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OPAL MINERS RECOGNISED FOR
DISCOVERING ANCIENT FOSSILS
More than 100 million years ago, when Australia
was part of the supercontinent Gondwana, a vast
array of dinosaurs lived, died and left a remarkable
fossil record – some of it beneath our remote
outback opal fields.
Now a collection of ancient rock with opalised bones from
Lightning Ridge in NSW is about to ‘come to life’ in a
novel project involving scientists from around Australia
This week palaeontologist and video documentary maker,
Flinders University Associate Professor Paul Willis, will
announce plans to ‘rescue’ the rare fossil, thought to be a
substantial part of the skeleton of a small plant-eating
dinosaur.
It would have lived on a forested floodplain 100 million
years ago, along with other dinosaurs including the
recently discovered Weewarrasaurus and Fostoria, says
Associate Professor Willis, whose video production
company Palaeo Pictures will record the recovery and
analysis of the fossil found by opal miners and stored in a
box and old suitcase.
The documentary will continue with the study and
reconstruction of the animal at the Flinders University
Palaeontology Lab in South Australia before the stunning
discovery is returned to its ‘burial ground’ in NSW, in the
new $20 million-plus Australian Opal Centre at Lightning
Ridge.
A team of leading Australian palaeontologists, from Flinders
University, the University of New England in Armidale
and the Australian Opal Centre, will conduct the preparation
and study of this specimen.
The research will use CT scans for an initial examination
of the sandstone-encased bones to see what is there,
before the rock is removed. Then the bones will be put
back together and studied.
While still encased in sandstone, the fossilised remains
are most likely to be from a small ornithopod dinosaur, a
plant-eater that often walked on its hind legs.
“Only in Australia can you get dinosaur fossils that are
also solid opals,” Associate Professor Willis says. “We
can't tell yet how much of the skeleton we have or what
species of dinosaur it belongs to. It could well be new to
science and it’s certainly a beautiful specimen.

Plant eating dinosaurs nibble at a bunya cone
The Australian Opal Centre is building the world's greatest
public collection of Australian opal, rare opalised fossils,
opal-related geological samples and opal from around the
world.
The collection also includes photographs and documents,
artworks, opal mining and cutting machinery and other
relics of life on Australia’s outback opal fields; and
historical items such as a scientific instrument used at
Australia’s CSIRO in the 1960s and 1970s to reveal the
secrets of precious opal’s microstructure.
The Australian Opal Centre has assembled the world’s
premier public collection of opalised fossils from the Age
of Dinosaurs, acquired one of the world’s most complete
collections of opal-related publications and become a key
provider of opal-related knowledge services.

Members of the public are invited to support the study
and the documentary by visiting the Palaeo Pictures
website and logging on to a GoFundMe campaign. Every
dollar counts and supporters will be acknowledged in the
documentary credits.
“Palaeo Pictures will be making a video documentary about
the whole process so that everyone can see what’s
involved in bringing a dinosaur back to life and the wonders
of Australia’s unique opalised fossils,” Associate Professor
Willis says.
At the conclusion of the study, Palaeo Pictures will donate
the dinosaur fossils to the world-leading collection of
opalised fossils at the Australian Opal Centre where they
will be displayed in a new building due to open in late 2021.

“These are rare pieces of Australia’s natural heritage and
it is our honour to play a part in helping to protect this
opalised dinosaur for the benefit of future generations of
Australians.”
Jenni Brammall, the Special Projects Officer at the
Australian Opal Centre, a public museum at Lightning
Ridge, says it’s an exciting collaboration to save this
exciting new group of opalised dinosaur fossils.
“Opal miners in Australia unearth incredible plant and
animal fossils, and the vast majority of the world’s opalised
dinosaur fossils are discovered in the mines around
Lightning Ridge,” she says.
“The opalised fossils belong to the opal miners who find
them but, because they are recognised as a valuable part
of Australia’s natural and cultural heritage, the fossils
are protected by law against being exported without a
permit.

“Opal miners need to recover the costs of finding and
excavating these fossils; few can afford to simply give them
away. So it’s thanks to Palaeo Pictures and the Australian
Opal Centre this project is getting under way.”

At the AOC, Australia will finally have a fitting treasury for its spectacular National Gemstone and a place
to celebrate the distinctive heritage and social history of Australia's opal mining towns - including the
lives and achievements of their Aboriginal people, the remarkable multiculturalism of these areas, and
the lives of the opal miners and their families.
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Coober Pedy THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD is an
underground town built on the back of opal mining
TOM’S UNDERGROUND
working mine, & THE OLD
TIMER’S MINE at Crowder’s
Gully
While in town take an OPAL
FIELDS tour - you’ll believe
you’re on Mars.
Be sure to visit THE
UNDERGROUND CHURCHES
AMAZING
UNDERGROUND HOMES (at
least 1500 people living
underground)
Take a tour to the natural
landscapes outside the town (see film
locations like Mad Max: Beyond
Thunderdome and Red Planet)
including the PAINTED DESERT,
the colourful BREAKAWAYS and
the MOON PLAIN
Join the MAIL RUN out of
Coober Pedy to deliver outback mail!
Take a leisurely flight over the
spectacular LAKE EYRE
During Easter a
TRADE SHOW is held

GEM

Opal miners Miroslav and Boris Markovic drilling
for Opal at Coober Pedy

DISCLAIMER: Opinions and letters published in The Coober Pedy Regional Times are not necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher. The
Coober Pedy Regional Times reserves the right to edit or omit copy, in accordance with newspaper policies. Letters to the Editor must be attributed with
a name, address and contact phone number - names and town of origin will be printed, or may be withheld at the Editor’s discretion. Material is
published with the agreement that the contributor takes full responsibility for their submission. During the course of any election campaign, letters to the
editor dealing with election issues must contain the author’s name and street address (not PO Box) for publication. Right of reply is always available.
INDEMNITY: Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full responsibility for the contents of advertisements and other submitted, signed
material and agree to indemnify the publishers against any claim or proceedings out of the publication of such advertisements or material. Provision of
material or copy for publication in the Coober Pedy Regional Times Newspaper constitutes acceptance by advertisers, advertising agencies and other
contributors of this condition.
Copyright Notice: All of the content published by CPRT, including articles, photos, images, graphics, advertising, layout, printing plate content and
related material, is owned by CPRT, or by other information providers who have licensed their content for use in this publication. Additionally, the entire
content of the Coober Pedy Regional Times past and present is copyrighted as a collective work under Australian copyright laws and may not be
reproduced without written authorisation. The owner of the collective work is Margaret Mackay
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LOCAL NEWS

MAN ARRESTED FOLLOWING FATAL
STABBING AT COOBER PEDY
A man has been arrested following the death of another
man at Coober Pedy in the State's far north on Thursday
night July 4th..
Police will allege that just after 10pm on Thursday 4 July,
police and ambulance crews were called to an area on St.
Nicholas Street, following reports a man had been stabbed.
On arrival they located a 37-year-old Coober Pedy man
with critical injuries. Ambulance officers made desperate
attempts to treat the injured man but unfortunately he died
a short time later.
Police investigating the incident have arrested a 27-yearold Coober Pedy man who after being interviewed was
expected to be charged with murder.
Detectives from Adelaide attended Coober Pedy to examine
the crime scene and recovered a knife believed to be the
murder weapon.
Both men are believed to be known to each other.
The community of Coober Pedy is greatly saddened by
this tragedy and condolences are extended to the family
and friends of those involved.

Crime Scene in St. Nicholas Street Coober Pedy awaiting detectives

Crime scene extending into Italian Club Road

The Mud Hut Motel in St. Nicholas Street, opposite the crime scene

New Charter of Aged Care
Rights and Aged Care
Quality Standards
Dementia Australia welcomes the new Charter of
Aged Care Rights and Aged Care Quality Standards,
both come into effect from 1 July, as a
reinforcement of the commitment by governments
and the aged care industry to focus more strongly
on consumer choice and engagement.

“More than half of residents living in residential
aged care have a diagnosis of dementia and they
tend to have much higher care needs than
residents who do not have dementia, and
approximately 70 per cent of people with dementia
live in the community,” Ms McCabe said.

Dementia Australia CEO Maree McCabe said the “With the prevalence of dementia projected to
new Charter and Standards would benefit people increase to almost 1.1 million by 2058, it’s
living with dementia, their families and carers.
important to have national safeguards and
standards in place that protect the most vulnerable
“The Charter of Aged Care Rights states that members of our community, and ensure the
people receiving Australian Government funded rights of people living with dementia and older
aged care have the right to safe and high quality Australians are protected.”
care and services, to be treated with dignity and
respect, and to have their identity, culture, and Dementia Australia contributed to the development
diversity valued and supported,” Ms McCabe said. of the Charter and Standards in consultation with
the government and other stakeholders.
“The new Standards place consumers at the centre
of their care and focus on giving people greater “We look forward to working with all parts of
choice and flexibility, as well as making it easier the industry to ensure the Charter and Standards
for consumers, their families and carers to have a meaningful impact on the health, quality
understand regulation and what can be expected of care and life outcomes for all Australians
from a service.
impacted by dementia.”
\
“These are welcome announcements but people More information on the new Charter and
living with dementia, their families and carers tell Standards can be found at https://
us there is more to be done in interpreting the agedcare.govcms.gov.au/ensuring-quality
Standards as they relate to quality dementia care.
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Recharging South
Australia’s regions
A Regional Development Strategy is being
developed to help shape long-term decisions on
regional government investment and key regional
development support.
Have your say – find the consultation discussion
paper and community forum details at
yoursay.sa.gov.au/regional-development
Your local community forums are:
18 July – Roxby Downs
23 July – Port Pirie
24 July – Port Augusta
25 July – Whyalla
Consultation closes 26 July.
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GENERAL NEWS

STUART HIGHWAY LANDING FOR THE
ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR AIRPLANE
By Margaret Mackay

The Stuart Highway was temporarily closed on
Saturday afternoon 6-7-2019 for the RFDS to land
on the Traeger Roadstrip, near Glendambo in
South Australia’s Far North. They landed to airlift a
critically-injured patient following a motor vehicle
accident. The accident occurred on the Stuart
Highway at Mt. Eba, near the Bulgunnia turnoff.
The responding retrieval team from RFDS Port Augusta
Base then landed at Adelaide Airport with the patient,
who remained in a stable condition, and was transferred
via road ambulance to Royal Adelaide Hospital.
First-responders and outback emergency services closed
the highway for RFDS to safely land and airlift the patient
to safety. Emergency Services from Coober Pedy
included SA Police, SA Ambulance, Mine Rescue/SES
and CFS. Prominent Hill Mine, OZ Minerals ERT also
responded to support the local emergency services.
Coober Pedy Mine Rescue SES responded to the
incident at 10:15am on Saturday the 6th of July.
Michael Beelitz, Unit Manager said “It was a
wonderful team response from all agencies in town to
successfully rescue the young lady involved in the
accident.”
“Our team successfully co-ordinated the closure of the
air strip and supported the RFDS team to stabilise and
load the casualty in to the plane. It was really good to
see the Traeger Airstrip utilised and be able to support a
successful rescue,” he said.

The Royal Flying Doctor Service Aircraft landing on the Stuart Highway on Saturday for an
emergency airlift with local Emergency Services crews in attendance.
Thank you to all of our local volunteers for responding to tourist incidents and the Flying
Doctor Service for also keeping our country as safe as possible.

MUSIC
INNOVATION
FUND - NOW
OPEN FOR
SCHOOLS

NOMIN
ATE FOR A
NOMINA
WOOLWORTHS
JUNIOR LANDCARE
TEAM AWARD
Do you know a SCHOOL or GROUP who
deserves to be recognised for their
contribution to caring for our country?

The Junior Landcare Team Award
acknowledges a school, youth organisation or
young community landcare team that contributes
to raising awareness, sharing knowledge and
promoting participation of landcare amongst
young people. The award recognises Junior
Landcare teams who implement landcare
practices within the local community. Open to
The Music Innovation Fund, a Marshall Liberal young people aged 18 or under, eligible groups
Government initiative that forms part of the include primary schools, secondary schools,
newly launched Music Education Strategy, aims Scouts, Girl Guides and youth groups.
to create more opportunities for children and
young people to participate in music education. The 2019 State & Territory Landcare Awards
ecognise and celebrate Landcare champions
The first round of funding is now open, with round from rural and urban communities. Nominate
2 opening later this year and round 3 in early them today. We have made improvements to
2020.
the awards criteria to make them more
accessible to the community.
Applicants are encouraged to consider how they
can tap into local expertise and music education Nominations close for South Australia (SA) on
services within their communities.
Friday 26 July 2019
To find out more about the Music Innovation
Fund, including eligibility criteria, visit h t t p s : / / w w w. e - a w a r d . c o m . a u / 2 0 1 9 /
landcareawards/newentry/about.php
education.sa.gov.au.
More than $500,000 is being made
available for schools, preschools, and music
and creative industries and organisations
to invest in innovative practices and
programs that will increase access to quality
music education across South Australia.
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Michael Beelitz, Unit Manager of the Coober Pedy SES Rescue at
the Traeger Airstrip with the incoming Flying Doctor overhead

Coober Pedy Regional Times

Rescue Volunteers at the scene alongside the Traeger Airstrip
Thursday 11 July 2019

Opinions/Questions/Comments/Letters
Letters to the Editor

Rome continues to burn
(fiscally) and we are distracted
with bread and circuses
As an aged pensioner without access to the Internet
I am indebted to Mr George Pavlidis (GP) for
bringing to my attention, & people in like
circumstances to myself, the Auditor General’s (AG)
Report (Redacted) in the last edition of the CPRT.
Indeed, it made for fascinating reading, and one cannot
help but conclude that there is very little if any further
oversight by the Auditor General’s office, or indeed the
Attorney General’s department.
The fact that he has done this service rebounds to his
immense credit - &, conversely, the discredit of others
who arguably have a duty to do so for persons in my
circumstances; e.g.: the DCCP, the Administrator, the
suspended councillors, etc. – I contend.
I have never met George Pavlidis but like him we would
do well as a community to start taking our plight very
seriously otherwise our fate may be irreconcilably sealed
in ways highly prejudicial to the town.
I refer here to the lack of an overarching strategic plan;
Native Title; the divestment of public, or core, or essential
assets; the town’s chronic reliance upon debt: &, the
possibility of legislated or entrenched administration as
a permanent way of life – as pressing matters for
discussion by all ratepayers.

On 03.07.19 the DCCP had an exceptionally brief
meeting. Why?
Has the Administrator run out of things to say? Where
was the finance report? Aren’t finances an issue any
more?
One suspended councillor was moved to comment: “I
haven’t seen a meeting this short since the days of Steve
Baines” (former mayor)
The administrator was full of praise for paid organisers
of the opal festival. I personally would like to step up
and praise George Pavilidis for his outstanding
community service having the good grace to draw the
electorate’s attention to compelling excerpts from the
Auditor General’s report via an article in our local
community newspaper, (CPRT)
DCCP needs to stop suing ratepayers and persecuting
whistleblowers, stop hiring external consultants, stop
funding legal jamborees stop liquidating local knowledge.
Rome continues to burn (fiscally) and we are distracted
with bread and circuses.
Yours truly BC Trueman Ratepayer

OPINION: VOTE ‘NO’ TO SELLING OFF OUR
WATER AT COOBER PEDY

RESPONSE RE:

Dear Editor,
I wish to make a few comments in respect of
Brett Trueman’s letter to the editor which
appeared in the last edition of your newspaper.
There will be a number of citizen polls later in the year
on a variety of issues and we need extensive community
debate to ensure the best decisions are made. Brett’s
letter is part of that community dialogue.

Coober Pedy. There is no doubt that it is risky for a
small community like Coober Pedy to be running
essential services. Attracting and retaining staff is the
main operational risk.
Reducing the Council’s debt is not the reason for
considering their sale. As I have said on many occasions
while it is preferable to not have debt the current level
of debt is manageable.

At the outset let me make it clear that if the electricity
and water businesses are sold they will only be sold to
State Government. They will not be sold to the private
sector. They will only be sold if the State Government is
prepared to pay a reasonable sum for them.

Of course a poll on the divestment of our electricity
and water businesses will only occur if the State
Government agrees to take them over at a reasonable
price. We are waiting on an answer from the State
Government regarding this.

The primary reason for considering their sale is the
operational risk as identified by the Auditor General in
his inquiry into the operation of the District Council of

Yours Sincerely
Tim Jackson
Council Administrator

INDEMNITY: Opinions and letters published in The Coober
Pedy Regional Times are not necessarily the views of the
Editor, or Publisher.

Dear Editor
As a parent here in Coober Pedy I find that there is not
enough sport or activities for the younger generations
of this town. On the weekend of the 16th June we had
the Rugby world Cup (Yes the actual Webb Ellis Cup)
here in Coober Pedy along with some former Wallaby
players and the CEO of Rugby SA here to do a work
shop for the kids of Coober Pedy. On tour around
Australia.
I was contacted by a friend of mine who was running
this event asking for local organisations in Coober Pedy
to help run this event. I automatically thought of the
Youth Coordinator at the council. But apparently the
funding for this position has been lost or cancelled. I
was directed to AFFS so I passed on this information,
along with numerous other organisations. I don’t know
what was said but all I know is no local organisation
helped out this event, other than the school allowing it to
be held on the school grounds.
The day before this event I realised nothing had been
done so I passed the word out to all my Parent friend’s
and on social media that this event was happening. I
would have been so embarrassed for the town if no one
showed up.
We had a good turnout of about 30 kids. But it could
have been so much better. There was no advertising
through the school, there could have been a sausage
sizzle or some kind of snacks for the kids, but nothing. It
could have been a whole family fun day.
With all the government organisations in Coober Pedy
who know there is a lack of opportunity for the youth of
Coober Pedy, and not one of them helped out this
amazing event!
I love Coober Pedy I grew up here and I want my
children to do the same. But how can I when there is
nothing for them to do here. All the holiday Programs
have gone, parent workshops like Tiny Takers when I
had my son, they have all gone. What is here to offer
the young people, the future, of this town??? No wonder
families are leaving town in droves.
What happens when an outside organisation want to do
an event in this town? Who do they contact? Will they
get helped or be ignored?
Where has the community spirit gone?

From a concerned Parent of the future generation
of Coober Pedy
PS: I want to thank the organisers of the Opal festival
this year. You did an amazing job. It has to be one of the
best Opal festivals I’ve been to in a long time!
Keep up the good work.

BBQ at

Right of reply is always available

Hall
Friday Nights

Everyone is welcome

Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors accept full
responsibility for the contents of advertisements and other signed
material and agree to indemnify the publishers against any claim or
proceedings out of the publication of such advertisements or material.

Gates open from 6pm
Food served around 7 pm
Enjoy the warm and friendly atmosphere
either inside or outside

Provision of material or copy for publication in the Coober Pedy
Regional Times Newspaper constitutes acceptance by advertisers,
advertising agencies and other contributors of this condition.
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NOT ENOUGH IN
COOBER PEDY FOR
YOUNGER
GENERATION

St. Nicholas Street Coober Pedy
Coober Pedy Regional Times
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Keeping the community informed

Council’s decision to provide ‘band-aid’ fix for public
safety at Motel entrance/exit is ‘underwhelming’
REPORT: DCCP Agenda 2nd July 2019 Portion of the
abovementioned roads have very steep grades from
the edge of road. This is creating a safety hazard for
both pedestrians and vehicular traffic
The council have previously considered the installation
of Guardrail adjacent portions of Crowder’s Gully Rd,
McKenzie Road and Elleway Drive as depicted on the
attached plan.
The cost of the placement of guardrail would exceed
$400,000 which of course is beyond the capacity of the
council to fund.
The risk of an incident occurring is medium with serious
consequences if it occurs but will be ameliorated if some
form of indication of risk minimisation device is installed.
This could be addressed in part by temporary action to
either
1. Placement of a post and pipe barrier at an estimated
cost of $15,000
2. placement of Reflective posts at 10 m spacing at an
estimated cost of $1,400 installed
3. Placement of temporary bunting. With a limited life
of 2 years maximum.
The option favoured whilst not protective of vehicle
access is an indication of the unsafe nature of the embankment. This of course is deemed a temporary measure and a permanent crash barrier is the most desirable
option.
Recommendation/Passed That the council approve
the installation of reflective roadside posts at a cost of
$1,400.
Sami Kambouris, Managing Director of the
Lookout Cave Motel said they had not been made
aware of the above decision on the 2 July and has
told the Coober Pedy Regional Times, “In our
circumstance the decision to put posts with reflectors is
underwhelming.
As owners of a busy commercial property we deem
this particular stretch of road problematic. The road turns
from 2 lanes down to 1 with no markings to indicate this
and the ‘give way’ sign has never pointed in the right
direction, it actually faces our property.

Margaret Mackay © 16-5-2019
The public road in front of the Lookout Cave Motel. Idyllic location with stunning views, but no safety
guards where the road meet the edge of the hill in front of the business, with a sheer drop to the bottom.
Incomplete guttering stops short of the property entrance/exit. Even guttering would have been a deterrent.
We have complained regarding this and the lack of
lighting at a 3 way intersection with not much response.
We have deliveries for guest consumables, gas and other
goods where the drivers find it extremely hard to navigate
their trucks with low over hanging wires and a dirt road
they can’t drive down. They are left to reverse the entire
stretch of McKenzie Close back to Catacomb Road or
turn their vehicles around where 3 roads meet.
This again being the same problem for travellers with
trailers and caravans.
Night time is even more hazardous with lack of street
lighting.
A major complaint from guests is that they find it hard
to see where they are driving at night and they don’t
feel safe walking into or from town at night.
We have seen quite a few close calls and would hate to
see a bad accident that could have been avoided with
safer upgrades not a bandaid solution.

We would also like to note that we are the only
commercial motel in town that does not have bitumen
access from both directions.
The original owner of the motel actually paid for the
bitumen road himself. Many guests that come through
Coober Pedy are travelling with caravans and want to
experience a night underground with us.
All navigation systems send them on the shortest route
via Umoona Road to McKenzie Close which is a dirt
road and not easy to manoeuvre caravans and vehicles
up particularly after heavy rain fall which leaves grooves
knee deep throughout.
We have approached all navigation system providers
only to be told this can’t be changed as the program is
designed to give motorists the shortest route to a
destination.
We would welcome a discussion with members of
council as we were never approached regarding the
safety barriers and would like this decision to be
revisited.”

Ph: 08 8672 3340 / Web: http://followme.downunder.global
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Opinions/Questions/Comments/Letters to the Editor

DID THE DCCP TRADE INSOLVENT
BETWEEN 2011 - 2016?
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Dear Editor

Even though Council was only a little bit pregnant
(insolvent), it still managed to give birth to large
‘healthy’ debt.
Both are doing fine and now recovering in the
suspension ward.
8.4.1 The Council’s financial position
8.4.1.1 Borrowings are unsustainable
From AG Report: I sought to understand why the
Council incurred significant increases in borrowings of
$6.1 million since 2011. Section 11 details the examination
of the Council’s borrowings. I found that it had loans
outstanding of $6.7 million as at 30 June 2018, mainly
incurred to fund past operating deficits.
I also assessed whether the Council’s level of debt was
sustainable by analysing its net financial liabilities ratio.
This measures the extent to which financial liabilities
can be repaid from operating revenues.
The target range for the local government sector is a
ratio between 0% and 100%, 7 with a low percentage
preferred.
6 Net financial liabilities = total liabilities less receivables
and cash and cash equivalents.
7 Local Government Association of South Australia,
Financial Sustainability Information Paper No. 9:
Financial Indicators - Revised May 2015.
An analysis of the Council’s net financial liabilities
and ratio is shown in figure 8.2.
The data shows that the Council’s net financial liabilities
ratio has increased, which reflects it increasing
borrowings while operating income remained steady over
the six years, except in 2012-13.
The net financial liabilities ratio was highest at 51% at
30 June 2016. This indicated the Council had capacity
to repay its debt, but it should also have signalled that it
needed to manage its financial position carefully and
increase its surplus cash to achieve a lower and more
suitable ratio for the Council.
The Council, however, has limited capacity to generate
additional revenue to accumulate cash.

INDEMNITY: Opinions and letters published in
The Coober Pedy Regional Times are not
necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher.
Right of reply is always available
Advertising agencies, advertisers and other contributors
accept full responsibility for the contents of advertisements
and other signed material and agree to indemnify the
publishers against any claim or proceedings out of the
publication of such advertisements or material.
Provision of material or copy for publication in the Coober
Pedy Regional Times Newspaper constitutes acceptance
by advertisers, advertising agencies and other
contributors of this condition.

Thursday 11 July 2019

Most of its operating revenue is dependent on a cost
recovery model (75% from electricity and water supply).
When this is taken into account, the Council’s adjusted
net financial liabilities ratio was 206% for 2015-16. This
is well outside the target range.
In my opinion it was appropriate for the Council to adopt
a lower acceptable range in line with the ratios achieved
in 2010-11 and 2011-12.
This would better reflect its limited capacity to generate
additional revenue to pay its debt in the areas of:
• rate revenue – the rate base is too small, and declining,
to generate surplus cash
• water and electricity supply – operate on a cost
recovery model and the electricity charges are regulated.
Further detail is provided in section 8.4.2.3
• other user charges – the revenue raised is minimal
and I found some services were operating at a loss.
Further detail is provided in section 8.4.3.
Conclusion
As concluded in sections 8.4.1.2, 8.4.2.2 and 11, the
Council has not demonstrated the capacity to generate
additional cash to repay its financial obligations as they
fell due.
In my view, the Council’s borrowings are at
unsustainable levels and have a significant impact on
the Council’s financial sustainability.
Further, the then acting CEO’s [Query - Neil Brown?]
briefings to the Council and the OLG in July 2016
reported that the Council was very close to being
insolvent, as it did not have cash available to meet current
liabilities (such as fortnightly pays and creditors).
Extracts above are from Auditor General’s report
10 of 2018.

The adjusted net financial liabilities ratios for 2013/
14, 2014/15 and 2015/16 show levels that fall outside
of the target range as defined by the Local
Government Association of South Australia Financial
Sustainability Information Paper No.9: Financial
Indicators – Revised May 2015.
Of particular concern is the adjusted net financial
liabilities ratio figure for 2015/16 (206 %) as this
indicates difficulties meeting operating expenses and
debt repayment.
This problem with liquidity is commented on
throughout the Auditor General’s report and needed
to be addressed by Council immediately at that time.

The spike in borrowings at that time was($ 4.3 million
Loan 63). The result of rollover of Loans 60, 61, 62, of
which 62 was to repay Loan 55.
60 and 61 were already Loans for working capital.
The purpose stated for 63 being Loan consolidation
and working capital. This only delayed what I believe
was the inevitable, being the confrontation between
liquidity and debt repayment. This was due to the
constant need of Council to seek working capital Loans
and should have indicated a failing liquid ratio.
This borrowing seems imprudent as there was already
outstanding debt and only made the repayments that
much more difficult.
This also reflects the Auditor General’s observation
and finding that DCCP lacked financial expertise and
Council’s poor understanding of financial
management.
If there is no cash to meet current liabilities such as
fortnightly pays and creditors, it would seem to me to
be, the very definition of insolvency.
The statement “the Council was very close to being
insolvent” I would presume needed to be quantified
because of its vagueness.
You are either insolvent or not, the concept that there
are varying degrees of insolvency, whereby you
cannot meet your commitments yet still claim solvency
by virtue of semantics is akin to being only a little bit
pregnant.
The fact that the Council was informed of this situation
in July 2016 and did not report this in its fullness to
the community, speaks to a lack of transparency, as
it was incumbent on the Council to do so.
Yours Sincerely
G. Pavlidis

Auditor-General's Department
Address : Level 9 State Administration
Centre
200 Victoria Square, Adelaide South Australia
5000
Phone : +61 8 8226 9640
Fax : +61 8 8226 9688
General email : audgensa@audit.sa.gov.au

Labor’s emergency worker assault
laws a step closer
SA Labor’s tough new laws to protect police, ambulance The final vote in the House of Assembly is expected
officers, nurses and other emergency workers from later this month.
assault, are a step closer to being realised.
Shadow Minister for Police, Emergency Services Lee
Labor’s changes to the Criminal Law Consolidation Odenwalder said, “This is a win for our hardworking
(Assaults on Emergency Workers) Amendment Bill emergency workers.”
2019 create specific offences for harming emergency
workers, and ensure criminals – particularly repeat “Labor have been fighting for tougher laws to protect
offenders – are more likely to serve time in prison.
these workers.”
All amendments passed through the Legislative Council
unopposed last week, and incorporate a measure
proposed by SA Best’s Frank Pangallo to include
RSPCA inspectors in the protections.

Coober Pedy Regional Times

“These laws will send a clear message to the courts
and the community that criminals who assault our cops,
ambos, nurses and other emergency workers should be
properly punished.”
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Coober Pedy suffers sewage problems as
ULURU climb ban approaches & tourists
flock to the rock
by Margaret Mackay

Each year, more than 300,000 people visit Uluru.
The Uluru climb will close for good on 26 October
2019 https://www.ayersrockresort.com.au/uluruand-kata-tjuta/uluru-and-kata-tjuta-national-park/
can-i-climb-uluru.
Towns along the way such as the Opal Capital, Coober
Pedy, are a handy stopover for those visiting such
attractions in the Northern Territory as ULURU.
At the Tuesday night council meeting the town sewerage
made it to the agenda where administrative officers related
that the town system was at capacity due to the influx of
tourists.
Former water manager Les Hoad said the system was
designed in 1993/94 for 250 cubic metres and suggested
that it was being exceeded by 100 cubic metres with the
current influx of tourists.
Acting CEO Mr. Pitman said, that excess was being
discharged onto the landscape around the plant, and that
there is a smell around town from aerated digestion in the
pipes..

Helicopter view of Uluru/Ayers Rock 2007. The Uluru climb will close for good on 26 October 2019

One of the busiest venues for travellers at Coober Pedy is
the Opal Inn Hotel, Motel and Caravan Park.
Opal Inn Manager Tony Pallotta said that the majority of
their bookings in the current season were definitely
heading for ULURU.
“2019 is an exceptional year for bookings, and the other
parks are full most days at present. Travellers are staying
around one or two nights. This is indicative of them
using us as a stopover. Obviously people are wanting to
climb the rock now before the closure of the climb if it
has been on their bucket list.” said Mr. Pallotta.

Travellers settling in for the night at the Opal Inn
Caravan Park this week
In November 2017 the land-mark decision was made
by the Traditional Owners of this land and the UluruKata Tjuta National Park Board to close the climb for
good. Effective 26 October 2019, marking the 34th
anniversary of the Uluru hand-back, the climb will be
closed.

Coober Pedy’s sewerage system was designed in 1993/94 for 250 cubic metres and is currently being
exceeded by 100 cubic metres with this season’s higher than usual influx of tourists.

The date chosen for the event, October 26, is a significant
one for the Anangu: it is the anniversary of the day in in
1985 when, during a ceremony at the base of Uluru, the
There have long been plenty of reasons not to climb Governor-General, Sir Ninian Stephen, handed the title
Uluru. There is the erosion caused by the passage of deeds to the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park to the
thousands of feet, which has left permanent scars. Traditional Owners. Truly a day worth celebrating.
Climbers leave behind other impacts, too. With no toilet
facilities on top of Uluru and no soil to dig a hole, tourists
caught short while climbing have only one option. When Local tour operator Jason Wright was a tour guide at Uluru
it rains, the evaporated waste is washed off the rock from 2007 to 2014. Jason and his wife Ariane operate
and pollutes surrounding waterholes, which the area’s “Followme Tours at Coober Pedy these days.
birds and native animals depend upon for survival.
Jason said, “ I have never climbed Uluru for cultural
Climbers also endanger one of the area’s rarest species,
shield or tadpole shrimp which – incredibly – live on reasons. Having known local traditional owners it was just
Uluru itself. Their eggs are adapted to survive long not something I thought was appropriate.
periods of drought and are hatched by rainfall. The fastgrowing shrimp quickly lay more eggs; when the water “That said, I have never judged anyone else for choosing
dries up, these lie dormant until the next rain. However, to climb as I understand everyone has different thoughts
with climbers unwittingly crushing the tiny eggs underfoot,
and attitudes on cultural and religious opinions,” said Jason.
the shrimp are now on the verge of extinction.
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“Whilst the closure of the climb may disappoint many, it
was really quite necessary for a reason totally removed
from cultural issues.”
“The water holes around the rock have become heavily
polluted and contain e-coli. This is a direct result of the
climb as tourists have consistently gone to the toilet at
the top of the climb.”
“All of that effluent has ended up in the water holes. I
have even seen nappies wash down into the pools.”
“Hopefully the ecosystem can recover quickly with the
closure of the climb.’
In the meantime Coober Pedy will have to deal with
their own effluent problem, as those who have had
ULURU on their “to-do” list make use of the town as a
stopover.

Thursday 11 July 2019

OPAL FESTIVAL continued

The Chamberlain 9G Tractor Club from Western Australia joined the parade

Dino, Xavier, Xeo and Xael watch the parade

Stateliner drivers with their mini bus

Paul and Jessica promoting B & Bs at the parade

Jimmy, the Big Miner with opal cutting
demonstration

External Affairs Manager of CU River Shelaye
Boothey and Kerry Mudge Senior Technical Manager
were actively involved in the Festival. CU River and
AMYAC sponsored Friday night’s fireworks.

Opal Festival Parade judges, Sami, Tony and
Donna deliberate over the entries

Local police lead the Opal Festival Parade. Lots of
tourists in town, on their way to Uluru

Maxine Hoad, Jo Tappin, Peter Vanderfeen and Les Hoad
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Jumping castle - always a favourite
Thursday 11 July 2018

PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES
See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
PUBLIC NOTICE
Coober Pedy CFS Annual
General Meeting (Election
Year)
Monday 29th July, 1900 hrs.
Coober Pedy CFS Training
Rooms Hutchison Street,
Coober Pedy, SA, 5723.

POSITION VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICE

COMMUNITY SERVICE
SUPERVISOR
COOBER PEDY COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS
CENTRE – CASUAL / UP TO 12 MONTHS
$53,815 TO $58,003 PA (OPS2)
JOB REFERENCE: 353616

Notice pursuant to section 28(5) of the Mining
Act 1971 Notice is hereby given in accordance
with Section 28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 that the
delegate of the Minister for Energy and Mining
intends to grant Exploration Licences over the
areas described below.

For more information and how to apply
visit: www.iworkfor.sa.gov.au

Applicant:
Location:

Applications close: 5pm 24 July 2019
EM8835

Saturday
13 July

Mining Act 1971

Saturday
20 July

Rifle Resources Pty Ltd
Anna Creek area approximately 50km
east-northeast of Coober Pedy
Pastoral Leases: Anna Creek
Term:
Two years
201
Area in km2:
Reference No: 2018/00186
Lincoln Minerals Limited
Uno area - approximately
100km west-southwest of
Port Augusta
Pastoral Leases: Siam, Uno
Term:
Two years
26
Area in km2:
Reference No: 2019/00056

POSITION VACANT
I can help to create positive health
outcomes through my work. I can work
and live within my own community and
be part of these changes, celebrating
new initiatives and success stories.
What motivates me is being part of
an innovative culture and a friendly
team, where I feel supported and can
challenge myself to develop new skills
and capabilities.

Aboriginal
Health Worker
Coober Pedy Country Health
Connect Service
Job Ref: 697479
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/careers
1300 882 992

Applicant:
Location:

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the
Department for Energy and Mining website:
http://www.minerals.dpc.sa.gov.au/exploration/
public_notices or by contacting Mineral
Tenements on 08 8429 2572.
Community information on mineral exploration
licence processes and requirements under
the Mining Act 1971 is available from:
http://energymining.sa.gov.au/minerals/exploration/
public_notices/exploration_licence_applications
or hard copy on request to Mineral Tenements.

...live and work in my
community and make
positive changes for
Aboriginal people

SH4656

J Martin
Mining Registrar
Department for Energy and Mining
Delegate of the Minister for Energy and Mining
PN3878

BARBER OUT BACK
WILL BE IN
COOBER PEDY

http://energymining.sa.gov.au

Applications open for Australia Post
Community Grants
Not-for-profit community organisations
are invited to apply for a 2019 Australia
Post Community Grant, with funding of
up to $10,000 available to each recipient.
The initiative aims to support projects and
services that address locally identified
needs that strengthen social connections
and reduce barriers to participating in
community life.
Speaking on the launch of the program,
Australia Post Executive General Manager
Community and Consumer, Nicole
Sheffield said it was another way for
Australia Post to help communities thrive
and prosper.

at BULLS CORNER
Friday 2 August
Saturday 3 August
Sunday 4 August (by appointment )
BOOK NOW:

0429 331 663

Tabetha stocks Australian made Uppercut
Deluxe hair products .
All styling tubs $20 with a full haircut.....saving
$8 off recommended retail price
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“With so much change to the way we live,
work and shop, it’s more important than
ever that we have strong, vibrant local
communities where people can connect to
shape our shared future,” said Ms
Sheffield.
The 2019 Australia Post Community Grants
will support initiatives that:
• Help people connect with each other
through group activities (e.g. volunteering
programs, civic engagement and
environmental activities);
• Reduce barriers to participation in
community life (e.g. transport, ability to
pay, or access to community spaces); and/
or
• Develop skills and leadership capability
to strengthen community networks.
The launch of the 2019 Community Grants
program follows the completion of this
year’s Australia Post Workforce Grants
which saw over 400 recipients receive
$500 each towards community projects
across Australia as nominated by Australia
Post’s local staff members.

Coober Pedy Regional Times

The Workforce Community Grants
program recognised the dedication of
Australia Post staff to their local
communities and provides an opportunity
for them to nominate a community project
or organisation close to their heart, with
funds going to workshops, events, training,
equipment, supplies, excursions and
camps, as well as computers and internet
access all enabling better community
connectedness in their local area.
Eligible community organisations can apply for an Australia Post Community Grant
for
up
to
$10,000
via
www.auspost.com.au/grants.
Applications close Sunday 4 August. All
applicants will be notified on October 2019.

Thursday 11 July 2019

GENERAL & POLICE NEWS

Celebrating 90
Years of The
Ghan With a
New 50c Coin
and Competition

Aboriginal Tracker
Lanky Kana honoured

By Royal Australian Mint

The Royal Australian Mint is celebrating 90 years of
Journey Beyond Rail Expeditions’ The Ghan, with a new
colored 50 cent coin depicting the iconic Australian train
and the launch of a competition to win twotickets for the
transcontinental journey.
Royal Australian Mint CEO Ross MacDiarmid says the
new coin and exciting competition celebrates one of
Australia’s most famous railway journeys.
“This striking limited edition coin tells the story of one of
the world’s great railway journeys and the Royal Australian
Mint is excited to share yet another new coin with train
lovers, coin collectors, fans of The Ghan and the
Australian public,” said Mr MacDiarmid.
Journey Beyond Rail Expeditions Managing Director Steve
Kernaghan said they are thrilled to be partnering with the
Royal Australian Mint to share a special edition coin that
gives a nod to the legendary train.
“The Ghan is a national icon and celebrating 90 years of
adventure across the country is a significant achievement,”
said Mr. Kernaghan.
In 1929, the Afghan Express steam train commenced its
first route to Stuart (now Alice Springs). In its early days,
the train journey could be unpredictable and was once
famously stranded in the desert for two weeks. Now
known as The Ghan, the Journey Beyond Rail Expeditions
route has expanded from Adelaide in South Australia
through Alice Springs, all the way to Darwin. The
2,979km journey is a luxury tourist experience in its own
right and includes off-train excursions in locations such
as Coober Pedy, Alice Springs, and Katherine.
The Mint is offering the exclusive opportunity to win two
tickets for The Ghan’s luxury trip from Adelaide to Darwin
(one-way). Customers who purchase a 2019 50c Coloured
Uncirculated Coin – 90th Anniversary of The Ghan coin,
can enter the competition to win, simply by sharing a
photo featuring their new 50c Ghan coin depicting where
their journey will begin. Winners will be announced on
September 6, 2019. Complete instructions on how to enter
and conditions of entry are available here.
The 90th Anniversary of the Ghan – 2019 50c Colored
Uncirculated Coin is available in a limited mintage of 30,000
– retailing for $15.00 AUD. The coins are Australian legal
tender and can be purchased from the Mint’s website or
Contact Centre (1300 652 020).
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Acknowledging the contribution that Tracker Lanky
Kana made to South Australia and the service he
provided to the South Australia Police,
10 Jul 2019 10:19am
SA Police wish to advise that the following content may
cause distress to members of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Island communities. It may contain images of, or
references to, deceased persons.
The valuable contribution of Aboriginal Tracker Lanky
Kana was formally recognised by SA Police yesterday
(9 July) with a plaque placed at his grave in the
Beachport Cemetery.
The Commissioner of Police, Grant Stevens, unveiled
the plaque at an event which began with a Welcome to
Country and smoking ceremony.
Mr Kana, who was a Boandik man from the South East
of South Australia, was a legend in the Beachport region
- a respected Aboriginal tracker who assisted the
Beachport Police until his death in 1904.
Commissioner Stevens noted that this year on Police
Foundation Day, SA Police celebrated and acknowledged
the incredibly important contribution Aboriginal Trackers
have made over the years to the South Australia Police
and community.
“It is fitting that we continue to reinforce and appreciate
the efforts of those individuals and NAIDOC week
provides me as Commissioner, opportunity to further
reflect and acknowledge this important relationship,” he
said.
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Boandik man, Tracker Lanky Kana played an
important role in keeping South Australian
communities safe. “
“This particular community of Beachport was well served
by a Boandik man, Tracker Lanky Kana in the late 19th
and early 20th century until his passing 1904 aged 64.
“Lanky was as so many of his culture are an astute
observer of his environment and able to track through
the scrub and bush where others were unable to see a
trail at all."
Tracker Kana (pictured) was also well respected for
the care he showed towards the police horses at what
is now known as ‘Lanky’s Well’ in Beachport – a factor
which was recognised through the attendance at the
event of horses and riders from SAPOL’s Mounted
Operations Unit.
“It is with pride that the South Australia Police are able
to acknowledge the contribution that Tracker Lanky
Kana made to South Australia and the service he
provided to the South Australia Police,” the
Commissioner said.
“I also hope this acknowledgement continues to
reinforce the bonds between all Australians.”
Part of the plaque honouring his work reads: “The South
Australia Police acknowledge the achievements of
Aboriginal trackers, like Tracker Lanky Kana, who
played, and continue to play an important role in keeping
all South Australian communities safe. “
Since foundation on 28 April 1838 SA Police have worked
with 64 Aboriginal trackers across all regions of South
Australia

Thursday 11 July 2019

OUTBACK EVENT

Thursday 11 July 2019
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WEDNESDAY
CFS TRAINING Wednesday each
fortnight 7-9 pm. Call Cpt Wayne
Borrett 0439881049 or Matt Meyers
0455682637 Training Coordinator

What’s On in COOBER PEDY
& *Visiting Services*

Mine Rescue/SES training
weekly at 8:00pm on a
Wednesday AND every 2nd
Saturday of the month training at
8:30am.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
2019
1 Jan Tue New Year's Day

FRIDAYS

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
7.30 pm SHOTGUN
Darts - after SHOTGUN.
All welcome

28 Jan Mon Australia Day Holiday

Greek Charcoal BBQ is back
every Friday at the Greek Hall
(20th Apr 2018) $15 plate Bar open
at 6pm dinner ready around 7pm.
Come enjoy a night out.

20 Apr Sat Day following Good
Friday

GREEK CLUB - Bingo
7.30 pm
Coober Pedy Scrabble
7.30pm United Club .

10 Jun Mon Queen's Birthday

All skill levels welcome

25 Dec Wed Christmas Day

11 Mar Mon March Public Holiday
19 Apr Fri Good Friday

22 Apr Mon Easter Monday
25 Apr Thu Anzac Day

7 Oct

24 Dec T ue Christmas Eve *

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

26 Dec Thu Proclamation Day
31 Dec Tue New Year's Eve *

SATURDAYS

SA schools term
dates 2019

MINE RESCUE/SES
Training is weekly at 8:00pm
on a Wednesday AND

Every 2nd Saturday of the
month training at 8:30am.
'Michael Beelitz' Unit
Manager '0407 724 966'
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
Pistols (Rapid Fire)
9:00 AM And 11:00AM
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389

Term 1 29 Jan - 12 April
http://www.cooberpedydrivein.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/?tn-str=k*F
Vehicle price: Car (up to 7 people)- $20; Van/Bus (8 or more
people) - $40; Walk in price. Adult - (16+) $10; Child up to the age
of 15 - $5;
Food and beverages available in the Canteen

CROATION CLUB
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

SUNDAYS
GOLF
.
CATACOMB Church Service

and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
Starting Time: 10:00 AM

The 2022 South
Australian state
election (the 55th
Parliament of SA) will
be held on
19 March 2022.

Rifle 55 Round Match 50m
include grouping bench rest
Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time
COOBER PEDY RSL
Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm
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Mon Labour Day

Term 2 29 April - 5 July
Term 3

22 July - 27 Sept

Term 4

14 Oct - 13 Dec

ACCOUNTANT
Arid Areas Accounting
Audit & Tax

Richard Younger

These services include:
• Business Activity
Statements (BAS)
• Income tax returns
• Book-keeping
• Payroll Services
• Business advice
• Audit
• Forming partnerships,
trusts and companies
• Obtaining Australian
Business Number (ABN)

Mob: 0422 428 850
richard@aaaaat.com.au

Thank you for
keeping the community
informed
Coober Pedy Regional Times

We specialise in providing practical,
sound accounting, auditing & tax
services & advice to individuals,
families & businesses
Office: Business Centre, Hutchison
Street (next to Centrelink)
PO Box 711 Coober Pedy
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CURRENT GRANTS / FUNDING
New ACCREDITED TRAINING FOR
SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESPONSES

ON-FARM EMERGENCY
WATER REBATE SCHEME

NEW: Veteran and
Community Grants

The Australian Government is inviting eligible organisations
to apply for up to $4.494 million GST exclusive (across
FY2019-20 to FY2021-22) to develop and deliver free
training to frontline workers across Australia to better
recognise and respond to all people who experience sexual
violence.

Applications are open for eligible applicants to access the
$4.75 million On-farm Emergency Water Rebate Scheme.

The Australian Government is inviting organisations
through an open, non-competitive process to apply for
grant funding under the Veteran and Community Grants
Program from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020.

The Department of Social Services is seeking to engage a
consortium partnership to develop and deliver free
accredited training for sexual violence responses.

The scheme has been established to provide one-off 25
per cent rebate up to $25,0000 (GST exclusive) to primary
producers in drought affected areas for the costs
associated with the purchase and installation of on-farm
water infrastructure.

The objective of the program is to maintain and improve
the independence and quality of life for members of the
Australian veteran community by providing funding for
projects that sustain or enhance health and wellbeing.

The program will close on 31 March 2021, or when the
funding allocation is exhausted.

Applications close at 11:00 pm AEDT on 27 February
2020.

Applications close at 11:00 pm AEST on 4 September
2019.

On-farm water infrastructure can include:

https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/accreditedtraining-sexual-violence-responses

•
•

For further information about eligibility and how to apply,
go to the Grant Round Application page.

pipes
water storage devices such as tanks and troughs
associated with stock watering
• water pumps
•
de-silting of existing dams, where you can
demonstrate that the property does not have access to
groundwater
• the professional installation costs to install the water
infrastructure
• and more....
MAKING AN APPLICATION
Applicants should carefully consider activities against the
eligibility criteria before submitting an application.
More information on the scheme including the guidelines
and application form can be found here:

New GRASSROOTS SPORTS
FUNDING BOOST

h t t p s : / / w w w. p i r. s a . g o v. a u / g r a n t s _ a n d _ a s s i s t a n c e /
drought_support/financial_assistance/onfarm_emergency_water_infrastructure_rebate_scheme?shorturl_onfarmwater-rebate#toc0

Local sports clubs throughout South Australia will
receive a boost of almost $15 million amid the
announcement of successful applications through
the Grassroots Football, Cricket and Netball
Facility Program.

Contact Regional Development Australia Far North
on (08) 8641 1444 if you require further clarification or
assistance with your application.

The Office of Sport, Recreation and Racing in collaboration
with the SACA and the SANFL will provide $6 million,
while another $9 million will be chipped in by local
councils, sports clubs, the Federal Liberal Government
and other agencies.

Indigenous Employment
and Business

“The funding will be used for many different upgrades
including building family-friendly facilities so everyone
from the family can be active and upgrading lighting to
allow more sports to be played more often.
Round One of the Grassroots Program is directly injecting
$6 million into the facilities of the 20 successful applicants.

Details on how to apply for Round Two
https://ors.sa.gov.au/funding/apply_for_funding
Grant projects already funded previously.
Active Club Program (ACP)
Community Recreation and Sport Facilities Program
(CRSFP)
Grassroots Football, Cricket, and Netball Facility Program
(GFCNFP)
SASI Individual Athlete Program (SASI IAP)
Sport and Recreation Development and Inclusion Program
(SRDIP)
VACSWIM SA Program

$50 Spor
ouc
her
Sportt V
Vouc
oucher
herss
Program
The program is open for parents and carers who are now
able to claim $50 sport vouchers for their children, to use
towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.

Clubs wishing to register for the program and
parents or guardians wanting to find a participating
club in their area should go to
www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.
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https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/veteranand-community-grants-0

Drought Communities
Program
The Drought Communities Programme (DCP) is designed
to deliver benefits in targeted drought affected regions of
Australia.
The Australian Government is providing $35 million over
four years, commencing in the 2015 to 2016 financial
year, to fund local infrastructure initiatives that provide
employment for people whose work opportunities have
been impacted by drought.
Funding will be targeted at projects that stimulate local
community spending, use local resources, businesses and
suppliers, and/or provide a long-lasting benefit to
communities and the agricultural industries on which they
depend.
For further information visit:
https://www.grants.gov.au/
?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=33CC68AC-071F935D-C5EC1ECEFBE60529

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

Applications close 5.00pm (ACT Local Time) 30 June
2019

Tailored Assistance Employment Grants are available
to provide funding support to connect working age
Indigenous Australians with real and sustainable jobs, as
well as assisting Indigenous school students to transition
from education into sustainable employment.

Nominations open for SA
Science Excellence Awards

Eligibility: Applicants must meet all eligibility criteria in
Section 7 of the Indigenous Advancement Strategy Grant
Guidelines.
Instructions for Lodgement: Applications for funding
must be submitted using the online application form. The
form is available on the Department’s website.
Other Instructions: The application kit provides key
information to assist applicants to complete the application
form and should be read in conjunction with the Indigenous
Advancement Strategy Grant Guidelines.
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/employment/
jobs-projects-funding-tailored-assistance-employmentOngoing
grants

Nominations are now open for the South Australian
Science Excellence Awards to recognise the outstanding
work of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) researchers, leaders and educators
in our State.
“Now in their 15th year, the Science Excellence Awards
are a great opportunity to acknowledge publicly the
outstanding work of our state’s leading STEM
professionals, whose world-class research and innovative
approaches help us to understand and solve global
challenges.”
Nominations are now open across five categories, covering
a total of six awards.
For more information visit the 2019 SA Science Excellence
Awards website.

CommBank Cricket Club
Sponsorship

https://www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au/

Each year the Commonwealth Bank supports grassroots
cricket and offer local clubs the chance to apply for one
two-year sponsorships.
If successful, you can receive $2,000 per year, brand
new cricket equipment and CommBank gear.
For further details visit: https://www.commbank.com.au/
about-us/opportunity-initiatives/opportunity-fromcommunity/cricket.html?ocid=48649990
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CURRENT GRANTS / FUNDING
The Slater and Gordon
Community Fund

Local Sporting Champions
The Local Sporting Champions (LSC) program is an
Australian Government initiative designed to provide
financial assistance for young sportsmen and women aged
12-18.

The Slater and Gordon Community Fund is a philanthropic
fund established in 2001 which offers grants to
community groups in three key areas of focus:

If successful, applicants will receive $500-$750 towards
the cost of attending their championships

•Assisting people with disease and disability and promoting
their participation and inclusion
•Addressing inequality and disadvantage
•Encouraging young people to engage in healthy activity
and lifestyles through a project or program
The fund is open to any group or organisation, so long as
their project fits the criteria and they carry a DGR
status.
https://www.slatergordon.com.au/firm/community/
our-community-fund
Applications are ongoing

Boots for All Equipment
Grant
Boots for All’s vision is to have an active and socially
inclusive Australia through sport. The organisation exists
to break down barriers to sport participation and strengthen
communities by collecting and distributing quality, new
and near-new sports equipment to vulnerable Australians
and by providing volunteering and training,
opportunities via the Sports for All social enterprise sports
store.

https://www.bootsforall.org.au/request-equipment
Applications are ongoing

•
•

Community Banking Sector
Social Investment Grants
A total grant pool of $300,000 is available in 2018 for
grants of either $25,000 or $50,000 for funding that
delivers against the theme of Building resilience and
capability in people experiencing homelessness or domestic
abuse.
Applicants must be a not-for-profit organisation.
https://www.communitysectorbanking.com.au/grants

Through Grants SA, four one-off grant programs, the
Charitable and Social Welfare Fund (Community Benefit
SA), Multicultural Grants, Volunteer Training Grants and
the Volunteer Support Fund, have been combined into a
single application process. Community organisations can
now apply once to be considered for funding across all
four streams, and will also benefit from less restrictive
guidelines and simpler reporting requirements.
Minor grants of up to $5,000 will be open all year and
assessed at the end of each month.
For further information visit www.dcsi.sa.gov.au
Minor round applications close 5pm on the last
working day of every month

Country Arts SA — Quick
Response Grant

The PRP provides funding for planning and research
initiatives that contribute to the delivery of facilities,
programs and services that grow participation in active
recreation and sport. Eligible applicants are able to apply
for up to $100,000 per application.

Individual—up to $1,500 which provides support for
professional development opportunities for individual artist
and arts workers in regional South Australia

Planning Projects

Funding is available for evidence based research projects
that supports policies, practices, and/or grows the
knowledge base for active recreation and sport
http://ors.sa.gov.au/funding/apply_for_funding/
planning_and_research_program

Applications are open year round allowing
applicants to submit Expression of Interest (EOI)
for a project at any time.

Holden Vouchers
Clubs can apply for eBook vouchers that can be sold for
$5 each with 100% of the proceeds going straight to your
club. You club can apply for the vouchers free of charge,
as well as support material to assist in selling the tickets.
The eBook voucher entitles the purchaser to download a
‘Great Getaways’ eBook, full of amazing driving escapes
across Australia and go in the draw for a new Holden.
For further information visit: (copy and paste)
https://www.holden.com.au/discover-holden/homeground-advantage/voucher-information

Industry Development –
Pocket Grants
Industry Development Pocket Grants provides funding
to South Australian music businesses to assist with oneoff expenses that arise at short notice. These include
travel, conference or legal fees for short-notice
opportunities.
Arts South Australia accepts applications until they use
up the annual funding portion.
For further information and guidelines visit:
www.arts.sa.gov.au/grant/pocket-grants
Applications are ongoing
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If successful, applicants will receive $500-$750 towards
the cost of attending their championships. Applications
are ongoing

Regional artists can access professional arts development
and training opportunities, or organisations/communities
with small project opportunities that arise at short notice.

Research Projects

A new grants program, Grants SA, will provide $3 million
in grants to improve community participation, wellbeing
and quality of life for South Australians.

For further information visit: https://www.ausport.gov.au/
ais/grants_and_funding/local_sporting_champions

Planning and Research
Program (PRP)

Funding is available for strategic, evidence based planning
initiatives that inform future active recreation and sport
needs for communities.

Grants SA

Base Grant: $500
Applicants travelling 800km - 2000km to their
nominated championships: + $100
• Applicants travelling internationally or greater than
2000km to their nominated championships: + $200
• Applicants residing in a rural electorate: + $50
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Community—up to $3,000 which provides support for
small-scale arts development initiatives for community
groups and organisations in regional South Australia.
For further information visit:
www.countryarts.org.au/funding
Applications are accepted at anytime during the year
(Closed for a period over Christmas)

Clubs SA/IGC Sponsorship
Assistance Program
There are streams of funding available through Clubs SA
for the not-for-profit sector, including clubs.
Before applying for any stream of funding it is advised
that you contact Clubs SA for further details and assistance
on the application process.
There is no set dollar value to the program, applications
for sponsorship are considered by the board on case by
case basis.
For further information visit:
www.clubssa.com.au/about/funding
Applications are accepted at any time during the year

$50 Sport Vouchers
Program
The program is open for parents and carers who are now
able to claim $50 sport vouchers for their children, to use
towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.
Clubs wishing to register for the program and parents or
guardians wanting to find a participating club in their area
should go to www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.

Club One (SA) Small
Sponsorships
Small Sponsorship of up to $500, although in special
circumstances can be as high as $600, is available to
community clubs and associations and are considered
every one to two months.
For further information visit: www.clubone.net.au/clubone-sponsorships.asp

Thursday 11 July 2019

Community/Volunteer Event

Coober Pedy Shooters Club
welcomes all new Members,
Visitors and Sponsors
If you don’t have a firearm, come along & our members will assist you
with all enquiries. Minimum age for shooting at the club is 10 yrs
(Rifles and Air Pistol) & 14 yrs (Pistols).
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