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PETER & LOIS HANG UP THEIR APRONS and
THANK ALL OF THEIR LOYAL CUSTOMERS

By Margaret Mackay ©
The Simatos family, Peter and Lois Simatos have
owned and operated the Mobil/Caltex Roadhouse in
Coober Pedy for over 30 years.

Peter arrived at Coober Pedy in 1974 and spent the first
15 years opal mining. Peter still has his mining equipment
and has not discounted that he will keep his hand in on a
hobby basis.

Peter recalls that he and Lois met at the Acropolis where
Lois was working as a waitress. "Acropolis was the
popular meeting place during the boom years", said Peter.

"Our two sons Andros and Gerry have been great, looking
after the business when we’ve stayed in Adelaide", Peter
said.

Peter and Lois’ children have all taken part in helping mum
and dad keep shop.  Fev has worked at the Mobil since
she was 12 years old.

Peter and Lois’ nephew Shane Nelson has also been a
regular face behind the counter on and off for 15 years.
Peter Doumtsis was with the Simatos family and Mobil
for 18 years.

Now that the couple are “retiring”, Peter says, “At 77 I
will be relieved to not have the pressures of business any
more.”

“Even though it hasn’t quite sunk in yet, we are looking
forward to doing things around the house here in Coober
Pedy, and also in Adelaide.”

“Since we’ve been in business we haven’t spent much
time with our grandchildren, and we want to try and make
up for all those years we’ve been missing.”

“We thank all of the Coober Pedy customers who
supported us all those years, and we hope you will support
the new owners.  We wish them the same success that
we have had.

New Management team is Sou (Business Manager)
SAI (Manager and Charan (Manager)

The new team are from Adelaide, but originally from South
India and have been in Australia for 6 years.

Sou said he was looking forward to taking over at the end
of last week.  “Locals can expect to see some slight
changes,” he said.

Sou plans on extending the kitchen hours and looking
forward to serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.  “Be sure
to pop in and say hello and check out the new menu and
times, as well as meet the smiling owners at Caltex,” said
Sou.

“We are looking forward to becoming part of the local
community and are keen to look into the possibility of a
cricket team at Coober Pedy.”

Before Mobil, Peter ran the International Coffee Club (next
to Traces) for 7 years which he says gave him his ‘degree’
in customer service.

The couple have raised three children in Coober Pedy -
Andros, Gerry and Fev.

"When we decided to open the Mobil Roadhouse Fev was
only two years old and it took us until 2011 to renovate
the roadhouse, but that coincided with us changing to
Caltex.”

Lois Simatos with their 2 year old daughter Fev
when the mobil Roadhouse first opened

Lois and Peter Simatos welcome new owner of the
Caltex Roadhouse Sou during the changeover

Tanicia McDonald Gerry, Lois, Fev, Peter Simatos, Sou, Sai and Charan (new Management)

Peter Simatos when they took over the Mobil 31
years ago

31 years later (2021) Peter and Lois leave a much
improved business, in favour of a well earned

retirement
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1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 word story in plain text and a suitable
photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial” or “Special
Feature”, please enquire about the cost first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community programs
is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions must accompany photos
+ DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS
6.) Letters to Editor need to be signed and also may
be edited.

CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill
Four pillars of Democracy are
LEGISLATIVE : The body which makes laws
for the state.
EXECUTIVE : Executes and enforces laws.
JUDICIARY : Works to protect laws.
PRESS/MEDIA : The 4th estate of democracy.
It informs the public

‘Media releases’ may be submitted however there
is no obligation on the newspaper to publish any
part of it.  Media releases are generally one sided
so comments may, (or may not)  be extracted and
used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.

Letters to Editor should be sent by email where
possible and must be relevant to the community.
Potentially defamatory comments will be edited or
deleted.

           Bi Monthly
Friday 26 Mar 2021
Friday 09 Apr 2021
Friday 23 Apr 2021
Friday 07 May 2021

ABOUT US
 The annual rainfall in the area is around 175

mm (5 inches) per annum

The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL/
ONLINE in 2006. Although online is now the

main trend, copies are still printed locally.

Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 275 Coober Pedy  SA 5723

Ph:  (08) 8672 5920
Email:  editor@cooberpedytimes.com

https://cooberpedytimes.com/

The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road in town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS tour - you’ll
believe you’re on Mars.

     Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES (at least 1500
people living underground)

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

 Take a tour to the natural landscapes outside the
town (see film locations like Mad Max: Beyond
Thunderdome and Red Planet) including the PAINTED
DESERT, the colourful BREAKAWAYS and the MOON
PLAIN

Join the MAIL RUN out of Coober Pedy to deliver
outback mail! Take a leisurely flight over the spectacular
LAKE EYRE  (Currently on hold)

During Easter a  GEM TRADE SHOW is held

South

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do in Coober Pedy

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

March Equinox is on
Saturday, 20 March
2021 at 09:37 UTC

CLIMATE OUTLOOK
Issued 11 March 2021

Overview
April to June rainfall is likely to be wetter than average across
northern Australia and parts of the east.

Warmer than average days likely for parts of the tropics,
Tasmania and the coastlines of WA, Queensland and Victoria
extending into SA. Warmer than average nights favoured for
most of the country.

La Niña continues to weaken, but is still expected to have an
influence on Australia's climate in early autumn.

Rainfall
Chance of exceeding median rainfall for April to June
Chance of exceeding median rainfall for April to June
Temperature
Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature for April to
June
Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature for April to
June
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REGIONAL NEWS

DOUBLE FATALITY AT EUCOLO CREEK
OVERPASS NEAR LAKE HART

Two people have died following a crash on the
Stuart Highway at Wirraminna in the State’s

Far North.

A crash involving a B-double truck and a Ford utility
occurred on the highway between Pimba and Glendambo
about 12.15pm on Saturday 6 March, with both vehicles
then catching fire.

On investigation, the driver of the Ford ute a 23-year-
old man from the ACT and a passenger in the truck a
57-year-old woman from Para Vista died at the scene.

The truck driver, a 49-year-old man from Para Vista
was airlifted to the Royal Adelaide Hospital in a critical
condition.

The highway remains closed to all traffic in both
directions as the road surface has been damaged by the
crash and fire. SES volunteers are assisting with traffic
control.

North bound traffic on the Stuart Highway is being
diverted at Pimba and vehicles travelling south towards
Adelaide are being diverted at Coober Pedy.

Major Crash Investigators flew to the scene from
Adelaide to investigate the circumstances surrounding
the crash.

The two deaths brings the number of lives lost on our
roads this year to 20 compared to 17.

Damages at Eucolo Creek Overpass
Photo Angas French

BOTH LANES on the Stuart Highway  re-opened with
speed restrictions after good work by Department of
Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) in repairing the major
damage at Eucolo Creek on the Stuart Highway.

THE CAUSE of the collapse of the Stuart Highway was
that the plastic culverts underneath the road melted in the
heat of the fire.

Why were plastic culverts were used instead of concrete?
Answer:  Plastic culverts are the best material for that
particular location because the flood plain of the river is
very acidic and it destroys concrete.

Plastic is long lasting, except in the unusual circumstance
of a fire, such as that triggered by the crash.

Eucolo Creek Overpass after repairs
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6 only questions on the faulty financial
statement prepared and published on 5th July
2020 on council’s website that remained in the
public domain for between 5-7 days.

We invited the council to respond more
specifically, but avoid unnecessary technicality and
excessive detail as to how the anomaly/error
occurred.

Council MUST have expected that an error of
around $3.55 MILLION DOLLAR magnitude would
at the very least attract scrutiny and arguments for
maladministration/incompetence.

Q • What was the cost of preparing these
financials in terms of time and labour?
Not answered

Q • Please identify the amounts and explain
the surplus in one part of the ledger, turning
into a loss on another part of the ledger?
Not Answered

COMMUNITY
QUESTIONS TO

DCCP ON $3.55m
ERROR  in
BUDGETED

FIGURES REMAIN
UNANSWERED

Q •  Could the “anomaly” as Mr. Miller CEO
called it, be explained or clarified in plain English
for the community to understand, avoiding
unnecessary technicality and excessive detail?

Q • Did the council officers compiling the
budgeted figures not wonder where over a
million dollars of surplus money had actually
come from, given that council operates at the
brink of bankruptcy and on the limit of
borrowings at all times?
Not answered

Q • What financial risk management
policies or audit policies are in place?
Not answered

Q • What measures have been put in place
since, to prevent this happening again?
Not Answered

Surplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit and
Anomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS Error

Not answered

Editor

At the 28-7-2020 Council Meeting Mr. Alan
Rushbrook spoke of correcting some errors during
his talk on borrowings. It was not clear if he was
talking about errors in his latest projections, or the
errors in the faulty budgeted figures published on
the 5th July.

Unless explanations are clear then we will have to
consider that our questions are not answered.

We have since received (after a previous
publication 7-8-20) a compilation of questions and
answers constructed by council that do not
adequately address the 6 simple questions posed
by the community (above).

We therefore decline to complicate the issue by
publishing or accepting council’s replacement
questions.  It is not for councils to decide how
they will be scrutinized.

Unanswered Questions

FOR SAPOL’S HOME SECURITY
RECOMMENDATIONS  See here:
https://tinyurl.com/shbtc2b8

SUMMER BREAK & ENTERS  AT COOBER PEDY

GARAGES AND SHEDS
•Lock garages and sheds when not in use with quality locks,
padlocks or chains.
•Lock all garden tools and ladders away so they cannot be
used to break into your home.
•Lock doors that lead into your house.
•Record model and serial numbers of all your tools,
particularly electrical items.
•Photograph your tools and identify any mark-ings or
distinguishing features.
•Consider installing a sensor light near doors/windows and
onto your driveway.
•Consider installing sturdy mesh on windows.

GOING ON HOLIDAY?
•Lock all doors, windows and gates before leaving and
take spare keys with you.
•Store other keys out of sight.
•Use automatic timers to turn on lights and radios. Tune to
talkback programs, as it gives an impression of people being
at home.
•Leave your curtains and blinds partially open. People will
not be able to see straight in and you will create doubt
about whether someone is home.
•Tidy your yard prior to leaving; it gives the impression the
premises is occupied.
•Cancel all your regular deliveries.
•Turn your phone and doorbell volume to low, so others
can’t hear if they go unanswered.
•Never leave a holiday message on your answering
machine.
• Put ‘No junk mail’ stickers on your letter box.
•Activate your alarm.
•Ask a friend or trusted neighbour to:
•park their car in your driveway and  collect your mail or
organise for Australia Post to hold your mail.
• put out and bring in your rubbish bins on collection day.
• listen for your alarm and leave emergency contact details
and a spare  set of keys with them with instructions on
what to do if your alarm is activated.

Most Coober Pedy residents will be aware that each summer
we face the real possibility of random house break ins.   Local

residents say they are aware of at least 15 break-ins around the
town over the past 3 - 4 months.

Of course this figure is not based on SAPOL facts, so it
may well be much higher.  Some residents say they were
broken into, but did not report it, some stating that they are
afraid of repercussions.

Those who have been broken into a number of times say it
has been over the summer period.

Historically house break ins at Coober Pedy are noted to
involve different groups of individuals, all having different
agenda's; and not particularly an organised crime spree where
the target may be some quick cash; cars, motorbikes,
smartphones, lap tops, TV sets, jewelery and items that may
be resold for fast cash.

One of the styles is, older kids who’s aim is to have a fun
activity and kill some time.   Fun may involve breaking into
a house or a shed and making as much mess as possible and
sometimes, nothing has been taken.

A good reason to put extra security on outside sheds

Over summer a number of Coober Pedy residents
came home to find their homes had been ransacked

Owner came home to find every room ransacked
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COOBER PEDY’S 1ST LADY MARY HALLIDAY
AND HUSBAND ED, STRIKE OPAL

Edward Halliday mining at German Gully in 1921.  He
opens up a shaft and finds seams of opal, visible

around roof of the shaft at the top of photo.

“In a thirteen feet-deep shaft taken through a tunnel
from another’s shaft while the midday sun shone

down in 1921, veins of Opal showing”

Photograph: Mary Halliday 1921

Mary and Edward Halliday pictured above, did not
sell all of their opal findings but kept some special
pieces. Later the opal was left to their only child,

daughter, Cecelia Lillma Halliday (Ferrier)

Cecelia Lillma Halliday (Ferrier) son  Richard Ferrier
has several pieces in his possession, and as though by
genetic heritage, Richard too was captivated by minerals
and gems.

Pictured top left is a small collection of opal, matrix and
jasper mined by Edward Halliday at Coober Pedy.  Quite
often this type of opalised stone is found to the north of
the township of Coober Pedy.

Pictured left is what opal miners call a Painted Lady; a
rock covered with a layer of opal.  Painted Lady’s are a
rare find and usually valued as specimens or show pieces.

Richard Ferrier said, “Our grandfather’s Painted Lady
had been used as door stop for many years.”

Photo: Richard Ferrier©

Photo: Richard Ferrier©

100 YEARS AGO

A NEW LIFE FOR EDWARD HALLIDAY
After Edward’s first wife Ada Frances died, Edward
Halliday decided to start a new life, mainly in South
Australia prospecting in mining fields.

Usually Edward was accompanied by his 2nd wife Mary
who also went teaching in settlements both in South
Australian Aboriginal Communities and up into the
Northern Territory.

Mary and Edward Halliday’s only child was Cecelia
Lillma Halliday. (Ferrier)

Nearly always on days off, depending if Richard was
working in an area where there maybe a mineral deposit
handy, he would often check it out.

Many is the time the family would be heading inland to
mineral grounds with tents and all our camping needs.

“My wife Julia and I enjoy travelling and one of the
places we have visited several times is India. Somehow
we are enticed into the many Gem stone shops, but
have to put a limit on purchases,” said Richard.

We have made many prospecting trips throughout
Western Australia and also travelled around Australia in
1976.

After retirement, and in 2010, Richard Ferrier and his
wife Julia travelled to Coober Pedy to see first hand
the town and the landscape that Richard’s grandparents
had lived and worked in during the earliest years (turn
of the 20th Century) of opal mining at the Stuart Range
Opal Field.

To be continued

Like his grandfather, on his days off, Richard would
check out some of the local mineral spots.

“We believe Dad used to go to bed with a revolver under
his pillow. One of Dad’s jobs was to pack and securely
load the gold bars onto the train for transport out”, said
Richard.

For Richard’s adult life, his career was in Tele-
communication. This took him almost the length and
breadth of WA Wyndham/ Kununurra  in north to
Esperance in the South.

Cecelia’s three children are sons John and Richard, and
daughters Frances and Ruth.

 Cecelia Lillma Halliday (Ferrier) with her Grandma
[Edward’s mother] Cecelia Halliday, wife of late

Alexander Halliday

 Leonora National Bank & home in 1937.  Pictured
visiting their old home are three of the Ferrier

children, Frances Woolley, Ruth Hall and Richard
Ferrier. Photo taken in 1981.

Richard Ferrier has since become the keeper of the
Halliday collection.

At the time Richard was born, their Dad was National
Bank Manager in the remote town of Leonora in Eastern
Goldfields north of Kalgoorlie.

“When the family was living at Bunbury, in the late 40’s
Grandmother Mary came to stay for a while, and in this
time she gave me a 10/- note, Wow a lot of money then.
I loved listening to the tales of her life.”

A few years later in early 1950’s Grandmother Mary
came to stay in Bunbury with Richards sister Ruth Hall
& family

A small collection of opal, matrix and jasper mined
by Edward Halliday at Coober Pedy.

A beautiful “Painted Lady” in the Halliday collection
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240 DOSES OF
COVID-19
VACCINE

ARRIVES AT
COOBER PEDY

Premier Stephen Marshall and Minister for Health and
Wellbeing Stephen Wade have announced the rollout of
Covid 19 vaccines across South Australia.

Minister Wade said the rollout continues to expand
into regional areas as 240 doses of the vaccine

arrived at Coober Pedy Hospital on Wednesday 9
March.

“Frontline staff of the Coober Pedy Health Service,
Umoona Tjutagku Aboriginal Health Service and

Umoona Aged Care as well as aged care residents
will receive their COVID-19 vaccine over the next

four days.

It is an excellent example of cooperation across all
sectors of Health and Aged Care in the Eyre and Far
North Local Health Network, Minister Wade said.

Minister for Health and Wellbeing Stephen Wade said
the Lyell McEwin Hospital clinic expects to vaccinate
about 350 people in its first week and will increase
operations in the following weeks.

“At its peak, the clinic’s eight cubicles will have capacity
to provide 224 vaccinations per day,” Minister Wade
said.

“The new freezer, delivered to the Lyell McEwin
Hospital last week, is an additional $15,000 investment
in the health and wellbeing of South Australians.

“With the capability to store up to 280,000 vaccine doses,
NALHN is in a strong position to vaccinate its 5,500
workforce, before the state-wide vaccination program
then expands to more priority groups and eventually, all
South Australians for those who wish to be vaccinated.”

“The Marshall Liberal Government has begun the state’s
biggest peacetime operation, and in line with the
Commonwealth Government’s Phase 1a, SA Health
clinics have already provided more than 3500 doses to
medi-hotel and airport staff, testing clinic, Emergency
Department staff and frontline health workers.

 Thank you to Donna Clements and staff at the
Coober Pedy swimming pool.

You have done an amazing job this year keeping the
kids of Coober Pedy safe and happy while swimming.

Thank you for all the extra time you put in for
swimming lessons, pool aerobics, swimming carnival
and Australia day celebrations.

I have personally witnessed your dedication to the
safety of swimmers.

Thank you once again. You are very much
appreciated for all that you do for the community.

Jacqui Boland
Parent

Major Crime are appealing to anyone with dashcam
footage to come forward. Their information may be
critical to the investigation.  Police are searching for
missing items included a cream handbag, an ID badge,
also a knife and a plate.

Major Crime Detectives located the body of a woman
in a shallow grave in the Flinders Ranges north of
Hawker on 8th March as part of an investigation into
the suspected death of a 21-year-old woman.

On Saturday 6 March, a 21-year-old woman now
identified at Jasmeen Kaur, care worker was reported
missing at the Hindley Street Police Station.

Jasmeen was last seen at Southern Cross Homes on
Marion Road at Plympton North about 10pm on Friday
5 March.

On Sunday 7 March, Southern District CIB and Major
Crime Detectives interviewed her 20-year-old boyfriend.
He has then taken Detectives to an area at Moralana
Creek, about 40 kilometres north of Hawker where
officers located a shallow grave.

A 20-year-old Kurralta Park man has been charged with
murder following the discovery of the body of a woman
in a shallow grave near Hawker in the Far North of the
state. The man appeared in the Port Augusta Magistrates
Court on Tuesday 9 March.

MAN CHARGED WITH MURDER IN
FLINDERS RANGES - MAJOR CRIME

APPEALING FOR ASSISTANCE

Major Crime Detectives with the assistance of Forensic
Response Section and a pathologist attended and located
the deceased woman.

The 20-year-old Kurralta Park man was arrested for
failing to report a death to the Coroner. The man has
now been further charged with murder.

Chanel 10 News reported on Friday morning that
Detective Superintendent Des Bray says some of
Jasmeen’s belongings and items police believe were used
in her detention were found in a rubbish bin at Kanyaka
Ruins near Quorn overnight 11/12 of March 2021

Anyone with information that may assist the investigation
is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
online at www.crimestopperssa.com.au/

Major Crime at a location in the Flinders Ranges

POLICE
NEWS

Boat and
trailer stolen

north of
Coober Pedy

11 Mar 2021 8:27pm   Police are investigating after a boat
and trailer were stolen from Stuart Highway in the far
north in January.

Between 4pm and 5pm on 12 January, a boat and trailer
were stolen after they were left padlocked on Stuart
Highway, approximately 30km north of Coober Pedy.

The boat is a white and blue 2000 Kevlacat Tournament
with Queensland registration AOJ17Q.  The trailer is a
tandem grey trailer with Victorian registration 109WQW.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000, or report on line at
www.crimestopperssa.com.au – you can remain
anonymous.

LOCAL NEWS
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OpinionsOpinionsOpinionsOpinionsOpinions/Questions/Comments/Letters to the Editor
opinion: administrator’s

response fails to address
the central argument

Dear Mr. Administrator  (Tim Jackson) your right of reply
(12 Feb 2021 - CPRT) fails to address the central argument
raised by me in my December letter to the editor of the
CPRT.

The contention there was that the police Summary
Offences Act does not empower you to gag or ban
ratepayers from the public gallery of the DCCP.  That
power resides solely with a magistrate faced with a
complaint from the police.  At such a hearing you may or
may not be called as a witness, at the discretion of the
court.

The power exercised by a magistrate is “judicial power”
and is normally preceded by a dedicated period of legal
training and a distinguished career at the bar table.

Moreover, you say that you have sought and received
legal advice; at ratepayers’ expense (not your own); which,
you vaguely believe - legitimises your exercise of judicial
power.

I do not believe that any such legal advice was given to
you or exists as a matter of fact.  In the interests of
transparency I call upon you to table this information in
council. It is after all public property and a question of
legitimate public interest. So, have you or have you not
a Grant of Judicial Power, awarded to you by Norman
Waterhouse lawyers?

If I am wrong here and such legal advice to council does
in fact exist (I.e., council’s lawyers have told you that
you are a special magistrate) I believe that, that information
is professionally wrong and therefore procured on the
basis of a false understanding.

If the Administrator honestly believes that this Grant of
Judicial Power exists, as he has described and exercised,
then I believe it ought to be brought to the attention, of
the professional standards division of the SA Law Society,
and NOT as he confidently directs, “the Office of Public
Integrity”.

To continually suggest that we go to the OPI at a time
when there is growing dissatisfaction with the
Ombudsman’s responses and reporting practices, is sadly
laughable.  Coober Pedy residents are aware of issues
dating back to 2016 which have never been adequately
explained, investigated or reported back to the public.

Had the Ombudsman reacted in a more timely manner to
our appeals in 2013, you might not be mired in legacy
issues that you so continually complain about.

The Ombudsman, we believe, is a blunt instrument.
However, contrary to my better judgement, I could be
persuaded to go to the Ombudsman and you would then
need to provide ‘further and better particulars’ (facts) in
relation to your grievance(s) against me and others; not
vague assertions.

You should know that the Ombudsman does not deal in
the type of generalities (piffle) contained in your letter.

You should also note that it is a serious offence to
impersonate a police officer.  For anyone to  impersonate
or usurped a magistrate would even be more serious.

Furthermore, I belive that your decision to first gag and
then ban me really relates to my genuine concern in
mentioning the CEO’s alleged lack of decorum in relation
to a “young female service provider”. (CPRT)

My question in council was simply, “What happened to the
**********? Perhaps we the public may uncover the
answers to our concerns via the Ombudsman and the
Minister for Local Govt? You seem to recommend this path
as the appropriate complaint mechanism.

Why did this simple question, [in the presence of an ABC
media person], shut the meeting down so abruptly?
Considering what is happening inside the public service
in Canberra right now, our questions are very much in
the public interest.  Why should a lower standard of
accountability apply when it concerns women in the bush?

Finally, I assert that both myself as a ratepayer, and Des
Roffey, as a suspended councillor in pertetual limbo, have
been denied the principles of natural justice by the
Administrator. That you seem to be ignorant of your legal
responsibilities to ratepayers is disturbing.

Response To The Administrator’s Letter of 12 February 2021

South Australians have done a great job helping  
stop the spread of COVID-19. And with the arrival  

of effective vaccines proven safe around the world,  
we can all continue to play our part to protect  

ourselves, our loved ones and SA.
Roll up when it’s your turn to get vaccinated.

ROLL UP 
FOR A SAFE, 
EFFECTIVE 
VACCINE.

Sincerely, BC Trueman, Ratepayer
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FOI REQUEST: COOBER PEDY COUNCIL VS STATE GOVT OVER
REVIEW OF FUTURE WATER PROVISION IN COOBER PEDY

During 2020 Mr. Pitman told the gallery at a council
meeting that the reason he turned the pressure up in the
town to enable higher pressure at the William Creek Road
area where he, [and others] lived.

Is it possible Mr. Pitman that your bid to get higher
pressure into  your street, in fact burst the polypipes at
the German Gully point and has been happlessly flowing
down the adjoining hillsides watering weeds in the desert
for three years?

Consumers were accustomed to medium pressure and
were not prepared for water to suddenly come gushing
out of their kitchen taps or their garden hoses at a speed
reminiscent of a fire hose.    Wouldn’t a half-way pumping
station have been a less expensive solution, in retrospect?

Previous water supply employees were aware that in the
changeover from the gravity feed system to mains, the
majority of homes were fitted with low pressure water
pipes internally. Another reason to keep the pressure down.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE MISSING:  Current Coober
Pedy residents will attest that the frequency of leaks
escalated suddenly in early 2018, ongoing, to the point that
the Administrator now tells us in 2021 that they are losing
between 50-60% of our potable water.

Leaks that cannot be found, are arguably due to the lack
of local knowlege and experience within the team.

In early 2018 and under Mr. Pitman Water Manager, the
residents complained that the pressure was abnormaly
high and pipes were bursting not only under the ground
around the town but inside homes as well.  Leaks were
eventually repaired, and then a few weeks later, the roads
were soaked in water again at the same location. Entire
areas reported having no water.

Council claimed that it had not budgeted for repairs to the
water supply which could imply that it was not usual to
have such catastrophic leaks prior to 2018.

From the beginning of 2018 it was clear to the longer
term water consumers of Coober Pedy that this new
council was out of it’s depth trying to manage the Water
Supply to the town after the entire water department
resigned, arguably pushed, end of 2017.  Is it not correct
that Mr. Pitman was in the wings waiting to take over?

See: https://cooberpedytimes.com/2017/12/06/remote-
town-in-crisis-sees-council-workers-forced-to-take-
industrial-strike-action/

Mr. Colin Pitman, previously of Walkerville Council, and
Salsbury Council in SA, duly became Coober Pedy’s new
Water Manager.  Mr. Pitman had become a type of mentor
to Ms Fiona Hogan CEO, albeit before her untimely
resignation.  Mr. Pitman then became Acting CEO also.

Despite the frequent calls for help through the media and
elsewhere by residents, it appears that there is no genuine
oversight for public servants in local government.  Surely
perceived incompetence by ratepayers is an alarm bell
leading to related wasteage of tax payers funds; desecration
of communities, jobs, families and futures?

As a consequence Coober Pedy’s once stable water supply
built by willing hands in the community, from 1985 - mid
90’s, has became a cause for no confidence in this
council’s ability to manage our Water Supply let alone our
outback town.

From January 2018 - 2021 (current) residents buy or
filter their drinking water as a result of the drastic
downgrade in the quality and confidence in the water,
including the condition of the leaking infratructure, reflected
in all too regular social media discussions and complaints.

This entire conundrum with FOI and now SACAT could
possibly have been avoided if the Administrator had been
humble enough to listen to the community who  sought
an “independent body” to assess the infrastructure!

The SA Water Report could only have been a free and
independent assessment if a potential purchase or offer
was not on the table.  If the Infrastructure goes to tender
it could be said that SA Water have an unfair advantage
over the private sector and potentially be accused of  anti-
competitive behaviour.

Government have said NO, it’s a Cabinet document

Water Manager Colin Pitman was quoted in an ABC
interview: ‘Outback Coober Pedy is known for opal
mining, but that may not be its most precious resource’.

"Leak frequency has been something we've aimed to
reduce, but that's not something we've been able to
achieve," water manager Colin Pitman said.

"The pipes are at an age where they all require
replacement."

It is common knowledge that this statement is not correct.

There was no representation from the local community in
the ABC story, which appeared to be dictated solely by the
Council and is now portrayed as some sort of evidence (?)

CPRT has spoken to former water supply workers dating
back to the early 90s.  We heard that 90% of the mains
within the town area, (not outskirts) were originally uPVC
high pressure pipes at PN12 or PN18 pressure. [“PN12
being OK depending on the water pressure”]

According to the Water Services Association of
Australia's Sewer Drain Code, uPVC pipe is a Category
A rating, signifying a life expectancy of over 100 years.

We also discovered by speaking to former workers that
the pipeline in the outer areas, where many of the leaks
have developed in the past 2 or 3 years is only low class
polypipe.

Polypipe is not a high pressure pipe, and so if the town
pressure increases then these pipes are likely to give way.
Qualified or experienced staff would know this.  The
polypipe lines that travel beyond the immediate town area
were laid in 1992 for a few dugouts with overhead tanks.

These areas are sparsely populated and unless there are
regular checks, water can be leaking for months, if not
years undetected, although resident do regular report leaks
but say that it can be a further few weeks before the leaks
receive attention.

Serious leaks have recently been discovered in the line at
German Gully, [that runsfrom the Power Station to William
Creek Road], where two kilometres of replacement pipeline
is now being laid, at the German Gully section.

It would appear from the severe gullying along the pipeline
route that large quantities of water have been lost.  Coober
Pedy is an area with low rainfall and yet a large plantation
of green foliage has sprung up downhill of the damaged
pipeline, on one side and severe gullying opposite.

Is it likely that these pipes have been leaking
unchecked for 3 years?

Senator for South Australia, Rex Patrick has weighed
into a quest for Government transparency by
requesting, on behalf of council, that a report
commissioned by the State Government be released.

After the newly appointed Administrator Tim Jackson
spoke to the SA Government about buying the Water Asset,
or at least financing the repairs, the Government
commissioned SA Water to undertake “a comprehensive
review of future water provision in Coober Pedy”.

Even though the report was handed to the Government in
April 2020, it has not been released publicly but the DCCP
believes it should be allowed to see it.

In his letter to the FOI Coordinator at SA Water,
Senator Patrick says, “This is an application under the
Freedom of Information Act 1991 for access to the
following information: I refer to the following news article
that explores the issues Coober Pedy faces in relation to
its water system: Outback Coober Pedy is known for opal
mining, but that may not be its most precious resource -
ABC News

I seek a copy of the full report by SA Water (that was
commissioned by the State Government) that is believed
to be an economic analysis of the Coober Pedy water
system and explored the cost of repairing or replacing
Coober Pedy’s water assets.”

SA Water, in its response to Senator Patrick say that the
documents sought after are Cabinet Documents and are
exempt from a Freedom of Information request.

Cabinet Documents
Clause 1(1)(f) of Schedule 1 to the Act states that:
1 – Cabinet Documents
(1) A document is an exempt document—
(f) if it is a briefing paper specifically prepared for the
use of a Minister in relation to a matter submitted, or
proposed to be submitted to Cabinet.

“The document in question was specifically prepared for
the use of a Minister in relation to a matter submitted or
proposed to be submitted to Cabinet

If you are unhappy with this determination you are entitled
to exercise your rights of external review by submitting a
request to the South Australian Ombudsman.

Alternatively, you can apply to the South Australian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT). If you wish to seek
a review, you must do so within 30 calendar days of
receiving this internal review determination.”

Members of the public may apply for access to Cabinet
documents that are over 10 years old, as outlined in the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet Circular PC031.

 In some instances, information may be withheld for
reasons such as personal privacy, national security, law
enforcement and public safety.
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/about-the-department/
accountability/accessing-cabinet-documents

Senator Patrick has now lodged a submission to SACAT
outlining what he understands to be the deficits in the SA
Water determination regarding his FOI request.

[SACAT is the South Australian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal. SACAT is a state tribunal that helps South
Australians resolve issues within specific areas of law,
either through agreement at a conference, conciliation or
mediation, or through a decision of the Tribunal at hearing.]

During 2019 the District Council of Coober Pedy under
the stewardship of newly appointed Administrator Tim
Jackson, lobbied the local ratepayers and residents in a
bid to potentially sell the town’s water supply to the State
Government (SA Water).

The Administrator discussed at meetings that by selling
our water asset he could lower council’s risks and pay
off some of the large debts.  Council said they had valued
the water asset themselves at around $8m initially; assessed
by Colin Pitman Water Manager/Acting CEO at that time.

OPINION

Council admits it is losing 50% - 60% of Coober
Pedy’s potable water in leaks they cannot find

SA Water declined to comment on the ABC story and so
the State Government had this to say:

“The State Government said it was sympathetic to the
town's complex water situation and was "actively working
with the council's administrator to explore solutions".

"Unfortunately, Coober Pedy residents have suffered
across a range of issues for too long due to the council's
mismanagement," it said. Margaret Mackay, Editor
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COOBER PEDY SHOOTERS  CLUB VS CADELL PISTOL CLUB
LONG WEEKEND 6 & 7 MARCH 2021

Local Event

Coober Pedy Shooter’s Club Secretary John Di
Donna welcomed everyone to the Long Weekend
Shooter’s event.   John noted that Club President

Brenda Nicholls sends her apology as she couldn’t
be here due to her work commitment.

“Firstly we’d like to thank Cadell Pistol Club and all of the
returning and new visitors from Port Augusta, Quorn,
Adelaide Port Lincoln and Adelaide for a fantastic weekend.

This weekend we’d like to welcome Tony Robinson, the
representative for Northpoint Toyota as our major sponsor.

Also, we’d like to thank the Desert Cave and the staff for
the great food and the venue.

In appreciation, we’d like to award Northpoint Toyota
(Tony Robinson) with a plaque for their valuable support
and contribution.  Includes NorthPoint service voucher.

In appreciation, we’d like to award Darren Carter with a
plaque for his valuable support and contribution.  Includes
NorthPoint service voucher. Darren couldn’t attend this
weekend due to medical issues. Darren organised the
amenities with a contractor to donate to the shooting club.

In appreciation, we like to award Stuart and Michelle a
plaque for their valuable support and contribution.
Includes Winchester flask.

On arrival, I attached an ankle bracelet to Stuart. He wasn’t
going anywhere until the amenities were plumbed in and
working.

We also wish to acknowledge Mike Maylin Constructions.
We are very grateful to have a great relationship with our
local community. Mike supplied plumbing materials and
electrical materials with an electrician to connect the toilet
unit.

Umoona Opal Mine and Museum donated the Bisalloy
plates for the steel challenge today. The club is appreciative
to have members to donate their time and machinery to
the club.

A Big thank all Range Officers Sam Jones, Adrian Christie,
Dale Price John Di Donna, ramon Kruger, Andrew
Glazbrook, if I missed anyone, then you also are included.

Other thank you’s include Tina Boyd - loan of her
excavator – Dale Price use of his Loader and days spend
making new stands for the steel challenge – Sam Jones
for his Dingo and electrical expertise. – Tabetha Wilkes
with her pick and shovel digging garden beds – Tabetha
has carted plants from her garden then made a beautiful
landscape around the club. (I don’t know what plants
they are but it looks good).

Jenny Gough for all the food and desserts she prepared
all weekend. $100.00 voucher from Outback Bar and Grill
goes to Jenny Gough.

Royce Cooper purchased a defibrillator for the shooting
club. Royce is a life member of the shooting club. Out of
the blue, he came to me and said he wanted to donate a
defibrillate. Can I make it happen? I contacted the Fire
Equipment and Maintenance group, and it happened.
Thank you Royce.

In appreciation, we like to award Tabetha Wilkes with a
plaque for her valuable support and contribution. Includes
NorthPoint service voucher gift table supplied by CPSC.

Carol Shearer, Des Kemp provided gun bag, Fire
Equipment Maintenance Group provided caps, fire
exquishers, fire blankets. If you need extinguishers
serviced or first aid equipment, maybe some tag and
testing, they are the guys to contact.

Northpoint Toyota merchandises, Gun bags supplied by
SARA Store (Specialising in Long Range Precision
Shooting Accessories) Medals Mystery Auction and Raffle
supplied by Au Internet and Computer Services.”

As always we’d like to thank the Coober Pedy Regional
Times for their long-standing, behind the scenes support
and sponsorship with advertising, promotions and follow
up news for all of the Shooter’s Club events.

Tony Robinson from Northpoint Toyota in Port
Augusta presents Michelle Thomas (Cadell) with

Female Top Gun

Connor Lamb Wins Junior Top Gun for the
weekend.  Presented by Tony Robinson

Northpoint Toyota

Dale Price Wins the Topgun Male for the
weekend shoot. Presented by Northpoint

Toyota’s Tony Robinson

Stuart and Michelle Thomas (Cadell) receiving an
appreciation award from John Di Donna Secretary

Coober Pedy SC.

Sam, Nicko, Yanni and Adrian celebrating the
shooting presentations

Nick and Sabrina Troisi (Umoona Opal Mine) and
Musem) receiving appreciation award

Secretary John Di Donna is presented with a bottle of
Baileys Irish Cream by (Public Officer) Tabetha

Wilkes for the effort in organising the amenities and
the successful  long weekend competition

Our interclub shoot with
the Cadell Pistol Club

finished off with a
Sunday night meal and

presentation
evening at the Crystal
Cafe/Desert Cave Hotel

 Photos:
Michelle Thomas, Daniel
Lamb, and Coober Pedy

Regional Times

Close up view of Sponsor’s Awards (Plaque).
Sponsors appreciate the effort that the Shooters

Club takes to show its appreciation
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Our interclub shoot with the Cadell Pistol Club
finished off with a group photo of the two competing
Clubs and on Sunday night a meal and presentation

evening at the Crystal Cafe/Desert Cave Hotel

Thank you to Cadell Pistol Club, our sponsors, and all of
our members and visitors that participated and helped in
any way.

It was a difficult weekend with knowledge of the tragic
accident and road damage at Eulcolo Creek overpass on
the Stuart Highway near Lake Hart.  As we bid you all a
safe farewell on Sunday, we look forward to the next
event together.

For the locals: Steel Challenge Pistols and Rapid Fire Rifles
are on as usual for our members this coming weekend.

Replica circa 1827 black powder pistol

COOBER PEDY SHOOTERS  CLUB VS CADELL PISTOL CLUB
LONG WEEKEND 6 & 7 MARCH 2021

Photos: Angela Lukacs and Daniel Lamb

Local Event

John (Grandad - Cadell) Steel Plates Pistols

Participating in the Black Powder event is Jeff
Mortimer (Cadell) wearing his yabby net

Dale Price (Coober Pedy) demonstrating Steel Plate
Challenge for the Cadell group

Jason Lukacs , Cadell 50m Rim Fire

Kevin Meyers from Cadell - 44 Black PowderAngie from Cadell club shooting 36 cal. Black
powder pistol

Cadell setting up black powder pistols
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SUNDAYS
GOLF 1pm Teeoff
.

What’s On
in COOBER PEDY &

*Visiting Services*

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time

COOBER PEDY RSL

CFS TRAINING  CFS TRAINING:
Wednesday each fortnight 7-9pm.
Please contact regional office on
08 8642 2399 or
Email: CFSRegion4@sa.gov.au for
more information.

SATURDAYS

Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm

FRIDAYS
Greek Charcoal BBQ every
Friday at the Greek Hall.
TBA

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

MINE RESCUE/SES Training is
weekly at  8:00pm on a Wednesday
AND every 2nd Saturday of the month
training at 8:30am. Martin Grava Unit
Manager:  0407617301

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates,

or Ring John DiDonna
on 0427649389

CROATION CLUB TBA
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mine Rescue/SES training
Training is weekly at  8:00pm on a
Wednesday  AND every 2nd
Saturday of the month training at
8:30am. Martin Grava Unit
Manager:  0407617301

WEDNESDAY

SA schools term
dates 2021

Arid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas Accounting
Audit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & Tax

Richard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard Younger

Mob: 0422 428 850
richard@aaaaat.com.au

We specialise in providing practical,
sound accounting, auditing & tax
services & advice to individuals,

families & businesses

These services include:
• Business Activity
Statements (BAS)
•    Income tax returns
•    Book-keeping
•    Payroll Services
•    Business advice
•    Audit
•     Forming partnerships,
trusts and companies
•  Obtaining Australian
Business Number (ABN)

Office: Business Centre, Hutchison
Street (next to Centrelink)
PO Box 711 Coober Pedy

ACCOUNTANT - COOBER PEDY

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

Supporting “Shop Local at
Coober Pedy”

SDrive-In Movies in 2021

https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/

Adelaide Cup Day Mon, 8 Mar 2021

Good Friday Fri, 2 Apr 2021

Holy Saturday Sat, 3 Apr 2021

Easter Monday Mon, 5 Apr 2021

Anzac Day Sun, 25 Apr 2021

Anzac Day Mon, 26 Apr 2021

Queen's Birthday Mon, 14 June 2021

Labour Day Mon, 4 Oct 2021

Christmas Eve Fri, 24 Dec 2021

Christmas Day Mon, 27 Dec 2021

Boxing Day Tue, 28 Dec 2021

Proclamation Day  Tue, 28 Dec 2021

New Year's Eve Fri, 31 Dec 2021

1)  27 January – 9 April

2)  27 April – 2 July

3)  19 July – 24 Sept

4)  11 October – 10 Dec

Time to dust off your helmets and start getting ready for
this year's Speedway season which includes bike races for

the kids.

SUNDAY 21st of MARCH 9am
-PRACTICE DAY and WORKING BEE at the track.

A great chance to bring your car out, do a few laps and
help get the grounds ready for this year.

Jobs to do:-Jobs to do:-Jobs to do:-Jobs to do:-Jobs to do:-
•  Clean up weeds, etc.

•  Clean out the food van ready for a refurbish.
•  Tidy up the container.

To all members and followers - we need your help to get
the track ready.   Many hands make light work.

9.30 am start.

See you all there

COOBER PEDY MOTORCOOBER PEDY MOTORCOOBER PEDY MOTORCOOBER PEDY MOTORCOOBER PEDY MOTOR
CLUB - SPEEDWAYCLUB - SPEEDWAYCLUB - SPEEDWAYCLUB - SPEEDWAYCLUB - SPEEDWAY

Attention Speedway members and fans



See page 2 for Rates, Deadlines & Publishing Dates
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PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES

POSITION VACANT

SOLAR SYSTEMS

Updates have been made to the Residential
Aged Care Facilities Direction.

Residential Aged Care Facilities No 33

The Residential Aged Care No 33 Direction comes into effect at 12.01am on
Thursday 11 March 2021.

The changes are:
  - The Direction has been amended to allow a person to enter a Residential Aged
Care Facility for the purpose of participating in a group activity led or supervised by
an employee, contractor, student or volunteer of the facility. Group activities may
include things such as arts classes, exercise or recreational activities such as bingo.

  - Other exceptions apply, for the full list please see the Prohibition on Entry and
Exceptions section in the Residential Aged Care Facilities Direction.

Other existing requirements remain. The information above only highlights the
changes key made to the Directions and does not reflect all requirements. Members
of the public are encouraged to see the full Directions for further information.
.
All existing directions, frequently asked questions and other information can be found
here: https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

If you require further information you can call the SA COVID-19 Information Line
on 1800 253 787 between the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the SA
Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

The Emergency Management (Residential Aged Care Facilities No 32) (COVID-19)
Direction 2021 has been revoked and replaced by the Emergency Management
(Residential Aged Care Facilities No 33) (COVID-19) Direction 2021.

Case Manager –
Coober Pedy Homelessness and Domestic and

Aboriginal Family Violence Service
Coober Pedy

.8 Fte

Are you passionate about improving safety and wellbeing outcomes for
individuals and families experiencing homelessness, domestic or

family violence?

Case managers deliver domestic violence counselling support, crisis
assistance and advocacy for clients at risk of or experiencing

homelessness.

For further information and to apply please go to www.ucsa.org.au and
click on ‘Join Us’

Applications close 28th March 2021

BUZZARD IRON ORE PROJECT

COMMUNITY AND SUPPLIERS  FORUM

Italian ClubItalian ClubItalian ClubItalian ClubItalian Club

TTTTThurhurhurhurhursdasdasdasdasday 25th Mary 25th Mary 25th Mary 25th Mary 25th Marccccchhhhh

6.00pm – 7:30pm6.00pm – 7:30pm6.00pm – 7:30pm6.00pm – 7:30pm6.00pm – 7:30pm

NO COST - All WNO COST - All WNO COST - All WNO COST - All WNO COST - All Welcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

********* INVIT********* INVIT********* INVIT********* INVIT********* INVITAAAAATION **********TION **********TION **********TION **********TION **********
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ART COMPETITION

Creativity Takes Courage
Entries open 30 March 2021

Launching in 2021, the inaugural annual National Capital Art Prize is the first Australia-
wide competition for paintings of any subject.
Prize Categories

    Open Prize valued at $15,000
    First Nations Prize for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists valued at

$15,000
    Landscape Prize valued at $5,000

    Student Prize valued at $2,500

Entries open 30 March 2021

This competition aims to ignite the passion and courage of artists across the country,
many of whom lost the opportunity to display and sell their work during 2020 with its
devastating impact on the arts sector.

Key Dates
    Entries open – 30 March

    Entries close – 1 July
    Finalists announced – 2 August

    Official opening and award night – 17 September
    Public exhibition opens – 18 September

Art Eligibility
The submitted artwork:

    Must be a painting
    Must be available for sale

    Can be of any subject (such as a portrait, landscape, abstract or any subject
matter)

    Can be painted in any medium (such as oil, acrylic, watercolour, mixed
media, pencil)

    Must not exceed the size limit of 150x150cm
    Must have been completed within the previous 12-month period, 1 July 2020

– 1 July 2021

    Can be one of four different paintings entered by the same artist in any combination
of the four categories, g.: three entries in Landscape and one entry in Open or two
entries in Open and two in First Nation or four in one category and so on

https://nationalcapitalartprize.com.au/

$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Sport Vt Vt Vt Vt Voucoucoucoucoucherherherherhersssss
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram

The program is open for parents and carers who are now able to claim $50 sport
vouchers for their children, to use towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.

Clubs wishing to register for the program and parents or guardians wanting to find a
participating club in their area should go to www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.

The Government of SA has approved the Sports Vouchers program for a further four
years until 2021-22

STATE YOUR OPINION:
State Election Survey

As South Australia continues its recovery from COVID-19 and with a State Election
set for early next year, 2021 is looking to be a crucial year for the business community
to have its voice heard.

By completing this 10-15 minute survey you will be assisting  to develop policy
positions which will form Business SA’s Charter for a More Prosperous South Australia,
a paper prepared every pre-election period. To see the 2018 release, please click
here. Our survey gathers your views of constraints to your business and what is
needed to foster a business environment to achieve sustainable growth.

With the State’s political parties preparing their policy positions for 2022, the time for
the business community to have its say is now.

In advance, thank you for taking the time to complete our survey, helping us advocate
effectively on your behalf.

To complete the Anonymous survey - Press the
Tiny Url here: https://tinyurl.com/vjd5sbpe

If you are receiving this survey request for the first time and are not the relevant
person in your organisation to complete it, please forward this email to the owner or
appropriate senior manager - it is generally completed at an owner, chief executive,
or chief financial officer level.
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WWWWWelcome telcome telcome telcome telcome to Gro Gro Gro Gro Grants & Opporants & Opporants & Opporants & Opporants & Opportunities 202tunities 202tunities 202tunities 202tunities 20211111
  Grants 2021

1-

The RThe RThe RThe RThe Road Safoad Safoad Safoad Safoad Safeeeeety Innoty Innoty Innoty Innoty Innovvvvvation Fation Fation Fation Fation Fundundundundund
Open NOpen NOpen NOpen NOpen NOOOOOWWWWW

StrongerStrongerStrongerStrongerStronger
CommunitiesCommunitiesCommunitiesCommunitiesCommunities
PrPrPrPrProgogogogogrrrrrammeammeammeammeamme

The Stronger Communities Programme provides each of
the 151 Federal electorates with $150,000 to fund small
capital projects.

These projects aim to improve local community
participation and contribute to vibrant viable communities.

Federal Members of Parliament (MPs) identify potential
projects and invite applications from their electorate.

The program intends to encourage and support
participation in local projects, improve local community
participation and contribute to vibrant and viable
communities.

Round 6 of the program will continue to support
Australia’s economic recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic.

For further information visit:
https://www.business.gov.au/Grants-and-Programs/
Stronger-Communities-Programme

Applications close at 5:00pm, 22 March 2021

TTTTTourourourourourism Indusism Indusism Indusism Indusism Industrtrtrtrtryyyyy
DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

FundFundFundFundFund
The Tourism Industry Development Fund is

designed to support and stimulate private sector
investment in new and improved regional

accommodation, and the development of quality
tourism product and experiences.

It aims to assist in the COVID recovery of regional
tourism by encouraging regional operators to improve and
diversify so they can attract more visitors and get a higher
return on their offering.

Through the South Australian Tourism Commission, the
State Government is committing $20 million to the
Tourism Industry Development Fund over two years to
support regional tourism in South Australia.

Applicants can seek grants from $20,000 to $500,000
(excluding GST) with a maximum of 30 per cent State
Government grant of the total project value.

There are two streams in the Tourism Industry
Development Fund, Regional Infrastructure Project and
Regional Product and Experience Development Projects

For further information visit: https://tourism.sa.gov.au/
support/tourism-industry-development-fund

Applications close 5.00pm, 31st March 2022 OR until
all funds have been allocated

CarCarCarCarCaraaaaavvvvvan Pan Pan Pan Pan Parararararkkkkksssss
DefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillator

SubsidySubsidySubsidySubsidySubsidy
In 2019, the Federal Government in partnership with
Caravan Industry Association of Australia, launched a
Caravan Park Defibrillator Subsidy Program for Caravan
Parks to encourage operators to install these devices to
help save the lives of those people experiencing a sudden
cardiac arrest.

The funding of $1 million from the government will match
dollar to dollar up to $1000 per unit (excluding GST)
purchased by an operator.
For further information visit:

https://www.caravanindustry.com.au/defib-subsidy-
overview

Applications close June 30th, 2021

Regional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional Event
FundFundFundFundFund
(ONGOING)

The Marshall Liberal Government is putting regional jobs
first, thanks to an additional $1 million in regional event
funding – set to spur new and innovative events and to
grow existing events right across the state.

Through the South Australian Tourism Commission, the
State Government is committing an additional $1 million
to South Australia’s regional events in 2021/22 to
strengthen the regional events calendar by encouraging
the development of new and innovative regional events,
grow existing events, and drive increased visitation and
economic stimulus to the regional economy.

Applications for Significant Event Funding will be
accepted year-round, funding available from 1 July 2021.

Applicants can seek funding grants from $5,000 to
more than $50,000 (excluding GST).

Criteria and funding guidelines are available at:
https://tourism.sa.gov.au/support/regional-event-fund

GO ID: GO4676
Agency: Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development and Communications
Close Date & Time:  29-Mar-2021 11:30 pm (ACT
Local Time)

Primary Category: 351003 - Transport
Secondary Category: 381001 - Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Research
Publish Date: 24-Feb-2021
Location: ACT, NSW, VIC, SA, WA, QLD, NT, TAS,
Administered Territories
Selection Process: Open Competitive

Description:  The Road Safety Innovation Fund is
designed to contribute to the reduction of road trauma.
The $12 million initiative was announced by the Australian
Government on 29 March 2019 as a Budget measure to
support road safety research and the development of new,
innovative road safety technologies and products. The
Round 2 Grant Opportunity will be delivered by way of
an open competitive round with a total value of $10 million
over three financial years.

Eligibility: To be eligible to for a grant you must:
• have an Australian Business Number (ABN)
• be registered for the purposes of GST (unless exempt)
• be a permanent resident of Australia
• have an account with an Australian Financial Institution
•  be located in Australia and be one of the following
entity types:

• a company incorporated in Australia
• a company incorporated by a guarantee
• an incorporated trustee on behalf of a trust

• an incorporated association
• a partnership
• a joint (consortia) application with a lead organisation [1]
• a registered charity or not-for-profit organisation
• a publicly funded research organisation
• an Australian local government body
• an Australian state or territory government body
• an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Corporation
registered under the  Corporations (Aboriginal and /or
Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006

You are not eligible for a grant if you are:

• an individual;
• unincorporated association;
• overseas resident/organisation;
• an organisation not included in the section above.

[1]  The Australian Government recognises that some
organisations may seek to form consortia in order to apply
for a grant under the Program. Consortia are eligible to
apply and the relevant conditions applicable to consortia
are at clause 7.2  ‘Joint Applications’
Grant Activity Timeframe:

The Grant activity will commence in April 2021 and close
on 30 June 2023
Total Amount Available (AUD): $10,000,000.00
Estimated Grant Value (AUD): From $20,000.00 to
$350,000.00

Instructions for Application Submission:
You must submit your proposal to
roadsafetygrants2@infrastructure.gov.au by 11.30 PM
(Canberra Time), 29 March 2021.

Performers’Performers’Performers’Performers’Performers’
TTTTTrrrrrususususust Ft Ft Ft Ft Foundationoundationoundationoundationoundation

ONGOING
Established in 1975, the PPCA Performers’ Trust
Foundation provides grants to promote and encourage
music and the music-related performing arts.

All applications for grants are reviewed by the trustees
and must be for one or more of the following purposes:

• .Performances at concerts at or for charitable
institutions such as hospitals or homes for the aged;
• .Scholarships for the promotion and encouragement
of musical and theatrical education;
• .The promotion and encouragement of the performing
arts to the general public;
• .The aid or assistance of any beneficiary who is unable
to adequately maintain herself/himself by her/his own
exertions and other income

For further information visit: http://www.ppca.com.au/
ppca-about-us/ppca-performers-trust-foundation/



Page 7                                                           Coober Pedy Regional Times - Bulletin                                                          Friday 12 March 2021

ongoing Grants 2021

Mallala Grains Pet Store
Pick up your Pet Supplies & SAVE

0417 272 573
1 Balaklava Road Mallala

Wed & Thurs 10am - 4.30pm
Sat 10am - 12pm

Please message before you come

PIRSPIRSPIRSPIRSPIRSA DrA DrA DrA DrA Droughtoughtoughtoughtought
SupportSupportSupportSupportSupport

A number of services and avenues for assistance are
available to support farm families, farm businesses and
rural communities prepare for and manage the drought
conditions, including:

Financial Assistance | Family & Business Support |
Health & Wellbeing

Rural Financial Counselling Service | Farm Advice
Animal Health & Welfare | Community Support | Cur-
rent Outlook

For further information visit: http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/
grants_and_assistance/drought_support

Regional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional Event
FundFundFundFundFund

Funding for round 1 will close at 5pm on Monday,
12 April 2021.

Through the South Australian Tourism Commission, the
State Government is committing an additional $1 million
to South Australia’s regional events in 2021/22 to
strengthen the regional events calendar by encouraging
the development of new and innovative regional events,
grow existing events, and drive increased visitation and
economic stimulus to the regional economy.

Applications for Significant Event Funding will be ac-
cepted year-round, funding available from 1 July 2021.

Applicants can seek funding grants from $5,000
to more than $50,000 (excluding GST).

Criteria and funding guidelines are available at: https://
tourism.sa.gov.au/support/regional-event-fund

Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &
Music GrMusic GrMusic GrMusic GrMusic Grantsantsantsantsants

The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is respon-
sible for the administration of arts and culture grant pro-
grams.

Funding programs span art forms and sectors, including
public art and design, independent makers and present-
ers, artists and organisations for the deaf, people with
disability and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts.

Carefully targeted programs support artists and organi-
sations through flexible funding arrangements that in-
clude triennial, annual and project-specific agreements.

For further information and guidelines visit: https://
dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/arts-and-culture/grants

Opening August
WWWWWoolwoolwoolwoolwoolworororororttttthshshshshs

“““““YYYYYou Grou Grou Grou Grou Grooooow Girw Girw Girw Girw Girl”l”l”l”l”
 Gr Gr Gr Gr Grantsantsantsantsants

Woolworths want to support netball clubs and associa-
tions across the nation by offering 125 x $2,000 grants
to netball clubs and associations who continue to seek
funding to assist with developments / improvements to
their community, whether that be through:

•     Upgrading facilities
•     Developing skills
•     Purchasing equipment
•     Supporting their clubs members

Woolworths want to continue to provide confidence to
young girls to grow healthy and strong through the game
they love to play.

Who can apply?

•     Entries are open to any Australian netball club or
association
•     Clubs or associations should have a specific project
in mind for how the grant will be used to benefit their
local community

When is this happening?

•     Entries will open again 1st August 2020, keep
an eye on this website for more info.

What the grant includes?

•     All grants will consist of the same elements, to en-
sure fairness and transparency
•     There are 125 x $2,000 grants

Judging criteria

    1.) Clubs and associations have a tangible project or
activity in mind to utilise the grant money
    2.)  The project or activity will positively impact the
netball community within a 12 month period
    3.) The project or activity will celebrate and highlight
the netball club or association and help strengthen the
wider community relationship

For further information visit: https://
yougrowgirl.netball.com.au/grants/

FFFFFarararararm Hubm Hubm Hubm Hubm Hub
The Farm Hub was built by the National Farmers Fed-
eration as an online portal for information and resources
for Farmers (both for business and individuals).

The first release of the site is focussed on circulating
drought information. Over the coming months, more in-
formation will be added about other farming initiatives
and support.

For more information visit: https://farmhub.org.au

LandcareLandcareLandcareLandcareLandcare
Landcare Australia raises funds to support environmental
and sustainable agriculture projects through corporate
and government partnerships, fundraising and donations.

In order to better identify suitable projects to support,
we invite eligible Landcare and community groups to
submit a project summary using our online Expression
of Interest (EoI) form.

Each project summary will be reviewed and kept on file
by Landcare Australia, and if a suitable funding partner
of funding stream identified, groups may be invited to
submit a more detailed application.

For further information visit: https://
landcareaustralia.org.au/funding-opportunities/
expression-of-interest/

Boots for AllBoots for AllBoots for AllBoots for AllBoots for All
EqEqEqEqEquipment Gruipment Gruipment Gruipment Gruipment Grantantantantant
Boots for All’s vision is to have an active and socially
inclusive Australia through sport.

The organisation exists to break down barriers to sport
participation and strengthen communities by collecting
and distributing quality, new and near-new sports
equipment to vulnerable Australians and by providing
volunteering and training opportunities via the Sports for
All social enterprise sports store.

For further information visit: https://
www.bootsforall.org.au/request-equipment

ConnellanConnellanConnellanConnellanConnellan
AirAirAirAirAirwwwwwaaaaayyyyys Ts Ts Ts Ts Trrrrrusususususttttt

The aim of the grant is to improve social and economic
outcomes for people living in Outback Australia.

Grants are available to organisations that support children
and adults living on stations or in small settlements in
Outback Australia, or residents of the larger outback
centres of Australia who provide assistance to the above.

Applications are considered four times a year and are
received by the Executive Officer on the 15th of
February, May, August and November.

For further information visit: http://
www.connellanairwaystrust.org.au/organistational-
grants-overview

Applications are to be received by the Executive office
by the 15th of February, May, August and November
each year

FRRR TFRRR TFRRR TFRRR TFRRR Tacacacacacklingklingklingklingkling
TTTTTough Tough Tough Tough Tough Timesimesimesimesimes

TTTTTogogogogogeeeeetttttherherherherher
The Tackling Tough Times Together grant program helps
communities access the resources they need to support
one another through the ongoing effects of the drought.

Grants are available for a broad range of grassroots,
community-led initiatives that directly and clearly benefit
local communities.

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and
assessed quarterly.

Three tiers of grants are available:

.Up to $20,000 – projects to be finalised within 18
months of approval;
.Up to $60,000 – projects to be finalised within 18
months of approval;
.Up to $150,000 – applications for this tier are by
Expression of Interest, and multi-year projects (up to
three years) are welcomed.

Applicants must speak with the TTTT team to discuss
their project before applying.

For further information visit: https://frrr.org.au/funding/
disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/tackling-tough-
times-together/
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VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

Coober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters Club
Welcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and Sponsors
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