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EDDIE HUGHES MP SPEAKS TO PARLIAMENT
ABOUT COOBER PEDY’S WATER ISSUES

We did that with electricity. The same set of arguments
applies when supplying the people of Coober Pedy with
water, that they should not have to pay more than people
in other regional centres and the metropolitan area in our
state. They are, after all, South Australians and they
deserve support. From the state government's perspective,
Coober Pedy is an important service centre. State
government employees make up a significant number of
people in Coober Pedy, not just to service Coober Pedy
but also to service that extensive Far North community
of Coober Pedy. We should be doing far more to assist
that community when it comes to the delivery of essential
services such as water.

Clearly, there are also challenges in relation to health
outcomes in a community like Coober Pedy. They are
challenging, but nowhere near as challenging as in the
APY lands. I think we should all hang our heads in shame
when we consider life expectancy in the APY lands.
Average life expectancy is 48 years. In a First World
country that is just an absolute disgrace. Improved health
services in Coober Pedy will also assist, to a degree, people
from the APY lands.

Educational statistics from Coober Pedy are also deeply
concerning. If they are not addressed, it makes it difficult
for families to commit to staying in that community. An
administrator has been appointed, but it is beyond the
capacity of the administrator, beyond the capacity of the
Coober Pedy community, to address its problems. It will
need outside assistance. It will need state assistance and,
possibly, federal assistance. I attended a three-hour
roundtable meeting on Friday evening, and the local federal
member was also there, so that is a measure of how
seriously we are taking some of the issues in Coober Pedy.

Once again, I call upon the government to release the SA
Water report so we can have a look at it, analyse it and
determine if the costing that has been provided is accurate.
Irrespective of that, it is going to require some significant
assistance from the state government and that clearly has
not been flagged in this budget.

COOBER PEDY SERVICES

Mr HUGHES (Giles) (15:59): I also rise to speak on the
adjournment debate. I spent the weekend in Coober Pedy.
One of those things that, especially as a regional member
representing remote communities, you are offended by,
especially if you have a strong, egalitarian ethos is that
the people in our remote communities are seriously
disadvantaged when it comes to education attainment and
outcome, when it comes to health outcome, when it comes
to access to basic services. Coober Pedy in our Far North
is the second largest community after Roxby Downs.
Provisions and basic services in Roxby Downs are very
good, but in Coober Pedy they fall well behind.

The issues that Coober Pedy face are profound, and they
lack the resources within the community to fully address
the challenges they face. They receive electricity at grid
parity pricing, but water continues to be an ongoing issue,
a basic essential service. The people of Coober Pedy pay
up to three times as much for their water as people do in
Adelaide, Whyalla, Port Augusta, Port Pirie or a place like
Roxby Downs. Not only do they pay a lot more for water,
but there is a whole set of challenges around the treatment,
supply and distribution of water in Coober Pedy.

I have called upon the government to release the recently
completed SA Water report into the water situation in
Coober Pedy. I understand that, in that report, costs in
the order of $30 million are being flagged to address the
water issue in Coober Pedy. That is clearly not within the
capacity of the Coober Pedy community, a remote
community, a socio-economically disadvantaged
community, a community with a small population of
roughly 1,700 people and a community that, through the
actions of their council in the past, carries a very
significant debt.

When it comes to Coober Pedy addressing some of the
issues that it faces, it will require serious government
support, serious government intervention. It is not enough
to sack a council and appoint an administrator. A lot more
needs to be done to get the community back on an even
keel. I would be a supporter of significant support for the
community. When it comes to water, we should also be
looking at what we do elsewhere in the state that is supplied
by SA Water: we should be looking at parity pricing.

Eddie Hughes meeting with one of several groups of residents at Coober Pedy; Jordan,
Slobodan, Eric, Litsa, Eddie, Danny and Jimmy

On Friday 6 November 2020 Rowan Ramsey
travelled to Coober Pedy to take part in a

“round-table” meeting with Eddie Hughes,
council administration and staff, on the future

of Coober Pedy.

Rowan was also of the view that Coober Pedy’s
water was too difficult for the council to manage.

Local Member for Giles, Eddie Hughes spoke in
Parliament on Tuesday 12 November about issue

confronting Coober Pedy and in particular the
water situation.

Since 2018 Coober Pedy’s residents have complained
bitterly of the significant downturn in water quality and
overall management.  Residents are fed up with the high
prices and the poor return.

Eddie once again called upon the State Government to
release the SA Water report on Coober Pedy, which
was completed months ago; “so we can have a look at
it, analyse it and determine if the costing that has been
provided is accurate” Eddie said.

“In order to address the challenges facing Coober Pedy,
State Government assistance will be needed.  The
Coober Pedy community - as fellow South Australians -
deserve our support”, he said.

While Eddie spoke on a range of issues confronting
Coober Pedy, he also spoke about the third world
conditions further north on the APY Lands.  (see below)
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The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road in town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS tour - you’ll
believe you’re on Mars.

     Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES (at least 1500
people living underground)

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

 Take a tour to the natural landscapes outside the
town (see film locations like Mad Max: Beyond
Thunderdome and Red Planet) including the PAINTED
DESERT, the colourful BREAKAWAYS and the MOON
PLAIN

Join the MAIL RUN out of Coober Pedy to deliver
outback mail! Take a leisurely flight over the spectacular
LAKE EYRE  (Currently on hold)

During Easter a  GEM TRADE SHOW is held

South

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do in Coober Pedy

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

Summer solstice
2020 in Southern

Hemisphere will be
at 8:32 pm on
Monday, 21
December

DRIVE
CAREFULLY!

BEARDED DRAGONS
ARE OUT AND ABOUT

Opal miners Miroslav and Boris Markovic drilling
for opal at Coober Pedy

DRILLING FOR OPAL
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FIRE AT VAN BRUGGE STREET COULD
SERVE AS A TIMELY SUMMER WARNING

As summer approaches, Coober Pedy residents
and property owners may need to be mindful of
their properties if unattended for long or short

periods of time.

On Wednesday 18/11/2020 at 1.36pm the Coober Pedy
CFS was called to a caravan fire that had caught fire to
an abutting house in Van Brugge Street.  Neighbours
were of the opinion that the property had become a
‘hiding spot” for drinkers.

 Black smoke from the fire could be seen right across
the landscape, although once called the CFS quickly
contained the fire.

Caravan and house fire in Van Brugge Street Coober Pedy
thought to be a “hiding spot” for drinkers

Left: An outside
caravan

firstly caught alight,
and then the house
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6 only questions on the faulty financial
statement prepared and published on 5th July
2020 on council’s website that remained in the
public domain for between 5-7 days.

We invited the council to respond more
specifically, but avoid unnecessary technicality and
excessive detail as to how the anomaly/error
occurred.

Council MUST have expected that an error of
around $3.55 MILLION DOLLAR magnitude would
at the very least attract scrutiny and arguments for
maladministration/incompetence.

Q • What was the cost of preparing these
financials in terms of time and labour?
Not answered

Q • Please identify the amounts and explain
the surplus in one part of the ledger, turning
into a loss on another part of the ledger?
Not Answered

COMMUNITY
QUESTIONS TO

DCCP ON $3.55m
ERROR  in
BUDGETED

FIGURES REMAIN
UNANSWERED

Q •  Could the “anomaly” as Mr. Miller CEO
called it, be explained or clarified in plain English
for the community to understand, avoiding
unnecessary technicality and excessive detail?

Q • Did the council officers compiling the
budgeted figures not wonder where over a
million dollars of surplus money had actually
come from, given that council operates at the
brink of bankruptcy and on the limit of
borrowings at all times?
Not answered

Q • What financial risk management
policies or audit policies are in place?
Not answered

Q • What measures have been put in place
since, to prevent this happening again?
Not Answered

Surplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit and
Anomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS Error

Not answered

Editor

At the 28-7-2020 Council Meeting Mr. Alan
Rushbrook spoke of correcting some errors during
his talk on borrowings. It was not clear if he was
talking about errors in his latest projections, or the
errors in the faulty budgeted figures published on
the 5th July.

Unless explanations are clear then we will have to
consider that our questions are not answered.

We have since received (after a previous
publication 7-8-20) a compilation of questions and
answers constructed by council that do not
adequately address the 6 simple questions posed
by the community (above).

We therefore decline to complicate the issue by
publishing or accepting council’s replacement
questions.  It is not for councils to decide how
they will be scrutinized.

Keeping the Community Informed

POLICE NEWS

LET'S TALK ABOUT A FEDERAL HUMAN RIGHTS ACT
The Law Council of Australia believes that now is the

time to reignite the conversation and calls on the
Australian Government to implement a federal Human

Rights Act.

Addressing the National Press Club in Canberra today, Law
Council President, Pauline Wright, said in launching the Law
Council’s policy position, that many Australians would not
know that their human rights are not protected by the
Constitution or legislation.

“Our Constitution protects very few rights, and those rights
which have been so hotly debated during the pandemic, are
backed by few Constitutional or statutory guarantees,” Ms
Wright said.

“A human rights charter will assist public acceptance of
government decision-making processes – including for
decisions which must be made against rapidly unfolding
circumstances such as seen during the pandemic.

“A federal Human Rights Act would provide a much needed,
established framework setting out the core principles to
resolve tensions which arise when rights come into conflict,”
Ms Wright said.

While Queensland, Victoria and the ACT have a Human
Rights Act, Australia is the only Western democracy without
some form of a charter of rights at the national level.

“The Law Council is concerned that there is a lack of
human rights engagement and training across federal
departments and processes more generally,” Ms Wright
said.

“This may result in human rights not being properly
considered when cabinet decisions are made, laws are
designed, and policies and programs are implemented.
Human rights compatibility statements – often lacking in
substance and quality – are tacked on at the end of the
process, rather than being baked in at the beginning.

“The Law Council considers that a human rights ethos –
established across the public and private sectors, across
aged care, disability services, childcare, education, health
and detention facilities, may work to curb the systemic
need for what can seem like almost rolling Royal
Commissions, investigating complex, wide-ranging social
justice failures in Australia,” Ms Wright said.

“A federal Human Rights Act would be a powerful tool to
build the edifice of Australia’s international human rights
obligations, ensuring that the decisions and actions of our
governments are guided by the time-honoured values of
freedom, equality, justice, compassion and dignity.

“Now is the time for conversations between the Australian
people and their governments about the kind of future we
envisage for coming generations,” Ms Wright said.

https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/media/speeches/no-time-like-the-present-to-protect-our-human-rights

DISQUALIFIED DRIVER
BLOWS 0.193 IN

HUTCHISON STREET
15 Nov 2020 7:26am

Coober Pedy Police detected a drink driver nearly four times
the legal limit last night.

About 7.15pm on Saturday 14 November, police pulled over
a vehicle on Hutchinson Street, Coober Pedy for a mobile
driver test.

The driver, a 37-year-old man from Mimili, recorded a blood
alcohol reading of 0.193.  He was reported for drink driving,
driving unregistered, uninsured and disqualified.

His vehicle was impounded for 28 days and he was issued
with an additional 12 month loss of licence.

He will be summonsed to appear in court at a later date.

DRUNK AND
DISQUALIFIED DRIVER
STOPPED AT COOBER

PEDY
17 Nov 2020 2:37pm  A Far North man has been reported
for a number of traffic offences after being stopped in
Coober Pedy on Saturday.

About 7.15pm on Saturday 14 November, police stopped
a Honda station wagon on Hutchison Street after checks
revealed that the car was unregistered and uninsured.

Further checks revealed that the driver was disqualified
from driving.

The man was breath tested and allegedly produced a blood
alcohol reading of 0.193.

A 37-year-old man was reported for driving while
disqualified, drink driving, and driving an unregistered and
uninsured motor vehicle.

The man was issued with an instant loss of licence notice
for twelve months, his car was impounded for 28 days
and he will be summonsed to appear in court at a later
date.



Page 5                                                    Coober Pedy Regional Times                                 Friday 20 November 2020

SPECIAL FEATURE
A GRANDMOTHER’S MEMOIRS TAKES ADELAIDE

QC PAUL HEYWOOD-SMITH OUTBACK TO
AFGHAN CAMELEER COUNTRY 1909

Oodnadatta, and the end of steel
By Frances May Brady

Part 5

Frances May Brady

Edie Bransbury
Continues on page 6

But how I have gone off the track of housekeeping;
that first week when a friend was initiating me into its
routine, she said, "Now do not forget about the green-
grocer; you must listen for the cart and go out at once
with the money and basket, for he never gets down. If
you do not go out he will just pass on." "Oh those blacks,"
I thought. "They are too lazy to breathe".

Next day, when I heard wheels, I snatched a sun-bonnet,
basket and money, and rushed to the gate. I looked up
to that bland smile, that sweep of the hat. It was my
Chinese host.

Last night we had Roly-poly pudding for dinner. I so
dislike a pudding-cloth after-the pudding has been
removed.  I put it outside in a bucket, and this morning it
had gone. The wild dogs had come in the night and taken
it; they also took the station-master's prize rooster, and
made terrible havoc in the goat-yard. They only seem
to come near when it is moonlight. Their howling seems
to freeze my blood, I can only liken it to "lost souls crying
out of hell".

A mile across the plain I can see the little wind-swept
cemetery. I have never seen a more desolate one; no
trees to cast their green shade, no soft green grass, no fence to keep out the camels and wild dogs by night.

A few weeks ago the kindly little Doctor was laid there to rest. I can see the red mound of earth that marks the
spot. He worked here for nearly thirty years, and was much loved.

The morning after his burial some children went with fresh water for the few precious flowers on his grave, the
only flowers in  Oodnadatta, and Oh! the gruesome, horrible tale they brought back.  During the night the wild
dogs had scratched and scratched at that grave, making huge holes; the idea is awful to contemplate, and yet the
Government will not put a fence there.

Some time ago, when the Oodnadatta people petitioned for a cooling-chamber to preserve the perishable goods on
the train the response from the Government came in the shape of foot-warmers.

Once again in all its beauty the sun is setting over the edge of the plain, the tinkle of the camel-bells, grows fainter.
There is a stillness, then comes a slight breeze, bringing with it the tang of the salt-bush. Night is coming, to bring
coolness and rest to this little far-away bush town

Francis May Brady

The Great Northern Rail
The opening of a transport and communication corridor
from 1870 onward established permanent European
settlement in the Oodnadatta Track region, and the decade
of the 1870s also saw the best run of seasons since the
colony was founded. It was a prosperous time, and
successive South Australian governments spent lavishly
on railway construction.”

“An event in 1915 was to have long-term implications for
the Oodnadatta Track region.  Opal was discovered at
Coober Pedy, in utterly waterless country 150km west of
William Creek.

By the mid 1920s a small community of miners had grown
up around the diggings, served by a track north from
Kingoonya on the Transcontinental Railway. (Nicol 2001,
p.l)

That rough track would eventually become the highway
to Darwin, superseding all rail and road traffic through
Oodnadatta.”

The Oodnadatta Track Heritage Survey - 2001

Paul Heywood-Smith and his wife Edie Bransbury
were both familiar with the ‘legal scene’

at Coober Pedy

In 2020 grandson, Paul Heywood-Smith and his wife Edie
Bransbury retraced the route of the Great Northern Rail
finally catching a glimpse of life as it may have been at
the turn of the century when Paul’s grandparents took
over the general store and post office at Oodnadatta (pre-
WW1: 28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918)   It was during
this time (1915) that Opal was discovered at Coober Pedy.

Edie was the photographer on their journey of discovering
the Frances May Brady journey, and here agrees to tell
her own experiences at neighbouring Coober Pedy during
the 80’s through to the 2000’s working in the Court system,
where she witnessed a life and conditions that had virtually
stood still in South Australia’s Far Northern desert   Edie
says, “For me, Coober Pedy was ‘cowboy country’.
Everyone worked hard, fought hard, and played hard –
and in summer there was dust and heat everywhere.”

My visits to Coober Pedy ranged over the late 1980’s,
1990’s and into the early 2000’s. As the Deputy Secretary
of the then Appeals Tribunal (under which the Mining
Warden’s jurisdiction resided), and later as the Registrar
of the Environment, Resources and Development Court
(ERD Court) I would occasionally accompany the Mining
Warden and his staff to Coober Pedy.

The Mining Wardens during those years were: Tony Starke,
Paul McClory (in the early days there were two Wardens);
Pat Amey and Andrew Cannon – names some of the locals
may recall. There were several Mines Department
officers, but the long-serving laconic Alan Morphy was a
standout.

The establishment of Coober Pedy,
opened up new demands for ‘supply’

to the Far North
Among the many new services, the town attracted
regular court circuits ..

May Brady and her Grandson Paul shared a love of sketching and
painting. Paul paused to sketch and paint the William Creek Hotel as

they travelled the route of the former “Great Northern Rail”

I would go to Coober Pedy
once or twice a year on the
Warden’s Circuit, as it was
known.

A circuit meant a week,
flying up in a chartered
plane, accommodation in an
underground hotel, sitting in
the ‘courthouse’ which was
a pretty basic transportable
building behind the police
station adjacent the cells.

In those days there was a
lot of work – read
‘disputes’ – in that
jurisdiction.

For me it was a chance,
excuse really, to get out of
the office – to touch base
with the local police, the
Mines Department
personnel and indeed with
miners who appeared
before the Court.



There were other matters dealt with. Applications for relief
from conditions, or suspensions – eg. to not work during
the hottest months of the year. But it was the claim disputes
and those miners that stuck in my memories. Also, how
well we were all treated when we came to town. For me,
Coober Pedy was ‘cowboy country’. Everyone worked
hard, fought hard, and played hard – and in summer there
was dust and heat everywhere.

But it was fascinating too. Despite sometimes explosive
situations, when the work of the day was done everyone
would get together – the Warden/Magistrate, staff, Mines
Dept personnel, and many miners, not necessarily the ones
that were in court that day.  There were no airs and graces
– when we came to town we were low key. I remember
we dressed casually, otherwise we’d taken to be from
the tax office!!
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The Warden and his staff were always warmly welcomed.
There was no question that they dined alone, or in their
hotel. And given the ethnic diversity of the town – I believe
over 50 different nationalities (?) – the choice of food,
drink, entertainment was as diverse as the characters.
And I don’t recall any of the female staff having paid for
a drink!

I recall too that Court was not always full. In fact, there
were days when no one turned up – generally, but perhaps
understandably, it the party that was about to lose his/her
mining lease that was absent. But then there were times
when NO party turned up!  So, the matter was either
struck out, or adjourned (put off to the next circuit date).
That of course left us with a lot of time on our hands.
And off we’d go. To the Breakaways, which in those
days you could get up close and climb around – as opposed
to now, where there are viewing points, at a distance. Or
we’d go out and visit Crocodile Harry’s. Or simply wander
around the town.

Like Coober Pedy itself, the Warden’s Court has changed.
I don’t think the circuits are nearly as numerous as before,
since the mining activity is nowhere near what it was in
its heyday. And, much of the work is done ‘remotely’ via
written affidavit, on-line, etc.

So, having recently visited, I saw a rather more ‘subdued’
Coober Pedy – bitumen road, kerbing, tourism
infrastructure in the form of a Tourist Information Centre,
many internationals – tourists and young travellers doing
a working stint – quite different from the array of
international miners of the mining ‘boom’ years.

FROM PAGE 5:  There was a bit of PR involved – meeting
and talking with everyone, ensuring that they were
generally satisfied with court, and registry processes (that
were largely conducted out of the city). It was connecting
with what are now, in modern parlance, referred to as
“clients” – a somewhat odd term, given that not everyone
appearing before the Warden was there willingly.

Essentially, the work of the Warden was to deal with all
matters relating to mining. The vast bulk of the work
involved disputes brought either by the miners themselves,
against other miners, or by the Mines Department against
miners for some breach of the (Mining) Act relating to
mining tenements, or claims.

These disputes could get quite heated, often! And
consequences could be serious – a miner could have his
lease revoked; leaving it available to another miner to ‘peg’.
Of course, these miners all knew each other. They often
had contiguous claims. They watched each other
assiduously, making sure they worked the mandatory
times on their claims. From memory, if a miner didn’t
work his claim for 2 weeks, and that could be proven, he
stood to lose the claim.

My dear Friend,

It is Christmas night, the most memory-laden time
of all the year.  You will have received my greeting
ere this, but I know you will be interested to hear of
whom I met yesterday while in the city.  None other
than "Our Mutual Friend", Nicholas Nickleby", he
was running down the steps of "Dombey & Son's"
when we met.  I was delighted to see him looking so
well after all he went through while away from his
homeland.

You will remember when we went to see him off,
with what "Great Expectations" he left these shores.
He seems to have a much saner oulook on life now,
and as he said in "The Battle of Life" one must
expect some knocks and "Hard Times".

He seemed quite jolly and was on his way to meet
"Martin Chuzzlewit" and "David Copperfield" at "The
Old Curiosity Shop".  They intended buying
Christmas boxes for "Little Dorrit" so I went with
him.

We found that David Copperfield had just bought
two lovely "Pictures from Italy" and Martin
Chuzzlewit some really clever "Sketches by Boz".
Nicholas Nickleby chose a very old-looking book
bound in calf, entitled "A Tale of Two Cities".  I
wondered just what I could purchase as I wandered
round.

There is something intensely interesting about an
"Old Curiosity Shop", the very atmosphere breathes
of the past, those various quaint objects displayed,
what tales they could tell, if they could speak, tales
of love, hate, sacrifice, vengeance, greed.

I began to weave a flight of fancy about a beautifully
carved armchair, when in a far corner I saw an old
Grandfather Clock looking at me - old clocks always
had a fascination for me - they said endless things
to me when a boy, after I was in bed.

Have you ever thought that those old clocks that
have stood on stairway in halls and corridors for
a generation or more, are half human?  They tick
away the moments of time as our hearts tick away
the moments of our lives, their hands move, they
make a funny, gurgling noise in their throats when
they are about to chime, like an old man about to
cough they are tempermental, the weather affect
them as it does us, they get run down occasionally,
if over-worked, and so do we, they do not always
tell the truth, do we?

They look so wise as if they knew somthing vital -
think how long they have stood there watching -
they have seen the newly born babe carried down
the stairs to be received with love and rejoicing,
and "May life to kind to you, dear child".  They have
watched the bride glide down in her gown of
glistening white, a love-light in her eyes, a tender
smile on her lips, they watch her as she turns from
the open door and looks back.

Can you not hear the old clock say, "May love and
joy be your all ways", and they have seen amid a
quiet hush the casket of a loved one carried down
those stairs, the old clock watching seems to say,
"May Peace be yours for ever more".  Yes, they
have known all man's story, which is to live, to love,
to die.

I decided I would buy this one and give it to "Little
Dorrit", when a squeaky noice at my side said - "A
very fine clock, Sir, very old. We call it "Master
Humphrey's Clock".  I turned to find at my side a
little old fellow who looked like the carved head of
an umbrella gone yellow with age.  I told him I would
take it, and wondered how I could possibly take it
away then, when Dr. Marigold came hurrying in and
said, "If you fellows come at once I'll take you all
as I am passing "Bleak House", but, hurry, I fear we
are in for a snow storm.

So we managed to get the clock on board and
climbed up when "Oliver Twist" came running up
and asked would we take him too for he had
promised to spend Christmas with "Boots of Holly
Tree Inn", so he climbed up and off we started.  It
was freezing and the snow fell thickly - we were
only too thankful when we arrived at the Inn.

We clustered around the fire - such a fire - is there
anything more cosy and delightful on a winter's day
than a big glowing fire? The very flames that leap
and dance up the chimney seem to bid one welcome
- and the jolly little noises the embers make as they
fall, those clinking, crackling sounds - I love them -
then the pictures one can see in the glowing heart
of the fire.

Martin Chuzzlewit said he could see a mermaid
sitting on a rock with a comb in her hand, but Dr.
Marigold said "there was no time to wait to see if
she combed her hair - that we must finish our hot
punch, or we would never reach "Bleak House"
before dark.  So reluctantly we left and went out
into the snow clad night.

It was almost dark when we reached our destination.
We found Little Dorrit sitting by "The Cricket on the
Hearth" reading "Pickwick Papers" to "Barnaby
Rudge".  Se received us with her usual quiet dignity
and was delighted with the Christmas gifts, tho, I
had a secret feeling she liked my clock best.

Once again we clustered around a jolly and glowing
fire, and told Christmas stories and drank hot
punch. The hours raced by.  When suddenly there
came floating up to us the sound of voices singing,
"A Christmas Carol".

Is there in all the whole wide world any music more
beautiful than human voices singing in perfect
harmony? It is the music that plays on our heart
strings "touching hidden chords of memory,
bringing back scenes both sad and glad".

We listened enraptured until the singers' voices in
all their pulsating beauty faded away into silence,
and almost instanly "The Chimes" rang out from
the old Church Tower - and we knew another
Christmas Day was born.  So we said "Good-bye"
to our Hostess and started on our homeward
journey.

The snow had ceased and some stars were shining
on a white, white world - the scene was breathlessly
lovely - I thought of the star that shone nearly 2,000
years ago, how marvelous it must have been.
Now I must cease.  This is a long letter.  I shall
expect a long one from you, not one of these short
"American Notes" you so often send me.

Adiou from Edwin Drood

A Christmas LetterA Christmas LetterA Christmas LetterA Christmas LetterA Christmas Letter
With apology for the shade of Charles Dickens

by May Heywood Smith (1948)

Edie Bransbury at Oodnadatta 2020
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The Dodge City Roundup
A work of  pure Satire by Minnie Geatter

Opinions/Questions/Comments/Letters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

Morning Darls,  Didn’t I tell you a month or so
back that the rumour about the traffic lights,
pedestrian crossing and Big Roger the dog
catcher being the new lolly pop warden? Well
its happening. Have you seen the new bitumen
road down out the front of Centrelink? Well the
rumour doing the rounds around town is that
there’ll be traffic lights to keep things neat and
tidy and orderly down there.

All the traffic coming to and fro out of the coun-
cil depot and all the pedestrians down at
centrelink is putting too much strain on the main
street. Ive seen it really busy somedays whilst
im waiting at centrelink. Trucks and tractors and
graders making their way out and cars coming
and going. It’s a real bottleneck.  At least the
runway out of CFS headquarters looks really
good now.

Word is, the pedestrian crossing will be going in
at the top of the main street connecting
Cellarbrations to the Roadkill Restaurant so the
chance of anyone getting knocked over and
dropping a box of green tins on the road should
be nil.

I was listening to a couple of mums talking at
the post office the other day about the school
speed humps and they reckon they should be
ready to go by late next year or early 2022 once
the plans are approved by the council, the state
government and the tourist committee.

Apparently council is advertising for a lolly pop
lady or man to hold the fort until the job on the
speed humps gets completed.  Looks like some-
one locally will have a job for a year or two.
The council was going to make that part of Big
Roger’s job but apparently he told them he was
busier than a one armed painter with the crabs
at the moment.

Now we’ve been hearing there is a rogue dog
in town. Big Roger found out from a couple of
the ladies through his TAFE course ‘How to
keep your dog home’ that there is a dog wan-
dering around town without its registration tag
and not on a leash.  The major risk and high
concern that the ladies told Big Roger about
was the immediate impact that this dog could
breed amongst the pure bred population of dogs
and cats in town.

Big Roger told the ladies there’d be no risk with
the dog breeding with the cats but the ladies
were adamant it would because the owners only
let their cats out at night to feed on the native
fauna and flora. They said this dog only roamed
at night and took cover during the day except
when it would make a raid on one of the butcher
shops.

The ladies have called this rogue dog
‘Blacksmith’.   Paul and Thomas at the ‘Town
Butcher’ have hunted it from their back door
more than once but apparently it knocked off a
T-bone from the Wallymart meat fridge the other
day.

Penny and Colin weren’t there but rumour has
it that ‘Blacksmith’ casually strolled past the
normal gathering at the front door and waited
for someone to open a fridge door and helped
himself.  Some tourists were there at the time
and didn’t raise the alarm because they
presumed he was a guide dog for one of the
locals.

Anyway the ladies provided Big Roger with a
description of ‘Blacksmith’ and said he looked
like a cross between a wolf hound, dingo, kelpie,
staffy and pug and had one white eye. They
said he’d be easily recognised in the lights at
night when Big Roger was expected to go on
spotlight patrol and put an end to ‘Blacksmiths’
nocturnal activities.

Speaking of night time activities I told Dags on
the phone the other night there is some clown
driving around at night pushing over the rubbish
bins and a few road signs. The poles are bent at
right angles and makes it very difficult for our
‘Tidy Town’ competition when the locals and
tourists can’t put their rubbish in the bins.  Ive
seen a few people try but they almost fall over
trying to bend down to put stuff in the bins.
Thankfully they haven’t tossed it amongst the
green tins in the dry zone.

Speaking of which it seems to be a lot cleaner
now that Big Roger has got his lead dog ‘Bolter’
showing his team of strays how to retrieve and
bag all the green tins. Apparently the ten cent
refund on each tin collected is enough to keep
six dogs in food for a week. Now that’s what I
call sustainable.

You know Darls, it won’t be long now that the
covid thing will be over and the news can return
to normal reporting things like climate change
and bushfires, sacked politicians and the financial
state of our council and the $30 million dollar
repair bill to our water. Back to normal.

 Apparently, the water at some people’s places,
the hotel and the hospital been about the colour
of pear juice for about two weeks. I wonder
why that is?  Paddy reckons when he’s mayor
he’s going to sort it quick smart. If its still broke
and busted he’d sell it off to the highest bidder.
Water is the the new oil he reckons.

At the Long Bay Retirement Village they talk about the water in New
South Wales and how the states fight over the licence for the River
Murray to water the cotton and almond crops. He said those two lawyers
and two politicians who live there are always talking about it.  Even
though they’re retired they give out a lot of advice to people who ring
them.  They’re really busy Paddy said.

Anyway they told Paddy running water was pretty simple and gave him
some ideas so that when he’s mayor he’s going to sort it.

Speaking of Paddy him and Shags love listening about those stories dear
old Arnie used to tell me. They laugh so hard when I tell them about the
night shift back in the late 60’s and the girlies who came to town when
the boys were on opal.

I told them about the time Arnie told me there was a real character
called Black Peter who lived here. Him and his partner found a lot of
opal and sold a big parcel and decided they needed a break. So they flew
to Adelaide on Opal Air and then caught a flight to Sydney.

Apparently they liked to play cards and loved blondes and they hung out
in Kings Cross and had a bit of a blow out Arnie said.  There were no
casinos in Australia then so they bought a yacht and sailed it to Hong
Kong and camped there for about six months and managed to gamble all
of their money away. They had just enough to sail back to Sydney, sell
the yacht and make their way back to Coobers.

Well I’m off now to see if the new bitumen in front of Centrelink is
ready to drive on yet.   Catch you next time,

Min Geatter
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Coober Pedy residents have in effect been told, that to
resolve community issues involving Native Title they will
need to engage a lawyer and pay for it themselves. The

administrator Tim Jackson has told the town he has no idea
about Native Title.

Earlier this year we had the Tim Haines Anthropologist
version of Native Title (1 or more hours) that included
nothing of any value that was relative to local issues. This
exercise cost us in the vicinity of $8K with no apology
offered by the Administrator for what was perceived  by
a good number of residents, as a waste of time and money.

More recently we had an hour long talk by Nick Llewellyn-
Jones, lawyer from Norman Waterhouse, who said he
charged around $500 per hour, and in my opinion didn’t
resolve anything of a substatial nature, unless individuals
or volunteer groups paid for it themselves!

By hiring lawyers, local government, individuals or volunteer
community organisations (eg Historical Society and
Shooter’s Club) could achieve small scale outcomes at a
cost of around $100 for 10 minutes.(for starters.)

AMYAC is the business entity representing the local
indigenous stakeholders.  AMYAC members are the
traditional owners of this land according to both
Commonwealth and State legislations.  My understanding
is that the AMYAC members are entitled to
“compensation”, at law, because Native Title still exists
in parts of Coober Pedy. The Antakirinja Matu –
Yankunytjatjara claim was first lodged on 14 Nov. 1995.

Compensation, if that is the right word, is determined as
a percentage of the valuation of the town according to
the Valuer General valuations of both businesses and private
dwellings.   The Valuer-General has valued Coober Pedy
at c.$165m for the purposes of levying council land rates.

To arrive at the percentage to which AMYAC is entitled, a
formula is applied which was determined by the High Court
of Australia recently in the appellate case of Timber Creek
(Northern Territory).

The percentage determined, according to the “formula”,
must have been less than 50%  because AMYAC is only
claiming a rumoured amount of c.$90m for the
“extinguishment”.   (a lesser amount may be acceptable?).

Obviously, the state government is the only one with
pockets deep enough to pay out AMYAC, and rightly so
which is why we understand that our local govt
representative needs to jolly up the state govt, on behalf
of the whole town !

I turn now to models of indigenous ownership.

Uluru (Ayer’s Rock); Wilpena Pound or Chalet in the
Flinders Ranges; and, query. Simpson Desert/Birdsville
in Qld. are very fine examples of indigenous corporations

(like AMYAC) acquiring assets – in lock step with territory
and state governments – and using the income stream
derived thereby (from tourism and hospitality) to advance
the cause of their members and enhance the value of the
assets.

That is to say, that these business arrangements are a
movement towards economic independence and self
sufficiency for First Nation’s people. Reconciliation is also
assisted.

Such schemes, as the above, could be implemented here
in Coober Pedy and seem to be what the government has
in mind given the relevant legislative framework.

For a buyer, meaning the government on behalf of the
indigenous peoples, Coober Pedy is truly ripe for the
picking(s). Many businesses want out.

The following have been been sold: Lucas Supermarket;
the Miner’s Store and BP Petrol Station; Desert Traders;
the Tyre Centre; OME; the Big Winch; and, the
Underground Restaurant and John’s Pizza Bar, to name
the majority of sales.

The Underground Art Gallery,  Stuart Range Caravan Park
and Opal Inn to name a few are presently on the market.

Such a wholesale transfer of ownership could be a win/
win situation for indigenous and non-indigenous
communities alike, if properly and fairly managed.   We
are now into serious Time-On... ie   The native title claim
was resolved the 11 May 2011 !!

The Administrator Tim Jackson is already on record as
saying that Coober Pedy’s No. 1 industry is “government
services” by which he means, presumably, aboriginal
services. (I have been called ‘racist” for saying less, inside
council meetings.)

If AMYAC; the DCCP or, Ministers for Aboriginal Affairs,
state and federal, disagree with my assessment, on what
could be a ‘Great Leap Forward’ for Coober Pedy, I invite
them to engage in a civilised public debate in this forum.

Turning now to small scale Native Title outcomes, both
the Shooter’s Club and the Historical Society can enter
into their own ILUA’s with AMYAC, albeit for an unknown
fee, of which volunteers bear the cost!

In the case of the Shooter’s Club they need a large tract
of undeveloped land beyond the targets for reasons of
safety.  Hypothetically this arrangement could cost around
$50K !

The Historical Society are seeking the right from AMYAC
to name an ungazetted  road, Berrington Drive (part of

OPINION: Residents “fobbed off”
with expensive Native Title remedies

the old William Creek Road).  According to the DCCP
Administrator, this could easily be facilitated by an
applicant approaching a competent Native Title lawyer.
It doesn’t have to be council’s lawyer but a lawyer of
their own choice. I personally thought this suggestion to
be disingenuous.

The real question is who picks up the tab for legal fees
and compensation?  And if it is the ratepayer on behalf of
community interests, will that be reimbursed in the future
when the State Government finally settles the Coober Pedy
town-wide ILUA?

Is it reasonable for the DCCP to expect the Shooter’s
Club and Historical Society volunteer committes to cover
those expenses personally?

It is my view that the potential applicants were fobbed
off.   I hold that this response to the community’s concerns
over Native Title issues was a cop-out and insulting to
local ratepayers. I recall the Administrator mentioning on
a few occasions that he knew nothing of Native Title.

Given the importance of Native Title to Coober Pedy we
are left wondering why the State Government wasn’t more
job specific in it’s selection process for an administrator.

In my opinion it has cost our town upward of $8000K to
achieve nothing.  Funds that might have assisted the
community achieve their goals, have in my opinion been
squandered on ‘consultants’.

Independently, AMYAC have benefited by the ILUA over
the mining field to the extent of stopping mining on at
least 50% of the Precious Stones Fields around Coober
Pedy.  AMYAC negotiated creeks and escarpments, to
their credit. These areas in particular have greater tourism
potential - surely a plus for aboriginal eco-tourism.

When there is a final determination under the Timber Creek
formula, should the surrendering of the Kanku-
Breakaways and Precious Stones Fields be used as offsets?

A model of success closer to home is The Kanku-
Breakaways Conservation Park.  This ILUA has been
settled and country controlled by  the AMYAC Co-Managed
Board aptly chaired by Ms Chevahn Hoad, Executive
Officer; is operating beneficially for local indigenous.

Another offset to be considered is the forced sacrifice of
licence-holders to freehold their land.  Many of whom
have made improvements that cannot be fully realised in
a sale because of the native title encumbrance.  A short
term solution to this stalemate was not forthcoming from
either Tim Haines Anthropologist or from Nick Llewellyn-
Jones lawyer at Norman Waterhouse Lawyers.

The town is at an impass because of unresolved Native
Title issues  and the Government seems reluctant to assist.
This begs the usual question -  Not enough votes?

LETTERS; COMMENTS; OPINIONS

Opinion:  Local ratepayer, BC Trueman  -  banned from attending council meetings,
and from asking questions

All people travelling to SA must complete the Cross Border Travel Registration
form here: https://forms.police.sa.gov.au/Runtime/Runtime/Form/
CrossBorderTravel/

It is acknowledged that many restrictions still apply, but they are critical in dealing
with the spread of COVID-19.

All existing directions, frequently asked questions and other information can be
found here: https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

For further information please call the SA COVID-19 Information Line on 1800
253 787 between the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the SA
Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

Updated COVID-19 Directions 2020- Cross Border Travel No 19

20 Nov 2020 8:02pm

An update has been made to the Cross Border restrictions in South Australia.

The Emergency Management (Cross Border Travel No 18) (COVID-19) Direction
2020 has been revoked and replaced by the Emergency Management (Cross Border
Travel No 19) (COVID-19) Direction 2020. This new Direction comes into effect
as of 0001 Sunday 22 November 2020.

The following change has been made to the Cross Border Travel Direction in South
Australia:

Commercial Transport and Freight Services operators are no longer required to
produce to an authorized officer evidence of a COVID-19 test or test result relating
to a test undertaken within the preceding 7 days and is not required or in future.

This new Direction comes into effect as of 0001 Sunday 22 November 2020.
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Covid-19 DIRECTIONS

The Emergency Management (Residential Aged Care Facilities No
13) (COVID-19) Direction 2020 has been revoked and replaced by
the Emergency Management (Residential Aged Care Facilities No 14)
(COVID-19) Direction 2020. This new Direction came into effect as
at 6.25pm Saturday 21 November 2020.

The following changes have been made to the Residential Aged Care
Direction in South Australia:
•  A prescribed authorised officer can declare a prescribed self-
quarantine period in relation to an outbreak at a particular Residential
Aged Care Facility if a single confirmed case of COVID-19 exists in a
resident, staff member or frequent attendee of that facility.
•  Once the facility is declared as a prescribed Residential Aged Care
Facility with a confirmed COVID-19 case a resident must not leave
the premises unless for urgent medical or dental treatment, transfer to
hospital, to another aged care facility with prior approval or in order to
self-quarantine at another location with prior approval.

• If a resident leaves the facility to quarantine at
another location they must remain quarantined
and segregated from other people unless seeking
care. A person who has close contact with the
resident must also remain at the approved location
and also quarantined and segregated from other
people. Some close contact with a family member
residing at the same premises is permitted to
provide food and essential care. Close contact is
deemed to be within 1.5 metres for 15 minutes
or longer or in an enclosed space for 2 hours or
more.

*Note- the information above only highlights the
key  changes made and does not reflect all
requirements under the Residential Aged Care
Facilities No 14. Members of the public and
Essential Travellers are encouraged to see the
full direction for further information and contact
their relevant Aged Care Provider.

All existing directions, frequently asked questions
and other information can be found here: https://
w w w. c o v i d - 1 9 . s a . g o v. a u / e m e rg e n c y -
declarations

If you require further information you can call
the SA COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253
787 between the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per
week or go to the SA Health website at
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au  or www.sa.gov.au/
covid-19

The Emergency Management (Cross Border
Travel No 18) (COVID-19) Direction 2020 has
been revoked and replaced by the Emergency
Management (Cross Border Travel No 19)
(COVID-19) Direction 2020. This new Direction
comes into effect as 12:01am on Sunday 22
November 202

The Direction provides updates after South
Australia’s Stay at Home period. The changes
are minor and restrictions under the previous
Direction largely apply.

The following change has been made to the Cross
Border Travel Direction in South Australia:
• Commercial Transport and Freight Services
operators are no longer required to produce to an
authorized officer evidence of a COVID-19 test
or test result relating to a test undertaken within
the preceding 7 days and is not required or in
future.

*Note- the information above only highlights the
changes key made and does not reflect all
requirements under the Cross Border Travel No
19 Direction. Members of the public and Essential
Travellers are encouraged to see the full direction
for further information.

It is acknowledged that many restrictions still
apply, but they are critical in dealing with the
spread of COVID-19.

All existing directions, frequently asked questions
and other information can be found here: https://
w w w. c o v i d - 1 9 . s a . g o v. a u / e m e rg e n c y -
declarations

If you require further information you can call
the SA COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253
787 between the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per
week or go to the SA Health website at
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au  or www.sa.gov.au/
covid-19

Updates have been made to the Residential
Aged Care Direction in South Australia.

Updates to the cross-border
travel restrictions for those

entering South Australia.
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EDUCATION

Updates have been made to the public activities
restrictions in South Australia.

The Emergency Management (Public Activities No 11)
(COVID-19) Direction 2020 has been revoked and
replaced by the Emergency Management (Public
Activities No 12) (COVID-19) Direction 2020. This new
Direction comes into effect as of 0001 Sunday 22
November 2020.

The Direction provides updates after South Australia’s
Stay at Home period. The changes are minor and
restrictions under the previous Direction largely apply.

The following change has been made to the Public
Activities Direction in South Australia:

    Gymnasiums, health clubs, fitness centres, yoga,
barre and spin facilities, dance and pilates studios, boot
camps and other personal training activities (indoors and
outdoors) can operate.
    Retail shopping hours will return to normal as of
12.01am on Sunday 22 November 2020.

The following restrictions and provisions are in place
and carried over from the previous Direction:

Density Provisions- The total number of people
present at a place must not exceed 1 person per 4 square
metres.

Gathering Provisions- The following gathering
provisions apply:

•     Onsite purchase and consumption of food and
beverages- 100 people maximum and no more than 10
people at each table.
•     Funerals- 50 people maximum
•     Weddings- 150 people maximum and registration
of all guests with SA Health.
•     Religious ceremonies (not including a wedding or
funeral)- 100 people maximum
•     Private gatherings- 50 people maximum
•     Private residence- 10 people per house (unless
more than 10 people permanently reside at the residence)

Consumption of Food and Beverages-  Food and
beverages which are served for consumption at venues
(including pubs, cafes, clubs, restaurants, wineries, etc.)
must be consumed whilst seated both indoors and
outdoors. The total number of persons on a table must
not exceed 10 people per group.

Sports and Recreational Activities-  All recreation
centres, trampoline and play cafes must close.
Community sports training and games are no longer

permitted regardless of whether the activity is conducted
indoors or outdoors. Outdoor fitness and recreation
activities such as boot camps as well as swimming for
fitness or rehabilitation purposes are still permitted.

Public Entertainment- Public entertainment venues
are restricted to 1 person per 4 square metres. This
applies to venues such as; live concerts/theatre/
performance venues, cinemas, galleries/museums/public
institutions, public historical sites, zoos/wildlife/animal
parks or any other place of entertainment that is open
to members of the public.

Personal Care Activities- People providing personal
care services must wear personal protective equipment
(PPE) if they are providing these services at beauty
and nail salons, tattoo parlours, wellness centres/day spas/
massage parlours, saunas/bathhouses and any other
place which beauty therapy/tanning/waxing/piercing/
body modification takes place.

COVID Management Plans- Activities with approved
COVID Management Plans are suspended for the next
two weeks.

Further COVID-19 Advice
The SA Government has released updated COVID-19
advice due to the Parafield cluster. Please note the
following are recommended but do not form part of a
formal directive at this point in time.

Working from home-  South Australian residents
should work from home where possible.

Vulnerable people- Vulnerable people are advised to
stay at home and avoid having visitors at the moment.

Travel- Unnecessary travel is discouraged.

Wearing of masks- South Australian residents should
wear a mask when physical distancing of 1.5m cannot
be observed, e.g. on public transport.

It is acknowledged that many restrictions still apply, but
they are critical in dealing with the spread of COVID-
19.

All existing directions, frequently asked questions and
other information can be found here: https://www.covid-
19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

For further information please call the SA COVID-19
Information Line on 1800 253 787 between the hours of
9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the SA Health
website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or
www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

Updated COVID-19
Directions 2020 – Public

Activities No 12
This new Direction comes into effect as of 0001 Sunday 22 November 2020.

Jordan Hogan, a Yankunytjatjara boy, from the APY
lands, provided the inspiration for the creation of this
new book when he became a student at the Coober
Pedy Area School.

The educational book entitled Jordan’s Alphabet My
Way; Yankunytjatjara – English Lettering Book was
officially launched at the Coober Pedy Area School
Assembly, held in the school gym on Wednesday, 18th.
November,  in celebration of NAIDOC week, 2020.

Author, Karen Jones, an SSO at CPAS, improvised
language and strategies that engaged children in the art
and skill of letter formation.  Ms Jones said, “The children
had fun, experienced success and could recall the
instructions later.”

“Coober Pedy landscape photos have been added to
highlight the uniqueness of this remote, South Australian,
opal mining township”, said Ms Jones.

EDUCATIONAL
BOOK

LAUNCHED FOR
NAIDOC WEEK:

“Jordan’s
Alphabet My

Way”

Jordan Hogan features on the cover of  “Jordan’s
Alphabet My Way”

Images of children provide delight and drama to its pages.
And ‘uwa’ … words from the Yankunytjatjara language
feature also.

Ms Jones has extended a huge thank you to local resident
Debby Clee for manipulating her work into the most
delightful images.  She also says, “Thank you to Bella
and Erin Pryce for your huge donation towards printing
costs, and to many others for your much valued
contributions”.

This is an educational and instructional book about letter
recognition, letter sounds, and letter formation – Jordan’s
way.

Acknowledgements inside the book

Mallala Grains
Pet Store

Pick up your
Pet Supplies & SAVE

0417 272 573

1 Balaklava Road Mallala

Wed & Thurs 10am - 4.30pm

Sat 10am - 12pm

Please message before you come
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CULTURE/EDUCATION

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS MAN CROSSES
THE LINE FIRST IN HISTORIC MARATHON

South Australian and Aboriginal man, Peter Miller-
Koncz, was given the honour of crossing the line

first in the historic Alice Springs midnight
marathon at the weekend.

Miller-Koncz completed his first marathon after only
starting out training for the 42.195km distance from
scratch within the last six months.

The 29-year-old had been named in the Indigenous
Marathon Project (IMP) team only last month to run under
a full moon.

The location was shifted this year for the first time after
the New York City Marathon was cancelled.

The 10-year anniversary of the IMP program proved fitting
that it returned to Alice Springs where it all started in
2010 for this marathon.

Miller-Koncz said the entire experience of running on
country is one that he will never forget.

“It was all so surreal – it still hasn’t quite sunk in yet, to
be honest,” he said.

After the marathon that day he walked up to them and
said I told you so.”

“hey had been trailing his progress for several months
in Adelaide through social media, leading right up to the
marathon.

“Thinking of all my friends and family back home in
South Australia, but especially in the small community
town that I grew up in, just knowing most of them are
following me sat in the back of my head and pushed me
along the way as well,” Miller-Koncz said.

“It was a big motivation for me.”

The IMF is a health promotion charity using running to
changes lives and create inspirational Indigenous leaders,
and is supported by the Commonwealth Department of
Health, and generous donations and supporters.

His 14-year-old son Jaikye was a constant support down
the stretch of the marathon while his six-year-old Jaicobe
patiently waited at the finish to present dad with his medal.

The younger son was not surprised to witness dad cross
the line in front of any of the other squad members.

“I know it wasn’t about winning, but my youngest son
said something cheeky on that day swimming down the
pool to one of the deadly runners,” Miller-Koncz said.

“He told them my dad will come across the finish line
first tonight. He had a bit of a cheek on him then, but
really it was a bit of a laugh.”

Jokes aside, Miller-Koncz said well-wishers from his
hometown of Kooniba, near Ceduna, were always in his
thoughts as he run through the darkness of the night.

“They were like your dad and Zak (Stephenson) are about
the same pace and he was like, ‘Well, you just watch’.

“Just being out there, being present in the moment was
the best.”

Miller-Koncz crossed the line through his desert course
at Simpsons Gap, west of Alice Springs, in a time of four
hours, 13 minutes and 58 seconds.

The Wirangu, Kokatha, Mirning and Ngarrindjeri man said
the run was not without some troubles, but he blitzed
through any discomfort to a rousing ovation.

He was one of 12 Indigenous men and women to complete
the marathon.

“I enjoyed the run pretty much most of the way until I hit
about 40 kilometres where I ended up getting a massive
cramp in my hamstring,” Miller-Koncz said.

“I was holding in there for a little bit and I had my eldest
son there, and one of the grads there Shane Cook.”

“I almost fell over at one stage and Shane sort of caught
me from behind because I was nearly hopping on one
foot about to fall over because my legs were so heavy.”

“He held me up from behind for a bit to try and stretch
that cramp out, so I just pushed through the pain really.”

“I actually thought I done my hamstring my pushed
through to the finish line, so it was real special to cross
the line at the end with my son, knowing it was the longest
he’s run as well.”

Peter Miller-Koncz a Wirangu, Kokatha, Mirning and Ngarrindjeri man crossed the line first in
the historic Alice Springs midnight marathon at the weekend

The House Standing Committee on Employment, Education and Training has today
tabled the report of its inquiry into the education of students in remote and complex
environments.

Committee Chair, Mr Andrew Laming MP, said the ‘inquiry examined how education
meets the learning needs of students in regional, rural and remote communities, and
how barriers to education can be overcome.’

‘The committee was mindful that significant work is being undertaken to address the
issues outlined in this report. While noting the government accepted the findings of
both the Halsey (2018) and Napthine (2019) education reviews, the committee has
recommended that implementation plans be provided to show how the government is
progressing the recommendations and actions proposed by these reviews.’ Mr Laming
said.

The committee made 14 recommendations in total, including measures to:

•     Ensure all Australian students can access secondary school education, to a nationally-
consistent minimum standard, regardless of their geographic location
•     Provide greater opportunities for families and communities to have more say in
how schools apply the Australian Curriculum
•     Ensure that the education available to children and young people with disability in
regional, rural and remote locations is inclusive
•     Improve access to mental health treatment and support in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities

Report tabled: Education in remote and complex environments
•  Improve access to quality early childhood education and care in regional, rural
and remote communities
•     Provide up to 30 hours per week of subsidised early education and care for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
•     Support early learning programs provided through distance education, and
provide greater flexibility and surety in funding for mobile early childhood education
services, and wrap-around models of early intervention, family support, early
childhood education and health care in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities
•     Provide adult literacy campaigns in communities with low levels of adult English
literacy
•     Improve access to English as an Additional Language or Dialect support and
bilingual education for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
•     Support the development and professionalisation of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander education workforce
•     Establish trauma-informed, cultural induction and training programs for educators
working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and
•     Enhance the integration of Australia’s Vocational Education and Training and
Higher Education sectors.

The report can be accessed through the inquiry website.https://www.aph.gov.au/
Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Employment_Education_and_Training/
RemoteEducation
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES

* Supplying and Installing custom designed Solar and Off
Grid Solar systems for the Outback

* Specifically supplying quality equipment with industry
leading Warranties to provide Solar Energy to your Home

and Business

* Australian owned and operated Solar Company

* Multiple ways to start saving today, lease, rent or buy.
No Upfront Payment

* Delivery and Full Installation by Professional Clean Energy
Council Accredited Designer and Installer

OUTBACK SOLAR SOLUTIONS
          By

GIVE US A CALL TODAY
TO START SAVING

Wigan Energy   /   www.wigan.com.au
anthony@wigan.com.au   /   0407 675 569

SOLAR  SYSTEMSPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

1363OP_1171

WOOMERA PROHIBITED AREA
RANGE ACTIVITY WARNING NOTICE

The Department of Defence is scheduled to conduct testing in the Woomera Prohibited Area 

(WPA) between 05 December and 06 December 2020. Access to travel on the Stuart Highway 

will be suspended between Ingomar (S29.30515°, E134.97338°) and North of Glendambo 

near Lake Ross (S30.91585° E135.69972°) for up to 12 hours. It is anticipated there will be 

one (1) suspension during this period, however, due to the nature of the activity, additional 

contingency closures may be required.

On road closure day/s, uniformed Defence personnel will staff the road closure points to 

prevent access. In addition, roadside electronic signage will be in place just outside 

Glendambo and Coober Pedy to advise the public if the road will be closed on the day. 

Travellers are advised to ensure they have adequate provisions to accommodate any  

closure periods.

The WPA is declared as a Prohibited Area under Defence Force Regulations 1952 and the 

Woomera Prohibited Area Rule 2014. Permits are required for access to the WPA other than 

for those areas covered by a standing permission or for those persons/entities classified as 

existing users under the Defence Force Regulations 1952.

Members of the public travelling through the WPA via the Stuart Highway are reminded that 

this road forms part of the prohibited area and that they are not to deviate from it.

Other roads and tracks entering the WPA are signposted to the effect that the WPA is a 

prohibited area and no person shall enter or remain therein without proper authorisation. It is 

an offence under Section 72TC of the Defence Act 1903 for a person to be present in the WPA 

without permission. The penalty for an offence is imprisonment for two years or 120 penalty 

points or both.

Members of the public traversing the WPA via the Anne Beadell Highway are reminded that, in 

addition to a permit being required from Range Operations Woomera on 1300 972 335, 

permits are also required from:

Maralinga Tjarutja Lands & Mamungari Conservation Park

PO Box 435

CEDUNA SA 5690

Phone: (08) 8625 2946

Tallaringa Conservation Park

Department for Environment Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs

9 Mackay Street

PORT AUGUSTA SA 5700

Phone: (08) 8648 5300

There may be some items such as cylindrical rocket motor cases and nozzles, flat rectangular 

pieces of metal, spherical tanks, military projectiles or unexploded ammunition encountered 

in the WPA. If any unusual item is encountered, it must not be handled as it may be extremely 

dangerous and could cause serious injury or death. Note the description and location of the 

item and report it to the Pastoral Station Manager or the Range Operations Office Woomera 

on 1300 972 335.

Enquiries in relation to the use of, or entry into the WPA should be directed to:

Air Force Test Ranges

Range Operations Office Woomera

PO Box 157

WOOMERA SA 5720

Phone: 1300 972 335

Email: woomera.enquiries@defence.gov.au

Keep the Outback
beautiful
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COMING EVENT 6 DECEMBER

By Sezen Bakan

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s (JAXA) Hayabusa2
sample-return capsule, which may lead to answers to the
origin of life on Earth, will land in Woomera, South
Australia on December 6.

The capsule contains samples collected from primordial
asteroid Ryugu, which scientists think may give insight
into how Earth became habitable.

The sample-return capsule will be collected from Woomera
Prohibited Area (WPA), a desert area commonly used for
rocket testing approximately 450 kilometres northwest
of Adelaide, South Australia.

Dr Masaki Fujimoto, deputy director general of JAXA’s
Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, said the
samples could confirm the theory that Earth was originally
very dry due to its proximity to the sun and gained water
from other planetary bodies that were born in the outer
part of the solar system.

Fujimoto said Ryugu would be similar to these bodies.

“Unless those [bodies] brought water to this planet, our
planet would have stayed super dry, like in Woomera.
Then we wouldn’t be here today,” said Dr Fujimoto.

Dr Fujimoto expected the samples collected from Ryugu
will contain organic matter and possibly water, both
“essential materials for the origin of life” on Earth.

He also said observations during Hayabusa2’s rendezvous
with Ryugu suggested that the substance of Ryugu’s
surface appeared “flaky”.

“It doesn’t look like any rock…it looks very porous. So,
our very reasonable expectation is that it’s going to be a
material that no one has ever touched before,” Fujimoto
said.

“If it had come close to Earth it would have broken into
pieces. It would have become ashes, or dust. It wouldn’t
remain as an identifiable entity. So, it must be something
we haven’t touched before.

“It’s something to be studied for the first time ever.”

Coober Pedy, the most accessible
place to view the Hyabusa 2 fireball

re-enter earth’s atmosphere

Dr Fujimoto said the Hayabusa2 spacecraft will deploy
the 40-centimetre diameter capsule in the evening of
December 5.

Once the capsule enters the atmosphere above Woomera
around 4:00am on December 6, it will be able to be seen
as a fireball in the sky for approximately 90 seconds.

Dr Fujimoto said the South Australian town of
Coober Pedy would be the most accessible place for

people to see the fireball.

The capsule will deploy a parachute to land safely once it
reaches an altitude of 10 kilometres, and a beeping beacon
signal will help the JAXA team find its location, which
they will confirm from a helicopter.

A team of approximately five will then drive to the landing
spot to retrieve the capsule, escorted by the Australian
Department of Defence and Trevor Ireland, professor of
planetary science at the Australian National University who
will act as the official international witness.

The capsule will then be transported to Japan via a
chartered flight, where it will be opened and the amount
of sample material collected will be confirmed for the
first time.

Dr Fujimoto said the sample will undergo testing to prove
it is space material and not earth material such as “sand
from Woomera”, before being catalogued.

Hayabusa2 spacecraft on-asteroid-Akihiro Ikeshita JAXA

Above: Replica of Hayabusa's sample-return
capsule (SRC) used for re-entry.

Hayabusa2's capsule is of the same size,
measuring 40 cm (16 in) in diameter and will

deploy a parachute. (Wikipedia)

Graphic: JAXA

Left:
Hayabusa-2 reentry

capsule unit and
parachute



SNAKES OF THE GREATER
COOBER PEDY REGION

Keeping the community informed

How Should A Snake
Bite Be Treated?

Snake venom does not move in the bloodstream as many people assume.
It moves in tiny lymphatic vessels under the skin. This means it is
comparatively easy to restrict its movement and to delay onset of

symptoms for many hours.

Bites by Australian snakes should be treated like bites by any other snake.

• A pressure immobilisation bandage should be applied immediately. It will apply
pressure over a wide area of the bitten limb. Bandage the limb about as firmly as you would
a sprained ankle. An elastic bandage is ideal for this. Do not cut off the blood flow!

• Place the bandage over the bite and wrap the limb, first away from the heart, then
back towards the heart. The finished bandage should reach from just above the fingers or
toes as far up the limb as possible with the available materials.

• The limb should be immobilised using a splint. The person should avoid any
movement. If help is far away someone needs to go and get help. The person who got bitten
must not attempt to walk!

•     Do not wash the bite. Venom on the skin is needed to positively identify the snake
and administer the correct antivenin.
•     Do not cut bitten area.
•     Do not suck venom out of wound.
•     Do not use a constrictive bandage/tourniquet.
•     Do not try to catch the snake.

What Should I Do If I See A Snake?
Do the same as if it were any other Australian animal, say a dingo or kangaroo?
Stand still, try not to scare it off, and then creep closer to take a good photo of it.

Snakes will quickly disappear as soon as it senses you, just like a dingo or kangaroo
will.

Avoid doing anything that might threaten or scare the snake. If a snake feels cor-
nered it may bite to defend itself. Trying to corner a big male red kangaroo is not
advisable either!   Any animal that feels threatened will defend itself as best as it can,
not just Australian snakes.

Most snake bites happen when people try to catch or kill snakes.

Snakes are generally looking for water, so bathrooms or wet areas a likely place.
Give the snake way out, and keep a dish of water somewhere away from the house.
Take a photo so you can identify it later.

Coober Pedy is home to some highly venomous species of snake as well as many
weakly venomous or non venomous species.

The species classed as "weakly venomous" are completely harmless to people
because their venom is incredibly weak or has no affect on people.

Even the highly venomous species are only dangerous if provoked and will always
attempt to flee if given the chance.

It is illegal by South Australian Law to interfere with or kill any native reptile
(including snakes) and heavy fines and prison time are some of the penalties if
found guilty.
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SUNDAYS
GOLF 1pm Teeoff
.

What’s On
in COOBER PEDY &

*Visiting Services*

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time

COOBER PEDY RSL

CFS TRAINING  CFS TRAINING:
Wednesday each fortnight 7-9pm.
Please contact regional office on
08 8642 2399 or
Email: CFSRegion4@sa.gov.au for
more information.

SATURDAYS

Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm

FRIDAYS
Greek Charcoal BBQ every
Friday at the Greek Hall

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

MINE RESCUE/SES Training is
weekly at  8:00pm on a Wednesday
AND

Every 2nd Saturday of the month
training at 8:30am. Martin Grava
Unit Manager

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna
on 0427649389

CROATION CLUB TBA
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mine Rescue/SES training
weekly at  8:00pm on a
Wednesday  AND every 2nd
Saturday of the month training at
8:30am.

WEDNESDAY

SA schools term
dates 2020

Term 4  12 Oct to 11 Dec

Arid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas Accounting
Audit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & Tax

Richard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard Younger

Mob: 0422 428 850
richard@aaaaat.com.au

We specialise in providing practical,
sound accounting, auditing & tax
services & advice to individuals,

families & businesses

These services include:
• Business Activity
Statements (BAS)
•    Income tax returns
•    Book-keeping
•    Payroll Services
•    Business advice
•    Audit
•     Forming partnerships,
trusts and companies
•  Obtaining Australian
Business Number (ABN)

Office: Business Centre, Hutchison
Street (next to Centrelink)
PO Box 711 Coober Pedy

ACCOUNTANT - COOBER PEDY

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

2020

Christmas Eve Thu, 24 Dec 2020

Christmas Day Fri, 25 Dec 2020

Proclamation Dy Mon, 28 Dec 2020

New Year's Eve Thu, 31 Dec 2020

Supporting “Shop Local at
Coober Pedy”

 WHAT’S ON in the NT?
Darwin International Laksa Festival is back.

Beginning with a Laksa Food Tour from 26 October until 29 November.
Participate in a Laksa Food Tour, visiting participating restaurants to taste and
vote for your favourite laksa dish.  https://laksafestival.nt.gov.au/

Parrtjima is the only authentic Aboriginal light festival of its kind 9 – 18
April 2021.
The annual festival takes over Alice Springs with ten nights of light installations
from a number Aboriginal artists set against the majestic MacDonnell Ranges.
Alongside the artworks you can enjoy a program packed full of live talks, events
and music by local and national musicians. Come for the festival fun, but stay
for the rich history, incredible sightseeing and an authentic, memorable experience
https://northernterritory.com/alice-springs-and-surrounds/events/parrtjima---a-
festival-in-light

Uluru Camel Cup
May | Uluru

All class and no grass – Uluru Camel Cup is like the Melbourne Cup, with some
extra humps thrown in. Enjoy all the racing action and fashion you’d expect
from a trackside event, against a stunning desert backdrop in the Red Centre.

Alice Springs Beanie Festival
June | Alice Springs

Beanies, berets, and toques – they’re all here at the Alice Springs Beanie Festival.
Yep, it’s a whole festival dedicated to knitted headwear in the middle of the
Australian desert. From the flamboyant to the fashion forward, you’re bound to
find a one-of-a-kind piece to keep you warm this winter.

Henley-On-Todd Regatta
August | Alice Springs

No water? No problem! Hosted in a dry riverbed, the Henley-on-Todd Regatta
is as close as you’ll get to a seaside escapade in the desert. Join a team and man
a bottomless ship with your legs, in Flintstones style.

TO BE ADVISED

LAST
Drive-In Movie for 2020

28/11 Trolls world tour (kids)

Gates open 8.00pm
 Movie starts 8.30pm

Canteen has snacks, drinks and popcorn
https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/

See page 16 for posters and more informationSee page 16 for posters and more informationSee page 16 for posters and more informationSee page 16 for posters and more informationSee page 16 for posters and more information
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LAST
Drive-In Movie for 2020

28/11 Trolls world tour (kids)

https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/

Gates open 8pm
 Movie starts 8.30 pm

Canteen has snacks, drinks and popcorn

Adelaide’s Cabaret queen Michaela Burger will perform
her award-winning cabaret show A Migrant’s Son in
Coober Pedy this year. But the show can’t go on without
a community choir.

A Migrant’s Son, which premiered at the 2018 Adelaide
Cabaret Festival, is an extraordinary new work exploring
powerful true stories of Greek migration to Australia in
the 1930s.

Michaela is calling on the local community to bring out
their singing voices as she searches for a choir to add
an extra element to her cabaret.

“It’s a wonderful way to bring the community into the
performance and to hear their beautiful voices together
just lifts the experience,” Michaela said.

The cabaret, written by Michaela, has close connections
with Coober Pedy, where her parents met and where
she was born and raised.

During the 2019 tour, 59 choir members from regional
choirs joined Michaela across four performances.

Choir members relished the experience: “Go for it! It
was a great experience and a privilege to be part of
Michaela Burger’s wonderful performance.”

“I loved it. Michaela is fabulous and Carol was really
good in rehearsing with us. (it was a) great experience
to try something professional.”

“I loved everything about it. I would love to be involved
in something like this again if given the chance.”

FULFILL YOUR SINGING DREAM
Choir call-out for award-winning cabaret

Choir rehearsals will take place in the weeks leading up
to the performances coordinated by a local choir leader.

Choir members will perform in A Migrant’s Son on 27
March, 9pm, Coober Pedy Drive-In.

Everyone who wants to sing or has a background in
singing is encouraged to register their interest with

Country Arts SA’s Creative Communities
Programmer Tammy Hall

tammy.hall@countryarts.org.au   08 8444 0411.

This project has been by the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body.

Adelaide’s Cabaret queen Michaela Burger is set to perform in Coober Pedy in March 2021
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Welcome toWelcome toWelcome toWelcome toWelcome to
Grants  &Grants  &Grants  &Grants  &Grants  &

Opportunities 2020Opportunities 2020Opportunities 2020Opportunities 2020Opportunities 2020

  GRANTS / FUNDING  2020
Environment Restoration
Fund: Wildlife Rescue and

Rehabilitation
 GO ID: GO3558

Agency: Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment

Close Date & Time: 29-Nov-2020 5:00 pm (ACT
Local Time)

The purpose of the program is to provide funding to
support wildlife rehabilitators (including community
wildlife carer organisations, veterinarians, animal hospitals,
zoos, local shelter operators and foster carers), to rescue,
treat and rehabilitate wildlife impacted by bushfires and
return them into suitable natural environments or otherwise
take care of them. It will also support actions to preserve
at-risk populations of threatened species impacted by
destruction of their habitat through bushfire.

The investment will also build organisational and carer
capacity and preparedness to respond to future
emergencies.

Eligibility: You must one of the organisations identified
in Appendix A of the guidelines. You must also be invited
to apply for a grant, have an Australian Business Number
(ABN) and have an account with an Australian financial
institution.

Total Amount Available (AUD): $4,000,000.00
Estimated Grant Value (AUD):
From $5,000.00 to $1,000,000.00

Instructions for Application Submission:  Submit your
application and any required attachments to
BushfireRecovery@environment.gov.au marking it ‘For
Attn: The Contact Officer, Wildlife Recovery and
Rehabilitation grants, BCD.’
https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=e6c382f8-
dcd3-4284-b057-abbd53302fed

 GO ID: GO4068
Agency: Department of Health

Close Date & Time:
18-Dec-2020 5:00 pm

The purpose of the grant opportunity is to provide eligible
aged care providers and agencies with funding to pay
the retention bonus payments to Eligible Aged Care
Workers undertaking direct care services in aged care
residential and/or home care.

The Aged Care Workforce Retention Grant Program (the
program) will run over two financial years from 2019-
20 to 2020-21.

Payments are made payable based on the average weekly
hours worked by the Eligible Aged Care Worker over the
four week period prior to the application date (for the
first grant payment), 31 August 2020 (for the second
payment) and 30 November 2020 (for the third payment)
as follows:

• An Agency/Broker is to apply for Eligible Aged Care
Workers employed by the agency at the relevant Census
Dates.
• A provider of approved residential aged care and/or
approved home care packages can apply for Eligible Aged
Care Workers employed by the provider at the relevant
Census Dates, including those who are working across
multiple locations for the one provider.

Eligibility: We can only accept applications from:

- Australian Government funded:
 - Approved Residential Aged Care Providers;
 - Approved Home Care Providers;
 - State / Local Government Approved Residential Aged
Care and/or Home Care Providers;
 - Multipurpose Service Providers;
 - Providers delivering aged care services under the
Commonwealth National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Flexible Aged Care Program.

For more detail: https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/
S h o w ? G o U u i d = d f 4 a 0 6 7 d - 9 5 5 6 - d f 6 3 - 7 f a a -
8380b146dc46

Aged Care Workforce
Retention

ROUND 2 OF REGIONAL AIR-
PORTS PROGRAM - OPEN

 An Australian Government program to ensure
regional communities remain safely connected to
people, goods and new opportunities via the skies

is now open.

 Round 2 of the Regional Airports Program is part of the
Australian Government’s commitment to enhancing the
accessibility and safety of regional airports and aerodromes
across Australia.

 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure,
Transport and Regional Development Michael
McCormack said the latest funding would continue to
assist regional airports to complete essential upgrades.

“Regional airports provide a vital link for regional
communities, facilitating the delivery of essential goods
and services such as food supplies, health care and
passenger air services,” Mr McCormack said.

“Our commitment of $100 million over four years from
2019-2020 to 2022-23 will ensure the owners and
operators of regional airports can deliver improved safety
and capability, including upgraded runways, taxiways, as
well as new fencing, navigational aids and lighting.”

Mr McCormack said airport safety and access works
were already under way through Round 1 of the program,
with $41.2 million approved in June this year towards 61
projects at regional airports.

“We have worked with industry to change the guidelines
so that small local government and Indigenous
corporations with projects of $300,000 or less can now
seek funding for 100 per cent of eligible project costs,
helping to deliver essential works at a time it is needed
most while supporting local employment opportunities,”
Mr McCormack said.

Applications for Round 2 will remain open until 15
December 2020, providing communities the time needed
to develop strong proposals.

 The guidelines are available at https://business.gov.au/rap

Open for applications —
Veteran and Community

Grants
 The Australian Government is inviting ex-service
organisations (ESOs), or non-ESOs working in partnership
with an ESO, to apply for grant funding under the Veteran
and Community Grants Program from 3 November 2020
to 29 January 2021.

The objective of the program is to maintain and improve
the independence and quality of life for members of the
Australian veteran community by providing funding for
projects that sustain or enhance health and wellbeing.

The intended outcomes of the program are to deliver
projects that:

•     are sustainable and have an ongoing benefit for
members of the Australian veteran community
•     increase opportunities for members of the Australian
veteran community to engage in social and community
activities and/or improve health behaviours and support
healthy places.

PLEASE NOTE: There have been a number of changes
to the Veteran and Community Grants Program for 2020-
21, including changes to the eligibility criteria, maximum
grant value, and considerations for grants activities in the
COVID-19 environment. Please ensure you read the Grant
Opportunity Guidelines carefully before filling out an
application form.

 Applications close at 11.00 pm AEDT on 29 January
2021.

Information about applying for this round can be found
on the Community Grants Hub website and GrantConnect.

Open for applications —
Department of Social

Services grants

Open for applications — Information, Linkages and
Capacity Building Economic and Community Participation
Program – Economic Participation Grant Opportunity
2020-21

The Australian Government is inviting organisations via
an open competitive grant process to apply to deliver
services under the Information, Linkages and Capacity
Building Program’s Economic Participation (EP) grant
opportunity 2020-21. The Economic and Community
Participation Program aims to increase the social and
economic participation, including employment outcomes,
of people with disability.

Applications close at 11:00 pm AEDT on 8 December
2020.

Information about applying for this round can be found
here:
https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=87dff155-
844a-4e92-903b-499c46218cab

https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=90d17f31-
67bb-44c9-9452-94c1beb37ded

Open for applications

Continuity of Support for the
National Auslan Interpreter

Booking and Payment
Service program

The Australian Government is inviting applications in an
open competitive process to apply to deliver services under
the Continuity of Support (CoS) for the National Auslan
Interpreter Booking and Payment Service (NABS) program
from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2022.

Applications close at 11:00 pm AEDT on 27 March 2020.

Information about applying for this round can be found
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/national-
auslan-interpreter-booking-and-payment-service-program

CommBank Cricket Club
Sponsorship

Each year the Commonwealth Bank supports grassroots
cricket and offer local clubs the chance to apply for one
two-year sponsorships.

If successful, you can receive $2,000 per year, brand
new cricket equipment and CommBank gear.

For further details visit: https://www.commbank.com.au/
about-us/opportunity-initiatives/opportunity-from-
community/cricket.html?ocid=48649990
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Community/Volunteer Event

Coober Pedy Shooter Club welcomes all new members, visitors and Sponsors
If you don’t have a firearm, come along & our members will assist you with all

enquiries.
Minimum age for shooting at the club is 10 yrs (Rifles and Air Pistol)

& 14 yrs (Pistols).

As you may be aware, the Premier has announced new restrictions in South Australia from
MIDNIGHT WEDNESDAY 18/11/2020. This includes;

•      Suspension of all indoor and outdoor sport training and competition (for two weeks
initially)
•      Closure of gyms and recreation centres
•      Closure of play cafes and trampoline venues (eg: Bounce)
•      Private gatherings at licenced venues capped at 50
•      Hospitality venues capped at 100 with distancing requirements returning to 1 person per
4 square metres
•      Outdoor, non-contact boots camps/personal training can proceed
•      Those events requiring a Covid Management Plan are suspended
•      No stand-up alcohol consumption allowed at licensed venues – even outdoors

Police Commissioner Stevens is currently compiling the Directions which will be posted here -
https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

IN COMPLIANCE WITH CURRENT COVID-19
DIRECTIONS THE COOBER PEDY SHOOTERS CLUB IS

CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

The Christmas break-up is currently
scheduled for 12th December

HOWEVER, the event may be cancelled at anytime!

If there are any changes due to COVID-19 directions from
State Government in December,

you will be updated
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