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2021 OPAL SYMPOSIUM AT COOBER
PEDY DELIVERS PACKED PROGRAM

Coober Pedy has played host to the tenth National
Opal Symposium attracting delegates from all over

Australia to the “Opal Capital” of the world. The
biennial event is shared between Qld, NSW and SA.

After an enthusiastic welcome at the Italian Club on
Tuesday evening, the event kicked off the next morning
at the Desert Cave with an televised address from the
State Minister for Energy and Mining Dan van Holst
Pellekaan who gave some heart to those who are hoping
for expansion of the prescribed fields.

[Minister Dan Van Holst Pellekaan’s address in
reprinted on pages 3 & 4]

Following reports from interstate opal mining associations,
delegates were treated to high calibre presentations
throughout the day focussing on  the  difficulties faced
by an industry which has had to deal with real challenges
presented by COVID 19 but equally is determined to
bounce back.

A presentation on data accumulated from the Geological
Survey of South Australia raised great interest in miners
hoping to identify new fields and the pathway to explore
them.

Day one was concluded by an address from the Federal
Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey who opened by
comparing Akubra hats and opal, both famously Australian,
but made the point that we do not wear them ourselves.

Mr Ramsey paid great credit to the actions of the Morrison
Government in protecting  Australia’s health through early
international border closures and provided stimulus to
protect the economy through a huge range of programs.

He said the assistance had  primarily focussed on
preserving the capacity of our economy and heavily
supporting our small and medium business through the
crisis because it understood their importance in driving
the post-COVID 19 recovery.

Day two started with a heavy focus on the history of the
Australian opal industry with highlights being the story of
Andamooka legend Minni Berrington and the launch of a
new book Opal Hunters, by Don Bartram.

Throughout the day quality presentations on the unique
properties of opal, selling on the internet and new
opportunities in the world market.

A good number of first-time visitors expressed thanks
and appreciation for a well-run event in unique and vibrant
opal town.

Organiser of this year’s Opal Symposium Ms Gai Di Donna
reiterated the even’t success, saying, “After 12 months
delay [due to CoVid-19 restrictions] Coober Pedy finally
hosted the 20/20 Vision 10th National Opal Symposium.”

“We welcomed miners from local, regional and interstate
mining fields, researchers from Universities, Government
bodies with their data analysis and safety rules.  There
were opal buyers and sellers, historian’s and just about
anyone with a thirst for knowledge and networking and it
was all about the Opal Industry.”

“Over the two days of presentations, we listened to
speakers from far and wide, share their knowledge, their
findings, their experiences and their interests,” said Ms.
Di Donna.

“The weather was against the Queenslanders with some
attendees prevented from attending due to flooded rivers.
A CoVid-19 outbreak prevented a couple of the Queensland
presenters from attending in person but this did not stop
them in delivering their presentations. It just became a
different mode from in person to over the internet via
Zoom”.

“As with everything over the last 12 months Zoom has
become the ‘norm’ to stay in contact and to overcome
the isolation and distances that were always travelled.

This was a first for Coober Pedy and for the National
Opal Symposium the ability to bring presenters and
delegates to the Symposium who otherwise would not
have been able to attend.  This included a person from the
UK who also Zoomed into the symposium,” continued
Ms. Di Donna.

“Even with the Covid-19 restriction, the Symposium
registrations totalled 103”  said Gai Di Donna

Networking and social interaction was also valuable.
The Italo-Australian club was the perfect place to meet
and greet the attendees and to enjoy a wonderful
barbeque and watch some old Opal mining movies
courtesy of the Historical Society.”

“On Wednesday we began the 2 days of sharing
information, learning about the industry and the
possibilities for the future of the Opal industry and the
individual miner.”

“The food was exquisite at the Desert Cave and the
convention room was well suited to seat all of the
attendees. Finally, the attendees were treated to a
spectacular sunset and 360 circovision experience hosted
by The Big Winch 360. What an experience and what a
close to an incredible 20/20 Vision 10th National Opal
Symposium.” concluded Ms. Di Didonna.

Group photo including all presenters that attended, and the Opal Symposium organsing committee

Opal Industry mates Anthony Smallwood, Peter
Sherman and Terry Brennan-Kuss catchup at

Tuesday’s Meet and Greet

Colleagues Ashley Wood, Coober Pedy Mine’s
Department and Andrew Moll Department of Energy

and Mining at Tuesday’s Meet and Greet
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1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 word story in plain text and a suitable
photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial” or “Special
Feature”, please enquire about the cost first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community programs
is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions must accompany photos
+ DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS
6.) Letters to Editor need to be signed and also may
be edited.

CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill
Four pillars of Democracy are
LEGISLATIVE : The body which makes laws
for the state.
EXECUTIVE : Executes and enforces laws.
JUDICIARY : Works to protect laws.
PRESS/MEDIA : The 4th estate of democracy.
It informs the public

‘Media releases’ may be submitted however there
is no obligation on the newspaper to publish any
part of it.  Media releases are generally one sided
so comments may, (or may not)  be extracted and
used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.

Letters to Editor should be sent by email where
possible and must be relevant to the community.
Potentially defamatory comments will be edited or
deleted.

           Bi Monthly
Friday 23 Apr 2021
Friday 07 May 2021
Friday 21 May 2021
Friday 11 Jun 2021

ABOUT US
 The annual rainfall in the area is around 175

mm (5 inches) per annum

The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL/
ONLINE in 2006. Although online is now the

main trend, copies are still printed locally.

Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 275 Coober Pedy  SA 5723

Ph:  (08) 8672 5920
Email:  editor@cooberpedytimes.com

https://cooberpedytimes.com/

The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road in town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS tour - you’ll
believe you’re on Mars.

     Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES (at least 1500
people living underground)

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

Take a tour to the natural landscapes outside the town
(see film locations like Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome
and Red Planet) including the PAINTED DESERT, the
colourful BREAKAWAYS and the MOON PLAIN

 Enjoy an evening at the Coober Pedy DRIVE-IN
usually on a Saturday

During Easter a  GEM TRADE SHOW is held

South

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do in Coober Pedy

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

Winter 2021
Start (June Solstice)

21 Jun1:02 pm

Spring 2021
Start (September Equinox)

23 Sep4:51 am

Summer 2021-2022
Start (December Solstice)

22 Dec2:29 am

The latest Climate Driver Update and Climate Model
Summary are now available on the Bureau's website.

La Niña 2020–21 fades as El Niño–Southern Oscillation
returns to neutral

ENSO Outlook
Our ENSO Outlook provides up-to-date information
on the likelihood of an El Niño or La Niña developing.
Current status: INACTIVE

The Bureau's ENSO Outlook has moved from LA NIÑA to
INACTIVE as most El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
indicators have now returned to neutral levels. Climate model
outlooks suggest the Pacific Ocean will remain at neutral
ENSO levels at least until winter.

Tropical Pacific Ocean sea surface temperatures have
persisted at ENSO-neutral values for several weeks.

Atmospheric indicators are also generally at neutral ENSO
levels. The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) is close to
zero, while trade winds are currently being enhanced by
the Madden–Julian Oscillation (MJO). Only cloudiness near
the Date Line continues to show a weak La Niña-like
signature.

These changes are consistent with climate model outlooks, which
have indicated a return to ENSO neutral during the southern
hemisphere autumn, with little indication of a return to La Niña
patterns in the coming months. A return to ENSO neutral
conditions in autumn is also typical of the life cycle of ENSO
events.

The Madden–Julian Oscillation (MJO) is currently the strongest
climate driver influencing Australia. The MJO has moved into the
Australian region at moderate strength and is expected to bring
increased cloudiness and rainfall to far northern Australia and the
broader Maritime Continent over the next week or two. This also
brings an increased risk of tropical low/cyclone activity.

The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) is currently neutral and
expected to remain neutral for the coming fortnight.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is also neutral.

Climate change continues to influence Australian and global
climate. Australia's climate has warmed by 1.44 ± 0.24 °C over
1910–2019, while recent decades have seen increased rainfall
across northern Australia during the northern wet season
(October–April), with more high-intensity, short-duration rainfall
events. Southern Australia has seen a reduction of 10–20% in
cool season (April–October) rainfall in recent decades.

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Climate Driver
Update
Issued 30 March 2021



Page 3                                                    Coober Pedy Regional Times                            Friday 9 April 2021

OPAL INDUSTRY EVENT

Opal Symposium Opening
Throughout the past century, Australian opals have
dominated international markets because of their truly
exceptional quality.

The alluring flicker of amazing colours in our opals
absorbs and reflects light, and amplifies and intrigues.

Black opal from Lightning Ridge in New South Wales
offers its majestic play of colours.

Queensland’s boulder opal reflects the brilliant hues of
our oceans.

And from beneath our arid Outback lands, South Australia
produces the finest quality crystal and white opals from
Andamooka and Coober Pedy.

It is little wonder then, that opals are both Australia’s
national and South Australia’s state gemstone
emblems.We are proud that South Australia’s opal
industry punches above its weight – filling the order books
for 80 per cent of the world’s opal market.

Through 2019-20, South Australian opal miners kept busy
with an estimated sales value of $17.7 million.

And I want to acknowledge the creative work of the
“Coober Pedy Retail Business and Tourism
Association”,  attracting huge numbers of visitors to
experience the wonder of our opals, opal mining culture
and local hospitality, and diversifying the other available
experiences for outback travellers.

In recent years, the Association has rekindled interest
in South Australia’s opal fields through the   “get outback
and get underground” campaign.

Venue: Desert Cave Hotel, 31 March 21

Hon Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP Minister for
Energy and Mining opening the 2021 Opal

Symposium

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen.

The Government of South Australia acknowledges the
Antakirinja Matu-Yankunytjatjara   people  as the
traditional owners of the land you meet on today.

I also acknowledge the people from dozens of other
ethnic backgrounds who have also called Coober Pedy
home over the last several decades.

I wish I could be with you all in Coober Pedy today to
open the “National Opal Symposium”, but unfortunately
it’s not possible due to Parliament sitting in Adelaide
this week.

To the delegates and speakers who have travelled long
distances from across Australia,  I trust your stay in
Coober Pedy will be memorable, informative, productive
and fun.

Thank you for supporting this conference and opal mining
in South Australia.

Our Government, through the Department for Energy
and Mining, is proud to support the 10th “National Opal
Symposium”.

And as you all know, our Australian opals are
extraordinary, created over many millions of years.

Coober Pedy, the “Opal Capital of the World”, is also
an extremely special place and is very dear to my heart.

It’s a remarkable town built by the hard work of
migrant miners, who brought a strong spirit of
freedom and independence, as they came to

seek their fortunes.

The precious opal and colourful people make Coober
Pedy the perfect choice to host this 10th national
symposium.

And what a fantastic program the dedicated organising
committee has brought you,  showcasing an exciting
vision for the future of opal mining in Australia.

Coming together at this symposium is an opportunity to
celebrate the very best of the opal industry, share
discoveries and new technological advances, create new
business relationships  and also enjoy heartfelt
comradery. Continued next page

Hon Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP Minister for
Energy and Mining opened the 2021 Opal

Symposium with an inspiring address
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6 only questions on the faulty financial
statement prepared and published on 5th July
2020 on council’s website that remained in the
public domain for between 5-7 days.

We invited the council to respond more
specifically, but avoid unnecessary technicality and
excessive detail as to how the anomaly/error
occurred.

Council MUST have expected that an error of
around $3.55 MILLION DOLLAR magnitude would
at the very least attract scrutiny and arguments for
maladministration/incompetence.

Q • What was the cost of preparing these
financials in terms of time and labour?
Not answered

Q • Please identify the amounts and explain
the surplus in one part of the ledger, turning
into a loss on another part of the ledger?
Not Answered

COMMUNITY
QUESTIONS TO

DCCP ON $3.55m
ERROR  in
BUDGETED

FIGURES REMAIN
UNANSWERED

Q •  Could the “anomaly” as Mr. Miller CEO
called it, be explained or clarified in plain English
for the community to understand, avoiding
unnecessary technicality and excessive detail?

Q • Did the council officers compiling the
budgeted figures not wonder where over a
million dollars of surplus money had actually
come from, given that council operates at the
brink of bankruptcy and on the limit of
borrowings at all times?
Not answered

Q • What financial risk management
policies or audit policies are in place?
Not answered

Q • What measures have been put in place
since, to prevent this happening again?
Not Answered

Surplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit and
Anomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS Error

Not answered

Editor

At the 28-7-2020 Council Meeting Mr. Alan
Rushbrook spoke of correcting some errors during
his talk on borrowings. It was not clear if he was
talking about errors in his latest projections, or the
errors in the faulty budgeted figures published on
the 5th July.

Unless explanations are clear then we will have to
consider that our questions are not answered.

We have since received (after a previous
publication 7-8-20) a compilation of questions and
answers constructed by council that do not
adequately address the 6 simple questions posed
by the community (above).

We therefore decline to complicate the issue by
publishing or accepting council’s replacement
questions.  It is not for councils to decide how
they will be scrutinized.

Unanswered Questions

Global exposure from the airing of “opal hunter” documentaries
and recent coverage in the “Amazing Race” and the ABC’s
“Backroads” TV program have also helped boost the
Association’s efforts.

The Christmas-New Year period just gone, normally the quietest
time of the year for visitors, was the best it’s ever been, lifting
30%, with Australian’s keen to explore their own backyard.

Our South Australian Government is committed to expanding
the opal industry.

Our vision is to enable new discoveries within existing precious
stone fields and beyond them.

The government’s “Geological Survey of South Australia” has
finalised a massive $10 million “Gawler Craton Airborne Survey”
covering a third of the state, including taking in much of the state’s
opal fields.

We are delighted a member of the Survey – and a former opal
miner,  Laz Katona,  will present the new maps and software
tools to all of you at this Symposium.

They allow opal miners to delve into the wealth of open file
information available to help make new opal discoveries.

You will find this information on the Department for Energy and
Mining’s “SARIG” database, one of the world’s best online
collections of data for you to access   for free and at your
convenience.

Our regulators – through our Coober Pedy office – work with
you to improve practices, and make opal mining more sustainable.

While at times there are definitely tough decisions to make, we
strive for the right policy balance to benefit the industry and the
communities which host it.

Our regulators continue to engage with Federal Defence
Department on ongoing arrangements for access to opal fields
within the Woomera Prohibited Area.

Our relationship with traditional owners is also vital
to the success of your industry.

That cooperative relationship was highlighted by the
“Andamooka Precious Stones Field Indigenous Land
Use Agreement” with the “Kokatha Aboriginal
Corporation”,  which I was pleased to sign two years
ago.

You are all here today in Coober Pedy to create a
bright future for yourselves, your industry and to build
on the appeal of opals.

The organisers have put together a terrific line up of
people from all corners of the opal industry to present
to you.

This comprehensive program is sure to advance your
industry and keep interest flourishing in our National
Gemstone.

I was also pleased to hear the Symposium will treat
attendees to Australia’s newest 360 degree “Circle-
vision” cinematic experience.

The South Australian Government helped create this
immersive cinematic journey into the heart and soul
of our pioneering spirit along the Explorer Way.

This will be another great drawcard for this very
special town, and congratulations to all involved –
especially the Carter family.

I trust visitors will enjoy your time in Coober Pedy, it
truly is a very special community.

And I know locals will enjoy the company of visitors
and make you all very welcome.

Thank you for your attendance, and for your ongoing
support of this conference.

Opal Symposium 2021`
Opening Address - Hon Dan Van Holst Pellekaan MP

Webinar

A number of presenters including the Hon Dan Van Holst Pellekaan MP, Minister for Energy and Mining
delivered their addresses to the Symposium via Webinar

There will be more addresses in future editions
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LOCAL NEWS

AUSTRALIAN OWNED PEAK IRON MINES
HOLDS SUPPLIERS FORUM AT COOBER

PEDY FOR ITS BUZZARD PROJECT
Peak Iron Mines convened a community and local

suppliers forum on Thursday 25 March at the Italian
Club in Coober Pedy to discuss their proposed

Buzzard Project.   Approximately 30 local residents
attended the forum.

Peak Iron Mines’ employee and former Coober Pedy
resident, Steve Staines delivered an informative
presentation followed by a question-and-answer session.

The Buzzard Project is situated within Mineral Claim
4508 (MC 4508). MC 4508 was registered in the Mining
Register by the Department for Energy and Mining on
23 December 2020.

The Buzzard Project consists of multiple haematite (iron
ore) deposits within the larger project area known as
Hawks Nest located within Exploration License (EL)
6395. The Buzzard and Tui haematite deposits fall within
the Buzzard Project MC 4508.

The Mining Lease Proposal (MLP) currently being
prepared by Peak Iron discusses the development of
the Buzzard pit, with the mine design and associated
infrastructure on site designed to be suitable for the
development of the Tui Pit subject to further exploration,
resource definition and market conditions.

The Buzzard Project is approximately halfway between
Coober Pedy and Glendambo. The tenement holder and
proponent for the Mining Lease Application (MLA) is
Central Iron Pty Ltd (Central Iron), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Peak Iron Mines Pty Ltd (Peak Iron), a
100% Australian owned, private company.

Central Iron was acquired by Peak Iron from Arrium
Iron Ore Holdings Pty Ltd in July 2019 for the purposes
of developing the Hawks Nest project area.

The Buzzard Project involves the development of an iron
ore mine using open pit mining techniques and associated
infrastructure. The Buzzard deposit is 21.26 Mt of high-
grade hematite. It is expected that up to 9.78Mt of Direct
Shipping Ore (DSO) will be mined at 61.6% Fe (iron),
with a mine life of approximately 5 years.

The Buzzard open pit is planned to be 750m long, 450m
wide and 185m deep with a 3.6:1 strip ratio (waste:ore).
The mining process will involve drilling and blasting the
ore and waste material and loading on to dump trucks
for removal from the pit.

Waste will be placed into a waste rock dump (WRD)
and ore will be stockpiled on the Run of Mine (ROM)
Pad for processing and transport off the Mining Lease
(ML).

The main equipment required for the mining operations
will include blast hole drill rigs, excavators, haul trucks,
scrapers, front end loaders and processing plants.
Additional equipment will include water and fuel carts
and other utility vehicles.

Infrastructure will be installed to support the mining
project, some of which may be located outside the
proposed ML such as the accommodation facilities, rail
loading facilities and communications tower.

Presenters from Peak Iron Mines were Project Manager Kurt Crameri, Steve Staines Manager -
Stakeholder & Government Relations, and Diona Antonas Environment and Approvals Manager

Proposed infrastructure will include:
• Access roads and haul road
• Ore processing facilities
• Explosives storage facilities
• Dewatering bores, pipelines and other process
water facilities
• Onsite power generation and distribution
facilities
• Communications facilities
• Maintenance and administration facilities
• Accommodation facilities
• Rail loading facilities and support infrastructure
including maintenance shed
• Other mine support facilities

It is planned that the iron ore will be transported by
roadtrain from the Buzzard Project ML to the Kultanaby
Rail Siding, located approximately ~11km southwest of
Glendambo, predominantly via the Stuart Highway. The
ore will then be loaded onto trains for transport by rail to
a port for export.

The Maluku Kuru/Windy Valley accommodation village
is likely to be re-established to accommodate up to 100
mining services personnel.   Located approximately 72km
(by road) south of Coober Pedy, the Maluku Village was
originally constructed by WPG Resources in 2011 to
support the development and operation of the Peculiar
Knob mine.

The village was decommissioned in 2015 following the
dramatic fall in iron ore prices. Iron ore prices have since
recovered to levels not seen since 2011.

Whilst the mining services personnel are planned to be
accommodated at the Maluku Kuru Village, it is proposed
that Glendambo will host up to 50 haulage, train loading
and roadtrain maintenance crew.

 Potential small business opportunities for local suppliers
identified during the presentation included:

• Earthworks/trenching
• fencing
• plumbing and electrical
• building/construction
• concreting
• cleaning services
• road maintenance/water cartage
• logistics providers/transport

Peak Iron announced that they have commenced
implementation of their Community Support and
Sponsorship Program by becoming major sponsors
of:

• The National Opal Symposium held in Coober Pedy
end of March.

• The 2021 Coober Pedy Opal Festival to be held in
June.

The Program was developed after consultation with
various organisations in the community including the
Coober Pedy Area School, the Business Association and
the Council.

The MLP (Mining Lease Proposal) is expected to be
completed by the end of March 2021.

Full copies of the document will be made available to
Coober Pedy residents for review at the Coober Pedy
Council Chambers and the Coober Pedy School
Community Library.

Photos: Margaret Mackay©

Continued page 6



 Page 6                                                    Coober Pedy Regional Times                                 Friday 9 April 2021

PEAK IRON COMMUNITY & SUPPLIERS FORUM

Pictured: Steve Staines Manager of Peak Stakeholder Relations is with Hector
Xu, new owner of Comfort Inn, and Tony Robinson Manager at Northpoint
Toyota in Port Augusta.  Tony drove to Coober Pedy to attend the forum.

The next three slides show the location of Buzzard Mine at Peculiar Knob;
Peak Iron’s local focus; and some of the opportunities available

to local contractors

OPAL SYMPOSIUM MEET & GREET - ITALIAN CLUB
OPAL INDUSTRY EVENT

Steve Staines Peak Iron and Paul Sedawie Sedaopals

Mish Blanusa Coober Pedy; Wolfgang Leyh Broken Hill

Presenters: Stuart Wattison,  Laurie Aldridge,
Laz Katona,  Andrew Moll,  Dr Paul Thomas

Alan Bartram, Donald Bartram, Jan Harris, Michael
Farkas and Irene Spillman

Hon Rowan Ramsey MP; Steve Staines Peak IronNatasha Patel True Blue Opals,  Terese Sedawie and
Ross Sedawie opalauctions.com

Edward and Sue Radeka with Gai Di Donna Volunteers Zoe Pollard and Holly Wells

John Baily opal miner; Matt Baily and daughter Scarlett
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How should our
health services

operate?
Have your say

South Australians can have their say on health
matters that are important to them, with

consultation on the future of women’s, children
and youth health services now open.

The summary framework of the Women’s, Child and Youth
Health Plan 2021-2031 has been developed following
significant consultation with consumers and clinicians over
the last 12 months and is now open for public feedback.

Minister for Health and Wellbeing Stephen Wade said that
as populations and demographics evolve, particularly in
growth areas such as Adelaide’s northern suburbs, health
services need to do the same.

“The needs of our South Australians are changing, and
we want to ensure we have a health system that
appropriately supports women, children and youth today,
as well as into the future,” said Minister Wade.

“The health system needs to be dynamic, so we can
continue to provide the best care possible to our patients
and consumers.

“Projections indicate that Adelaide’s northern suburbs,
Gawler, and Mount Barker will be the areas of the highest
population growth over the next 10 years. We need to
plan for these changes in health service demand as we
structure our health services to meet the needs of the
community over the next decade and beyond.”

Over half of South Australia’s population are women, with
approximately 374,600 children and young people under
18 years. Statistics show there are approximately 20,000
births in South Australia each year.

Southern Adelaide Local Health Network’s Clinical Director
of Women’s and Children’s Division, Dr John Widger,
said while meeting the needs of the changing population
is a priority, the Women’s, Child and Youth Health Plan
2021-2031 will also focus on improving areas of poor
outcomes.

“For the majority of people, our health system works
extremely well and provides the right care where and when
it’s needed,” Dr Widger said.

“However, we also know there are groups of people
who continue to consistently experience sub-optimal
health outcomes.

“We want to hear from our community about their
experiences with the South Australian health system,
and specifically to the approach outlined in the plan,
to help us address these health inequalities.

“Our aim is to provide a health system to fully support
all South Australians to receive the care they need
at every stage of their life.”

To view the Women’s, Child and Youth Health Plan 2021-
2031 summary framework and to provide feedback, visit
sahealth.sa.gov.au.

LETTERS TO EDITOR

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO
THE CEMETRY?

What a disgraceful sight!
Who is meant to maintain it?

It is one well and truly overgrown mess.

I have visited 3 times from interstate in the last 6 months,
the walking tracks between graves is non existent from
weeds and bindies

A dirty old wheelbarrow sits full of rubbish  that  hasn’t
moved for 2 years.

I realise people have moved on and graves have been left
and forgotten, but respect from this town is appalling to
those who have built Coober Pedy.

Shame on those who are meant to keep this resting place
tidy.

This grave yard is full of the towns iconic people and has
been a tourist attraction for many decades...  Pull your
finger out and tidy it up!

My dad is in that cemetery; tourists visit and it is a quicky
attraction for the town.

When ever I visit the cemetery, I try and pick up rubbish
and give it a little tidy.  But its getting out of hand.

Whilst I was doing it one day back in 2018, I fell
waist deep into a grave. I nearly died from shock.

The ground around some old graves is so unstable as
well.

I went to the council to mention how dangerous it could
be and showed them the photo.

A fellow said he will send someone out to fill the hole up.

To my surprise.... a year later 2019 the hole was still
there..... and to my shock-horror the hole is still there in
2021.

Imagine if someone fragile fell into a deteriorating grave
like that!?

Marina Durlin

April 2019 / 2021September 2018
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LETTERS; COMMENTS; OPINIONS

Kimba: A Community Torn Apart,
OPINION by Noel Wauchope

Bogged down in the Australian Senate is a Bill
that selects a farming area, Napandee, near
Kimba, as Australia's national radioactive
waste dump. If that Bill becomes law, that
matter will be setlled, and there will be no

possibility of legal appeal against it.

From a small close-knit community, in a top Australian
wheat-growing area, Kimba has become a place of tension.
In 2016, a farmer, Jeff Baldock, offered part of his land,
Napandee, for the radioactive waste facility, and the offer
was accepted by the Federal Government. From then on,
the debate has raged in the area, and beyond it. It's not
always a reasonable discussion, and social media has made
this worse. Now, years later, there's no sign of a resolution
to this matter.

Residents try to get on with their lives, in this uneasy
situation. Some people have left town, some are not
speaking to former acquaintances. Opinions are black and
white, or the subject is avoided completely  - there's no
middle ground.

The Federal government's plan for a nuclear waste facility
at Kimba hit the Aboriginal community of the Eyre
Peninsula hardest. The Barngarla people, Native Title
holders, were excluded from the government's
''community ballot'' held in 2019. Voting was restricted to
those living within the Kimba local council area . The
Barngarla held their own ballot, resulting in a unanimous
''No'' to the dump. Nevertheless, some Aboriginal people
supported the plan, and this dispute has divided families.

''As an ally and advocate for Indigenous peoples for more
than 30 years, I was appalled at the terrible toll fighting
the nuclear waste facility took upon my friends.  I watched
one of my closest friends visibly age as she surrendered
her art practice and her enjoyment of life to dedicate
herself to challenging it. ''

 - Felicity Wright - Submission to Senate Committee on
National Radioactive Waste Management Amendment
(Site Specification, Community Fund and Other Measures)
Bill 2020 [Provisions] Submission 98

The non indigenous community has been equally affected.
There were two community ballots held, 2017 and 2019.
While in both cases the result favoured the nuclear waste
facility, it was far from overwhelming support. At the
final ballot, 824 people were eligible to vote: of 735 votes
accepted, 452 said “Yes”.

The plan for the facility was pitched to the community as
a medical necessity for Australia. It was an attractive idea.
On the one hand Kimba could proudly provide a service
to the nation. On the other hand, it was bringing a new
industry, and new jobs, to a sometimes drought-stricken
agricultural area. More immediate benefits: the farmer who
volunteered land would be paid at 4 times the market value.
A Community Benefits scheme brings up to $11 million to
the town, over the next 4 years, and $20 million when the
dump is up and running.

The plan was greeted with enthusiasm from some
residents. They relied on the copious information provided
by the the Department of Industry Innovation and Science,
and by the former Resources Minister, Matt Canavan.
When it was pointed out to Mr Canavan that some
residents close to the selected site were ineligiblt to vote,
he promised that their views would be included. But then
he left that Ministry.

The Industry Department has controlled the information
reaching the community, and has provided the visiting
experts. There has not been any debate provided, with
opposing views. Still, there is strong opposition, led by
farmers. The group No Radioactive Waste on Agricultural
Land in Kimba or SA, is optimistic thar Kimba, despite
the prevailing mood of anxiety, can survive and go ahead,
without the waste facility.

The group, of 5 years' standing has researched the issue,
and sent submissions to Parliament. Radioactive waste is
not recommended for agricultural land. There are concerns
about possibile environmental pollution, damage to
groundwater. Perception of the area is important, and the
presence of a radioactive waste dump could be very
damaging to its clean, green image .

Community understanding is at the heart of this problem.
The current Resources Minister, Keith Pitt, enthused about
the facility, describing it to the Nationals Federal
Conference on 27 March 2021 as “a low-level nuclear
waste facility to house the by-products from cancer
treatment.”

That's a misleading statement. The waste proposed to be
taken to the nuclear dump is waste generated from the
industrial production of these isotopes. - not their usage!

There is uncertainty about the toxicity of the nuclear
wastes to be placed in “interim storage” at Napandee,
with the classification of these wastes as “intermediate
level”, but the same wastes classified in Fance as “high
level”.

The Kimba community remains troubled, as this nuclear
waste problem remains paralysed in the Senate. Freedom
of Information documents revealed that the government
is well aware of mental health problems likely to be caused
by the issue.

Minister Pitt has the option of clearly designating Napandee
as the site for the nuclear waste dump. That could solve
the problem, and certainly bring clarity to the Kimba
community. But, the hitch for the government is that if he
does this, it will be possible for opponents of the plan to
take legal action against it.

The plan for the facility was pitched to the community as
a medical necessity for Australia. It was an attractive idea.
On the one hand Kimba could proudly provide a service
to the nation. On the other hand, it was bringing a new
industry, and new jobs, to a sometimes drought-stricken
agricultural area. More immediate benefits: the farmer who
volunteered land would be paid at 4 times the market value.

A Community Benefits scheme brings up to $11 million
to the town, over the next 4 years, and $20 million when
the dump is up and running.

The plan was greeted with enthusiasm from some
residents. They relied on the copious information
provided by the the Department of Industry Innovation
and Science, and by the former Resources Minister, Matt
Canavan. When it was pointed out to Mr Canavan that
some residents close to the selected site were ineligiblt
to vote, he promised that their views would be included.
But then he left that Ministry.

The Industry Department has controlled the information
reaching the community, and has provided the visiting
experts. There has not been any debate provided, with
opposing views. Still, there is strong opposition, led by
farmers. The group No Radioactive Waste on
Agricultural Land in Kimba or SA, is optimistic thar
Kimba, despite the prevailing mood of anxiety, can
survive and go ahead, without the waste facility.

The group, of 5 years' standing has researched the issue,
and sent submissions to Parliament. Radioactive waste
is not recommended for agricultural land. There are
concerns about possibile environmental pollution, damage
to groundwater. Perception of the area is important, and
the presence of a radioactive waste dump could be very
damaging to its clean, green image .

Community understanding is at the heart of this problem.
The current Resources Minister, Keith Pitt, enthused
about the facility, describing it to the Nationals Federal
Conference on 27 March 2021 as “a low-level nuclear
waste facility to house the by-products from cancer
treatment.”

That's a misleading statement. The waste proposed to
be taken to the nuclear dump is waste generated from
the industrial production of these isotopes. - not their
usage!

There is uncertainty about the toxicity of the nuclear
wastes to be placed in “interim storage” at Napandee,
with the classification of these wastes as “intermediate
level”, but the same wastes classified in Fance as “high
level”.

The Kimba community remains troubled, as this nuclear
waste problem remains paralysed in the Senate. Freedom
of Information documents revealed that the government
is well aware of mental health problems likely to be
caused by the issue.

Minister Pitt has the option of clearly designating
Napandee as the site for the nuclear waste dump. That
could solve the problem, and certainly bring clarity to
the Kimba community. But, the hitch for the government
is that if he does this, it will be possible for opponents of
the plan to take legal action against it.

Landmark Correctional Services Amendment Bill passes
Heavy penalties if caught with contraband in correction facilities

Tough new laws to stop contraband entering South
Australian prisons and the introduction of correctional
facility buffer zones to combat the use of drones have
successfully passed State Parliament.

The Marshall Liberal Government’s Correctional Services
(Accountability and Other Measures) Amendment Bill 2020
passed Parliament on Tuesday.

Minister for Correctional Services Vincent Tarzia said the
Bill’s historic passing cements major legislative overhaul
that strengthens the security of South Australia’s prisons.

“The Marshall Liberal Government has no tolerance for
people who think they can sneak contraband into
correctional facilities,” Minister Tarzia said. “If you’re a
visitor caught with contraband inside a correctional
facility, you can book yourself a permanent spot behind
bars with a maximum penalty of up to 10 years
imprisonment.

“A maximum penalty of 10 years imprisonment will also
be applied to a person caught with a controlled drug inside
a prison buffer zone (100 metres of any prison), and a
maximum penalty of 5 years imprisonment for possession
of a prohibited item within a prison buffer zone.

“The Bill also puts restrictions on unmanned aircraft
because drones have no place flying near any prison.
People caught doing this will face a maximum fine of
$10,000 or 2 years imprisonment.

“Those with clear and deliberate intentions to smuggle
contraband will be caught and dealt with.”

The Bill increases the Parole Board membership from 9
to 11 members, increases protection for victims of crime
and further enhances prison security.

The landmark passing of the Bill follows South Australia’s
nation-leading drop in the rate of recidivism, which was

showcased in the national 2021 Report on Government
Services (RoGS).

The state’s rate of return to Correctional Services resulting
from a new sanction was the lowest in the country at
42.3%, well under the national average of 54.9%. South
Australia also had the nation’s lowest rate of return to
prison with a new sentence at 34.8%.

The percentage of prisoners involved in education was
the second highest in the nation at 70.4%, dwarfing the
32% national average. Almost 40% of prisoners
participated in vocational education and training courses.
Australia’s average was 21.4%.

 As part of the Marshall Government’s record spending
in Correctional Services, almost $3 million has been
allocated for a High Intensity Treatment Program pilot to
deliver improved prisoner rehabilitation outcomes. A
further $500,000 will support the development of a
business case for a new rehabilitation prison.
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What a week Darls,

Have you seen the tourists in town? All this before Easter
too.  My bestie Stella heard from her bestie Della that
everything’s booked out from now until October and the
RV brigade will be camping where ever they want to, just
like they do on the west coast.  She heard the Council is
going to put big bins out for them and collect them every
day except the weekends, Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Every second and third week it will be the same.

Apparently, there’ll be a list posted up in the Visitor Centre
and both bottle shops with a contact number for emergency
call outs, only on Tuesdays and Thursdays though.

Did you go to the Gem Trade show at the Croatian Club?
Absolutely gorgeous some of the jewellery and opal. I got
the phone out and took some pics for Paddy and Dags
and gave them a running commentary as we walked
around.  They were really impressed, especially some of
the crystal that was set in 18 carat gold.

There was an amazing solid from Olympic set in a men’s
ring that Paddy absolutely drooled over.  He couldn’t
believe the colour and the simplicity of the gold setting
and was really keen to buy it over the phone, but the
owner said it was too difficult because he didn’t have
eftpos and a bank account and it needed to be cash.  I
didn’t have $11,500 on me so the sale kind of stalled.

Anyway, Paddy settled down and enjoyed the rest of the
show, even though a few of the stall holders weren’t that
keen on me taking a video.  I told them Paddy was going
to be the new Mayor in a couple of years’ time and he’s
really big on advertising and marketing and the Gem Show
will be bigger than huge, so big they won’t have to charge
admission at the door and the bar will have eftpos.

I went to opening of The Big Winch.  Bigger than Ben
Hur by the look of it.  I was having coffee with my besties
Stella and Della before we settled into some bubbles and
we were people watching like you do at airports. Peter
Rowe’s photography really had them buzzing.

We couldn’t believe some of the business that was
happening as the old dears walked about with a glass of
bubbles and their hubbies, or partners, or boyfriends, or
both trailing behind going for the wallets.  No Collingwood
supporters amongst that lot I can tell you.

Anyway, have you watched how those big pictures get
wrapped up when they’re sold? What an effort. Two girls
took ten minutes wrestling with the paper and padding
and bag to make sure they get home to Toorak in one
piece. Good job girls.

Dear old Arnie thought it was a great idea of having a
Mayor and elected councillors to represent the locals as
did most of his mates as they regularly talked politics
over long necks.  His good mates Slovak Sam and Gypsy
Bill weren’t that keen on the idea as they reckon it would
turn to soup once the rules and regulations took over and
everyone had to play the game which would be run from
down south.

I was telling that story to the girls when lunch arrived,
and after we finished, Stella asked why the council was
broke. A woman who was seated at the next table must
have been listening because she said no one seems to
know why or how to fix it.

We decided to get a second bottle of bubbles and get off
the local politics and wait for the live entertainment. The
crowd was building up because everywhere else was
closing early because the cost of holiday pay rates and
wages didn’t make it worthwhile apparently, so we
decided to bunker down.  When it got dark the view from
up there is sensational, the music was great and I must
add, there was a bit of talent about.

We had a chat with a couple of blokes who had come to
Coobers via Oodnadatta and William Creek in a kind of
4x4 RV convoy for the Opal Symposium and the Gem
Trade.  They reckon they were from Adelaide and it was
a toss up whether they did the Flinders Ranges pub crawl
or the Opal Capital of the World.

Anyway they trotted out the usual small talk for half an
hour and then got down to the serious business of boy-
girl banter which struck me as the latest chat lines from
the big smoke.

It didn’t interest me of course because I’m Dags girl, as
true and straight as an arrow, but when Della offered
them a shower at her dugout that really captured their
interest. Probably because they hadn’t been in a dugout
and it was day three without a tub. Stella thought she
should go with Della to keep her company. Well, off they
trotted, leaving me swinging in the breeze on my Pat
Malone.

Well Dux, big weekend with lots to do in Coober town.
Great wasn’t it!

Min Geatter

Anyway most people were really interested in the Big 360
and cruising about looking at good opal, and having a
chat with the resident goldsmith and jeweller, local lad
Greg Sparrow.

I was telling the girls while we waited for our lunch that
Paddy said that when he becomes Mayor one of his first
priorities will be that they will go to the Vatican and present
the Pope with a big opal ring.  A gift from the rate payers
of Coober Pedy.   He said he would seek expressions of
interest from amongst the locals to present specimens to
him and he would conduct a poll with all the ratepayers to
determine the winner. A fair system he reckons.

Once the winner was sorted and a fair price negotiated on
behalf of the ratepayers, Paddy said he would then select
a small deputation of a dozen locals or associates or a few
close friends to travel with him to the Vatican to watch
him make the presentation.  To keep costs down they
would only fly business class and stay at the Hilton chain
of Air BnB’s.

I reckon Paddy will make a really good Mayor because
he’s so innovative and cost conscious.  I wouldn’t mind
betting Paddy will design his new bar at the Council
chambers much like the Big Winch except that It’ll have
an Irish pub theme with Guinness on tap and the meetings
will be televised on a big screen with surround sound.

I remember my dear old dad Arnie telling me a couple of
stories like that many years ago when there was no
council.

Dear old Coobers had a Progress Association made up of
self-elected members who represented themselves for the
good of the town. One owned the power, one owned the
water, one owned a grader, one owned a rubbish truck
and the other one owned most of the town and so the
meetings were normally very short and usually held each
day about lunch time at the Acropolis, and lasted a couple
of hours.

Everybody in town was pretty happy with that Arnie told
me, until some trade union boys came to town and thought
they deserved some of the pie.  At first they were shown
the door in pretty quick time, but after a while, Arnie said,
Adelaide got involved and a couple of left wing pollies
thought the town should get some air play and start paying
their way.

Some of the locals thought this was a great idea and
dreamed of the day when Coobers would have its own
council and be recognised by the government as being a
formidable tourist destination.

The Dodge City Roundup
A work of  pure Satire by Minnie Geatter

Local Satire
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COOBER PEDY KIDS ON TARGET FOR
DEFENCE SHIPBUILDING JOBS

CPAS STUDENTS

Babcock Australasia hosted twelve students from
Coober Pedy Area School at its Osborne

operations yesterday (Thursday 24 March) as part
of the company’s commitment to inspiring regional

students to pursue STEM pathways.

The students and their principal travelled more than
800kms from Coober Pedy to visit Osborne and spoke
with a broad cross-section of Babcock’s employees
about potential career opportunities.

Principal Maurice Saah said students were eager to see
behind the scenes of a national organisation.

“This will be an eye-opening learning experience for our
students,” Mr Saah said.

“It’s quite rare for students to experience the inside
operations of a large-scale business. I’m hoping it will
inspire many of them to dream a little bigger when it
comes to their future.”

Osborne is South Australia’s hub of ship building and
submarine sustainment, and is home to Babcock’s
marine development facilities and headquarters for the
Australian Submarine Corporation (ASC).

Babcock Managing Director – Defence Andy Davis said
the Osborne team had a full itinerary planned for the
students to tour the premises and find out more about
the engineering and operations functions of Babcock’s
marine business.

“It’s important for students in regional locations to
understand the diversity of jobs and opportunities
available and to have exposure to potential career
pathways during their formative years,” Mr Davis said.

“Our people are genuinely interested in investing in our
industry’s next generation and the opportunity to help
these students make informed career choices.

“Students will hear personal stories from our apprentices,
tradesmen, engineers and project managers who will
delve into how they got started in their various
professions.”

South Australian Minister for Education John Gardner
said the school visit was a great example of the corporate
and education sectors partnering together to set young
South Australians on pathways to exciting careers in
growth industries like defence and shipbuilding.

“The Coober Pedy Area School tour at Babcock
Australasia’s Osborne premises is an example of how
we can harness the enthusiasm of the next generation
of fitters, storemen, engineers and project managers,”
Mr Gardner said.

“These opportunities expose students to career pathways
they may not otherwise have considered in Adelaide and
further afield, particularly for students in regional
locations.”

Babcock holds strong experience delivering marine
services, such as infrastructure management,
sustainment and technical engineering, to navies and
commercial customers in Australia.

Babcock Australasia Hydraulic Technician Xavier Squires (far right) with Coober Pedy Area School
students at Babcock’s Osborne operations

Babcock Australasia Mechanical Engineering Apprentice Nick Pellicone (centre) with Coober Pedy Area
School students at Babcock’s Osborne operations. The tour was about inspiring regional students to

pursue STEM pathways.

Babcock Australasia Hydraulic Technician Kieran Miller (left) talks about the engineering and operations
functions of Babcock’s marine business with with a Coober Pedy Area School student.
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SUNDAYS
GOLF 1pm Teeoff
.

What’s On
in COOBER PEDY &

*Visiting Services*

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time

COOBER PEDY RSL

CFS TRAINING  CFS TRAINING:
Wednesday each fortnight 7-9pm.
Please contact regional office on
08 8642 2399 or
Email: CFSRegion4@sa.gov.au for
more information.

SATURDAYS

Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm

FRIDAYS
Greek Charcoal BBQ every
Friday at the Greek Hall.
TBA

AA Meeting
7 pm Catholic Church
Ph no. 1800222222

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

MINE RESCUE/SES Training is
weekly at  8:00pm on a Wednesday
AND every 2nd Saturday of the month
training at 8:30am. Martin Grava Unit
Manager:  0407617301

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates,

or Ring John DiDonna
on 0427649389

CROATION CLUB TBA
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mine Rescue/SES training
Training is weekly at  8:00pm on a
Wednesday  AND every 2nd
Saturday of the month training at
8:30am. Martin Grava Unit
Manager:  0407617301

WEDNESDAY

SA schools term
dates 2021

Arid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas AccountingArid Areas Accounting
Audit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & TaxAudit & Tax

Richard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard YoungerRichard Younger

Mob: 0422 428 850
richard@aaaaat.com.au

We specialise in providing practical,
sound accounting, auditing & tax
services & advice to individuals,

families & businesses

These services include:
• Business Activity
Statements (BAS)
•    Income tax returns
•    Book-keeping
•    Payroll Services
•    Business advice
•    Audit
•     Forming partnerships,
trusts and companies
•  Obtaining Australian
Business Number (ABN)

Office: Business Centre, Hutchison
Street (next to Centrelink)
PO Box 711 Coober Pedy

ACCOUNTANT - COOBER PEDY

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

Supporting “Shop Local at
Coober Pedy”

SDrive-In Movies in 2021

https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/

1)  27 January – 9 April
2)  27 April – 2 July
3)  19 July – 24 Sept
4)  11 October – 10 Dec

The next council
elections will take

place during
November 2022

In South Australia, council elections
are held every four years for all 68

councils except the Municipal
Council of Roxby Downs, which

operates under its own
administration.

Council elections - Electoral
Commission SA

Good Friday Fri, 2 Apr 2021
Holy Saturday Sat, 3 Apr 2021
Easter Monday Mon, 5 Apr 2021
Anzac Day Sun, 25 Apr 2021
Anzac Day Mon, 26 Apr 2021
Queens BirthdayMon, 14 June 2021
Labour Day Mon, 4 Oct 2021
Christmas Eve Fri, 24 Dec 2021
Christmas Day Mon, 27 Dec 2021
Boxing Day Tue, 28 Dec 2021
Proclamation DayTue, 28 Dec 2021
New Year's Eve Fri, 31 Dec 2021

10/4 Chaos Walking
17/4 Kong vs Godzilla

24/4 Raya and the Last Dragon

The Coober Pedy Regional Times will record a passing if we hear
about it, and particularly where families choose to have their

relative acknowledged or commemorated within the town and it’s
records.

Recording resident movement, particularly from the opal mining sector,
or from any sector can be important for our future records.

With social media playing a part in self publishing, information does
not always reach us. Entries or comments about a loved one on social
media are often lacking in important detail, and in due course may be
deleted.

If you have information about a past resident who may have made a
contribution (large or small) to Coober Pedy or the opal industry, you
may wish to have an article that recognises them in the Coober Pedy
Regional Times. You can send to the editor at
editor@cooberpedytimes.com

HOW TO REMAIN PART OF
YOUR COMMUNITY
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Page 12                                                                                              Coober Pedy Regional Times                              Friday 9 April  2021

PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIES

SOLAR SYSTEMS

GEL BLASTER FIREARM AMNESTY ENDS

POLICE NEWS:
SPEEDING DRIVER CLOCKED AT

136 km/h at COOBER PEDY
05 Apr 2021 8:38am   A speeding driver with four passengers on board was stopped
by police at Coober Pedy on Saturday morning.

Coober Pedy Police were conducting speed detection along the Stuart Highway,
Coober Pedy about 8.15am on Sunday 4 April when they detected a Holden sedan
travelling at 136 km/h, 26 km/h over the posted speed limit.

The driver, a 25-year-old man from New South Wales, was issued with a fine for
$915 and five demerit points.

Drivers can expect a highly visible police presence on the roads as they travel
throughout the area this Easter.

Police will be paying particular attention to the Fatal Five – drink and drug driving,
speeding, distraction, seatbelts and dangerous road users – factors which police
know contribute to lives lost and serious injuries on our roads.

Update to COVID-19 Cross Border-Associated
Direction and Public Activities Direction 8 April

08 Apr 2021 7:14pm   Updates have been made to Cross Border Travel and Public
Activities Directions in South Australia.

Cross Border Travel-Associated Direction No 4

The Emergency Management (Cross Border Travel-Associated Direction No 4)
(COVID-19) Direction 2021 comes into effect at 12.01am on Friday 9 April 2021.

This Direction acts as an appendix to the Emergency Management (Cross Border
Travel-General) (COVID-19) Direction 2021. It specifies the level of cross border
requirements (as articulated in the Emergency Management (Cross Border Travel-
General) (COVID-19) Direction 2021 for arrivals into South Australia as follows:

    New South Wales, Byron Shire Council arrivals- no longer have any COVID-19
testing, quarantine or entry restrictions.
    Queensland Restricted Zone arrivals (people having been in City of Brisbane,
Logan City, City of Ispwich, Moreton Bay Region and Redlands City) up until 12.01am
Monday 12 April 2021 - are still required to receive a COVID-19 test on day 1, 5 &
13, self-quarantine until they receive a negative test, not enter a high risk setting for
14 days and not attend an event with a COVID Management Plan (Level 3 restric-
tions). After 12.01 am on Monday 12 April 2021 these people are no longer required
to have any COVID-19 testing, quarantine or other entry restrictions.
    Overseas arrivals- (except New Zealand arrivals) must continue to comply with
level 5 requirements.

Public Activities Direction No 22

The Emergency Management (Public Activities No 22) (COVID-19) Direction 2021
came into effect at 10.11am Thursday 8 April 2021.

The changes are in relation to the contact tracing system and records and are as
follow:

    Contact tracing has been defined as the process of identifying, assessing and
managing people who have been or may have been in contact with a person who has
COVID-19 which includes notifying the person, parent guardian or career of that
person, determining locations where people have been and providing information
and advice to a person.
    A person/business which is required to retain contact tracing records must take
reasonable steps to ensure that the records collected at the place, stored for 28 days
and are destroyed within a prescribed period of 7 days which commences 28 days
after the day in which the contact details are received.
    Any relevant contact details that are captured by the approved contact tracing
system under the direction or any other direction made under the Emergency Man-
agement Act 2004 may only be used for the purpose of contact tracing in relation to
COVID-19 or in managing the COVID-19 pandemic and all reasonable steps must
be taken to destroy these details within the prescribed period of 7 days commencing
28 days after the day in which the contact details are received.
    Relevant contact details which are taken from the prescribed database and pro-
vided to SA Health for contact tracing purposes is taken to be obtained in connection
with the operation of the Health Care Act 2008 and is protected under that Act.

All existing Directions, frequently asked questions and other information can be
found here: https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

If you require further information you can call the SA COVID-19 Information Line
on 1800 253 787 between the hours of 9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the SA
Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

08 Apr 2021 3:07pm   From 8 October 2020 gel blaster firearms were declared
regulated imitation firearms. Owners had a six month amnesty period to
apply for a firearms licence and register their gel blaster firearm.

Officer in Charge of the Firearms Branch, Detective Superintendent Billy Thompson
said there have been over 460 people apply for a firearms licence.

“Those who have applied for a firearms licence but have not been able to complete
the course and therefore obtain the licence are allowed to continue to retain their gel
blaster firearms until their application for a firearms licence is finalised. Gel blaster

firearms must be secured and not used during that period,” he said.

There have been six businesses that have applied for licences relating to gel blasters
136 people have applied to vary their firearms licence category.

“Although the gel blaster amnesty has finished, those still with gel blaster firearms in
their possession can still surrender them at a police station under the general firearms

amnesty.”

Under the general amnesty, members of the public in possession of unwanted,
unregistered or illegal firearms, firearm parts, mechanisms, fittings, prohibited firearm

accessories, silencers and ammunition are encouraged to hand these in at a
participating licensed firearms dealer's premises or to police at any police station.

More information about gel blaster firearms is available at https://
www.police.sa.gov.au/services-and-events/firearms-and-weapons/gel-blasters
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$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Spor$50 Sporttttt
VVVVVoucoucoucoucoucherherherherhersssss
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram

The program is open for parents and carers who are now
able to claim $50 sport vouchers for their children, to use
towards the cost of sport club fees or memberships.

Clubs wishing to register for the program and parents or
guardians wanting to find a participating club in their area
should go to www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au.

The Government of SA has approved the Sports Vouchers
program for a further four years until 2021-22

GRANTS/FUNDING

FRRR Tackling Tough
Times Together

The Tackling Tough Times Together (TTTT) program
gives drought-affected communities across remote, rural
and regional Australia the opportunity to access funds that
benefit their immediate and long-term needs.

Grants are available for a broad range of grassroots,
community-led initiatives that directly and clearly benefit
local communities.

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and assessed
quarterly.

What can be funded?
This program is designed to provide flexible funding to
support community-based activities in drought-affected
regions that both help to relieve current stressors and
symptoms, and most importantly, build capacity and
resilience for the future. Funds could also support activities
that engage your local community in being proactive,
exploring options and creating something that will stand
the test of tough times.

This program funds a broad range of initiatives and
purposes, including:

 Delivering activities, programs and services;
 Purchasing or hiring equipment and materials;
 Community infrastructure projects;
 Art, drama and creative expression projects to
assist people to creatively express their experiences, which
are otherwise limited due to the drought;
 Experiences for school children such as camps
that connect young people and provide an opportunity to
have fun with other young people off-farm.
 Operational and administrative costs associated
with your project will be considered. This could include
wages, paying a skilled contractor, or paying for overhead
costs incurred in the project’s delivery.

Round 22 opens: 25 May 2021 and closes: 24 August
2021
For further information visit: https://frrr.org.au/funding/
disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/tackling-tough-
times-together/

Draft State
Bushfire

Management
Plan 2021-2025

Your say engagements

    Have your say on the key priorities for bushfire
management in South Australia to build a safer, better
prepared and more resilient state.
What’s being decided?

We have prepared the draft State Bushfire Management
Plan 2021-2025 (the Plan) in response to the Independent
Review into South Australia's 2019-20 Bushfire Season.

The Plan:

•     helps to create the foundations for government, non-
government organisations and the community to work
together to manage bushfire risk in South Australia.
•     aims to provide guidance to the State Bushfire
Coordination Committee (SBCC), Bushfire Management
Committee, and other relevant agencies and organisations,
regarding bushfire management within South Australia.
•     helps guide the implementation of the reforms
identified in the Independent Review into South Australia's
2019-20 Bushfire Season.
•     aims to improve existing processes to better support
those organisations responsible for bushfire management.

The summary of the Plan outlines an overview of the
scope, responsibilities, objectives, actions and expected
outcomes of the Plan.

All South Australians have a part to play in managing
their risk from bushfire.

We want to know how the SBCC can better support
businesses and the overall community in managing the
bushfire season during the next four years.
Get involved

Read the draft State Bushfire Management Plan 2021-
2025 and the Plan summary.

Have your say by:
    joining the online discussion
    completing the online survey
    emailing a submission to CFS.SBCC@sa.gov.au
    posting your written submission to:

State Bushfire Coordination Committee
C/-SACFS, PO Box 2468
ADELAIDE SA 5001
How can your input influence the decision?

Your input will help to identify the issues and the strategies
to support communities, individuals and agencies working
together to manage bushfire risk in South Australia.
What are the next steps?

The SBCC will consider your feedback and where
possible, incorporate it in the final State Bushfire
Management Plan.

The Plan will be published on this site and the SACFS
website. The committee will then commence work on
implementing the strategies and actions.
Contact details

For general inquiries, please email us at
CFS.SBCC@sa.gov.au.

Closing date: 5pm, Monday 3 May 2021

Women’s, Child
and Youth

Health Plan
2021-2031

Your say engagements

Help shape the future of health services for women,
children and young people in South Australia for the next
10 years.

What’s being decided?

We are developing a Women’s, Child and Youth Health
Plan 2021-2031 (the Plan).

The Plan will identify the health service directions and
strategies to ensure our health and wellbeing services meet
the needs of the community over the next 10 years.

The Plan establishes the following key priorities:

•     Improving health equity for women, children and
young people across South Australia.
•     Empowering women, children and young people to
maximise their health outcomes.
•     Enabling the health workforce to work holistically
with women, children and young people living in diverse
contexts.

To achieve these 3 priorities, we have developed a set of
16 proposed strategies that will guide our actions over
the next 10 years.

The Summary Framework outlines our approach in more
detail.

We want to know what you believe are the key priorities
and opportunities to improve the health and wellbeing of
all women, children and young people.

Get involved
Read the Women’s, Child and Youth Health Plan

2021-2031 Summary Framework.

To have your say:
 join the online discussion

    complete the online survey
    email us at Health.WCYHPInbox@sa.gov.au

How can your input
influence the decision?

Your feedback will help ensure that the things that matter
to you are considered in the development of the Plan.
What are the next steps?

We will consider your feedback to finalise the draft
Women’s, Child and Youth Health Plan 2021-2031. We
will share a summary of the feedback received on this
site.

The final Plan will be released later this year and will be
available on this site and the SA Health website.
Contact details

For general inquiries, please email us at
Health.WCYHPInbox@sa.gov.au
Closing date: 5pm, Friday 7 May 2021

StaStaStaStaState Gote Gote Gote Gote Govvvvverment - yerment - yerment - yerment - yerment - yourSAyourSAyourSAyourSAyourSAy
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  Grants 2021

1-

CarCarCarCarCaraaaaavvvvvan Pan Pan Pan Pan Parararararkkkkksssss
DefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillatorDefibrillator

SubsidySubsidySubsidySubsidySubsidy
In 2019, the Federal Government in partnership with
Caravan Industry Association of Australia, launched a
Caravan Park Defibrillator Subsidy Program for Caravan
Parks to encourage operators to install these devices to
help save the lives of those people experiencing a sudden
cardiac arrest.

The funding of $1 million from the government will match
dollar to dollar up to $1000 per unit (excluding GST)
purchased by an operator.
For further information visit:

https://www.caravanindustry.com.au/defib-subsidy-
overview

Applications close June 30th, 2021

Regional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional EventRegional Event
FundFundFundFundFund
(ONGOING)

The Marshall Liberal Government is putting regional jobs
first, thanks to an additional $1 million in regional event
funding – set to spur new and innovative events and to
grow existing events right across the state.

Through the South Australian Tourism Commission, the
State Government is committing an additional $1 million
to South Australia’s regional events in 2021/22 to
strengthen the regional events calendar by encouraging
the development of new and innovative regional events,
grow existing events, and drive increased visitation and
economic stimulus to the regional economy.

Applications for Significant Event Funding will be
accepted year-round, funding available from 1 July 2021.

Applicants can seek funding grants from $5,000 to
more than $50,000 (excluding GST).

Criteria and funding guidelines are available at:
https://tourism.sa.gov.au/support/regional-event-fund

Performers’Performers’Performers’Performers’Performers’
TTTTTrrrrrususususust Ft Ft Ft Ft Foundationoundationoundationoundationoundation

ONGOING
Established in 1975, the PPCA Performers’ Trust
Foundation provides grants to promote and encourage
music and the music-related performing arts.

All applications for grants are reviewed by the trustees
and must be for one or more of the following purposes:

• .Performances at concerts at or for charitable
institutions such as hospitals or homes for the aged;
• .Scholarships for the promotion and encouragement
of musical and theatrical education;
• .The promotion and encouragement of the performing
arts to the general public;
• .The aid or assistance of any beneficiary who is unable
to adequately maintain herself/himself by her/his own
exertions and other income

For further information visit: http://www.ppca.com.au/
ppca-about-us/ppca-performers-trust-foundation/

Expressions ofExpressions ofExpressions ofExpressions ofExpressions of
Interest open —Interest open —Interest open —Interest open —Interest open —
2022022022022021 V1 V1 V1 V1 Voluntoluntoluntoluntolunteereereereereer

GrGrGrGrGrantsantsantsantsants
The Australian Government is inviting organisations via a
restricted non-competitive process to apply for a Volunteer
Grant under the Families and Communities Program –
Volunteer Grants Activity in 2021.

The 2021 Volunteer Grants round begins with a call for
Expressions of Interest, with your local Member of
Parliament (MP) using a community committee to develop
a list of organisations to nominate. Following the
Expression of Interest process, the MPs will nominate
organisations from their lists.

The nomination period closes at 2:00 PM AEST 29
April 2021.

Only organisations nominated by their MP will receive an
invitation to apply for the 2021 Volunteer Grants.

Information about this grant opportunity can be found on
https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=8e625d24-
995d-4102-9e08-3e3963f7f971

New funding has been announced for recycling and
clean energy projects under the Federal

Government’s $1.3 billion Modern Manufacturing
Initiative (MMI).

Initial applications will be limited to the “Translation and
Integration” streams of the MMI, with expressions of
interest for the larger “Collaboration” stream to open soon.

The MMI is intended to help manufacturers in six priority
areas commercialise their products and operations, and
integrate them into domestic and global supply chains.

Recycling and clean energy are the sixth and final of the
priority areas to open for funding under the MMI.
Investment in the sector will be guided by the Recyclinga
nd Clean Energy National Manufacturing Priority road

Cth opens purse strings for
scaleable recycling projects

map released this week to coincide with the opening of
funding.

The road map highlights specific areas of investment
opportunity, including:

    recyclable products and packaging;
    products made from recycled feedstock such as plastic
or organic waste; and
    hydrogen technologies, thermal energy, microgrids,
inverters, specialised batteries, and low emissions steel
and aluminium.

Funding will be provided on a dollar-for-dollar co-
investment basis, with grants ranging from $1 million to
$20 million.

Applications for grant funding close on 5 May.

Open for
applications
Grants-in-Aid

The Australian Government is inviting applications through
a targeted competitive process to apply for grant funding
under the Grants-in-Aid program.

The program is a single annual grant offer for the 2021—
22 financial year which aims to fund discrete projects or
activities by national Ex-Service Organisations (ESOs) that
address a specific problem or issue and will achieve a
clear benefit to the ex-service and Defence community.

Applications close at 9:00 pm AEDT on 6 May 2021.

Information about applying for this round can be found
on the Community Grants Hub website and GrantConnect.
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ongoing Grants 2021

Mallala Grains Pet Store
Pick up your Pet Supplies & SAVE

0417 272 573
1 Balaklava Road Mallala

Wed & Thurs 10am - 4.30pm
Sat 10am - 12pm

Please message before you come

PIRSPIRSPIRSPIRSPIRSA DrA DrA DrA DrA Droughtoughtoughtoughtought
SupportSupportSupportSupportSupport

A number of services and avenues for assistance are
available to support farm families, farm businesses and
rural communities prepare for and manage the drought
conditions, including:

Financial Assistance | Family & Business Support |
Health & Wellbeing

Rural Financial Counselling Service | Farm Advice
Animal Health & Welfare | Community Support | Cur-
rent Outlook

For further information visit: http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/
grants_and_assistance/drought_support

Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &Arts, Culture &
Music GrMusic GrMusic GrMusic GrMusic Grantsantsantsantsants

The Department of the Premier and Cabinet is respon-
sible for the administration of arts and culture grant pro-
grams.

Funding programs span art forms and sectors, including
public art and design, independent makers and present-
ers, artists and organisations for the deaf, people with
disability and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts.

Carefully targeted programs support artists and organi-
sations through flexible funding arrangements that in-
clude triennial, annual and project-specific agreements.

For further information and guidelines visit: https://
dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/arts-and-culture/grants

Opening August
WWWWWoolwoolwoolwoolwoolworororororttttthshshshshs

“““““YYYYYou Grou Grou Grou Grou Grooooow Girw Girw Girw Girw Girl”l”l”l”l”
 Gr Gr Gr Gr Grantsantsantsantsants

Woolworths want to support netball clubs and associa-
tions across the nation by offering 125 x $2,000 grants
to netball clubs and associations who continue to seek
funding to assist with developments / improvements to
their community, whether that be through:

•     Upgrading facilities
•     Developing skills
•     Purchasing equipment
•     Supporting their clubs members

Woolworths want to continue to provide confidence to
young girls to grow healthy and strong through the game
they love to play.

Who can apply?

•     Entries are open to any Australian netball club or
association
•     Clubs or associations should have a specific project
in mind for how the grant will be used to benefit their
local community

When is this happening?

•     Entries will open again 1st August 2020, keep
an eye on this website for more info.

What the grant includes?

•     All grants will consist of the same elements, to en-
sure fairness and transparency
•     There are 125 x $2,000 grants

Judging criteria

    1.) Clubs and associations have a tangible project or
activity in mind to utilise the grant money
    2.)  The project or activity will positively impact the
netball community within a 12 month period
    3.) The project or activity will celebrate and highlight
the netball club or association and help strengthen the
wider community relationship

For further information visit: https://
yougrowgirl.netball.com.au/grants/

FFFFFarararararm Hubm Hubm Hubm Hubm Hub
The Farm Hub was built by the National Farmers Fed-
eration as an online portal for information and resources
for Farmers (both for business and individuals).

The first release of the site is focussed on circulating
drought information. Over the coming months, more in-
formation will be added about other farming initiatives
and support.

For more information visit: https://farmhub.org.au

LandcareLandcareLandcareLandcareLandcare
Landcare Australia raises funds to support environmental
and sustainable agriculture projects through corporate
and government partnerships, fundraising and donations.

In order to better identify suitable projects to support,
we invite eligible Landcare and community groups to
submit a project summary using our online Expression
of Interest (EoI) form.

Each project summary will be reviewed and kept on file
by Landcare Australia, and if a suitable funding partner
of funding stream identified, groups may be invited to
submit a more detailed application.

For further information visit: https://
landcareaustralia.org.au/funding-opportunities/
expression-of-interest/

Boots for AllBoots for AllBoots for AllBoots for AllBoots for All
EqEqEqEqEquipment Gruipment Gruipment Gruipment Gruipment Grantantantantant
Boots for All’s vision is to have an active and socially
inclusive Australia through sport.

The organisation exists to break down barriers to sport
participation and strengthen communities by collecting
and distributing quality, new and near-new sports
equipment to vulnerable Australians and by providing
volunteering and training opportunities via the Sports for
All social enterprise sports store.

For further information visit: https://
www.bootsforall.org.au/request-equipment

ConnellanConnellanConnellanConnellanConnellan
AirAirAirAirAirwwwwwaaaaayyyyys Ts Ts Ts Ts Trrrrrusususususttttt

The aim of the grant is to improve social and economic
outcomes for people living in Outback Australia.

Grants are available to organisations that support children
and adults living on stations or in small settlements in
Outback Australia, or residents of the larger outback
centres of Australia who provide assistance to the above.

Applications are considered four times a year and are
received by the Executive Officer on the 15th of
February, May, August and November.

For further information visit: http://
www.connellanairwaystrust.org.au/organistational-
grants-overview

Applications are to be received by the Executive office
by the 15th of February, May, August and November
each year

FRRR GRANTSFRRR GRANTSFRRR GRANTSFRRR GRANTSFRRR GRANTS
PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM

The Tackling Tough Times Together grant program helps
communities access the resources they need to support
one another through the ongoing effects of the drought.

Grants are available for a broad range of grassroots,
community-led initiatives that directly and clearly benefit
local communities.

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and
assessed quarterly.

Three tiers of grants are available:

.Up to $20,000 – projects to be finalised within 18
months of approval;
.Up to $60,000 – projects to be finalised within 18
months of approval;
.Up to $150,000 – applications for this tier are by
Expression of Interest, and multi-year projects (up to
three years) are welcomed.

Applicants must speak with the TTTT team to discuss
their project before applying.

For further information visit: https://frrr.org.au/funding/
disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/tackling-tough-
times-together/



Page 16                             Coober Pedy Regional Times                                            Friday 9 April 2021

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

Coober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters Club
Welcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and Sponsors
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