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CU RIVER POISED TO TAKE OVER PORT
AUGUSTA POWER STN SITE, AND MORE
Things are moving along for CU River both at Coober
Pedy and at Port Augusta. Following on from an article
published in the Sydney Morning Herald that expressed
some concerns with security, spokesperson for CU River
Ms Shelaye Boothey has issue the following statement.
“CU River plan to resume mining by the end of the year
creating up to 100 jobs. CU River has successfully and
safely run the mine and exported more than 1 million
tonnes of iron ore magnetite since it began it's 2014
operations, with the support of the department of defence.
CU River plans to expand it's Cairn Hill operations
pending Department of Defence approval creating up to
300 jobs for locals and those in the upper spencer gulf.
It plans to expand operations to build two new mines close
to Cairn Hill creating up to 1500 jobs and opportunities
for local contractors, exporting 15 million tonnes of iron
ore by 2026.
CU River has promised to use only Australian workers
and defence approved contractors throughout all it's
operations. It's product will meet the demand of the Chinese
Steel industry. Historically most iron ore mined out of
Australia has been exported to China to meet the growing
demand of the Chinese steel manufacturers.
CU River appreciates the security of the WPA and are
working collaboratively with the department to ensure the
long term security of the WPA.”

CU River and Port
Augusta Power
Station to settle by
end of May
By Andrew Spence
South Australia’s coal-fired electricity industry is in its
final chapter with the sale of the 65-year-old Port Augusta
power station site expected to reach settlement by the
end of the month.
The rehabilitated Port Augusta site will be handed over to
CU-River Mining after settlement in the coming weeks.
The closure of the 784MW plant in 2016 signalled an
important transition for South Australia, allowing the state
to focus on renewables and become a global leader in
wind and solar generation.

CU River at Cairn Hill Coober Pedy says it plans to resume mining by the end of this year. 1 million
tonnes of Iron Ore magnetite has been exported since 2014
This has included the commissioning of several major
wind farms, the nearby Bungala Solar Power Project and
the installation of Tesla’s ‘world’s biggest battery’ at
Neoen’s Hornsdale wind farm in the state’s Mid North.
Flinders Power has been managing the rehabilitation of
the Port Augusta site since its closure and reached an
agreement in February to sell the coastal land to CU-River
Mining.
The South Australian iron ore magnetite producer plans
to develop a $250 million port facility on the 1068ha site.
CU-River Mining is also looking into the feasibility
of building a large-scale solar farm on the site.
Flinders Power contracted McMahon Services Australia
to carry out the decommissioning and demolition work
with ‘practical completion’ being achieved last week.
Site contamination work to remediate soil and groundwater
has also been recently completed.
This has coincided with welcome rains in the past 10
days that are expected to spark further growth of a 320ha
native revegetation project on top of the site’s ash dam,
which has suffered through a long drought with the rest
of South Australia.
“It’s a significant milestone for us – we’ve been working
on the project for four years so it’s great to have completed
the work,” Flinders Power program director Brad Williams said.

The 90MW Playford A power station was commissioned
by the Electricity Trust of South Australia in 1954 and the
adjacent 240MW Playford B plant was constructed in
1963. The 520MW Northern power station was
established alongside Playford B in 1985 and later expanded
to a capacity of 544MW.
All three were fuelled by coal mined at Leigh Creek in
Outback South Australia and transported 260km along a
dedicated rail line south to Port Augusta.
Alinta Energy mothballed Playford B in 2012 and the last
electricity was produced at the Northern Power Station
in May 2016.
The power stations’ ash dam had reached 273 ha and a
depth of 5-8m by the time the plants closed in 2016. Hail
and strong winds ripped the suppressant coating off the
dried-out ash pile in January 2017, resulting in a dust cloud
that impacted parts of the nearby town.
Williams said apart from the ash dust issue in early 2017
brought about by the severe storm event, the whole
process had gone “exceptionally well”.
“Demolishing three coal-fired power stations of this scale,
rehabilitating the site and particularly the scale of the ash
storage area is really unprecedented,” he said.
“It’s all on time, on budget and delivered safely. We had
eight big charge felling events where the boilers and three
stacks were felled and there were no concerns there.”
Continued page 6
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built on the back of opal mining
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The annual rainfall in the area is
around 175 mm (5 inches) per annum
The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL in
2006 and is now ONLINE albeit a number of
copies are still printed locally
Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 275 Coober Pedy SA 5723
Ph: (08) 8672 5920
Email: editor@cooberpedytimes.com
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Next Newspapers

Winter Solstice
Saturday, 22 June

Thursday 23 May 2019
Thursday 13 June 2019
Thursday 27 June 2019
Thursday 11 July 2019
Thursday 25 July 2019

Next Full Moon
19 Apr 2019 at 8:42 pm

Advertising Rates
Display $6.50 per cm/col
Classified $8.00 per cm/col
Bookings and Material
must be in Fri prior to publication

EMAILING LIST
If you would like to be on a fortnightly emailout send your preferred email address to
editor@cooberpedytimes.com

The Coober Pedy Regional Times

“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”
CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill

CONTRIBUTORS
‘Media releases’ may be submitted however there
is no obligation on the newspaper to publish any
part of it. Media releases are generally one sided
so comments may, (or may not) be extracted and
used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.
Letters to Editor are sent by email where possible
and must be relevant to the community. Potentially
defamatory comments will be edited or deleted.
1.) NEWS IS AFTER AN EVENT.
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 word story in plain text and a suitable
photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial” or “Special
Feature”, please enquire about the cost first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community programs
is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions must accompany photos
+ DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS
6.) Letters to Editor need to be signed and also may
be edited.
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Coober Pedy THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD is an
underground town built on the back of opal mining
TOM’S UNDERGROUND
working mine, & THE OLD
TIMER’S MINE at Crowder’s
Gully
While in town take an OPAL
FIELDS tour - you’ll believe
you’re on Mars.
Be sure to visit THE
UNDERGROUND CHURCHES
AMAZING
UNDERGROUND HOMES (at
least 1500 people living
underground)
Take a tour to the natural
landscapes outside the town (see film
locations like Mad Max: Beyond
Thunderdome and Red Planet)
including the PAINTED DESERT,
the colourful BREAKAWAYS and
the MOON PLAIN
Join the MAIL RUN out of
Coober Pedy to deliver outback mail!
Take a leisurely flight over the
spectacular LAKE EYRE
During Easter a
TRADE SHOW is held

GEM

Opal miners Miroslav and Boris Markovic drilling
for Opal at Coober Pedy

DISCLAIMER: Opinions and letters published in The Coober Pedy Regional Times are not necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher. The
Coober Pedy Regional Times reserves the right to edit or omit copy, in accordance with newspaper policies. Letters to the Editor must be attributed with
a name, address and contact phone number - names and town of origin will be printed, or may be withheld at the Editor’s discretion. Material is
published with the agreement that the contributor takes full responsibility for their submission. During the course of any election campaign, letters to the
editor dealing with election issues must contain the author’s name and street address (not PO Box) for publication. Right of reply is always available.
INDEMNITY: Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full responsibility for the contents of advertisements and other submitted, signed
material and agree to indemnify the publishers against any claim or proceedings out of the publication of such advertisements or material. Provision of
material or copy for publication in the Coober Pedy Regional Times Newspaper constitutes acceptance by advertisers, advertising agencies and other
contributors of this condition.
Copyright Notice: All of the content published by CPRT, including articles, photos, images, graphics, advertising, layout, printing plate content and
related material, is owned by CPRT, or by other information providers who have licensed their content for use in this publication. Additionally, the entire
content of the Coober Pedy Regional Times past and present is copyrighted as a collective work under Australian copyright laws and may not be
reproduced without written authorisation. The owner of the collective work is Margaret Mackay
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LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN LINK:
https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/publicnotices
https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=333
According to Administrator Tim Jackson, “Council is currently living beyond
its means by approximately $1 million per year.”
“I refer to this as the structural deficit. This has been the case over last ten years hence
the Council net debt of approximately $9 million.”
The financial forecast for this year is a deficit of approximately $1.4 million. This is a
disappointing forecast result after the Council budgeted for a surplus of approximately
$0.6 million but is consistent with the structural deficit.
“To alter this position on an ongoing basis will require significant change. As consequence,
four financial scenarios have been developed. They are outlined in further detail elsewhere
in this newsletter. Even more information is available if you get the information pack.”
“Essentially the Council operates three funds - municipal, water and electricity. Currently
only the electricity fund breaks even due to significant financial assistance from the
State Government. It is proposed that all funds break even in future.”
“The municipal fund will only break even if municipal rates in three of the scenarios are
increased significantly.”
“The water fund will only break even if the State Government provides a substantial
subsidy or takes over the operation and funding of the water business. All scenarios
provide for one of these approaches. Representations have been made to the State
Government regarding this.”

- does not reduce further the current rudimentary levels of municipal service;
- simplifies the Council’s business which in turn allows it to focus all of its effort on
municipal activities;
- eliminates the risk associated with running essential services;
- reduces potable water prices to Adelaide prices; and
- eliminates debt which provides the Council with an opportunity to invest in community
infrastructure rather than essential services infrastructure.
“I am very conscious of municipal rate levels. While three of the scenarios proposed
include significant municipal rates increases this is substantially offset by a decrease in
potable water supply charges.”
“In my preferred scenario the net impact of the increase in municipal rates and the
decrease in water charges equates to approximately a six percent increase in municipal
rates.”
“On statewide basis residential municipal rates take between two and three percent of
median household income. All scenarios developed for Coober Pedy are under three
percent.”
“We need to settle on one of these scenarios to ensure the Council is financially sustainable
in the future.”
“The audited 16/17 financial statements were only signed off by the Council late last
year. The draft 17/18 financial statements have been available for audit since March but
unfortunately the external auditor was not available until this month. They are scheduled
to be signed of by the Council in July.”

“I have indicated a preference for scenario four - see later on for more detail - but I am
open to changing my mind if there is good reason.”
I favour scenario four as it:
- raises rates to fund all municipal services;
- keeps municipal rates at or about State levels;

Public Consultation – Draft Long Term Financial Plan

Fruit fly quarantine lifted in Ceduna
Thank you for your co-operation
during the fruit fly eradication
program conducted in Ceduna.
With your support, the work to
eradicate Mediterranean fruit fly
in the Ceduna quarantine area
was a success.
As a result, the restrictions on the
movement of both home grown and
shop bought fruit and vegetables
within this area have lifted.
You can now consume your
home grown fruit and vegetables
with the assurance the produce is
free from fruit fly.

District Council of Coober Pedy

Thevenard quarantine zone
The quarantine zone still applies if you are
in the Thevenard outbreak area (note this
adjoins the Ceduna outbreak area), which
won’t be lifted until at least 24 October 2019.
The restrictions on the movement of
both home grown and shop bought fruit
and vegetables still apply in this 1.5 km
outbreak area.

The Council has been considering the Long Term Financial Planning scenarios
over the last four months. Four scenarios have been produced for consideration
and others may be considered as part of the consultation process. The Administrator
acting as the Council has indicated a preferred option being scenario four.
That Pursuant to Section 123(4) of the Local Government Act 1999 and in
accordance with Council’s Public Consultation Policy, the Draft Long Term Financial
Planning scenarios (LTFP) are now available for Public Consultation.
Copies of the Draft LTFP scenarios are available on the Council’s website at
www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au and for inspection at the Council office at Hutchison
Street, Coober Pedy.
Written submissions are invited from interested persons from Thursday 9th May
2019 and should be directed to Colin Pitman, Acting Chief Executive Officer PO
Box 425 Coober Pedy SA 5723 or email cpittman@cpcouncil.sa.gov.au to be
received by close of business on Thursday 30th May 2019.

Check to see if you are in this area at
www.pir.sa.gov.au/fruitfly
Please continue to check your fruit and
vegetables regularly and if you find any
maggots, please PLACE the infested fruit into
a container, SEAL it and PHONE the Fruit Fly
Hotline on 1300 666 010.
PN3789

There will be an opportunity for comment and discussion on the Draft LTFP at the
Town meeting of 28th May 2019.
A further opportunity to make a verbal submission will be available at the Council
meeting to be held on 4th June 2019.
Colin Pitman
Acting Chief Executive Officer
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FLASHBACK

DISAPPOINTMENT IN THE DEMISE OF THE TOWN OVAL
In 2006 mining giant Oxiana Limited was busy
developing the Prominent Hill copper-gold project
about 130km from Coober Pedy.
In May 2006 CPRT WROTE: “As part of an ongoing
relationship with the people of Coober Pedy, Oxiana is
co-sponsoring the construction of some new changing
rooms through the donation of $50,000 to the Coober
Pedy District Council.
Since re-forming in 2005 after a 10 year hiatus the Saints
football team has been unable to get a win on the board,
which among other things has been put down to the
long distances the team has to travel. The provision of
changing rooms will mean that more games can be
played at the Saints home ground in Coober Pedy.
Australian Rules Football Legend, Ron Barassi joined
Oxiana’s Managing Director Owen Hegarty and the
Oxiana Prominent Hill team in Coober Pedy, where
Oxiana presented Coober Pedy Mayor Steve Baines
with a cheque for the new rooms. After presentation of
the cheque Ron Barassi shared some of his invaluable
football insights and had a brief coaching session with
some of the Coober Pedy Saints.
“Sport is one of the best things you can do in the world,”
said Barassi. “It is one of the only things in this world
that ignores race, colour or religion. It is a wonderful
uniting thing. “

Margaret Mackay ©

At the site of the proposed new changing rooms at “Oxiana Oval” Mayor Steve Baines, Oxiana MD Owen
Hegarty, and Football legend Ron Barassi kick start the oval project with $50,000
Council certainly looks forward to a long lasting
relationship with Oxiana Limited as it is quite obvious
that there will be significant employment and economic
benefits to our town and I acknowledge the involvement
of the Northern Regional Development Board (NRDB)
in this pursuit.”

According to club treasurer Mark Bell having a football
team is a very important part of building community spirit
in the town, for the players and for the spectators.
This spirit was alive and well on Saturday after Ron’s
visit with 350 residents turning up for the much
anticipated game. The visit by Ron and the renewed
attention in the club saw the Saints go on to win against
Andamooka by a margin of 65 points, their first win in
more than 10 years! According to Bell it was a freeflowing handballing game – advocated by Barassi which gave them the advantage.
Coober Pedy will be an important partner in the
development of the Prominent Hill mine. Should Oxiana’s
board approve proceeding with development of the mine
more than 200 people would be required as part of a
construction workforce by the end of the year and more
than 600 in the year following that. It is hoped that some
of the workforce and auxiliary contractors will come
from Coober Pedy and other towns in the North-West
region of South Australia.
CEO of the Coober Pedy Council Trevor McLeod and
Coober Pedy Mayor Steve Baines were at the ceremony
to receive the cheque. Mr McLeod said he was
delighted to see the start of a strong relationship between
the Company and the town.

Oxiana Managing Director & CEO Mr Owen Hegarty
signing the $50,000 cheque for change rooms said, “We
are delighted that Oxiana Limited, the company
undertaking development of a copper and gold mine at
Prominent Hill near Coober Pedy, have agreed to part
fund the project to the tune of $50,000.

Margaret Mackay ©

Ron Barassi turns the first sod for the changing
rooms at the new oval. Coober Pedy enjoyed over
10 years of sport and activities on the oval.
In 2019 it is a different story. It appears that poor
management of this community asset is seeing the
oval without water and without care.. and local
cricketers have resorted to paying to play indoor
cricket at the United Club

2006

As part of the sponsorship the Saints home ground will
be known as Oxiana oval for the next 5 years although
with the fundamentals of the Prominent Hill project
looking as good as they are the relationship between
Coober Pedy and Oxiana is set to last much longer!”

Whilst we do understand there are some water
issues, we look forward to hearing how the council
plans to restore our oval

2019

A cheque for this amount was presented to Council by
Managing Director and CEO Mr Owen Hegarty at a
ceremony at the oval in May, also attended by AFL legend
Mr Ron Barassi, who turned the first sod of soil for the
new change rooms.

2019
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Opinions/Questions/Comments/Letters
Letters to the Editor

STURT
DESERT
PEAS
BEGINNING
TO BLOOM
At Radeka Down Under in Coober Pedy
the first snap of cold weather has brought
out the seasonal Sturt Desert Peas.
Manager and cultivator Gary Bremer said that
he expects the blooms to last for the entire
tourist season. Gary said he uses a special
technique to germinate these delightful natives

CAN’T MAKE IT ON
ELECTION DAY?

Peas are beginning to bloom at Radekas

Gary Bremer expects a strong season of
peas this year

If you know you can’t vote on Saturday 18 May,
you can vote early.
It’s amazing how powerful a piece of paper can be on election day.
If you are an Australian citizen aged 18 years or over, you are required by law to vote. So, if you’re
unable to make it to a polling place on election day, you can vote early at an early voting centre or
apply for a postal vote.
You can vote early if you are at work on Saturday 18 May, or will be outside the electorate where you are
enrolled. There are other reasons you can vote early – visit www.aec.gov.au/early to ﬁnd out more.

Your vote will help shape Australia.

To learn more

www.aec.gov.au 13 23 26

Authorised by the Electoral Commissioner, Canberra.
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CU RIVER CONT.. FROM PG 1
The town of Port Augusta has a population of 6500 and
is located about 300km north of Adelaide, the South
Australian capital. It is also home to Sundrop Farms’
solar thermal powered mega greenhouse and was set
to house the 150MW Aurora solar thermal plant until
the project was abandoned last month because of
financing issues with its proponent SolarReserve.
Williams said Flinders Power was working through
settlement with CU-River, which included satisfying the
State Government it had fulfilled its remediation
obligations.
“We’re working towards a late May settlement,” he said.
“The EPA licence will be transferred after settlement
and then CU-River will oversee the ongoing
management obligations for the site.”
As part of the closure process, South Australia’s
Environment Protection Authority required Flinders
Power to develop and implement a closure and postclosure plan, a dust management plan, a rehabilitation
plan for the ash dam and put in place additional dust
control measures when needed.
These extra measures were implemented during the
particularly dry spring of 2018 and included the use of
dust suppressants and soil ‘roughing’ to stop dust being
raised.
In an emailed statement, the EPA said Flinders Power
had complied with its licence conditions, including
ensuring sufficient dust management controls were in
place.
The statement said air-quality monitoring had shown Port
Augusta had not exceeded the national standards for
the finest particles air-quality monitoring since the area
was covered with topsoil in 2017.
“There have also been no community dust complaints
attributed to the site since extra measures were put in
place to suppress dust in October 2018.”

Part of the ongoing management that will become
CU-River Mining’s responsibility after settlement
is the 320ha revegetation project on the former
ash dam.
The area is made up of the 20ha former coal stockpile
area, the 30ha borrow pit where 700,000 cubic metres
of dirt was taken for the project and the 270ha ash pit,
which had been kept wet with sea water through more
than 60 years of power station operation.
Flinders Power contracted South Australian-based
Succession Ecology to drive the massive revegetation
effort in collaboration with McMahon Services.
The dirt from the borrow pit was spread over the area
in early 2017 before six tonnes of native seeds – 4.5
tonnes of saltbush seeds and 1.5 tonnes of native grasses
– were sown in two plantings from June to August 2017
and May to October 2018.
Only about half of Port Augusta’s long-term average
rainfall has fallen in the past 24 months. The situation
was exacerbated by a scorching recent summer where
daytime temperatures approached 50C.
But 38mm of rain in the past 10 has buoyed hopes that
more plants will germinate in the coming weeks and
become established, particularly if moderate follow up
rains are received.
Succession Ecology director Glenn Christie said the
saltbush had outperformed the native grasses with some
shrubs almost a metre wide.
He said this month’s rains were the most significant
since 25mm last June and would likely spark and
explosion of germination and growth.
“But it’s all going to depend on follow up rain – if we
even get a moderate winter we’ll be away.
Christie said a revegetation project of this size in an arid
zone was a massive challenge and possibly the first of
its kind anywhere in the world.
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MISSING CAT RETURNED TO
COOBER PEDY AFTER TWO YEARS
Exactly two years ago Coober Pedy resident of 7
years Julie Knight was returning to her
residence in Port Pirie and during transit the
family cat climbed out of the car.
Julie tells here story here:
“I stopped at Glendambo for petrol, with chooks and my
cat Blackie on board. Blackie squeezed through a 7cm
gap in the passenger window and ran off under the
Caltex road-house fence. I looked and called to her for
2 hours, but she wouldn't come back. I let the manager
of Caltex know what happened and asked if they could
set a cat trap for her and left my phone number.”
“I rang several times for the next few days but was told
they had not found her. I returned four days later for
another look and went to both road-houses and the Pub,
leaving my phone number again. I even hunted out the
cleaner in the accommodation to keep an eye out for
her. My son Zedd was devastated with the loss of our
pet cat. Blackie was family, being just the 3 of us.”

After two years “lost” at Glendambo Roadhouse Blackie is
reunited with her owner - Julie

“I felt so responsible for letting my son down and
wondered if Blackie would find her way back to Coober
Pedy, which would have been a rare miracle! Kind
friends told me, “she will be ok, she will return to her old
home in Coober Pedy. Hollow, but kind words.”
“About a month or so later a friend who had stopped at
Glendambo on their way down south said that the
manager told him that Blackie had been savaged by feral
cats and her body had been placed in a bin. Obviously
we were shattered, but needed to move on!”
“I returned to Coober Pedy early this year to re-settle
after finishing the renovations on my property in Port
Pirie. Then during April I was passed a surprising
message posted on a Facebook group. It read,” Did
anyone in Coober Pedy lose a black cat two years ago
in Glendambo?”
“Two English backpackers working there had found
Blackie alive and living under the road-house!! These
wonderful girls had spent considerable time putting food
under the road-house for her, had made her a bed from
discarded linen and then finally gained her trust to come
out into the open and inside their Donga!”

Thanks to Nicola Manly and Kellie Holland pictured, and
also to Heather Hayes from Pt Augusta
“The girls took it upon themselves to take her to Pt
Augusta for a vet check! I sent a photo of her and they
said it looked just like Blackie! Within minutes I knew
our girl was alive, I cried tears of joy!”
“Thanks to Blackie’s microchip, she was able to be
traced back to me. The worker who posted the message
would have otherwise kept her. Bless those girls and I
really hope they come and spend some time in Coober
Pedy with us. Thank you to those 2 girls who found
Blackie and set upon a journey to return her to her real
home! I will be forever grateful.”

Tri-Star - Government Gazettal of
Arckaringa Basin SEO and EIR
Tri-Star welcomes the decision by the South
Australian Government Minister for Energy and
Mines to approve our Statement of Environmental
Objectives and Environmental Impact Report to
conduct fracture stimulation activities within
Petroleum Exploration Licenses 122 and 123 in the
Arckaringa Basin.
Today’s Gazettal of Tri-Star ’s Statement of
Environmental Objectives (SEO) and Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) allows us to progress our proposed
activities under the provisions of the Petroleum and
Geothermal Energy Act 2000 (PGE Act 2000).
Tri-Star’s SEO and EIR underwent an extended process
of public consultation under the PGE Act 2000 which
traversed a period of caretaker mode during the South
Australian State Election in 2018 and a change of
government.
During this time, we undertook extensive consultation
with stakeholders including the Arabana People,
pastoralists, Non-Government Organisations and
government agencies in relation to our SEO and EIR.
Tri-Star responded to matters raised in 35 public
submissions, received as part of the public consultation
process, and worked diligently to refine and resubmit
our draft SEO and EIR to the Department of Energy
and Mines (DEM) for further assessment.
Tri-Star has a long history of oil and gas exploration in

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Australia, and a proven track record of operating safely
for 30 years of which we are very proud.
We are also a responsible custodian of the environment,
with an enviable track record of exceptional
environmental performance.
The CSG fields which Tri-Star discovered and developed
at Durham Ranch, Spring Gully and Fairview are not
only the best in Australia, but some of the best in the
world.
Tri-Star will have control measures in place to mitigate
any potential risks, and our exploration and fracture
stimulation activities will be undertaken in accordance
with all regulatory requirements and the legislative
standards of the South Australian Government.
Tri-Star submitted its draft EIR and SEO for fracture
stimulation activities within PELs 122 and 123 in
November 2017.
Tri-Star Petroleum proposes, and is now approved, to
undertake exploration within the Arckaringa Basin, which
could involve a number of wells over the next few years,
to test the prospectivity of the basin.
Through these activities, Tri-Star hopes to discover oil
and gas that could form a commercial reserve.
The company holds seven exploration licences and two
applications for an exploration licence in the Arckaringa
Basin, covering approximately 57,500 square kilometres.
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Opinions/Questions/Comments/Letters to the Editor

IS SUEING RATEPAYERS WITH THEIR
OWN MONEY AND CONCEALING
INCONVENIENT TRUTHS,
DEMOCRATIC or ETHICAL?
To the Editor,
After attending a recent meeting at the Italian Club
hosted by the DCCP, I felt concerned that our
Council is indulging in what may turn out to be
dubiously motivated litigation against ratepayers.
Cr. Geo. Naumovic is an intelligent individual who is
highly motivated to expose local government
"maladministration" on behalf of his community, at the
request of the community.
The DCCP may be theoretically entitled to sue George
Naumovic (source: Town Meeting; Italian Club;
Tuesday; 23.04.19) but in light of the utterances at that
meeting, this litigation could be seen as a self defence
mechanism, that I query is being funded from
unbudgetted ratepayers funds (?)
Many in the town are abhored to discover that ratepayers
funds are possibly being used to fund what may be white
collar activity possibly gone wrong when time, and every
cent is of the essence (?)
And why can an
administration choose to do this? Is it because they are
in charge of our money and are free to do as they
please? Isn’t that abuse of power?
Try to eradicate Naumovic & you potentially alienate a
powerful and effective voice much needed by the
community, as the demi-gods of our long, totalitarian
history begin to topple. Is Naumovic to become another
casualty of our failing democracy not unlike martyrs
Julian Assange (Wikileaks) and Richard Boyle (ATO)?
The DCCP should practice what it preaches. Talk of a
new democracy at Coober Pedy appears hollow. Why
not throw open the public records in question for all to
see?
Why not apply the same microscope to your own part in
the 'incident' that whether right or wrong, you are seeking
to conceal, instead of applying harsh and defensive
measures to a democratically elected council member,
who is simply seeking transparancy and justice for all
ratepayers?
Who is feeling offended and defensive on behalf of the
innocent ratepayers apparently paying for this latest
bureaucratic bungle at the DCCP eg. the new combined
council/mayor?
I implore the DCCP to redouble its efforts & address
these 'not unreasonable' grievances on behalf of all
ratepayers. After all if it weren't for the ratepayers of
Coober Pedy, the plethora of bureaucrats and others
currently drawing healthy salaries from our meagre
annual funds, wouldn't have jobs.

In the 2014 DCCP elections Naumovic would have
easily won a seat, had the voting system been 'first
past the post'.
In the 2018 DCCP elections he secured more first
preferences than any other councillor nominee;
considering it was the election that nobody wanted.
Thus, Naumovic is one of the most popular,
democratically elected councillors we have had thus
far; elected on a promise to expose past
maladministration; root out the truth; & hold the DCCP
to account. And let's face it; unless we deal with the
sins of its past, we cannot move forward; because
history will simply repeat itself.
Naumovic’s 2013/14 contribution towards negating antisocial behaviour in the main street, by way of: 1) alcohol
restrictions, & 2) aborting the ALP's $3.4M. Transit
Accommodation Centre (TAC); was noteworthy and
some years later after taking it back to the drawing
board, this question must be asked:
Has that fierce rejection of the TAC now resulted in a
more responsible facility at Manguri, at a respectable
distance (37km) out of town? (Yet to be demonstrated.)
The new structure does not appear designed to attract
irresponsible alcohol consumption in the main street,
along with blatant truancy and risk to school children
travelling with transient drinkers - thankfully.
The DCCP - despite its best efforts - is currently
struggling to get people along to its meetings. The
Naumovic team amassed 200+ souls at the Greek Hall,
in the dead of winter, to oppose the TAC. This
attracted media attention Australia wide.
Naumovic disparagers possibly forget that this
referendum/meeting of electors put a halt to the DCCPs
delusions of an aboriginal industry in the heart of Coober
Pedy. A meeting that cost ratepayers over $10k and
could have been avoided. The cost to taxpayers of
that bureaucratic bungle was never divulged to us.
In my opinion these and other costs could be avoided
with better transparancy and genuine community
consultation from our bureaucrats and elected reps.
In the meantime ratepayers believe their town is being
plundered and urge the current administration to stymie
the bleeding and root out any cronyism and other
extravagances as soon as possible before a general
rate rise is locked in. Innocent mum and dads, along
with the aged pensioners of this town cannot afford
and do not deserve to pay for this wastage.
Ratepayer ... BC Trueman.

INDEMNITY: Opinions and letters published in The Coober Pedy Regional Times are not necessarily the
views of the Editor, or Publisher. Right of reply is always available
Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full responsibility for the contents of
advertisements and other signed material and agree to indemnify the publishers against any claim or proceedings
out of the publication of such advertisements or material.
Provision of material or copy for publication in the Coober Pedy Regional Times
Newspaper constitutes acceptance by advertisers, advertising agencies and other
contributors of this condition.
Thursday 9 May 2019
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CORPORATE
GOVERNANCE
Dear Editor,
While I am flattered that Mr. Jackson would
take my view into consideration, I think it more important
that he take the Law that underpins, guides, and informs
Corporate Governance into account. To that end I offer this
excerpt.
“The term “corporate governance” is a framework which
can be applied to a variety of enterprise types, also a
framework of rules and procedures by which the decisions
in an enterprise are made and how the controllers are held
accountable for them.
Corporate governance is therefore a broad umbrella concept,
extending to all relationships between its stakeholders its
suppliers its customers and its employees.
These responsibilities are defined in their contracts and
codified in legislation, including the Corporations Act 2001
(Cth) (Act) and assessed with regard to the expectations of
the stakeholders.
A Corporate Governance Framework is made up of two
elements, each with many sub parts.
General Corporate Governance obligations refer to the
tapestry of legislation and case law reflected largely in the
Act.
Operational Governance refers to its compliance with a
range of statutory obligations.
These fall into two categories:
Compliance with a range of industry specific legislation:
Compliance with general statutes that impose obligations on
all Enterprises.
According to the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission (ASIC), the OECD principles of corporate
governance (Principles) have been adopted in Australia as
the benchmark for achieving good Corporate Governance.
The Principles cover six areas, as follows:
Ensuring the basis for an effective corporate governance
framework:
The rights of shareholder and key ownership functions:
The equitable treatment of shareholders:
The role of stakeholders:
Disclosure and transparency:
Responsibilities of the board.
All Enterprises are different, however most Enterprises will
have staff, collect personal information on customers, develop
some sort of intellectual property and have a website.
Subsequently, the Enterprise will have compliance obligations
imposed from the following Acts and their subordinate
regulations:
Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth):
Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth):
Privacy Act 1988 (Cth):
Superannuation Guarantee (Administration) Act 1992 (Cth);
Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Cth);
(Note that this list is for the purposes of illustration only, and
is by no means complete)
Complying with the Operational Governance requirements
is a modern day necessity for all Enterprises.
Good Corporate Governance is not a panacea to profitability,
but bad Corporate Governance will almost certainly result in
diminished Enterprise value.
This article contains general commentary only.
You should not rely on the commentary as legal advice.
Specific legal advice should be obtained to ascertain how
the law applies to your particular circumstances”.
Malcolm Burrows B.Bus..MBA..LL.B LL.M.. MQLS
Yours Sincerely, G. Pavlidis
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POLITICS IN THE PUB AT COOBER PEDY
Politics in the Pub kicked off at 7.30 on Thursday
night at the Opal Inn Meeting Room with travelling
politicians Andrea Broadfoot the Centre Alliance
Candidate for Grey, Senator Rex Patrick and about a
dozen community members and a contingency from
Bute in SA.

By Margaret Mackay

Andrea Broadfoot introduced herself to the meeting
explaining that Centre Alliance is the former Nick
Xenophon team, and that she had run in the 2016 election
and managed to get within 1800 votes of winning the
seat. At this Federal election the Centre Alliance is hoping
to win the balance of power in the Senate.
The Centre Alliance is working on a range of issue,
including GFG in Whyalla where businesses aren’t being
paid as well as they should, and also working on protecting
the Great Australian Bight.
Rex Patrick introduced himself as a Senator for South
Australia having taken over from Nick Xenophon in
November 2017. Senator Patrick made the point that the
tour was to visit towns in the region hearing what mattered
to people, particularly Federal issues.
The Bute contingency expressed concerns that the nuclear
waste issue at Hawker and Kimba had split the
communities down the centre.
Senator Patrick said that he initiated the inquiry into
radioactive waste management.
There were larger
discussions about the location of a nuclear waste repository
and it seemed unclear why Woomera wasn’t the first
choice due to having an existing repository.
[ Ten thousand barrels of radioactive waste stored at
Woomera in South Australia's far north have no significant
levels of radiation, according to the latest assessment from
Australia's leading scientific research agency. ]
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-01/woomeranuclear-waste-barrels-not-contaminated-study-finds/
9994028
The need for a secure Dog Fence was discussed and
Senator Patrick acknowledge the presence of wild dogs
at some distance south of the fence.
The State Government and the South Australian Dog Fence
Board commissioned BDO EconSearch to undertake a
cost benefit analysis for the upgrade of the Dog Fence in
South Australia. The report was released on 21 December
2018, and can be found here: https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/
biosecurity/weeds_and_pest_animals/
animal_pests_in_south_australia/established_pest_animals/
w i l d _ d o g s / d o g _ f e n c e /
economic_analysis_of_the_south_australian_dog_fence
Vince Malugani raised the issue of expensive water at
Coober Pedy saying it is about 5 or 6 times more expensive
than Adelaide. Vince also spoke about concerns that
Australia’s communications are being run from overseas;
and generally, the lack of personal service from large
corporations.
Administrator Tim Jackson commented that council was
currently looking at the management of the water asset
via options in the newly developed Long Term Financial
Plan, just released this week.
http://cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=333
Local resident Trevor Gotte queried the qualifications of
the current water management team, and in particular the
“water engineer” stating that there were growing concerns
in the community.
Andrea reiterated their interest in issues from a Federal
perspective, such as medical, doctors, hospital. As a
remote town, Coober Pedy relies on one permanent doctor,
now close to retirement, and FIFO locums who take the
bulk of the work. Injuries coming in via road accidents
etc are flown out using RFDS. Population numbers seem
to determine the level of funding for health services.
CU River was discussed at some length, but mainly around
issues related to the Woomera Prohibited Area. These
issues are being worked through by Government
departments and with the company. CU River is still
building momentum as a new player in South Australia.
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Some of the attendees at the “Politics at the Pub” on Thursday night. L-R: Trevor Gotte,
Tim Jackson (DCCP Administrator); Andrea Broadfoot (Centre Alliance Candidate for Grey);
Senator Rex Patrick (Centre Alliance); Edi Brandli
Manager of Opal Inn Tony Pallotta pointed out that so
many people in town were reliant on or counting on the
CU River development ramping up, but is sensing that it’s
a long way away.

New funding to attract
migrants to regional
Australia

“From a hotelier’s point of view tourism is a big thing but
we can’t find staff and would love to hire local people.”

The Government will provide $19.4 million in funding
over the next four years to support regional areas to
attract skilled migrants. (announced in February)

Senator Patrick said that he was very much in favour of
skilled migration and it was being pushed in Canberra and
at a state level as well.

Regional employers and skilled migrants wanting to live
and work in regional areas will be given access to priority
processing on visa applications.

Andrea pointed out that RDA Far North cover this area of
training but she said that those programs to assist job
seekers get back up to speed don’t have the funding any
more and have been closed.

Department of Home Affairs officials will also be deployed
to regional communities to work directly with employers
and communities experiencing critical skills shortages.

Mr. Pallotta raised issues of red tape with immigration.
Senator Patrick offered to assist via his office if problems
arose with immigration.

Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural
Affairs David Coleman said these initiatives will support
regional employers to get the skilled workers they need to
grow and develop their businesses.

Edi Brandli queried the amount of locals that appeared to
be on Centrelink benefits and suggested that this time of
year with a busy tourist season, it possibly should not be
the case. Many were out mining and potentially finding
opal as well.

“Our skilled visa programs are about supporting Australian
businesses and creating opportunities for more
Australians,” Mr Coleman said.

He said some places in the world after 6 months on
benefits became eligible to provide community services.

“There are a number of regions outside Sydney, Melbourne
and South East Queensland who are calling out for skilled
migrants. These regional initiatives will help these
communities and local business attract migrants where
they are needed most.”

Administrator Tim Jackson contributed saying that
Council has a Community Development program beginning
on Monday, having already hired a supervisor and their
focus will be the community orchard.

Where Australian workers are not available, visa settings
can be tailored to suit the needs of specific regions through
tools such as Designated Area Migration Agreements
(DAMAs).

Discussion then moved to possible economic benefits of
the Federally funded Manguri Centre announced recently
to be built 37 kilometres from Coober Pedy on Mount
Clarence Station. However, there is still not enough
information available to determine if and what any such
benefits may be.

“Training and skilling Australians is one of our top
priorities, but there is a need for additional workers to
supplement the workforce, particularly in regional areas,”
Mr Coleman said.

The meeting concluded with the Centre Alliance team
heading off to Ceduna the next day via Kingoonya. A
massive trip but according to Senator Rex and Andrea
Broadfoot they wanted to get a strong feel of the region
and meet as many people as possible before the election.
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“DAMAs provide flexibility for regional employers to
sponsor migrant workers, as well as incentives to migrants
to live and work in regional areas, including by creating a
pathway to permanent residence.
“There are economic gaps in regional areas which
immigration can help to fill, and that is exactly what we
are doing through these new or expanded measures.”

Thursday 9 May 2019

FEDERAL ELECTION

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT?
Green ballot paper –
Number every box in the
order of your choice
LY
ON

CI

I

House of Representatives
Ballot Paper

OFF

FEDERAL ELECTION,
SATURDAY 18 MAY 2019

AL USE

Electoral Division of Division Name

It’s important that you understand how
to vote correctly.

Number the boxes from 1 to 8 in
the order of your choice

2

SURNAME, Given Names

3

SURNAME, Given Names

7

SURNAME, Given Names

• a large white one for the Senate

4

SURNAME, Given Names

On the green ballot paper you are voting for a representative
of your local area or electorate in the House of Representatives.

1

SURNAME, Given Names

5

SURNAME, Given Names

6

SURNAME, Given Names

8

SURNAME, Given Names

On election day, you’ll receive two ballot papers:
• a green one for the House of Representatives

On the white ballot paper you are voting for representatives
of your state or territory in the Senate.

INDEPENDENT

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

M

P

L

E

Don’t worry if you make a mistake.
Just ask for another ballot paper and start again.
S

A

Remember... number every box to make your vote count

Sample ballot paper

White ballot paper – you can choose to vote either above or below the line

B

C

D

E

F

3

6

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

ON

I

CI

A

LY

OFF

Senate Ballot Paper

Vote above the line
Number at least 6 boxes
for parties or groups,
in the order of your choice.

You may
vote in one of
two ways
Either

Above the line
By numbering at least 6
of these boxes in the order
of your choice (with number
1 as your first choice).

Or

5

2

1

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

EITHER

AL USE

G

4

PARTY

UNGROUPED

Below the line
By numbering at least 12
of these boxes in the order
of your choice (with number
1 as your first choice).

SURNAME
Given Names
PARTY

1

SURNAME
Given Names
PARTY

SURNAME
Given Names
PARTY

8

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

5

SURNAME
Given Names

3

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

2

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

PARTY

PARTY

SURNAME
Given Names
PARTY

PARTY

6

PARTY

PARTY

SURNAME
Given Names
PARTY

PARTY

12

PARTY

SURNAME
Given Names

10

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

9

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names

PARTY

PARTY

PARTY

11

PARTY

PARTY

4

SURNAME
Given Names

SURNAME
Given Names
INDEPENDENT

7

OR

SURNAME
Given Names
INDEPENDENT

Vote below the line
Number at least 12 boxes
for individual candidates,
in the order of your choice.

SURNAME
Given Names

S

A

M

P

L

E

PARTY

Sample ballot paper

Your vote will help shape Australia. Practise voting at www.aec.gov.au

To learn more

www.aec.gov.au 13 23 26

Authorised by the Electoral Commissioner, Canberra.
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

A CASUAL CLEANER wanted in
ROXBY DOWNS

COMMUNITY RUN
TOWN MEETING
GREEK HALL

CleanKings Cleaning Servces is looking
for a contract cleaner to work a few hours
early morning.
• Must be available all seven days.
• Hospitality industry cleaning experience
preferred.
• Attractive package offered.
If interested call 0406 537 570 or e-mail:
info@cleankings.com.au

St Nicholas Street
Coober Pedy
CONFIRMED DATE IS

A 3.5 MAGNITUDE
EARTHQUAKE WAS FELT
AT OODNADATTA (STONY
PLAINS) AT 8KM DEPTH
2-5-2019 AT 1.28PM

Sunday 12 May at 2pm
Host: Angelo Gountounas

The official Australian Government data
paints a very different picture. The facts
and their sources follow…
84% of Australians drink within
recommended guidelines. That’s no more
than two standard drinks per day.
Significantly fewer people in Australia drink
alcohol in quantities that exceed lifetime
risk – down to 16% in 2017-18 from 21%
in 2004. (Australian Bureau of Statistics,
National Health Survey: First Results 201718, December 2018).

Tabetha is trading at BULLS CORNER

IS

Astonishing claims
based on a survey of
1800 people, that
Australia’s drinking
culture is out of control

Geoscience Australia recorded two earthquakes in South Australia on 2-5-2019

TH

Issues to discuss include
• The town debt
• Potential 47%+
General Rate increase
• Reduction to services
All welcome

Friday 10th May from 9am
Sunday 12th from 1pm
Monday 13th from 9am

BOOK NOW:

0429 331 663
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The Oodnadatta earthquake was felt for a
38km radius
Did you feel the Earth move? You can fill
in a felt report here: https://
earthquakes.ga.gov.au/

POISONOUS SAUSAGES
TARGETING FERAL CATS:
HOW DOES CURIOSITY®WORK? IS IT
HUMANE?

The AIHW table below details the decline in teen drinking patterns
over 2004 to 2016…

Curiosity® feral cat bait has three elements:
an attractant, an active compound and a
delivery method. The attractant is a small
meat-based sausage which research shows
is attractive to cats.

The Curiosity® bait puts feral cats to sleep
before they die. When consumed by a feral cat, oxygen in the blood is reduced and
the feral cat becomes lethargic and loses
consciousness before death.

The active compound used is PAPP (paraamino propiophenone).
The delivery method of the compound is a
small, hard pellet which is implanted in the
bait. Importantly, this design is highly targeted: feral cats eat large chunks at a time
and swallow the pellet as they eat the bait,
whereas small native mammals nibble their
food and reject the pellet, so are not affected.

The ABS also reports that Australians
today are drinking less alcohol than at any
point in the last 55 years. (Australian
Bureau of Statistics, Apparent Consumption
of Alcohol 2016-17, September 2018). In
fact, we’re drinking around 30% less
alcohol today compared to the 1970s.

82% of teens do not drink any alcohol
at all. (Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare, National Drug Strategy Household
Survey 2016, September 2017). This is the
highest abstinence rate on record and a
dramatic improvement of the 54% in 2004.
In fact, teens are putting off trying a drink
later than ever and, if they do try it, they
are drinking less than ever.

At 1.18pm there was a magnitude 3.5
earthquake in Stony Plains SA
(Oodnadatta), and at 4.25pm there was a
magnitude 3.3 earthquake in Crystal Brook
SA.

Tabetha stocks Australian made Uppercut
Deluxe hair products .
All styling tubs $20 with a full haircut.....saving
$8 off recommended retail price

By definition, that puts binge drinking at
16%. Still too high but clearly tracking
downwards, showing today’s claims of
high and increasing rates to be way off the
mark.

Around 40% of Australians consume
alcohol weekly. Just 6% drink daily – down
from 9% in 2007. (Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, National Drug Strategy
Household Survey 2016, September 2017).

POSITION VACANT

No-one is saying there aren’t issues with alcohol. There are and more needs to be done
to tackle the array of social and cultural drivers leading some people to drink at excessive levels.
But the over-hyped and alarmist claims bandied around today simply do not stack up to
scrutiny. They are a far cry from reality. They also do Australians, who have clearly
heeded the responsible consumption message, no favours in misrepresenting them.
Brett Heffernan
Chief Executive Officer
Brewers Association

Coober Pedy Regional Times

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority is currently assessing
Curiosity® feral cat bait for widespread
use. Regulations placed on Curiosity® feral cat bait from the APVMA will ensure
that it is used safely and in the most humane, effective and justifiable way.
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/
files/resources/bb591b82-1699-46608e75-6f5612b21d5f/files/factsheet-tackling-feral-cats-and-their-impactsfaqs.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0JRAyFo1JnDk6pfFC o 1 w j R a _ _ W p s 3 G V V3CUlmLXDLS2dGqHi3DISvyc
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Libs pledge $25 million for ageing SA Dog Fence
South Australia’s 100-year-old Dog Fence will
receive a $25 million upgrade under a re-elected
Morrison Coalition Government with joint funding
from the South Australian Government and
industry.
The $25 million will be made up of $10 million of
Commonwealth funding if the Coalition is re-elected with
a matching contribution from the Marshall Liberal
Government and $5 million from industry.
Federal Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey and South
Australian Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development Tim Whetstone made the election
commitment today to replace 1,600 kilometres of the
ageing 2,150 kilometre-long South Australian Dog Fence.
Mr Ramsey said the Morrison Government’s commitment
to renewing the fence was an absolute game changer for
the state’s livestock industries.
“Investing in the Dog Fence is a multi-generational
investment in our livestock industry,” said Mr Ramsey.
“The current fence is 100 years old and in desperate need
of renewal and an upgrade will serve the industry well
into the future.”
“The election last year of the Marshall Government has
provided a new era of co-operation between the Federal
and State Governments.”

A section of the Dog Fence at Coober Pedy

SHEEP NUMBERS BY
REGION WITHIN THE SOUTH
AUSTRALIAN DOG FENCE
(2018)

“At last we have a government in South Australia as keen
on investing in the regions as we are.”
“Wild dogs have been tearing thousands of sheep to pieces
in the areas to the south of the leaking fence.”
“Increasingly the dogs are finding their way further and
further south. Now is the time to act and I am pleased we
are stepping up to do that job.”

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF THE
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DOG
FENCE
A Report to the SA Dog Fence
Board
& Primary Industries and
Regions SA
21 December 2018
Prepared by
BDO EconSearch

“Federally we will front-load the investment by making
$1 million available now and the balance will be one of the
first projects delivered from the $3.6bn Drought Future
Fund, which kicks in on 1 July.”
“The fund will provide $100 million a year to assist
Australian farmers to prepare and deal with drought. This
investment is just the first example of the benefits of this
new fund.”
Mr Ramsey said he would also like to thank Federal
Agriculture Minister David Littleproud for his strong
support.
“Last October I invited the Minister to a meeting in
Jamestown with a group of affected South Australian
producers from across several areas of the state and he
was quick to grasp the enormity of the problem and has
been very supportive in my quest to get things moving on
the renewal of the fence,” said Mr Ramsey.
Minister Whetstone said the South Australian Government
is committed to partnering with the Morrison Government
and industry to renew the state’s Dog Fence.
“The Marshall Liberal Government will provide $10 million
towards the required works if $10 million of
Commonwealth funding and $5 million of industry sector
funding is secured,” said Minister Whetstone.
“The South Australian Government looks forward to
working with both the Morrison Government and industry
to finalise arrangements to renew this very important asset.
“It is the longest continuous fence in the world, and a
crucial part of supporting and protecting the South
Australian sheep industry.”
“South Australia’s component of the 5,400 kilometre Dog
Fence is approximately 2,150 kilometres, with
approximately 1,600km being more than 100 years of
age.”
“The $25 million announcement to replace 1,600
kilometres of ageing fencing will ensure its continued
effectiveness and support pastoralists from the ongoing
threat of wild dogs.”

Right: Emus on the southern side of the Dog Fence
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ANZAC DAY COOBER PEDY 2019

ANZAC Day supporters at the Rotunda in front of the Underground Catholic Church listen to the service
Right: Laying of the wreaths

Flagbearer lower their flags in respect

ANZAC Day March from the RSL to the Cenotaph

New State Government
committee to advise on
Aboriginal housing in
South Australia
The State Government is today announcing a new committee which will
advise the South Australian Housing
Trust Board on improving housing
outcomes for Aboriginal people.
Minister for Human Services Michelle
Lensink said the committee will advise the
Board on a range of housing challenges and
help shape outcomes for Aboriginal
communities across the state.
“This committee will help us achieve a
variety of outcomes including increasing
the SA Housing Authority’s capacity to
recruit and retain Aboriginal staff, as well
as help shape the State Government’s new
Housing and Homelessness Strategy,” said
Minister Lensink.
“The committee will also advise the Board
on the development of an Aboriginal
Housing Strategy for South Australia, due
by the end of the year.”
“We want to ensure we continue to meet
the needs of Aboriginal South Australians
and there is no doubt the board will benefit
hugely from this specialist guidance and
insight when they consider new housing
policy and services.

Thursday 9 May 2019

“The members of this new committee will
bring together a broad range of expertise
and experience to inform the Board’s
strategic priorities and will assist in direct
engagement with Aboriginal communities.
The appointed members represent both
government and non-government sectors.
“I look forward to working with our new
Aboriginal advisory committee as we work
together to improve housing outcomes for
Aboriginal people in South Australia – that
is our aim,” said Minister Lensink.
The committee members are:
• Shona Reid (Chairperson), South
Australian Housing Trust Board member
• Dr Roger Thomas, Commissioner for
Aboriginal Engagement
• Ms April Lawrie, Commissioner for
Aboriginal Children and Young People
• Ms Olive Bennell, Anglicare
• Ms Deb Moyle, Red Cross • Ms Eunice
Aston, business owner
• Mr Klynton Wanganeen, CEO Narungga
Nation Aboriginal Corporation
• Mr Wayne Miller, CEO Ceduna Aboriginal
Corporation
• Mr Zibeon Fielding, Nganampa Health
• Mr Kyran Dixon, Ernst & Young

Progress in tackling
discrimination and
harassment in SAPOL
Steps taken by South Australia Police to
address sex discrimination and sexual
harassment within their organisation have
been highlighted in the latest report by the
Equal Opportunity Commission released
today.
Equal Opportunity Commissioner Niki
Vincent said the report – the third of four
to be prepared by the Commission –
focussed on the agency’s capacity and
willingness to support cultural change.
“Importantly, the vast majority of the 110
supervisors and managers surveyed for this
report indicated they viewed changes
brought in by Project Equitas – the group
designed to spearhead reforms – in a
positive light,” she said.
“This indicates that people in senior
positions within SA Police both
acknowledge the need for change and are
supportive of steps being taken to promote
a more positive workplace culture.”
Dr Vincent said it was also pleasing to see
that SAPOL’s nearly year-old Diversity and
Inclusion Branch, which was established
to handle complaints and review the
agency’s diversity and inclusion training
programs, appeared to have staff who feel
competent to fulfil the Branch’s purpose
and objectives.
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“And while this is encouraging, it’s
important to note that work is still needed
in this important area,” she said.
“Our latest report has highlighted the need
for SAPOL to maintain momentum, for
example ensuring members of the
Diversity and Inclusion Branch remain
appropriately equipped to handle what are
often highly sensitive matters.
“I’d encourage SAPOL leadership to
consider how far they’ve come since the
EOC’s Independent Review was first
released - the progress that has been made
but also the areas that still need
improvement.
“This will continue to require persistence,
engagement with staff and a relentless
commitment to delivering a respectful,
more positive workplace culture.”
The fourth and final Progress Report from
the Commission – examining the changes
in practice and culture within SAPOL –
is due to be released at the end of the
year.
The third Progress Report can be found
on the EOC website at https://
e o c . s a . g o v. a u / i n i t i a t i v e s / s a p o l monitoring-project
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WEDNESDAY
CFS TRAINING Wednesday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Cpt Wayne
Borrett 0439881049 or Matt Meyers
0455682637 Training Coordinator

What’s On in COOBER PEDY
& *Visiting Services*

Mine Rescue/SES training
weekly at 8:00pm on a
Wednesday AND every 2nd
Saturday of the month training at
8:30am.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
2019
1 Jan Tue New Year's Day

FRIDAYS

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7.30 pm SHOTGUN
Darts - after SHOTGUN.
All welcome

Gates open at 6:30, Film bounces up on the big
screen at 7:00pm. Footy will also be on again
Friday night, gates open at 7:00pm

28 Jan Mon Australia Day Holiday
11 Mar Mon March Public Holiday
19 Apr Fri Good Friday

Greek Charcoal BBQ is back
every Friday at the Greek Hall
(20th Apr 2018) $15 plate Bar open
at 6pm dinner ready around 7pm.
Come enjoy a night out.

20 Apr Sat Day following Good
Friday

GREEK CLUB - Bingo
7.30 pm
Coober Pedy Scrabble
7.30pm United Club .

10 Jun Mon Queen's Birthday

All skill levels welcome

25 Dec Wed Christmas Day

22 Apr Mon Easter Monday
25 Apr Thu Anzac Day

7 Oct

24 Dec T ue Christmas Eve *

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

26 Dec Thu Proclamation Day
31 Dec Tue New Year's Eve *

SATURDAYS

SA schools term
dates 2019

MINE RESCUE/SES
Training is weekly at 8:00pm
on a Wednesday AND

Every 2nd Saturday of the
month training at 8:30am.
'Michael Beelitz' Unit
Manager '0407 724 966'
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
Pistols (Rapid Fire)
9:00 AM And 11:00AM

http://www.cooberpedydrivein.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/?tn-str=k*F

Vehicle price: Car (up to 7 people)- $20; Van/Bus (8 or more
people) - $40; Walk in price. Adult - (16+) $10; Child up to the age
of 15 - $5;
Food and beverages available in the Canteen

CROATION CLUB

SUNDAYS
GOLF
.
CATACOMB Church Service

and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
Starting Time: 10:00 AM

The 2019 Australian
federal election
date will be on

Saturday May 18

Rifle 55 Round Match 50m
include grouping bench rest
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time
COOBER PEDY RSL
Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm
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Term 1 29 Jan - 12 April
Term 2 29 April - 5 July
Term 3

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mon Labour Day

22 July - 27 Sept

Term 4

14 Oct - 13 Dec

ACCOUNTANT
Arid Areas Accounting
Audit & Tax

Richard Younger

These services include:
• Business Activity
Statements (BAS)
• Income tax returns
• Book-keeping
• Payroll Services
• Business advice
• Audit
• Forming partnerships,
trusts and companies
• Obtaining Australian
Business Number (ABN)

Mob: 0422 428 850
richard@aaaaat.com.au

Thank you for
keeping the community
informed
Coober Pedy Regional Times

We specialise in providing practical,
sound accounting, auditing & tax
services & advice to individuals,
families & businesses
Office: Business Centre, Hutchison
Street (next to Centrelink)
PO Box 711 Coober Pedy
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CURRENT GRANTS / FUNDING
2019/20 COMMUNITY
GRANTS (NRM)

ON-FARM EMERGENCY
WATER REBATE SCHEME

NEW: Veteran and
Community Grants

Following on from the success of the 2017/18 Community
Grants program, the SA Arid Lands NRM Board has
opened a second round of the grants program.

Applications are open for eligible applicants to access the
$4.75 million On-farm Emergency Water Rebate Scheme.

The Australian Government is inviting organisations
through an open, non-competitive process to apply for
grant funding under the Veteran and Community Grants
Program from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020.

Land managers, progress associations and volunteer
groups in the SA Arid Lands region are encouraged to
submit applications for grants of up to $10,000 for natural
resources management (NRM) projects.
Successful projects will be assessed against criteria that
include broad alignment with the new SA Arid Lands NRM
Board’s Regional NRM Plan 2017-2027 .
The Board welcomes applications from single groups and
properties; however collaborative, multi-partner
applications tackling landscape-scale issues will be viewed
favourably.
To find out more about the criteria for assessment and
the grants program, view the information sheet. It is
recommended you read this before completing your
application form which can be downloaded from here
Key target areas include native vegetation and native
species management and monitoring, soil conservation
and erosion control, water resource management, and pest
plant and animal control as well as initiatives that support
sustainable primary production.
Grant applications close on 27 May 2019.

The scheme has been established to provide one-off 25
per cent rebate up to $25,0000 (GST exclusive) to primary
producers in drought affected areas for the costs
associated with the purchase and installation of on-farm
water infrastructure.
The program will close on 31 March 2021, or when the
funding allocation is exhausted.
On-farm water infrastructure can include:

•
•

pipes
water storage devices such as tanks and troughs
associated with stock watering
• water pumps
•
de-silting of existing dams, where you can
demonstrate that the property does not have access to
groundwater
• the professional installation costs to install the water
infrastructure
• and more....
MAKING AN APPLICATION
Applicants should carefully consider activities against the
eligibility criteria before submitting an application.
More information on the scheme including the guidelines
and application form can be found here:
h t t p s : / / w w w. p i r. s a . g o v. a u / g r a n t s _ a n d _ a s s i s t a n c e /
drought_support/financial_assistance/onfarm_emergency_water_infrastructure_rebate_scheme?shorturl_onfarmwater-rebate#toc0

Contact Regional Development Australia Far North
on (08) 8641 1444 if you require further clarification or
assistance with your application.

Indigenous Employment
and Business
Nominations open for SA
Science Excellence
Awards
Nominations are now open for the South Australian
Science Excellence Awards to recognise the outstanding
work of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) researchers, leaders and educators
in our State.
“Now in their 15th year, the Science Excellence Awards
are a great opportunity to acknowledge publicly the
outstanding work of our state’s leading STEM
professionals, whose world-class research and innovative
approaches help us to understand and solve global
challenges.”
Nominations are now open across five categories, covering
a total of six awards.
For more information visit the 2019 SA Science Excellence
Awards website.

https://www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au/

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
Tailored Assistance Employment Grants are available
to provide funding support to connect working age
Indigenous Australians with real and sustainable jobs, as
well as assisting Indigenous school students to transition
from education into sustainable employment.
Eligibility: Applicants must meet all eligibility criteria in
Section 7 of the Indigenous Advancement Strategy Grant
Guidelines.
Instructions for Lodgement: Applications for funding
must be submitted using the online application form. The
form is available on the Department’s website.
Other Instructions: The application kit provides key
information to assist applicants to complete the application
form and should be read in conjunction with the Indigenous
Advancement Strategy Grant Guidelines.
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/employment/
jobs-projects-funding-tailored-assistance-employmentOngoing
grants

Managing Farm Risk
Program
The Managing Farm Risk Programme provides rebates
for advice and assessments to help farmers prepare and
apply for a new insurance policy that assists with the
management of drought, adverse weather and other
production and market risks.
These one-off rebates will be for half of the costs incurred
by eligible farm businesses, up to a maximum of $2500
(GST exclusive).

The objective of the program is to maintain and improve
the independence and quality of life for members of the
Australian veteran community by providing funding for
projects that sustain or enhance health and wellbeing.
Applications close at 11:00 pm AEDT on 27 February
2020.
For further information about eligibility and how to apply,
go to the Grant Round Application page.
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/veteranand-community-grants-0

Closing soon
National Landcare
Program:
Smart Farming
Partnerships Round 2

The Australian Government is inviting applications for
projects to deliver services under the National Landcare
Program - Smart Farming Partnerships Round 2.
Projects are expected to commence before the end of
2019 and be complete by 30 April 2023.
The purpose of Smart Farming Partnerships is to foster
sustainable natural resource management innovation.
Applications close at 11:00 pm AEST on 17 May 2019.
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/nationallandcare-program-smart-farming-partnerships-round-2

Drought Communities
Program
The Drought Communities Programme (DCP) is designed
to deliver benefits in targeted drought affected regions of
Australia.
The Australian Government is providing $35 million over
four years, commencing in the 2015 to 2016 financial
year, to fund local infrastructure initiatives that provide
employment for people whose work opportunities have
been impacted by drought.
Funding will be targeted at projects that stimulate local
community spending, use local resources, businesses and
suppliers, and/or provide a long-lasting benefit to
communities and the agricultural industries on which they
depend.
For further information visit:
https://www.grants.gov.au/
?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=33CC68AC-071F935D-C5EC1ECEFBE60529
Applications close 5.00pm (ACT Local Time) 30 June
2019

For further information visit:
h t t p s : / / w w w . g r a n t s . g o v . a u /
?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=2EF0534E-D36A426C-016A48020951AED4
Applications close 15 May 2019
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CURRENT GRANTS / FUNDING
The Slater and Gordon
Community Fund

Local Sporting Champions
The Local Sporting Champions (LSC) program is an
Australian Government initiative designed to provide
financial assistance for young sportsmen and women aged
12-18.

The Slater and Gordon Community Fund is a philanthropic
fund established in 2001 which offers grants to
community groups in three key areas of focus:

If successful, applicants will receive $500-$750 towards
the cost of attending their championships

•Assisting people with disease and disability and promoting
their participation and inclusion
•Addressing inequality and disadvantage
•Encouraging young people to engage in healthy activity
and lifestyles through a project or program
The fund is open to any group or organisation, so long as
their project fits the criteria and they carry a DGR
status.
https://www.slatergordon.com.au/firm/community/
our-community-fund
Applications are ongoing

Boots for All Equipment
Grant
Boots for All’s vision is to have an active and socially
inclusive Australia through sport. The organisation exists
to break down barriers to sport participation and strengthen
communities by collecting and distributing quality, new
and near-new sports equipment to vulnerable Australians
and by providing volunteering and training,
opportunities via the Sports for All social enterprise sports
store.

https://www.bootsforall.org.au/request-equipment
Applications are ongoing

•
•

Community Banking Sector
Social Investment Grants
A total grant pool of $300,000 is available in 2018 for
grants of either $25,000 or $50,000 for funding that
delivers against the theme of Building resilience and
capability in people experiencing homelessness or domestic
abuse.
Applicants must be a not-for-profit organisation.
https://www.communitysectorbanking.com.au/grants

Through Grants SA, four one-off grant programs, the
Charitable and Social Welfare Fund (Community Benefit
SA), Multicultural Grants, Volunteer Training Grants and
the Volunteer Support Fund, have been combined into a
single application process. Community organisations can
now apply once to be considered for funding across all
four streams, and will also benefit from less restrictive
guidelines and simpler reporting requirements.
Minor grants of up to $5,000 will be open all year and
assessed at the end of each month.
For further information visit www.dcsi.sa.gov.au
Minor round applications close 5pm on the last
working day of every month

Country Arts SA — Quick
Response Grant

The PRP provides funding for planning and research
initiatives that contribute to the delivery of facilities,
programs and services that grow participation in active
recreation and sport. Eligible applicants are able to apply
for up to $100,000 per application.

Individual—up to $1,500 which provides support for
professional development opportunities for individual artist
and arts workers in regional South Australia

Planning Projects

Funding is available for evidence based research projects
that supports policies, practices, and/or grows the
knowledge base for active recreation and sport
http://ors.sa.gov.au/funding/apply_for_funding/
planning_and_research_program

Applications are open year round allowing
applicants to submit Expression of Interest (EOI)
for a project at any time.

Holden Vouchers
Clubs can apply for eBook vouchers that can be sold for
$5 each with 100% of the proceeds going straight to your
club. You club can apply for the vouchers free of charge,
as well as support material to assist in selling the tickets.
The eBook voucher entitles the purchaser to download a
‘Great Getaways’ eBook, full of amazing driving escapes
across Australia and go in the draw for a new Holden.
For further information visit: (copy and paste)
https://www.holden.com.au/discover-holden/homeground-advantage/voucher-information

Industry Development –
Pocket Grants
Industry Development Pocket Grants provides funding
to South Australian music businesses to assist with oneoff expenses that arise at short notice. These include
travel, conference or legal fees for short-notice
opportunities.
Arts South Australia accepts applications until they use
up the annual funding portion.
For further information and guidelines visit:
www.arts.sa.gov.au/grant/pocket-grants
Applications are ongoing
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If successful, applicants will receive $500-$750 towards
the cost of attending their championships. Applications
are ongoing

Regional artists can access professional arts development
and training opportunities, or organisations/communities
with small project opportunities that arise at short notice.

Research Projects

A new grants program, Grants SA, will provide $3 million
in grants to improve community participation, wellbeing
and quality of life for South Australians.

For further information visit: https://www.ausport.gov.au/
ais/grants_and_funding/local_sporting_champions

Planning and Research
Program (PRP)

Funding is available for strategic, evidence based planning
initiatives that inform future active recreation and sport
needs for communities.

Grants SA

Base Grant: $500
Applicants travelling 800km - 2000km to their
nominated championships: + $100
• Applicants travelling internationally or greater than
2000km to their nominated championships: + $200
• Applicants residing in a rural electorate: + $50

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Community—up to $3,000 which provides support for
small-scale arts development initiatives for community
groups and organisations in regional South Australia.
For further information visit:
www.countryarts.org.au/funding
Applications are accepted at anytime during the year
(Closed for a period over Christmas)

Clubs SA/IGC Sponsorship
Assistance Program
There are streams of funding available through Clubs SA
for the not-for-profit sector, including clubs.
Before applying for any stream of funding it is advised
that you contact Clubs SA for further details and assistance
on the application process.
There is no set dollar value to the program, applications
for sponsorship are considered by the board on case by
case basis.
For further information visit:
www.clubssa.com.au/about/funding
Applications are accepted at any time during the year

$50 Sport Vouchers
Program
The program is open for parents and carers who are now
able to claim $50 sport vouchers for their children, to use
towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.
Clubs wishing to register for the program and parents or
guardians wanting to find a participating club in their area
should go to www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.

Club One (SA) Small
Sponsorships
Small Sponsorship of up to $500, although in special
circumstances can be as high as $600, is available to
community clubs and associations and are considered
every one to two months.
For further information visit: www.clubone.net.au/clubone-sponsorships.asp
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Community/Volunteer Event

Coober Pedy Shooters Club
welcomes all new Members,
Visitors and Sponsors
If you don’t have a firearm, come along & our members will assist you
with all enquiries. Minimum age for shooting at the club is 10 yrs
(Rifles and Air Pistol) & 14 yrs (Pistols).
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