation organisations to deliver their programs and
services to all South Australians. It provides up to $5,000
for program and equipment applications.
For further information visit www.ors.sa.gov.au or phone
7424 -7708.
Applications close Monday, 15 September 2017

Small Grants for Rural
Communities (SGRC)
The program supported by various partner, addresses
issues that make a difference to the sustainability of rural,
regional and remote communities, including projects that
address the following:
•Strong leadership & Community Capacity: investing and
developing leadership, skills and capacity of individual and
organisation, enhancing inclusion and strengthening
culture.
•Sustainable Community Infrastructure: Projects focusing
on improving local infrastructure, creating places which
enable communities to connect and grow their identity.
•Equitable Access to Opportunities: Ensuring equitable
access to quality services and opportunities in the areas
of culture, arts education, health, wellbeing,
communications, transport, food and the environment
•Vibrant Local Economies: Projects that enhance a
sustainable economy, providing jobs, growth and wealth
for the community.
Grants of up to $5,000 are available for projects and
activities that offer clear public benefit for communities
in rural, regional or remote Australia. Priority is given to
communities of 10,000 or fewer
For further information visit: Foundation for Rural &
Regional Renewal
Applications close 27 September 2017

Future Jobs Fund
Grants and loans will be offered through this fund to help
you grow your business and create jobs if you’re in one
of the following growing sectors:
•Shipbuilding
•Renewable energy
•Mining, including the mining industry supply chain
•Tourism, food and wine
•Health and biomedical research, including businesses
expanding to provide National Disability Insurcance
Scheme (NDIS) services
•Information and technology
•Advanced manufacturing
For further information visit: www.treasury.sa.gov.au

Grants for Seniors

Grants SA

The aim of Grants for Seniors (GFS) program funding is
to increase options for older people to participate in group
and/or community activities, generally through the
purchase of equipment or small scale program support.

A new grants program, Grants SA, will provide $3 million
in grants to improve community participation, wellbeing
and quality of life for South Australians.

Through two rounds of Grants for Seniors (GFS) in 2016/
17, 35 organisations received a total of $150,000 to enable
older South Australians to become more active in the
community.
For further information visit: SA Health
The first GFS Round for 2017/18 will open in August
2017

Positive Ageing Grants
Positive Ageing Grants (PAG) provide one-off ageingspecific grants of between $10,000 and $30,000 to support
projects that promote and progress the development of
more positive community attitudes towards ageing and
older people and increase the participation of older South
Australians.
In 2016/17, six not-for-profit organisations shared in PAG
funding of more than $130,000 to engage with older South
Australians in the community.
For further information visit: SA Health
The first PAG Round for 2017/18 will open in August
2017

Age Friendly SA Grant
Round
The Age Friendly SA Grant Round was established as an
early action under the Age Friendly SA Strategy to provide
grants of up to $25,000 to local government to deliver
projects that contribute to an age friendly South Australia.
Age Friendly SA Grant applications for larger grants of
up to $45,000 will be considered from regional
partnerships of three or more local governments.
The first Age Friendly SA Grant Round in 2017 provided
funding of $150,000 to eight local councils and
community organisations for projects to promote stronger
connections between generations and support people to
make a contribution and/or have a say.

Through Grants SA, four one-off grant programs, the
Charitable and Social Welfare Fund (Community Benefit
SA), Multicultural Grants, Volunteer Training Grants and
the Volunteer Support Fund, have been combined into a
single application process. Community organisations can
now apply once to be considered for funding across all
four streams, and will also benefit from less restrictive
guidelines and simpler reporting requirements.
Major grant rounds of $20,001 to $50,000 will be open
twice a year, medium grants of $5,001 to $20,000 will be
open four times and minor grants of up to $5,000 will be
open all year and assessed at the end of each month.
For further information visit www.dcsi.sa.gov.au
Minor round applications close 5pm on the last
working day of every month
Medium round applications close Sunday, 15 October
2017
Major round applications close Tuesday, 31 October
2017

The Norman Wettenhall
Foundation – Leadership
Development Grants
Leadership Development Grants are designed to support
people who are currently playing a key role in projects
that are enhancing and maintaining the natural living
environment, particularly landscape restoration projects.
The grants will assist with leadership/professional
development activities, so successful applicants are
equipped with skills and knowledge they need to further
their conservation work – to either remain or become a
leader.
For further information visit: Wettenhall Environment Trust
Applications are now open, the round closes when there
are a suitable number and spread of applications

For further information visit: SA Health
The 2017-18 Age Friendly SA Grant Round opened
in August 2017

The Norman Wettenhall
Foundation – Small Environmental Grant Scheme

Female Facilities Program
– Round 3

The Small Environmental Grant Scheme will provide
support for groups or individuals undertaking projects that
will make a positive difference to the natural living
environment, in land, sea or air, rural or urban.

The Female Facilities Program helps eligible organisations
to develop sustainable, functional, inclusive and fit for
purpose female change room facilities that meet the
current and future needs of the South Australian sporting
community

Projects will be considered around flora and fauna
conservation, threatened mammal conservation, and
landscape restoration and education.

State Sport and Active Recreation Organisations, Industry
Representative Bodies, Local Government, Community
Groups, Incorporated Sport or Active Recreation Clubs
that do not hold a gaming machine license.

These projects should involve any of the following:
•monitoring, recording and sharing data
•delivering community education
•providing community capacity building (e.g. skills training,
organisation)
•research and science

For guidelines and
www.ors.sa.gov.au

For further information visit: The Norman Wettenhall
Foundation

application

forms

visit

Applications are now open, the round closes when there
are a suitable number and spread of applications

Applications close Monday, 9 October 2017

Sporting Surfaces Program
The Program helps eligible organisations to develop new
or upgrade/enhance or replace existing synthetic and hardcourt sporting playing surfaces including synthetic playing
fields, and indoor and outdoor courts to support courts
in SA.

Grants from $100,000 to $5 million dollars, and low
interest loans from $100,000 to $10 million are available
to create ongoing jobs in the sectors listed above.
Applications close Friday, 29 September 2017

For guidelines and
www.ors.sa.gov.au

application
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forms

Applications close Monday, 9 October 2017

visit

$50 Sport Vouchers
Program
The program is open for parents and carers who are now
able to claim $50 sport vouchers for their children, to use
towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.
Clubs wishing to register for the program and parents or
guardians wanting to find a participating club in their area
should go to www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.

Thursday 21 September 2017

GRANTS & CONCESSIONS
Club One (SA) Small
Sponsorships

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT
COMES TO SA LOW INCOME
EARNERS THIS WEEK

Small Sponsorship of up to $500, although in special
circumstances can be as high as $600, is available to
community clubs and associations and are considered
every one to two months.

Almost 135,000 South Australian homeowners
and retirement village residents on low or fixed
incomes will have started to receive the State
Government’s Cost of Living Concession
payment this week.

For further information visit: www.clubone.net.au/clubone-sponsorships.asp

The payment is being be made directly into bank accounts
to help with expenses such as utilities and council rates.

Clubs SA/IGC Sponsorship
Assistance Program

The payment of up to $202.70 for homeowners is made
automatically to eligible South Australians who received
the concession last year. This payment has been indexed
to increase each year in line with the Consumer Price
Index.

There are streams of funding available through Clubs SA
for the not-for-profit sector, including clubs.

Eligible tenanted households will receive a $101.40 payment
in February 2018.

Before applying for any stream of funding it is advised
that you contact Clubs SA for further details and
assistance on the application process.

Zero Waste Industry
Program

There is no set dollar value to the program, applications
for sponsorship are considered by the board on case by
case basis.

The Program aims to develop a project to help improve
your business or organisation’s use of resources, reduce
costs and improve productivity.

For further information visit: Clubs SA
Applications are accepted at anytime during the year

The program is open to:
•Small to medium businesses
•Not-for-profit organisations

Eligible households who have not applied for the Cost of
Living Concession, or who previously received the
concession but have not provided their banking details,
are encouraged to call the ConcessionsSA hotline on 1800
307 758.

For further information visit: Zero Waste SA
Applications are ongoing

Applications for the 2017-18 Cost of Living Concession
close on 31 October 2017.

Job Accelerator Grant
Scheme
The Scheme has been established to encourage South
Australian businesses to employ additional full-time, parttime and casual employees, and maintain them for at least
12 months. A Job Accelerator Grant of up to $10,000
($5,000 each year for two years) per new full-time
equivalent (FTE) job created is available for businesses
liable for payroll tax in SA with total Australian wages of
$5 million or less. Job Accelerator Grant for Small Business
& Start-ups of up to $4,000 ($2,000 each year for two
years) per new job created is available for most businesses
that are not liable for payroll tax. This includes businesses
with Australian wages below the payroll tax free threshold
(currently $600 000) and most organisations that are
exempt from payroll tax (e.g. public benevolent institution).
Businesses that increase their number of SA employees
will be eligible to receive a grant for each additional worker
employed by them in a new position between 1 July 2016
and 30 June 2018.
For further information visit: www.revenuesa.sa.gov.au

Retailer Energy Efficiency
Scheme SA
The Retailer Energy Efficiency Scheme (REES) is a South
Australian Government energy efficiency scheme that
provides incentives for South Australian households and
businesses to save energy.
Energy Audits will be made available for a number of lowincome households in the “priority group”, to help assess
current energy use practices, compare usage to energy
efficient practices and identify practical ways to be more
energy efficient at home.
Energy Efficiency Activities will be made available to South
Australian households and many businesses through
incentives offered by any retailer with REES targets in a
particular year, for the installation of a number of preapproved Energy Efficiency Activities. These may include
activities such as the installation of efficient lighting
products, low-flow showerheads and ceiling insulation.
For further information visit: Essential Services
Commission
Applications are ongoing
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Industry Development
Pocket Grants
Industry Development Pocket Grants provides funding
to South Australian music businesses to assist with oneoff expenses that arise at short notice. These include travel,
conference or legal fees for short-notice opportunities.
Arts South Australia accepts applications until they use
up the annual funding portion.
Grants up to $1000 are available
For further information and guidelines visit: Arts South
Australia
Applications are ongoing

Country Arts SA — Quick
Response Grant
Regional artist can access professional arts development
and training opportunities, or organisations/communities
with small project opportunities that arise at short notice.
Individual—up to $1,500 which provides support for
professional development opportunities for individual
artiest and arts workers in regional South Australia
Community—up to $3,000 which provides support for
small-scale arts development initiatives for community
groups and organisations in regional South Australia.
For further information visit: Country Arts SA
Applications are accepted at anytime during the year)
closed for a period over Christmas)

The Cost of Living Concession was introduced by the
State Government after the Federal Government cut the
council rate concession.

The Cost of Living Concession is available to pensioners,
retirees, people receiving payments from Centrelink and
low-income households, extending the payment to
tenants.
People who have not previously received the concession
can apply from 1 July to 31 October each year. Eligible
homeowners applying for the first time this year will receive
their payment before the end of the year, while eligible
tenant households will be paid by March 2018.
The payment will increase each year in line with the
Consumer Price Index.
Applications can be submitted online at www.sa.gov.au/
concessions/costofliving. Supporting documents can be
uploaded and existing recipients can use this form to update
changes to their details.
Communities and Social Inclusion Minister Zoe Bettison
said, “The Cost of Living Concession is one of the ways
the State Government supports low-income South
Australians.”
“Payments of more than $160 million were made in 201617 to help households with their living costs.”
“The concession gives recipients the flexibility to use the
payment wherever it is most needed to support themselves
and their families.”
“If you received the payment last year and your
circumstances have changed, please contact the hotline
on 1800 307 758 to update your details.”

POLICE remind members of the public to call 131444 for Police
assistance or 000 in the case of emergency.
If anyone has any information of criminal matters in and around
Coober Pedy please contact Crime-Stoppers on 1800 333 000
or ring the Coober Pedy Police on 86725056.
Coober Pedy Regional Times
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MONDAY
CFS TRAINING Monday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Wayne Borrett
0439881049

FRIDAYS
GREEK HALL - WINTER

Charcoal BBQ & Salad
7pm every FRIDAY night
TWIGHLIGHT GOLF
with a social ambrose 3 – 6
hole competition from 6pm
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7pm Friday night Clay Target
Shotgun
GREEK CLUB - Bingo
7.30 pm
Coober Pedy Scrabble
7.30pm United Club .
All skill levels welcome
AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

SATURDAYS
MINE RESCUE/SES Training
(Alternate Saturdays)
0427725446
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy Chapman
on 0401092264 to book a time
CROATION CLUB
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

SUNDAYS
SUNDAY GOLF
CATACOMB Church Service

and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup
available. Ph 8672 5038
CP SHOOTERS CLUB

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time .
.

Check that your entries are still
current
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What’s On in COOBER PEDY
& elsewhere *Visiting Services*
FOR THOSE TRAVELLING SOUTH IN
OCTOBER Adelaide will host 12 major events
and festivals this October:
* OzAsia Festival 21 September to 8 October is Australia’s premier
international arts festival focusing on Asia. Approximately 150,000 people
are expected to attend over 18 days for both free and ticketed events.
To find out more, visit ozasiafestival.com.au
*Open State 28 September to 8 October builds a platform of
collaboration and innovation across 11 days. In 2016 the first Open
State festival attracted 25,000 attendees across 65 events and pumped
$11 million into the local economy. To find out more, visit
openstate.com.au
* Indofest Adelaide 1 October is a vibrant community festival
celebrating all things Indonesian. The free event is expected to attract
7,000 attendees. To find out more, visit indofest.com.au
* Hybrid World Adelaide 4 to 8 October South Australia’s first
technology festival is expected to attract 15,000 attendees across four
days and up to 600 people to the Hybrid World Adelaide Conference. To
find out more, visit hybridworldadelaide.org
* Festival of Architecture and Design 5 to 8 October celebrates
and promotes the future of architecture and design in South Australia
locally, nationally and internationally. The 2016 event attracted 1000
visitors. To find out more, visit fad.org.au

TAX & FINANCIAL

Incorporating
Waters & Younger
Ph: 8291 2111 Adelaide
Ph: 8672 5979 Coober Pedy
Fax: 8291 2101
Mob: Richard 0422 428 850
richard.younger@360private.com.au
Mob: Kezia 0414 522 392
kezia.manning@360private.com.au

2017 Visits to
Coober Pedy
30 January - 8 February
27 February - 3 March
19 - 28 April
29 May - 2 June
13 - 28 July
14 - 18 August
4 - 15 September
16 - 28 October
13 - 24 November
4 - 8 December (to be confirmed)

* Adelaide Film Festival 5 to 15 October is an 11-day celebration
and exploration of Australian and international screen culture with a
unique program of screenings, forums and special events. The event Income tax returns lodged electronically for
is expected to attract an estimated 60,000 attendees. To find out more, a prompt refund (within 14 days subject to
ATO)
visit adelaidefilmfestival.org
* Bridgestone World Solar Challenge 8 to 15 October is a biennial
event that features local and international teams who race from Darwin
to Adelaide, a journey of 3000km, using only the power of the sun. In
2015 the BWSC pumped $6.78 million into South Australia’s visitor
economy, welcoming 35,150 visitor nights and creating the equivalent
of 69 full time jobs. To find out more, visit worldsolarchallenge.org

We also specialize in providing sound, practical
accounting & taxation advice to individuals,
families, businesses & SMSF’s

Other services provided –
• preparation & lodgment of business activity
statements (BAS)
• registration for ABN’s, GST and Tax File
Numbers
•
establishing
new
companies,
*Adelaide Fashion Festival 11 to 15 October (AFF) presented by
superannuation funds (SMSF) and trusts

Mercedes-Benz Adelaide is a celebration of innovative South Australian
design and style through runway shows, masterclasses, Q&A sessions,
lunches and more. More than 15,000 people attended the AFF in 2016.
To find out more, visit adelaidefashionfestival.com.au

• superannuation advice
• tax planning
• preparation of budgets
• general business advice
• auditing
*Vogue Festival 13 to 14 October is presented by Vogue Australia, • capital gains tax information, advice &
Rundle Mall, Adelaide Fashion Festival presented by Mercedes-Benz record-keeping
Adelaide and in collaboration with the City of Adelaide. Over 100,00
COUNCIL ELECTIONS
customers are expected to visit Rundle Mall and Rundle Street during
the two-day retail activation including runways, giveaways, entertainment
The next Local Council
and more. To find out more, visit adelaidefashionfestival.com.au
Tarnanthi Festival of Contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Art 13 to 22 October presents the art of Australia’s oldest
living culture on an unprecedented scale and challenges existing notions
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait art. In 2015 Tarnanthi generated $9.4
million in visitor expenditure. To find out more, visit tarnanthi.com.au
*Ferment the Festival 19 to 22 October is Australia’s first festival to
celebrate all things fermented including cheese, chocolate, charcuterie,
wine and more. It’s expected to attract 25,000 visitors over three days.
To find out more, visit fermentthefestival.com.au
*Vegan Festival 28 to 29 October It is a weekend of celebration and
education for the vegan and non-vegan community and has a strong
focus on sustainability and the environment. Organisers expect 15,000
attendees over two days.To find our more, visit veganfestival.info
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elections will take place
during November 2018
STATE ELECTIONS

The next State election
will be held on 17
March 2018
SCHOOL TERM DATES

2017

Term 3: 24 July - 29 Sept
Term 4: 16 Oct - 8 Dec
Thursday 21 September 2017

GUIDE TO SHOPS AND SERVICES
IN COOBER PEDY The Opal Capital of the World
Accommodation
Oasis Tourist Park 1
08 86725169
Restaurants
Outback Bar & Grill 3
(08) 86723250

BULLS

1

OASIS 7

Opal Shops
Just Opals 4
Seven Stones Jewellers 5

Bridgestone
Tyres

8

OME

Fuel Outlets
Opal Miner’s Enterprises 6
Bulls Garage 7

6

4

Other Services
Bridgestone Tyres 8
360 Private Accounts and Finance
Clubs
Greek Community 2
St. Nicholas Street

Seven 5
Stones
Jewellers

Croation Club
RSL

GREEK
HALL

Bar 3
ack
Outb ill
r
&G

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
Ambulance, Fire and Police - 000
National Security Hotline: 1800123400

2

Police Stations
Coober Pedy: 08 86725056
Marla: 86707020
Oodnadatta: 86707805
Coober Pedy Hospital 08 86725009
Coober Pedy School 08 86725077
District Council Coober Pedy: 86724600
Australia Post:
Coober Pedy: 86725062
Marla: 86707001
Mintabie: 86705000
Oodnadatta: 86707819

Affordable

Opals

Tour
is
ar
k
ouris
istt P
Par
ark

&

Coober Pedy 08 86 725 691

Souvenirs

BULLS GARAGE
On-site Service Centre
*Phone: 86 725 036

Located in IGA MALL
OME OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 7.00am - 1.00pm; Sun Closed

- OUTBACK BAR & GRILL -

UEL
F
P
A
CHE

• Fuel Gas Refills • General Engineering & Light Fabrication
• Industrial & Hardware Supplies • Filters all types • Hydraulic Fittings
• Oils • Bearings • V Belts • Hosing • Air Fittings • Trailer Parts
• Safety Gear • Chain Blocks • Slings • Rigging Gear • Cigweld Agent

Searle Trading Pty Ltd/ Opal Miners' Enterprises
Lot 1299 Old Water Tank Rd, Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone: (08) 86725830 ABN: 44 761 266 367

360Private

GREEK HALL

Wealth By Design

Charcoal BBQ &
Salad

Ph: 8291 2111 Adelaide
Ph: 8672 5979 Coober Pedy
Fax: 8291 2101

Every Friday night at
7pm
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Richard.Younger@360Private.com.au
Business Centre Hutchison Street
Coober Pedy Regional Times
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