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YOUTH SOCCER MATCH PLANNED
FOR ‘HARMONY - FAMILY’ DAY
Local dad volunteers Ned
Berovic and Delesh Perera are
inviting all Coober Pedy kids
between 9 and 16 years of age
to come down to the Oval every
Friday from 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm
for Soccer training.

The soccer group has already
commenced it’s training in
preparation for their first match.

The revitalisation of Soccer in
Coober Pedy follows on from the
previous Socceroos, and a number
of other clubs that formed over the
years, at times when the local
youth had adult support and the
desire and numbers to play.

“We are hoping the school and
council may become involved and
that we will attract other sponsors.
We still need guernseys, balls,
soccer goals, nets and other
equipment. We don’t have much
at the moment”, he said.

Left: Soccer practice at the
Oval. All kids between 9 and
16 are invited to come and
practice soccer and prepare
for the big match.”

Ned said that the group has started
a Facebook page called Coober
Pedy Soccer “There will be some
information about the soccer there
as well as in the Coober Pedy
Regional Times”, he said.

Mr Berovic said, “Our big game is
on March the 18th for the
'Community Harmony Multicultral
Family Day'.
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Welcome to
Coober Pedy An underground town, built
on the back of opal mining
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CROSSWORD

Drilling for opal at Donna’s Rush

Email: cptimes@ozemail.com.au

The Opal Capital of
the World
*Coober Pedy - situated on the largest
formation of opal in the world
*Spacious underground living
*Beautiful Opal Gemstones
*Over 40 Nationalities living together

Please Drive Carefully and
remember
Coober Pedy is a lizard
friendly town
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Energy Developments Limited
Report

PROGRESS ON THE
RENEWABLE HYBRID PROJECT
AT COOBER PEDY

Construction of the Coober Pedy Renewable Hybrid
Project (CPRH) being installed by Energy Developments (EDL) continues to progress well and EDL
thanks the community for its ongoing interest and
support of its team and contractors.
Recent milestones reached have been:• Installation of a new switchboard. This was not in the
original scope of the project but detailed inspection of
DCCP’s existing switchboard showed it had reached
its use by date with outdated equipment posing a safety
and reliability hazard. EDL agreed to meet the cost of Local engagement during the solar installation;
the new switchboard and will now be responsible for
its ongoing maintenance.

and for concrete works at the power station

• Completion of the 6.6kV line including the highway
underbore
• New control room to accommodate the substantially
more complex control and integration systems
associated with CPRH.
• Solar Array and Inverter ready for commissioning.
EDL has reviewed the schedule and agreed with DCCP
that the solar system start generating electricity earlier
than planned. The solar will not be fully utilised as EDL
will need to control output to ensure power system
stability but it will result in early benefits from the project New control room from the outside
to the community.
• The wind turbines have been installed, ready for
commissioning.
be followed by connection to and commissioning of
the complete integrated system. Integration is expected
Work will now be concentrated on the installation of to commence in April and with formal Project
the remaining integration technologies – Dynamic Completion scheduled for June / July.
Resistors and Diesel Uninterrupted Power Systems
(DUPS). Commissioning and performance testing of To date local community members have comprised
the individual components will continue and will then approximately 20% of personnel engaged on the project

New control room, inside

(30 of 160) and 20% of hours worked on the project
(5500 of 26000). The project has utilised local supply
wherever possible.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) installed at
Power Station

Nominations
sought –
NRM Group
Members

THUMBS UP

The SA Arid Lands Natural Resources Management
Board is seeking people with an interest in natural
resource management and understanding of their
local area to become NRM Group members.

THANK YOU
Greg for working
7 days a week to
keep the pool open
outside school
hours.
Thursday 23 February 2017

There are six NRM groups in the region, with current
va cancies in the Gawler Ranges, Marla-Oodnadatta,
North Flinders and North East Pastoral groups.
Expressions of interest are also being sought for
potential future vacancies on the Marree-Innamincka
and Kingoonya NRM groups.
Information, maps of NRM Group areas and
nomination forms are available by contacting the
Natural Resources Centre on 8648 5300 or by
visiting www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/aridlands
or by contacting the Board’s office on 8648 5300.

PN1557

Nominations close on 10 April 2017
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COOBER PEDY - POLICE NEWS

Ice Taskforce
to focus on
increasing
support for
families
The State Government will focus on providing
more support for families affected by the use
of crystal methamphetamine (ice) as part of its
Ice Taskforce.
Meeting with relatives of methamphetamine users today,
Substance Abuse Minister Leesa Vlahos said more needs
to be done to support families dealing with a loved one
using the drug.
Ms Vlahos is encouraging affected families to make their
voices heard at a series of upcoming community meetings
which will be rolled out across the State over the next
few weeks.
She said it was vital for families to be heard because they
are often under-supported and bear the brunt of
methamphetamine use, which can include violence and
financial and emotional abuse.

Statistics on local break-ins
Since the beginning of the New Year, 13 residential and
3 non-residential serious criminal trespass (break-in)
offences have been reported in Coober Pedy. All of the
offences were committed while the premises were vacant.
Most commonly in these breaks, offenders target alcohol
and cash, however on one occasion the offenders stole a
car from the address, having located the keys inside the
house.
Coober Pedy patrols are targeting the offenders of these
breaks, through active monitoring of persons of interest,
as well as fast-tracking forensic evidence located at each
of the premises. Police urge members of the public to
contact them immediately if they have any suspicions
about a person’s behaviour or activity in or around a vacant
premises.

On Sunday 19th February 2017 police stopped a
vehicle travelling north on the Stuart Highway. As a
result of the stop the officers located 120 litres of
cask wine in the vehicle.
It was determined that the liquor was most probably
being transported to the APY Lands for sale and
consumption.
As the APY Lands are a complete dry zone, it is a
criminal offence to supply alcohol to persons on the APY
Lands. Officers seized and poured out the alcohol
located in the vehicle.

People needing support due to a loved ones
drug use can contact Family Drug Support
on 1300 368 186

Man arrested
following fatal
crash at Fregon

The South Australian Ice Taskforce will conduct a 60day community engagement process and will consider
legislative changes to stymie the supply of drugs, boost
prevention and treatment pathways for those affected,
and increase community education on the drug’s dangers.

Police are also currently running an operation to reduce
the incidence of alcohol fuelled disturbances, assaults,
and other offences in the township of Coober Pedy.
As such the community can expect that officers will be
seen more frequently conducting walk throughs and
generally maintaining a presence at licensed premises
around Coober Pedy, targeting disorderly and anti-social
behaviour.

120 litres of cask wine decanted
enroute to APY Lands

The State Government’s Ice Taskforce will
look at health initiatives including:
· Expanding treatment and harm reduction
strategies
· Further developing family support programs in
metropolitan and regional areas
· Professional development and guidance for
frontline workers
· Developing a safety and quality accreditation
scheme

There has been a steady increase in levels of
methamphetamine consumption since late 2012, with an
average of around 450 doses per week, per 1000 people,
during December.

Since July 2016 in Coober Pedy there have been 142
apprehensions where the offender was alcohol affected,
34 Public Intoxication Act arrests, 14 barring orders issued
and more than 121 General Expiations issued for alcohol
related offences.

Police remind members of the public to call 131444
for Police assistance or 000 in the case of
emergency.
If anyone has any information of criminal matters
in and around Coober Pedy please contact CrimeStoppers on 1800 333 000 or ring the Coober Pedy
Police on 86725056.

Community members who have knowledge of any
persons transporting liquor to the APY Lands are
encouraged to call Crime Stoppers or the Coober Pedy
Police Station to advise police.

Nominations
open for Police
Officer of the
Year

A man has been arrested after investigation into a
fatal crash in the States far north on the weekend.

The Rotary Club of Unley is calling for nominations
for the South Australia Police Officer of the Year
The work of the Taskforce will align with the South Just after 1am on Sunday 19 February, police
Award.
Australian Alcohol and Other Drug Strategy 2017-2021 were called to Fregon after a Toyota 4WD hit a
and the National Ice Taskforce.
van which in turn struck a pedestrian.
Since its inception in 1978, the annual award has
Substance Abuse Minister Leesa Vlahos said, “We want
to reduce the supply, demand and harm caused by
methamphetamine use in our community.”

sought to highlight the service provided to our

The victim, a 43-year-old Fregon woman was community by the South Australia Police.
taken to the Fregon Clinic but sadly died.

“The relatives and friends of users of methamphetamine
often feel helpless and don’t know where to turn, and we
need to do more to support them to support these people.”

It recognises outstanding acts of courtesy, courage,
kindness, understanding, compassion and devotion
to duty by any member of the SA Police.

havoc on families, friends and our communities.”

of Unley from nominations received from individuals

Officers from Major Crash and Major Crime
attended the scene this morning to assist Port
“The increasing use of methamphetamine is wreaking Augusta CIB detectives with the investigation.
Each year's winner is chosen by the Rotary Club

As a result detectives this afternoon arrested a and groups in the community.
“As the Premier stated last week, ice presents a unique
challenges and the Ice Taskforce will help to inform how 28-year-old man who is expected to be charged
To nominate a police officer, please download the
we address these complex issues.”
with manslaughter.
form from the Club’s website: http://
“It is vital we have co-ordinated responses across
www.unley.rotaryclub.org.au/specialevents/pooty.htm
government agencies to ensure effective prevention, early The Fregon man will be refused police bail and
intervention, law enforcement and treatment responses.” was to appear in the Port Augusta Magistrates
Nominations close Friday 31 March, with the winner
Court on Monday 20th Feb.
of the 2016 award announced later this year.
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Letters to Editor

Interim Satellite Service
to end this month

CHECK FACTS BEFORE
FOR COMMITTING TO
PRINT!

• The Interim Satellite Service (ISS) will be shut down
on 28 February, superseded by the NBN Sky Muster
satellite
• Sky Muster offers faster speeds, more data and better
pricing than the ISS

Dear Editor,

• Homes and businesses on the ISS should contact their
preferred retailer and order a Sky Muster service to avoid
interruption to their internet service

I am writing, on behalf of the Coober Pedy Historical
Society, in regard to some very erroneous facts in Bret
Maat’s letter to the Editor in the CPRT’s of 9-2-17.

Minister for Regional Communications Fiona Nash has
reminded rural and remote Australians still receiving internet
through the old Interim Satellite Service to contact their
local Sky Muster provider or NBN Co to switch across
to the new Sky Muster Satellite.
“The old Interim Satellite Service, put up by the
former Labor Government, will be switched off on
February 28,” Minister Nash said.
“Residents need to contact their Sky Muster provider or
NBN Co and mention they’re moving across from the old
Interim Satellite Service.
“Even if the area you’re in will eventually be covered by
the fixed wireless or fibre to the node network, if you’re
currently on the Interim Satellite Service then you’ll need
to switch to Sky Muster in the meantime.

While Sky Muster satellite service operates beyond our
vision, the nbn fibre to the node is rolling out rapidly
During the summer the nbn workers worked in all
conditions. Seen in Hutchison Street Coober Pedy with a
couple of umbrellas to protect themselves from the sun
“Installation of the new satellite equipment is at no change,
and if you later switch to the fixed wireless or fibre to the
node network, there will be no charge for that installation
either.”

The Historical Society is not in possession of any
celluloid film nor does it have anything stored in a
shipping container. Regarding Crocodile Harry’s ute,
the Historical Society does not have an interest in
acquiring or holding such items.
Please Bret, check your facts before casting aspersions
and committing them to print.
Jenny Davison
Secretary
Coober Pedy Historical Society

Minister Nash said many people had complained about
the old Interim Satellite Service, which charged much
more for very little data.

20+ RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS TO COMMENCE IN 2017
Coober Pedy’s Wind Solar energy project is just one
of more than 20 major renewable energy projects are
already under construction or will start this year,
delivering an unprecedented program of works which
will create almost 3000 direct jobs and generate more
than $5 billion of investment, according to new analysis
from the Clean Energy Council released last week.

"This investment is occurring due to the extraordinary
cost reductions achieved in renewable energy,
underpinned by the bipartisan support for the 2020
Renewable Energy Target (RET) as well as support from
the Australian Renewable Energy Agency, the Clean Energy
Finance Corporation and various initiatives of state and
territory governments.

Clean Energy Council Chief Executive Kane Thornton said
more than 2250 MW of new large-scale renewable energy
would be under construction in 2017, the most since the
Snowy Hydro Scheme more than 50 years ago – one of
the most iconic nation-building projects in Australian
history.

“Given the nature of renewable energy projects, regional
parts of the country will benefit from many of these job
opportunities, while the projects will provide flow-on
benefits to the many different businesses involved.

“We are set for a huge 2017, with more than 20 projects
either under construction or which have secured funding
and will go to construction this year,” Mr Thornton said.

"This new wind and solar power will help our system
cope during periods where everyone is using electricity.
As we saw in New South Wales during the heatwaves a
few days ago, every generator counts when the heat is
on," he said.

Technology

State

Investment

Wind SA
Wind VIC
Wind NSW
Wind QLD
Wind VIC
Solar WA
Wind / Solar
Solar QLD
Solar NSW
Solar QLD

Neoen / Megawatt Capital Hornsdale Stage 2 & 3 209
RES
Ararat 240
$450m 165
2017 75
Goldwind Australia
White Rock Stage 1
175
RATCH Mt Emerald
180
$380m 150
2018
Windlab Kiata 30
$75m 70
2017 9
APA
Emu Downs
20
$50m 100
2017
SA
EDL
Coober Pedy
4
$37m
Sunshine Coast Council Sunshine Coast Solar Farm
Goldwind Australia
Gullen Range Solar Farm 10
Lakeland Solar & Storage P/L (Conergy) Lakeland Solar

Developer

Project MW

Jobs

$800m 150

2017

73

$400m 200
63

2017

70

60
2017
10.8

2017

2017 2
15
$50m
$26m 70
and Storage

Projects with financial commitment – to start construction in 2017
Technology
State Developer
Project MW
Investment
Jobs
Wind VIC
ACCIONA
Mt Gellibrand - Stage 1 66
$140m 100
Wind NSW Partners Group / CWP Renewables
Sapphire
270
Wind NSW Union Fenosa Crookwell 2
91
$200m 80
Q2
Solar QLD
Sun Metals P/L Sun Metals Solar Farm 100
$155m 250
Solar QLD
ESCO Pacific
Ross River Solar Farm 135
$225m 150
Wind / Solar
QLD
Windlab Kennedy Energy Park
40
$120m 50
Solar QLD
Genex Kidston Solar Farm
50
$126m 100
Q1
Solar QLD
FRV
Clare Solar Farm100
$190m 200
Q2
Wind NSW Powering Australian Renewables Fund
Silverton Wind Farm
Solar QLD
FRV
Lilyvale Solar Farm
100
$400m 200
Q3
Solar SA
Snowy Hydro
Tailem Bend
100
$200m 200
Q4
Solar NSW Neoen Three projects: Dubbo, Parkes and Griffith 110
$230m
Totals (both tables)
2256 $5106.5m
2955
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Finish Turbines

Turbines
22
200
Q1

200

$460m 150

250

Q4

Mr Thornton said investors are flocking back to the
renewable energy sector following several years of
destabilisation under the Abbott Government.
“Investment confidence has rebounded and our economy
is set to reap the benefits through a massive increase in
activity between now and the end of the decade,” he said.
“Renewable energy is now the cheapest type of new
energy generation that it is possible to build today, we
have a strong program of works, and Australians are very
much on board with the transition of our energy sector to
one which is smarter and cleaner.
“However, clarity on long-term energy policy and support for renewable energy beyond 2020 will be essential
to ensure these levels of investment are sustained.”
Projects under construction

$42.5m 60

Finish
Q1
$350m
33
Q2
Q2
Q3

The figures show Queensland and New South Wales will
benefit strongly this year from wind and large-scale solar,
with projects also firing up in South Australia and Victoria.
State and territory governments have been instrumental
in bringing much of this investment forward and restoring
confidence to the sector.

2017

75

10
Q1

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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The path of the sun will undoubtedly become
more meaningful to the next generation as
Australia moves into a new era of energy
production
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Enthusiastic start for
Landcare Outback

By Caroline Thomas
Evelyn Downs Station
The first meeting for 2017 of local Coober Pedy people
interested in the newly formed Landcare Outback
group was held last Thursday. There was so much
enthusiasm around the table it was hard not to be
excited for the future of this small group.

The group’s first on ground work this year will be a
contribution to “Clean Up Australia Day” on Sunday
the 5th if March. Everyone is welcome to join in. We
will meet at 8am in the Council Carpark or if you prefer
to come along later in the day, we can be found along
the Crows Road Creek. Please bring gloves, water and
wear suitable protective clothing. Rubbish bags will be
provided.
The Crows Road Creek is an area enjoyed by local
residents and as a result of recent above average rainfall,
the native species in the creek line are flourishing.
Landcare Outback began by removing Buffel grass
along the creek line last year, and this year will continue
with this effort. On Clean Up Australia Day, the group
will focus on this creek line, removing rubbish and broken
glass. It will also provide an opportunity to learn about
the native species growing there.

The Seed Collection Course is an opportunity for
everyone whether or not you belong to the Landcare
group. Details for the course will be advertised over the
next month.

There were 14 attendees at the first Landcare Outback meeting for 2017
If you are interested in finding out more
about the Landcare Outback group in
Coober Pedy, call Caroline on
86707991.
We invite you all to join us for these
two up coming events.

Federal
Government Action
to supply medicinal
cannabis
Note: RED HIGHLIGHTS

Federal Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey is
pleased his government moved last year to
allow the establishment of the Australian
medical cannabis cultivation and
manufacture scheme and made changes in
November to allow medicinal cannabis to
be prescribed by authorised specialist
medical practitioners.

CLINICAL TRIALS ARE STILL UNDERWAY
“While this a step forward for a number of
patients, there are a strict conditions and hurdles
to be met before it becomes commonly used as a
treatment for a number of ailments. Adoption of
a product as a medicine under goes a number of
clinical trials. These are currently underway and
while we have many instances of wonderful
results many patients may have to wait until the
results of trials are released.

This week Health Minister Greg Hunt has
authorised the controlled importation of medical
cannabis by approved providers to ensure supply
until locally produced products become available.

“There appears little doubt medicinal cannabis is
a helpful treatment of severe epilepsy and acute
pain and it will become a very useful tool in patient
management in the future” Mr Ramsey said. “It
cannot come fast enough for a number of people
who have exhausted conventional treatments. I
am keen to help facilitate the fastest possible
implementation of recommended uses.

“The Minister’s announcement means we can
facilitate faster access by authorised prescribers
to medicinal cannabis by improving the timelines
of supply,” Mr Ramsey said.

“This latest announcement on medicinal cannabis
delivers action in ensuring supply while work
continues on establishing the domestic cultivation
and manufacturing industry.”

Thursday 23 February 2017
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Then.

Now.

Again.

Bushfires will happen again.
Make your ‘Plan to Survive’ at cfs.sa.gov.au
CFS0184A

In April, Trees for Life will run a Seed Collection course.
The Landcare Outback group would like to collect local
native seeds, develop a seed bank and propagate plants
for the community. It is hoped the Trees for Life Seed
Collection course will provide tips on how to keep
seedlings alive through the extreme summer conditions.
Eventually it is hoped to develop more substantial habitat
for native birds.
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Reminder
COOBER PEDY
REGIONAL TIMES
IS TOTALLY
DIGITAL
2016 saw a significant shift across the outback and
region toward digital use of the Coober Pedy
Regional Times News website.
CPRT Newspaper actually moved online approx.10 years
ago to accommodate those in our community that are
committed to travelling from our remote location and
obviously tourism and other transient populations.
Newspapers were previously positioned across several
states and locations in the city and in regional & remote
towns for helpful access

Local environmentalist identifies
snakes in residential area
A week or so ago local Coober Pedy resident Tim
Webb found these two dead snakes on the 17 Mile
Road close to the car racing track.
“They measured 105 cms long with 17 scales at midbody. The snakes are Pseudonaja aspidorhyncha or Strapsnouted Brown Snakes” said Tim
“They can be positively identified by the large scales on
top of the head (see photo). The colouration between these
snake are very different.”
Tim Webb a retired opal miner is no stranger to the desert
environment. He has spent 4 years as a volunteer assisting Reece Pedler( from the Arid Land Department) catching reptiles and rodents.

Pseudonaja aspidorhyncha or Strap-snouted Brown
Snake

“I know how to identify snakes,” said Tim.
“This snake is dangerously venomous. I have seen many
house mice in recent weeks and these snakes love mice,”
he said.

Our own surveys have shown that: Newspaper
distribution methods have been impacted by the influx of
cheaper digital (online) platforms including sophisticated
mobile phones and tablets along with increased digital
coverage across our state and indeed, the country.

Pseudonaja aspidorhyncha or Strap-snouted Brown
Snake (same type but variation in colour and pattern)

Surveys also indicated that a very small portion of the
local community have been unwilling to embrace the
oncoming digital era, despite mostly having the latest
mobile telephones.
This shortfall may soon be addressed by the introduction
of local programs to help individuals to use the internet
with more ease.

EDUCATION: GOING
THE EXTRA MILE
The 46th Annual Conference of the Isolated
Children’s Parents’ Association of South Australia
will be held in Port Augusta on Friday, 31st March
2017, commencing at 9:00am. It will be hosted by
the Marla/Oodnadatta Branch of ICPA.

Thank you Tim for this valuable identification!

Pseudonaja aspidorhyncha or Strap-snouted Brown
Snake

Latest round of regional South
Australia EVENTS FUNDING opens

The South Australian Government’s commitment to
create more jobs and wealth in the tourism industry
continues with today’s announcement of a new
round of funding for events in regional South
State Councilors, Branch Delegates, invited guests and
Australia.
interested observers will gather together at Central Oval
Complex, Port Augusta to address issues relating to rural
and remote education. The theme of this year’s Conference
is Education: Going the Extra Mile.

“Education: Going the Extra Mile” refers to the effort
remote and isolated families put into accessing an equitable
education; the distance families live from traditional
schools, learning centres and resources; and striving to
overcome obstacles that can limit opportunities for children
to gain access to a similar education as their city
counterparts.
The conference is an opportunity for the SA ICPA to show
parliamentarians and guests what life is like in a remote
and Isolated area and the issues faced by families trying
to access education without the same access, resources
and opportunities found in cities.
Workshops focusing on secondary school options for
remote families, Centrelink and Special Education will be
conducted.
Issues on the agenda include: Boarding Schools and School
Hostels, Early Childhood Education, Rural Schools and
Rural Travel, Communications, Distance Education,
Specific Education, Tertiary Education and Curriculum.
Bestselling Australian Author Graeme Simsion (The Rosie
Project) will be our guest speaker and we have made
ticketed access available to non-members for his speech.

Page 7

Residents will recall that Tim Webb published a beautiful
book late last year called “Wildflowers of Coober Pedy”
that is available locally. Tim’s book identifies flora that is
also found around the immediate area.

Applications for the State Government’s Regional Events
and Festivals Program and Community Events Development Fund are now open.
Both programs aim to develop a strong calendar of regional events throughout South Australia helping to attract local, interstate and international visitors and boost
the State’s economy.
The Regional Events and Festivals Program helps cover
the costs of marketing and promotional activities for events
which successfully promote South Australia’s regions as
tourism destinations.
The Community Events Development Fund provides up
to $5000 in financial support for new, smaller or community-based events.
The State Government has committed $386,000 to fund
the 2017/18 Regional Events and Festival Program.
An extra $70 million in tourism funding has been invested
to market South Australia nationally and internationally,
as well as attracting major events to the State.
Applications for the 2017/18 Regional Events and Festivals Program and Community Events Development Fund
close on March 16, and will support events held after 1
September 2017.

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Successful applicants will be notified in July. Criteria and
funding guidelines can be accessed online at
www.tourism.sa.com/events/event-funding.aspx
Successful applicants during the last round of funding
included the Kangaroo Island Marathon, the Bay to
Birdwood, Ceduna Oysterfest, Lower Lakes Stockman’s
Challenge on the Fleurieu Peninsula and the 18 Hours of
Melrose festival in the Flinders Ranges.
Minister for Tourism Leon Bignell said, South Australia’s regions host some of the State’s most successful
and innovative festivals and events and we’re committed
to continuing to helping them thrive.”
“They play a key role in helping us reach our goal of
creating a visitor economy worth $8 billion by 2020. We’re
already well on track, with the sector at a record $6.2
billion.”
“The festivals we manage, such as the Santos Tour Down
Under and Clipsal 500 Adelaide – as well as the dozens of
events we sponsor – are huge drawcards for local and
international visitors who spend big and we want more
events to do the same.”
One example of the value of the 2016-17 Regional Events
and Festivals Program and Community Development Fund
is the 2016 Coonawarra Cabernet Celebrations festival.
The additional support received through this fund allowed
event organisers to extend the event program from one
weekend to a full month of activities. This created about
$1 million worth of direct tourism expenditure for the
Limestone Coast.
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COOBER PEDY
AREA SCHOOL
2017 LEADERSHIP
TEAM
Principal Kathryn Bruggemann
Deputy Principal Ravi Padayachi
Senior Leader Primary Casey Rivett
Senior Leader Intervention Veronika
Witham
Senior Leader AET Michael Beelitz
(Aboriginal Education)
School Counsellor Belle Maduro

SHOOTERS CLUB WORKING BEE
this FRIDAY (24th Feb)
WORKING BEE at
the Shooter's Club
Friday 24th FEB
at 5:30pm
followed by a BBQ
at 8pm.
Work is continuing on
the Range.
The numbers are up for
shooting on Saturdays
for the Rapid Fire.
Results are as follows:C Grade 1st Steve
Marjanovic
D Grade 1st Guy Foley

Photo: Susy Chapman

Shooter's just put up the new uniform storage where
we keep uniforms that are for sale.
Left to right Steve Marjanovic, Allan Dawson

Missing cat
SA
schools
urged
to
register
Named OTA
for Meningococcal B study
REWARD
0409 781 534

Education Minister Susan Close is urging schools
throughout South Australia to register for a nationleading health study that will see students enrolled
in years 10, 11 and 12 eligible to receive the
Meningococcal B vaccine free of charge.

Public and private schools have until 14 February to
register for the study that will examine the impact of
immunising large community groups against the disease.
More than 200 schools have registered to participate
and if all schools sign up, 60,000 South Australian
adolescents will be eligible to receive the vaccinations
which are not currently available for free through the
National Immunisation Program.
The B Part of It study is being led by the University of
Adelaide in partnership with SA Health and has been
approved by the Women’s and Children’s Health
Network Human Research Ethics Committee.
Researchers are working closely with local government,
the Department for Education and Child Development,
Catholic Education South Australia and the Association
of Independent Schools of South Australia to support
schools to become involved.
All South Australian students enrolled in years 10, 11
and 12 in 2017 will be eligible to participate in the study
if their school signs up and parents and students provide
consent.

Schools can register their interest by contacting their
school immunisation provider or the study team on (08)
8161 8117, or by visiting www.bpartofit.com.au
Education and Child Development Minister Susan Close
said, “I encourage all eligible schools to take the
opportunity to participate in the study and help
researchers explore whether immunising large
community groups can result in greater protection for
all against Meningococcal B.”
“Too many young South Australians are affected by this
terrible disease, and I urge schools, parents and eligible
students to access the vaccine for free through this
study.”
Associate Professor Helen Marshall said, “We are
heartened to see that more than 200 schools across South
Australia have already registered to participate in B Part
of It and have the opportunity to be protected against
meningococcal disease, a devastating infection. We hope
to see those that are yet to sign up adding their students
to the list of almost 55,000 who have so far become
eligible to receive the recommended meningococcal B
vaccination.”
“South Australia has the highest rate of Meningococcal
B in the country, with young adults aged 15-24 among
those most at risk.”
“We know that 5-10 per cent of people with
meningococcal disease die, despite rapid treatment. By
undertaking this ground breaking research into the herd
immunity benefits of immunising large groups against
the disease, we will determine whether the
Meningococcal B vaccine can reduce spread of the
meningococcus bacteria amongst adolescents and the
community.”

Last seen near the school at
Coober Pedy
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GUIDE TO SHOPS AND SERVICES
IN COOBER PEDY The Opal Capital of the World
Accommodation
Oasis Tourist Park 1
Restaurants
John’s Pizza Bar 2
Outback Bar & Grill 3

1

Opal Shops
Just Opals 4
Seven Stones Jewellers 5

7

RSL

8

Fuel Outlets
Opal Miner’s Enterprises 6
Bulls Garage 7

6
4

Other Services
Bridgestone Tyres 8
Mik Lee @ Bulls 7
Boland Backhoe Services
Coober Pedy Glass Works
McArdle’s Freight
Underground Books
Coober Pedy Glassworks

2

5

Cultural Clubs
Returned Soldiers League
Greek Community

GREEK
HALL

3

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
Ambulance, Fire and Police - 000
National Security Hotline: 1800123400
Police Stations
Coober Pedy: 08 86725056
Marla: 86707020
Oodnadatta: 86707805
Coober Pedy Hospital 08 86725009
Coober Pedy School 08 86725077
District Council Coober Pedy: 86724600
Australia Post:
Coober Pedy: 86725062
Marla: 86707001
Mintabie: 86705000
Oodnadatta: 86707819

UNDERGROUND
BOOKS

John’s Pizza Bar
& Restaurant
OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM - LATE
10% Discount for Pensioners
Ph:08 8672 5561 Fax:08 8672 5537

Email: johnpizza@bigpond.com
Hutchison Street opposite Desert Cave Hotel









OUTBACK MAILRUN TOUR
Cards & Stationary
Computer Supplies
Desert Parks Agent & other tours
Maps & Books on the area
Local Information/Road report
Phone: (08) 8672 5558

Affordable

Opals
&

Souvenirs
Located in IGA MALL
OME OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 7.00am - 1.00pm; Sun Closed

- OUTBACK BAR & GRILL -

EL
U
F
AP
CHE

• Fuel Gas Refills • General Engineering & Light Fabrication
• Industrial & Hardware Supplies • Filters all types • Hydraulic Fittings
• Oils • Bearings • V Belts • Hosing • Air Fittings • Trailer Parts
• Safety Gear • Chain Blocks • Slings • Rigging Gear • Cigweld Agent

Searle Trading Pty Ltd/ Opal Miners' Enterprises
Lot 1299 Old Water Tank Rd, Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone: (08) 86725830 ABN: 44 761 266 367

BOLAND BACKHOE SERVICES

Local family business with a Tip truck, backhoe and bobcat
with auger attachment for hire at reasonable rates. Available
for hire to mining companies and pastoral properties

Contact Ken or Nola
Home phone (08) 86723451
Ken’s Mobile 0417828186
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By Margaret Mackay

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING
CLOSES SOON

•
Infrastructure Projects Stream closes 28
February 2017
•
Community Investments Stream remains open
until 31 March 2017
COMMUNITY GROUPS and Local Councils across
the regions are being reminded that applications for
Infrastructure Projects under the Building Better
Regions Fund close on the 28th February 2017.
The BBR Funding aims to drive new investment across
rural, regional and remote Australia via local
infrastructure projects that will strengthen communities
and create local employment.
Minister for Regional Development Fiona Nash said,
“The strongest applications will highlight the economic
benefits of the project and show how it will create
ongoing employment.
“We’ve already had notification of hundreds of
applications, so only the very best will be funded.”
In 2012 the Coober Pedy District Council was
awarded $910,000 towards the $1.84 million “Water
For Growth” project, another Federal Government /
Regional Development initiative.
Coober Pedy’s then Mayor, Steve Baines said the water
funding and upgrade was vital for the town and would In 2012 the Coober Pedy District Council was awarded $910,000 towards the $1.84 million “Water
guarantee Coober Pedy a viable supply of water to the For Growth” project, another Federal Government / Regional Development initiative. Pictured above
are then Mayor, Steve Baines, with Minister for Regions Simon Crean and Phil Van Poorten Water
township for the next 30 years.
Manager

The announcement for Coober Pedy’s ‘Water for
Growth Project’ funding was hand delivered in July by
Minister for Regional Australia Mr. Simon Crean, where
we heard that the Federal Funding would provide a
new 12 kilometre section of water pipeline from a subartesian bore-field, replacing old asbestos concrete pipe
that had passed its use-by date.
The funding would also provide a new water-wise
irrigation system at the town oval and extend the
community orchard.
The funding incorporated assistance for indigenous
communities to gain employment skills via a training
program that would provide three long-term The arrival of 12 kilometre section of water
unemployed residents from the Umoona Indigenous pipeline to replace old asbestos concrete pipe
community with work experience, qualifications in
machinery use and horticulture skills. The work
The current Building Better Regions Fund
experience and qualifications would assist them to gain
applications close on the 28th February, so if you
ongoing work.
have a project that will enhance your town’s
infrastructure capabilities and create local
Discussions were taking place that would see a Water
employment then get your applications in asap.
Interpretive Trail at the Orchard as part of the
employment component.
Those across the region interested in applying for
Mr. Baines reiterated, “The funds will be used to renew the Community Investments Stream have until 31
aged pipeline transporting community water from the
March 2017 to apply.
bore to the desalination plant, and laying pipeline to
help increase their size of their community orchard.”
The BBRF will only fund projects in rural, regional
and remote Australia.
“It also provides a new state of the art irrigation system
to our town oval, which will save us a fortune in water,”
For more information visit http://www.business.gov.au/
he said.
bbrf
Mr Baines said this was the last part of the funding
required for the project, having already received https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/building-betterfinancial support from the RDA Infrastructure Fund and regions-fund
Coober Pedy Council for the project.
Thursday 23 February 2017
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Process of replacement of new pipeline from a
sub-artesian bore to the desalination plant

Mr. Crean pictured with DCCP Works
Department Personnel
The visit by Minister Simon Crean to announce
the funding was a massive morale boost to
Coober Pedy. With funding comes jobs and
security for families in any small town.
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What’s On

PLEASE REVISE YOUR ENTRIES
FOR THE COMING YEAR and KEEP
YOUR ENTRIES RELEVENT TO THE
COMMUNITY.
Send to cptimes@ozemail.com.au

MONDAY
CFS TRAINING Monday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Wayne Borrett
0439881049

TUESDAY
Drop in Centre 3:00 – 6:00pm;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)
NETBALL PRACTICE commences
Tuesday 7th February at CPAS Gym
From 7.30pm - - 9.30pm
All Netball players are welcome.

AMBULANCE TRAINING
7.30pm Umoona Road. Every
Tuesday except school holidays

WEDNESDAY
Wednesday-Links 11:00 –
2:00pm Ages 17 and older
(Sophie Reynolds)
Active Boys Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)

Active Girls Group 3:155:00pm; Ages 8-17 (Sophie
Reynolds)

the COOBER PEDY
COMMUNITY? & Visiting Services
FRIDAY

TAX & FINANCIAL

GREEK CLUB - Bingo 7.30
pm
Coober Pedy Scrabble and
Backgammon 7.30pm
United Club . All skill levels
welcome
AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222
Late Night Fridays 6:00 –
10:00pm; 11-17(Sophie
Reynolds)

SATURDAYS
Drop in Centre; 11:00 – 2:00;
Ages 8-17 (Sophie Reynolds)

MINE RESCUE/SES
Training (Alternate Saturdays)
0427725446
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy
Chapman on 0401092264 to
book a time .
CROATION CLUB
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

FRIDAYS
GREEK HALL

7pm Charcoal BBQ & Salad
Every FRIDAY night

What’s On
Enquiries
Email
cptimes@ozemail.com.au

or telephone
86725920
TWIGHLIGHT GOLF with a
social ambrose 3 – 6 hole
competition from 6pm
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7pm Friday night Clay Target
Shotgun
Page 11
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HOW TO
REMAIN PART
OF YOUR
COMMUNITY
The Coober Pedy Regional Times
will record a passing if we hear
about it, and particularly where
families choose to have their
relative acknowledged or
commemorated within the town
and it’s records.
Recording resident movement,
particularly from the opal mining
sector, or from any sector can be
important for our future records.
With social media playing a part in
self publishing, information does not
always reach us. Entries or
comments about a loved one on
social media are often lacking in
important detail, and in due course
may be deleted.
If you have information about a past
resident who may have made a
contribution (large or small) to
Coober Pedy or the opal industry, you
may wish to have an article that
recognises them in the Coober Pedy
Regional Times. You can send to the
editor at cptimes@ozemail.com.au

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

The next Local Council
elections will take place
during November 2018

SUNDAYS
SUNDAY GOLF has ceased
for the summer period, and will
resume again next year.
(Watch this space)

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

STATE ELECTIONS

The next State election
will be held on 17
March 2018
SCHOOL TERM DATES

2017

Term 1: 30 January - 13 April
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
No shooting over the holidays
but pre-arranged shooting will
take place.
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 or Susy Chapman
on 0401092264 to book a time .
.

Term 2: 1 May - 7 July
National Walk Safely to
School - Friday 19 May 2017
Term 3: 24 July - 29 Sept

Incorporating
Waters & Younger
Ph: 8291 2111 Adelaide
Ph: 8672 5979 Coober Pedy
Fax: 8291 2101
Mob: Richard 0422 428 850
richard.younger@360private.com.au
Mob: Kezia 0414 522 392
kezia.manning@360private.com.au

2017 Visits to
Coober Pedy

30 January - 8 February
27 February - 3 March
19 - 28 April
15 - 19 May (to be confirmed)
13 - 28 July
14 - 18 August
4 - 15 September
16 - 28 October
13 - 24 November
4 - 8 December (to be confirmed)
Income tax returns lodged electronically for a
prompt refund (within 14 days subject to ATO)
We also specialize in providing sound, practical
accounting & taxation advice to individuals,
families, businesses & SMSF’s
Other services provided –
• preparation & lodgment of business activity
statements (BAS)
• registration for ABN’s, GST and Tax File
Numbers
• establishing new companies, superannuation
funds (SMSF) and trusts
• superannuation advice
• tax planning
• preparation of budgets
• general business advice
• auditing
• capital gains tax information, advice &
record-keeping
• estate planning (Wills etc)

LEGAL SERVICES

WK Lawyers
COOBER PEDY DATES 2017
during
Court Circuit.
Weeks commencing -

TO BE
ADVISED

Term 4: 16 Oct - 8 Dec
Coober Pedy Regional Times
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CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISING
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
PUBLIC NOTICE

CFS

CARVING

The Coober Pedy

Country Fire Service
urgently needs volunteers
right now!

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section
28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the delegate of
the Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy
intends to grant Exploration Licences over the
areas described below.
Applicant:
Location:

PUBLIC NOTICE

Marmota Limited
Mulgathing area - approx.
130 km southwest of
Coober Pedy
Pastoral Leases: Commonwealth Hill, Mulgathing
Term:
Two years
Area in km2:
406
Ref:
2016/00133
Applicant:
Location

BECOME part of an important
emergency response team?
RECEIVE training and learn
valuable skills
BECOME more accredited and
more self-confident.
Training Monday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Wayne
Borrett 0439881049

Term:
Area in km2:
Ref:

Are you interested in having your local stone carved into a figurine—
frog—turtle—dolphin? Looks great in earrings/pendants or ornament.
Give Margaret a call on 0407 148105.

Iluka Resources Limited
Ooldea Range area - approx.
210 km northwest of Ceduna
Two years
1597
2016/00174

FOR SALE - PROSPECTOR’S DUGOUT

Location with views

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department of State Development website:
http://www.minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
exploration/public_notices or by contacting
Mineral Tenements on 08 8463 3103.

Originally built 1920’s

Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under the
Mining Act 1971 is available from: http://www.
minerals.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/land_
access/community_information or hard copy on
request to Mineral Tenements.
J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department of State Development
Delegate of the Minister for Mineral Resources
and Energy
PN1569

www.statedevelopment.sa.gov.au

Featured in a post card, ex show home. Professionally renovated. 4 bedrooms
plus. Hey dig more! This secure family home has too many features to list. All
furniture, electricals etc included -just move in! Plus newly tunnelled seperate
guest dugout. Asking $125K (REDUCED). Tel 0419032071

NRM FIELD DAY

DRIVEIN NEXT 3 WEEKS

er
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Venue: Serbian Church
Date: Sunday 26 March
Time: 10.30am - 3.00pm
Cost: Gold Coin Donation

Thursday 23 February 2017

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Page 13

