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SHIRLEY WILLIAMS LOCAL COOBER
PEDY RESIDENT IS STILL MISSING

The Williams family appealing to anyone near or far to come forward with news of Shirley.
Shirley Williams has not been home since attending a medical checkup at the Coober Pedy Hospital on Monday 28th December 2020.

Shirley was sighted around the town a number of times on Thursday 31st January before she disappeared

Shirley Williams aged 73 and suffering from the
onset of dementia did not return home after a
medical check up at Coober Pedy Hospital on
Monday 28th December 2020 onward but was
sighted twice on Thursday 31 December 2020

During that morning Shirley was seen in the Catacomb
Road area; at the Kempe Road creek area; and during that
afternoon she was seen “walking purposefully west”on
the 17 Mile Road, near the corner of Kempe Road
(Oodnadatta Road). Temperatures for those three days
was high.

On Friday 1 January, daughter Jillian Williams requested
assistance from the police for her missing mother.  The
Williams family and friends had already begun their own
search of the local area, but said there were too few of
them searching such a large district.

Saturday morning 2 January the family appealed to the
community for help in their search via the Coober Pedy
Regional Times FB page. The search involved tracking
the mother's small foot-prints along the side of 17 Mile
Road and along a dirt road that led to an area known as
Crocodile Harry's, or the Kenda Flat Opal Field.

The Williams family and close friends set out on Saturday
morning to continue their search with local resident Jason
Wright who volunteered with his dirt bike and a drone.

Saturday afternoon 2 January saw the arrival of a police
initiated search plane at Coober Pedy.

Sunday morning 3 January Police enlisted the support of
local Emergency Service crews and followed leads that
the family and locals had recommended including Ryan's
Hill, Flat Hill Road, Coober Pedy Area School, Kenda Flat
Opal Field, Dead Horse Gully Field and a number of other
locations.

Jillian Williams (daughter of Shirley) issued the following
statement expressing the family’s gratitude for offers of
assistance. “We would like to thank all of those people
who offered to join our search on Saturday and those who
have come forward with information.”

“We have a further request and that is, if people are aware
of abandoned houses, buildings or sheds, please take the
time to have a look.  Shirley was in the habit of stopping
to look at old memorabilia and might have taken shelter,
fallen asleep or had an accident.”

“Also if you could check any old open cuts, dugouts that
may be empty or open.”

“Thank you also for your messages of comfort and
concern. As soon as we know anything, we will tell you.”

The Williams family told SBS News, that they feared she
became confused and set out for an old family home in
Andamooka, nearly 500 kilometres from Coober Pedy.

As of the 21 January, Shirley Williams had not been found.

A Police spokesperson told the Coober Pedy Regional
Times on Thursday 21 January,“Police hold serious
concerns for the welfare of missing woman Shirley
Williams. A large scale area search involving emergency
services was conducted over several days earlier this
month but unfortunately nothing was located.”

“The investigation into her whereabouts remains active
and ongoing with Detectives from the Port Augusta CIB
conducting enquiries every day, including speaking to
interstate policing counterparts and Elders.”

“Anyone with information is asked to contact the Police
Assistance Line immediately on 131 444.”

Shirley Williams in the clothing she was last wearing A recent photo of Shirley Willams at home
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1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 word story in plain text and a suitable
photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial” or “Special
Feature”, please enquire about the cost first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community programs
is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions must accompany photos
+ DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS
6.) Letters to Editor need to be signed and also may
be edited.

CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill
Four pillars of Democracy are
LEGISLATIVE : The body which makes laws
for the state.
EXECUTIVE : Executes and enforces laws.
JUDICIARY : Works to protect laws.
PRESS/MEDIA : The 4th estate of democracy.
It informs the public

‘Media releases’ may be submitted however there
is no obligation on the newspaper to publish any
part of it.  Media releases are generally one sided
so comments may, (or may not)  be extracted and
used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.

Letters to Editor should be sent by email where
possible and must be relevant to the community.
Potentially defamatory comments will be edited or
deleted.

           Bi Monthly
Friday 12 Feb 2021
Friday 26 Feb 2021
Friday 12 Mar 2021
Friday 26 Mar 2021

ABOUT US
 The annual rainfall in the area is around 175

mm (5 inches) per annum

The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL/
ONLINE in 2006. Although online is now the

main trend, copies are still printed locally.

Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 275 Coober Pedy  SA 5723

Ph:  (08) 8672 5920
Email:  editor@cooberpedytimes.com

https://cooberpedytimes.com/

The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road in town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS tour - you’ll
believe you’re on Mars.

     Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES (at least 1500
people living underground)

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

 Take a tour to the natural landscapes outside the
town (see film locations like Mad Max: Beyond
Thunderdome and Red Planet) including the PAINTED
DESERT, the colourful BREAKAWAYS and the MOON
PLAIN

Join the MAIL RUN out of Coober Pedy to deliver
outback mail! Take a leisurely flight over the spectacular
LAKE EYRE  (Currently on hold)

During Easter a  GEM TRADE SHOW is held

South

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do in Coober Pedy

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

March Equinox is on
Saturday, 20 March
2021 at 09:37 UTC

S
T

The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) has decreased towards
neutral values and is expected to be neutral for the next
fortnight. A strongly positive SAM over the last month were
driven by an exceptionally strong polar vortex over Antarctica
which has largely subsided now.

The Madden–Julian Oscillation (MJO) is located over the
Maritime Continent and moderate in strength. Some models
indicate it will weaken in the coming week before strengthening
again in the western Pacific Ocean. Along with other tropical
wave activity, the MJO can be expected to maintain above-
average rainfall and tropical cyclone activity in the Australian
region over the coming fortnight.

Climate change is also influencing the Australian climate.
Australia's climate has warmed by 1.44 ± 0.24 °C over the
period 1910--2019,?while?recent decades have seen increased
rainfall across northern Australia during the northern wet season
(October—April), with more high-intensity, short-duration
rainfall events.

The latest Climate Driver Update and Climate Model Summary
are now available on the Bureau's website.

La Niña likely to be at its peak

The 2020–21 La Niña is likely to have reached its peak with
respect to sea surface temperature patterns in the eastern and
central Pacific Ocean. However, impacts associated with La
Niña, such as above average rainfall in eastern and northern
Australia, are expected to persist into early autumn, with climate
outlooks indicating above-average rainfall is likely across much
of the country, particularly in eastern Queensland.

Over the past fortnight the sea surface temperatures across
the western and central Pacific Ocean have cooled slightly
while those in the eastern side of the basin have warmed. The
Southern Oscillation Index continues to remain high with a
90-day value of +14.0, well above the La Niña threshold of
+7. Model outlooks indicate a return to neutral conditions during
the late southern summer or early autumn.

Climate Driver Update
Issued 19 January 2021
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LOCAL & REGIONAL

According to the Australian Museum, The Western Brown
Snakes is highly variable in colour pattern. The back can
be any shade of brown and may be plain but is often
patterned with darker flecks or bands. The head may be
brown or black and the belly is cream with orange or
grey spotting.

Juveniles may be plain or banded but usually have
distinctive head markings consisting of a black blotch on
the crown and a dark neck band. This species grows to
1.6 metres. Found over most of mainland Australia but
absent from wetter parts of eastern Australia, and south-
western Western Australia.  Lives in dry open forests,
grasslands and scrublands.

Banded western brown snake removed
from local property

The “banded” Western Brown is on the list of
reptiles that inhabit the Coober Pedy and Far

North areas.

During January the Western Brown, pictured right was
found on a local property, pretty much at the edge of
town.  Fortunately the property owner was able to capture
the ‘visitor’ and relocate it to a more snake conducive
area outside of town.

Snakes are like any other creature, simply looking for a
meal and shelter and will often find themselves contronted
with humans, by mistake.

We live in the desert and so we need to keep ourselves
informed.  Firstly stay familiar with the types of snakes
that may be around our area and remember not all snakes
are venomous.   Be sensible and do not provoke the snake.
If it is in your house, seek assistance.

The Western Brown can have a range of colours
throughout it’s growth and at various times of the year.

Pictured above is a Banded Western Brown snake at Coober Pedy during January

This species is active by day but may be nocturnal in hot
weather.  A dangerously venomous species with neurotoxic
and haemotoxic venom. If bitten, apply first aid and seek
urgent medical attention.

Feeds mainly on mammals and lizards but frogs, snakes
and reptile eggs are also taken.  Mating activity occurs
from spring to midsummer and eggs are laid between
November and February.

Some colour forms of the Western Brown Snake are
similar to those of the Eastern Brown snake. Black-
headed specimens may resemble Black-headed Pythons
Juveniles may resemble Red-naped snakes Orange-
naped snakes Grey snakes, Dwyer’s snake  or Curl
snakes. Pseudonaja nuchalis, as currently recognised,
is made up of several species - the taxonomic boundaries
for these are still being resolved.
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES

* Supplying and Installing custom designed Solar and Off
Grid Solar systems for the Outback

* Specifically supplying quality equipment with industry
leading Warranties to provide Solar Energy to your Home

and Business

* Australian owned and operated Solar Company

* Multiple ways to start saving today, lease, rent or buy.
No Upfront Payment

* Delivery and Full Installation by Professional Clean Energy
Council Accredited Designer and Installer

OUTBACK SOLAR SOLUTIONS
          By

GIVE US A CALL TODAY
TO START SAVING

Wigan Energy   /   www.wigan.com.au
anthony@wigan.com.au   /   0407 675 569

SOLAR  SYSTEMSPUBLIC NOTICE

GXL DIESEL - TURBO
5 SPEED MANUAL
100 SERIES
NEW TYRES
312.000 KM
VERY GOOD COND.
ARB R/RACK - B/BAR - LIGHTS
$26,000 **
PHONE: 0405 202 303

VEHICLE FOR SALE

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER
STN - WAGON 04

Welcome to 2021.

It’s time to refresh the Club before commencing the new and
exciting year, full of new program and events.

Coober Pedy Shooters Cub and  Cadell shooting Club shooting
competition will is scheduled for March long week 6th & 7th.

2021 Membership renewal is NOW due. Payments may be made at
the Shooting Club or EFT. Please contact Treasurer (Dale), or

email cpsc.treasurer@gmail.com for further details.

Stay Safe
John Di Donna
SECRETARY

Coober Pedy Shooters Club Inc.
PO Box 1006,

Coober Pedy SA 5723
Mob. 0427 649 389

Friday 12th Feb
Sat 13th Feb
Sun 14th Feb

See dates below

0429 331 663

VISITING SERVICES

SHOOTER’S CLUB WORKING BEE
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  Grants 2021
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announces Regional Artsannounces Regional Artsannounces Regional Artsannounces Regional Artsannounces Regional Arts
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The March 2021 Regional Arts Fund (RAF) grant round will open on Monday
1 February 2021. The RAF is an Australian Government initiative that
supports sustainable cultural development in regional and remote
communities in Australia. The program is managed by Regional Arts Australia
and Country Arts SA, and is designed to benefit regional and remote arts
practitioners, arts workers, audiences and communities.

Funding will support regional artists and community groups for projects
that inspire arts and cultural activity in rural, regional and remote areas of
South Australia.

Regional artists who are looking to develop their arts practice, or artists
and organisations who are motivated to stimulate their communities through
innovative arts projects are encouraged to apply.

Funding for the March 2021 round is available for projects
commencing after 1 July 2021. Applicants must be based in

regional SA, with grants available in the categories of Step Out for
organisations only (up to $30,000) and Step Up for individuals only

(up to $15,000).

The focus of the project can include visual arts, circus, dance,
film, literature, music, photography, theatre, craft, new media,
community arts and cultural development or be multi-art form.

In 2020, the Regional Arts Fund Step Up and Step Out grants saw support
for 16 new projects sharing in more than $355,843.

The Regional Arts Fund supports a diverse range of arts and cultural
activities across regional rural and remote SA.

Country Arts SA CE Anthony Peluso said, “In 2020 especially we turned to
the arts to assist us in navigating unchartered terrain; the arts have the
power to bring communities together (even while physically distanced)
and can help support our understanding of the world around us. It is
important that we acknowledge and support people in expressing themselves
to make sense of their experiences. In doing so we support the greater
community to flourish under changing circumstances.”

Country Arts SA also delivers the Skills Development grant program (up to
$3,000). This grant can assist individual artists or groups to provide
innovative skills development opportunities through workshops, or provide
opportunities for the development of project ideas and concepts. Individual
artists, across all art forms, can apply to the Skills Development grant
program to pursue unique development opportunities from 1 February 2021.

The Quick Response grant (up to $4,000 for organisations and $2,000 for
individuals) is available throughout the year to support regional artists to
access professional arts development and training opportunities, or
organisations and communities with small project opportunities that arise
at short notice.

Applicants are encouraged to discuss their project ideas with a Country
Arts SA team member. The Step Up, Step Out and Skill Development
grants close 15 March 2021.

The Regional Arts Fund is administered on behalf of the Australian
Government by Regional Arts Australia and its member organisations which
include Country Arts SA.

For more information about the program, including grants contacts,
guidelines and instructions please visit:
www.countryarts.org.au/grants-funding

W3843

Ageing Well Community Grants 
Now Open
If you’re part of an incorporated, non-profit organisation working with older people, 
you’re invited to apply for Grants for Seniors and Positive Ageing Fellowship 
Grants. Local governments are invited to apply for Age Friendly SA Grants.

Grants for Seniors 
Grants of up to $5,000 for equipment or materials that stimulate activity and  
social engagement for older people, and grants of up to $10,000 for seniors’ 
cultural, social, educational or active ageing projects.

Positive Ageing Fellowship Grants 
One-off ageing specific grants of up to $40,000 for capability building projects  
to support older South Australians to age well, and that contribute to delivering  
South Australia’s Plan for Ageing Well 2020-2025.

Age Friendly SA Grants 
One-off grants for local governments of up to $40,000 and up to $60,000 for 
regional partnerships of at least three local governments for projects aligning to the 
Age Friendly SA Strategy key priorities.

Applications for all grants are due by 5.00pm (ACST) on Monday 15 March 2021.

Find guidelines, eligibility, and how to apply at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/communitygrants 
or contact Office for Ageing Well at ageingcommunitygrants@sa.gov.au, or by 
phone 08 8204 2420.

Federal Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey
encourages community groups to apply for

funding through Round 6 of the Federal
Government’s Stronger Communities

program.

More than 90 organisations across Grey have
received funding of $750,000 under the first five
rounds of the program.

“Round 6 of the program opens on January 19
and Expressions of Interest are required back to
my office by Friday 19th February, “ Mr Ramsey
said.

“There are so many hardworking community
groups across regional Australia and volunteers
are always needing more equipment, the Stronger
Communities Programme (SCP) provides grants
of between $2,500 and $20,000 to community
organisations and local governments for small
capital projects that deliver social benefits for local
communities.

“More than 80 organisations across Grey have
received funding totalling $750,000 under the first
five rounds of the program.

“The input of the community is a key element of
the program.”

The Stronger Communities Programme has
committed funding to over 10,000 community–
based projects across Australia.

Round 6 of Stronger CommunitiesRound 6 of Stronger CommunitiesRound 6 of Stronger CommunitiesRound 6 of Stronger CommunitiesRound 6 of Stronger Communities
PrPrPrPrProgogogogogrrrrram Open Nam Open Nam Open Nam Open Nam Open NOOOOOWWWWW

In Grey, some recipients of past rounds have
included $5000 for Brinkworth Koolunga
Cricket Club to purchase equipment, $8,500 to
the Burra Community and Sports Club to install
a disability access ramp, $20,000 to the Whyalla
Hockey Association to upgrade and complete
alterations to its kitchen,$10,000 to the
Jamestown Hospital Auxiliary to make
improvements to the outdoor area of the Aged
Care Wing and Lealholme care home at Port
Pirie received $6950 to extend the Men’s Shed.

In the 2020–21 Budget the Australian Government
committed $22.65 million for a sixth round of
the SCP with funding of up to $150,000 available
for each electorate.

A maximum of 20 projects will be funded in each
electorate, with successful projects receiving a
grant between $2,500 and $20,000.

Applications open: 1Applications open: 1Applications open: 1Applications open: 1Applications open: 19 Januar9 Januar9 Januar9 Januar9 Januar yyyyy
2022022022022021 9:00 am AES1 9:00 am AES1 9:00 am AES1 9:00 am AES1 9:00 am AESTTTTT.....

Expression of Interest forms are available from
my office and these close: 19th February 2021
5:00 pm AEST.

Program guidelines, contact details for enquiries
and other program information is available at
https://www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/
stronger-communities.aspx
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Left: Northern Territory Medical
Program in Darwin

We want to know your thoughts about conducting
in-situ gasification and other activities in the Leigh

Creek Coalfields.
What’s being decided?

Leigh Creek Energy Limited is seeking approval under
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 (SA) to conduct an in-
situ gasification (ISG) project and other activities within
the Leigh Creek Coalfields.

The application area for the project is located in the Flinders
Ranges, approximately 7.5 km north-northeast of the
township of Copley and around 11.5 km north of the Leigh
Creek township.

Leigh Creek Energy Limited proposes to undertake the
following activities within the application area:

•     gasification of underground coal deposits using ISG
techniques
•     drilling of wells for exploration, production,
monitoring and hydrogeological purposes
•     construction of borrow pits, roads, camps, buildings,
rail and other infrastructure
•     geophysical surveys
•     installation of in-ground, underground and above-
ground services
•     construction of processing and manufacturing
facilities
•     the use of plant and equipment
•     other activities as allowed under section 10 of the
Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 2000 (SA).

Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation (AAR), on behalf of
the Premier of South Australia, is seeking views from
Traditional Owners and other Aboriginal parties with an
interest in the application area, on whether authorisation
should be granted.

Undertaking the project poses the risk of potentially
damaging, disturbing or interfering with Aboriginal
heritage, so your views are important for the Premier to
make a decision.
Get involved

If you are a Traditional Owner or an Aboriginal party with
an interest in the application area, read the Consultation
Information Package and consider the following questions:

•     Should the authorisation be granted to Leigh Creek
Energy Limited? Why or why not?
•     If the authorisation is granted, what conditions, if
any, should be imposed on it?
•     Are there any other matters that the Premier should
be aware of when considering the application?

Closing date: 11:55 pm, Friday 12 February 2021
Have your say by:
    Calling us on (08) 8226 8900
    Emailing your feedback to DPC-AAR.CIR@sa.gov.au
    Posting your feedback to:

Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
GPO Box 2343, ADELAIDE SA 5001

Due to COVID-19, AAR won't hold public meetings for
this consultation.

AAR will aim to contact Aboriginal parties with a known
interest in the application area before the consultation
period closes. If you are not contacted, and wish to learn
more and/or lodge a submission, you can do so by using
one of the above options.

Your feedback will be treated confidentially. Unless
specified otherwise, submissions will be provided to Leigh
Creek Energy Limited and presented to the State Aboriginal
Heritage Committee (Committee) and the Premier for
consideration.

How can your input influence the decision?
Your input will inform the Committee's advice to the
Premier on whether authorisation should be granted.

What are the next steps?
Once the consultation period closes, feedback will be
presented to the Committee for its review and
recommendations.

AAR will collate your and the Committee's feedback and
provide these to the Premier in a report to assist him make
his decision.

Contact details:  If you would like to learn more about
the proposal and/or wish to lodge a submission:

•     call AAR on (08) 8226 8900 during business hours
(9 am to 5 pm)
•     write to/ email:
Mr Alex van Wessem
Principal Project Officer (Heritage)
Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
GPO Box 2343

ADELAIDE SA 5001
Email: DPC-AAR.CIR@sa.gov.au
visit the Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation website
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/aboriginal-
affairs-and-reconciliation/aboriginal-heritage/current-
applications-under-the-aboriginal-heritage-act-1988

Closing date: 11:55 pm, Friday 12 February 2021

Leigh Creek In-Situ
Gasification Project

StaStaStaStaState Gote Gote Gote Gote Govvvvverment - yerment - yerment - yerment - yerment - yourSAyourSAyourSAyourSAyourSAy

State/Territory National
Selection Process Open 13 January 2021

Closing Date & Time
22 February 2021 - 11:00pm AEDT

This grant opportunity is available to Child Care
Subsidy (CCS) approved services that meet
eligibility criteria in the Grant Opportunity

Guidelines.

Intended outcomes are:

•     child care services operating in disadvantaged and
vulnerable communities are able to address (or have
increased capacity to address) community level barriers
to child care participation
•     increased number of children from vulnerable or
disadvantaged families and communities accessing child
care
•     increased sustainability of child care services
operating in disadvantaged communities experiencing
viability issues, including in areas with fluctuating and/or
low short-term demand
•     increased availability of child care places in
disadvantaged communities with high unmet demand
through capital works projects.

Funding is available under three elements:

•     Sustainability Support: helping services operating in
areas of limited supply improve the viability and
sustainability of their service.
•     Community Support: helping services to work with
other organisations and families to identify and address
community level barriers to child care participation. The
engagement must ultimately result in increased child care
participation.
•     Capital Support: helping services with the cost of
modifying, renovating, extending or building child care
facilities. These capital works must result in more child
care places in areas where there is unmet demand.

More information

The application form will ask you to enter the Approved
Provider Organisation ID and the Approved Child Care
Service Organisation ID. Please access the Approved
Provider Details and Approved Child Care Service Details
documents to find your Organisation IDs.

More information about the Community Child Care Fund
- Round 3 as well as requirements for applicants, can be
found in the following grant opportunity documents:

    Grant Opportunity Guidelines  Q & A

Open forOpen forOpen forOpen forOpen for
applicationsapplicationsapplicationsapplicationsapplications

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
Child CareChild CareChild CareChild CareChild Care
Fund OpenFund OpenFund OpenFund OpenFund Open

CompetitiveCompetitiveCompetitiveCompetitiveCompetitive
RRRRRound 3ound 3ound 3ound 3ound 3

•     Sample Commonwealth Simple Grant Agreement –
Sustainability Support
•     Sample Commonwealth Simple Grant Agreement –
Community Support
•     Sample Commonwealth Simple Grant Agreement
Supplementary Terms
•     Sample Commonwealth Simple Grant Agreement –
Annexure A
•     Sample Commonwealth Standard Grant Agreement
– Capital Support
•     Sample Commonwealth Standard Grant Conditions,
Supplementary Terms and Supplementary Conditions
•     Approved Provider Details
•     Approved Child Care Service Details



Page 7                                                       Coober Pedy Regional Times - Bulletin                                                          Friday 22 January 2021

New Grants 2021

Mallala Grains Pet Store
Pick up your Pet Supplies & SAVE

0417 272 573
1 Balaklava Road Mallala

Wed & Thurs 10am - 4.30pm
Sat 10am - 12pm

Please message before you come

Update COVID-19 Direction
2021- Public Activities No 18

APPLICATIONS
OPEN FOR ROUND

5 OF THE
BUILDING BETTER

REGIONS FUND
 Applications are now open for local communities
across regional Australia for the fifth round of the
successful Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF).

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure,
Transport and Regional Development Michael
McCormack said this round will see local communities
share in $200 million.

“Releasing the program guidelines last December
meant prospective applicants could begin preparing their
submissions,” the Deputy Prime Minister said.

“This round will see $100 million of dedicated support
for tourism-related infrastructure, while maintaining $100
million for broader community infrastructure and
investment.

Assistant Minister for Regional Development and
Territories Nola Marino said it is vital the Australian
Government supports regional and remote communities
as they continue leading the economic recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our regions are the lifeblood of this nation and the BBRF
will help ensure our local communities bounce back
stronger than ever.

“The BBRF is about creating jobs and driving economic
growth and I encourage eligible applicants to apply for
funding.”

Applications are now open and can be submitted through
the online portal at www.business.gov.au/bbrf.

If potential applicants have any questions regarding
eligibility or the delivery of the program, they can contact
the AusIndustry Business Grants Hub on 13 28 46 to
discuss their individual circumstances.

Prospective applicants are also encouraged to contact their
local Regional Development Australia (RDA) committee
to discuss their application. More information including
contact details for your local RDA can be found at
www.rda.gov.au.

Applications close on 5 March 2021,
with successful applicants expected to be announced

in mid-2021.

AAAAAgggggrrrrriSiSiSiSiStttttarararararttttter Loaner Loaner Loaner Loaner Loan
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The AgriStarter Loan allows up to $2 million to be
borrowed over 10 years with at least 50 per cent of an
applicant’s total debt required to be held with their
existing bank.

The first five years of an AgriStarter Loan are interest
only, then the remaining five years are principal and
interest repayments. The current variable rate is 1.92
per cent.

The Federal Government has provided $75 million for
AgriStarter Loan applications this financial year. For
more information about the AgriStarter Loan, including
loan guidelines, eligibility criteria and the loan application
form, visit ric.gov.au/agristarter.

About the Regional Investment Corporation

The Regional Investment Corporation (RIC) is a Federal
Government-backed specialist finance provider for
farmers and farm-related small businesses.

For the financial year to 30 November 2020, the RIC
has approved more loans in the past five months than
the total of the previous financial year combined.

With more than 690 loans valued at over $720 million
approved (as at November 2020) this financial year,
compared to a total of more than 640 loans valued at
$725 million (for the whole of the 19/20 financial year).

Since its inception on 1 July 2018, the RIC has approved
total loans valued at more than $1.6 billion as at 30
November 2020.

The Regional Investment Corporation (RIC)
AgriStarter Loan has launched and loan

applications are now open.

The AgriStarter Loan has two uses, supporting new
farmers to purchase, establish or develop their first farm
business, or assist existing farm businesses with
succession planning arrangements.

RIC CEO Bruce King said that the AgriStarter Loan
provides affordable terms to support eligible new and
intergenerational Australian farmers to purchase a new
farm business, establish or develop their farm business
or enter an existing farm partnership.

“The RIC is pleased to launch the AgriStarter Loan to
support new farmers. The interest only repayments, at
a low variable rate for the first five years will certainly
appeal to new farm business owners to allow them to
focus on establishing their operation and their cash flow.

“The AgriStarter Loan can assist new farmers to buy,
establish or develop a farm business, as well as help
farming families undertake their succession planning.

“The AgriStarter Loan is also available to eligible farmers
who have recently purchased a farm business yet need
a loan to invest in infrastructure or machinery to develop
their farm business and make it their primary income
earning source,” said Mr King.

“At the RIC, we believe the AgriStarter Loan will
contribute to a stronger and more diverse agricultural
industry through affordable finance for new Australian
farmers.”

22 Jan 2021 5:30pm

The Public Activities COVID-19 Direction has been
updated in South Australia.

Updates have been made to the Public Activities
Direction. This update provides an update to the
requirement to keep record of attendee at private
functions.

Public Activities Direction No 18
The Public Activities Direction came into effect at
4.48pm Friday 22 January 2021.

The changes are as follow:

· Private Functions:
o Private functions remain an invitation only event but
the person who conducts the event needs to keep a
hardcopy list containing the full name of any person
attending the event but not their full residential address
as this section has been removed from the Direction.

o The following still applies to invitation only events
including a private function at relevant licensed premises
only.

The function must be in a designated area which has no
public access and where possible separate bathroom
facilities from the rest of the venue.

If there are no separate bathroom facilities for the
function, the venue must have a higher frequency of
cleaning.

The maximum number of people permitted to attend is
the same 200 people and the density provision of 1 person
per 2 square metres applies.

Food and beverages must have no shared utensils but
can be consumed while standing. Dancing is also
permitted.

· Remaining Gathering Provisions

o Numbers of people permitted in a residential
premises have increased and are as follows providing
the 1 person per 2 square metre rule is applied:
§ 50 people - Permitted
§ 51-200 people -Permitted providing there is an ap-
proved COVID safe plan at the commencement of
the gathering, QR Code and COVID Marshal
§ 201 or more - Not Permitted

o Private function at a licensed premises- 200 people
maximum 1 person per 2 square metres

o Private Gathering- 200 people maximum, 1 person
per 2 square metres

o Private residence- 50 people per house

o Cinema, theatres and other fixed seating- 50% of
their standard capacity in patrons without masks or
75% of their standard capacity in patrons with masks.
Other existing requirements remain. The information
above only highlights the changes key made to the Di-
rections and does not reflect all requirements. Mem-
bers of the public are encouraged to see the full Direc-
tions for further information.

The Emergency Management (Public Activities No 17)
(COVID-19) Direction 2021 has been revoked and
replaced by the Emergency Management (Public Ac-
tivities No 18)(COVID-19) Direction 2021.

All existing directions, frequently asked questions and
other information can be found here: https://
www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

If you require further information you can call the SA
COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253 787 between
the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the
SA Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or
www.sa.gov.au/covid-19



SNAKES OF THE GREATER
COOBER PEDY REGION

How Should A Snake
Bite Be Treated?

Snake venom does not move in the bloodstream as many people assume.
It moves in tiny lymphatic vessels under the skin. This means it is
comparatively easy to restrict its movement and to delay onset of

symptoms for many hours.

Bites by Australian snakes should be treated like bites by any other snake.

• A pressure immobilisation bandage should be applied immediately. It will apply
pressure over a wide area of the bitten limb. Bandage the limb about as firmly as you would
a sprained ankle. An elastic bandage is ideal for this. Do not cut off the blood flow!

• Place the bandage over the bite and wrap the limb, first away from the heart, then
back towards the heart. The finished bandage should reach from just above the fingers or
toes as far up the limb as possible with the available materials.

• The limb should be immobilised using a splint. The person should avoid any
movement. If help is far away someone needs to go and get help. The person who got bitten
must not attempt to walk!

•     Do not wash the bite. Venom on the skin is needed to positively identify the snake
and administer the correct antivenin.
•     Do not cut bitten area.
•     Do not suck venom out of wound.
•     Do not use a constrictive bandage/tourniquet.
•     Do not try to catch the snake.

What Should I Do If I See A Snake?
Do the same as if it were any other Australian animal, say a dingo or kangaroo?
Stand still, try not to scare it off, and then creep closer to take a good photo of it.

Snakes will quickly disappear as soon as it senses you, just like a dingo or kangaroo
will.

Avoid doing anything that might threaten or scare the snake. If a snake feels cor-
nered it may bite to defend itself. Trying to corner a big male red kangaroo is not
advisable either!   Any animal that feels threatened will defend itself as best as it can,
not just Australian snakes.

Most snake bites happen when people try to catch or kill snakes.

Snakes are generally looking for water, so bathrooms or wet areas a likely place.
Give the snake way out, and keep a dish of water somewhere away from the house.
Take a photo so you can identify it later.

Coober Pedy is home to some highly venomous species of snake as well as many
weakly venomous or non venomous species.

The species classed as "weakly venomous" are completely harmless to people
because their venom is incredibly weak or has no affect on people.

Even the highly venomous species are only dangerous if provoked and will always
attempt to flee if given the chance.

It is illegal by South Australian Law to interfere with or kill any native reptile
(including snakes) and heavy fines and prison time are some of the penalties if
found guilty.
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