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INDIGENOUS CRANE SERVICE TO
ENHANCE SERVICES TO FAR NORTH

The introduction of a new crane hire service for the
outback region will provide further options for

broad range of prospective clients.

Based in Port August, Macweld Crane Hire is a recently
formed partnership between AMY Nominees Pty Ltd and
Fleurieu Cranes Pty Ltd.

The Macweld brand has been established for over a
decade, based in Adelaide, but with the new ownership
the company has relocated to Footner Road, Port Augusta
to service and provide a presence for the Far North Region
and Upper Spencer Gulf.

The services provided by the mobile crane fleet has always
been first class. Macweld Crane Hire has now entered
into a new chapter of its impressive history with the
transition of the business into a partnership which will
see these services available across the broader region.

Local AMY entities, Ian Crombie and David Brown hold
positions as Directors of Macweld Cranes.

Ian told the Coober Pedy Regional Times, “It’s really
exciting for AMY Nominees to enter into a new business.
This opportunity has only come about because of the
success of AMY Nominees over the past 6 years since
we started the waste services contract at Prominent Hill.”

“I am proud of our achievements and the contribution we
can make to the Coober Pedy community and the broader
region as our businesses provide increased employment
and job opportunities for local people and the economic
benefits that brings to the town. Macweld Cranes will
bring further opportunities in employment and training
which will increase as the business grows with the support
of the local community,” said Ian.

Macweld Crane Manager, Michael Madeley, has been
involved in the construction industry for over 20 years.
For the past 8 years, Michael has focused on the crane
industry and has qualifications and experience in
operations, rigging, business management and assessment.

Michael Madeley told the Regional Times, “The crane
business is highly competitive and to succeed requires
something special.  By branching out we’re providing
direct access to the far north residents and businesses
operating in the region. All prospective clients can be
assured that they will receive reliable service from our
modern fleet of cranes. We will invest in the region through
our business to exceed customers’ expectations”.

Local opal miner Roger Bulovic said that the introduction
of a competitive crane service in the Far North can only
be a positive step.  “I congratulate AMY Nominees for
this initiative.”

“Any opportunity for employment and training for our
local youth needs to be encouraged.  Crane operating is a
specialised area of accreditation and would add value to
the skill sets of our up and coming work force here in
Coober Pedy,” said Roger.

Bill Ryan, the general manager of the partner company,
AMY Nominees Pty Ltd, has held a presence in various
roles working in the region over the past 20 years.  Bill
has recently been involved in the sub-leasing and
infrastructure development of Mabel Creek Station and
working with the Umoona and Coober Pedy Councils to
establish a land management program for Coober Pedy
and the immediate region.

Bill told the Coober Pedy Regional Times, “This is an
exciting business development for the AMY community

and the 50/50 partnership with Fleurieu Cranes provides
AMY Nominees the opportunity to extend its business
portfolio beyond the parameters of the Prominent Hill mine
site.”

Local opal miner and long term Coober Pedy resident.
Frank Pennisi said, ‘We need to encourage all youth to
participate in any training available.  If the opportunity is
there then we need to take advantage of it and then those
youth can branch out into other areas as they gain
confidence.”

“Getting the next generation motivated is the task of this
generation.    There is new technology and opportunities
coming along every day and so we must put our efforts
into our youth said Frank.”

Ryan Palmer has been with Fleurieu Cranes for the last
12 years. Having held various rolls at Fleurieu Cranes from
rigging, crane driving, bookings coordinator, supervising
and now managing all of their depots, Ryan is there to
provide support and backing for Michael and Macweld
Cranes.

Ryan has a vast experience in all aspects of the crane
industry and has worked in many different aspects of it
including working in Olympic Dam, Prominent Hill, Ginko,
Moomba, Starfish Hill Wind Farm, Adelaide Desalination
Plant, tower crane erection and dismantle, large and small
projects and upgrades in Adelaide.

Local AMY entities, Ian Crombie and David Brown
hold positions as Directors of Macweld Cranes.

 “Macweld Cranes will bring further opportunities in
employment and training.....” said Ian

“..the 50/50 partnership with Fleurieu Cranes provides AMY
Nominees the opportunity to extend its business portfolio
beyond the parameters of the Prominent Hill mine site.”

Among the few
operating cranes in
Coober Pedy, the

Opal Fields
harbours a

graveyard of relics
used historically for

lowering and
removing tunnelling

machines from
inside mineshafts
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1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 word story in plain text and a suitable
photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial”
or “Special Feature”, please enquire about the cost
first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community
programs is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions  must
accompany photos + DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS

CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill
Four pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy are
LEGISLATIVE : The body which makes laws
for the state.
EXECUTIVE : Executes and enforces laws.
JUDICIARY : Works to protect laws.
PRESS/MEDIA : The 4th estate of democracy.
It informs the public

‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’ may be submitted however
there is no obligation on the newspaper to publish
any part of it.  Media releases are generally one
sided so comments may, (or may not)  be extracted
and used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.

Letters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to Editor should be sent by email
where possible and must be relevant to the
community. Potentially defamatory comments will
be edited or deleted. Letters to Editor need to be
signed, but a pen name can be published.

           Bi Monthly
Friday 13 Aug 2021
Friday 27 Aug 2021
Friday 10 Sep 2021
Friday 24 Sep 2021

ABOUT US
 The annual rainfall in the area is around 175

mm (5 inches) per annum

The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL/
ONLINE in 2006. Although online is now the

main trend, hard copies are still printed locally.

Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 10 Coober Pedy  SA 5723

Ph:  (08) 8672 5920
Email:  editor@cooberpedytimes.com

https://cooberpedytimes.com/

The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road near town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS TOUR
You’ll believe you’re on Mars.

     Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES - DUGOUTS
(at least 1500 people living underground)

UNDERGROUND DUGOUT AS A BUNKER
Think about it!

Take a tour to the natural landscapes outside the town
(see film locations like Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome
and Red Planet) including the PAINTED DESERT, the
colourful BREAKAWAYS and the MOON PLAIN

 Enjoy an evening at the Coober Pedy DRIVE-IN
usually on a Saturday Night

During Easter a  GEM TRADE SHOW is held

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

South

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do in Coober Pedy

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

Spring 2021
September Equinox)

23 Sep 4:51 am

Summer 2021-2022
(December Solstice)

22 Dec 2:29 am

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Climate outlook overview 22-7-2021
   August to October rainfall is likely to be above median for most of Australia. In parts of the south-west and south-east there are
near-equal chances of a wetter or drier three months. Small areas in south-west WA and south-west Tasmania are likely to see

below median rainfall.
    Maximum temperatures for August to October are likely to be above median for the northern tropics, the western coast of WA,

and south-eastern parts of Australia. For some areas near the SA-WA border, below median daytime temperatures are more
likely.

    Above median minimum temperatures for August to October are very likely for all of Australia except in the south-west.
    A negative Indian Ocean Dipole has established, and large parts of the eastern Indian Ocean are warmer than average. This
can favour above average winter–spring rainfall for parts of Australia. The El Niño–Southern Oscillation is neutral, with three of
seven models suggesting La Niña thresholds may be reached during spring. La Niña increases the chances of above average

spring rainfall for much of eastern and northern Australia.

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/overview/video
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LOCAL NEWS

FAREWELL TO OPAL MINER AND FRIEND
BRIAN COKER [ 28/8/36 - 12/07/2021 ]

Brian Coker led a varied and exciting full life,
growing up in England. He worked as an aircraft
engineer for RAF for 2 years, 18months in New
Zealand then a stint back home in England as a

firefighter.

Brian travelled to Western Australia and worked as a
railway ganger, Gold Miner in Boulder, 3000 feet below
ground, moved to Darwin as a brickies labourer then
went back to New Zealand. While in NZ he heard about
the Coober Pedy opal fields and so arrived here in 1963
with his mate Jimmy Lavern.

He spent many years working the opal fields with his
partners, Colin, Jock and Laurie Seekamp, they
discovered the Turkey Ridge field. Brian and partners
moved on to boulder opal mining with a D9 Dozer in
QLD, then back to Coober Pedy with a stint of sapphire
prospecting in-between.

 While opal mining with long-time friend, Glen Blacket,
his old partners the Seekamps, talked them into gold
mining south of Charters Towers in QLD.  Glen owned
a backhoe that he wanted Ken to operate and share the
earnings with him. This turned out to be a great help for
us and Glen, as the earnings saw us through some tough
times and helped Glen out too.  After 5 hard years of
hard slog they finally found gold.

 In 1983 Brian was at our wedding reception which was
held at the RSL Club and he called us to the telephone.
Glen was on the other end of the phone; he rang to
congratulate us and Brian presented us with two gold
nuggets on gold chains as a wedding present from both
of them. A wonderful gift we will always cherish.

It was time to enjoy himself a little, so Brian travelled
the South Pacific, settling in Vanuatu where he opened
a jewellery store and became partners in a holiday resort
on Tanna Island. Unfortunately, 6 months later Cyclone
Uma devastated Vanuatu and the resort along with it.
The insurance company refused to cover the damage,
so he and his partner fixed the resort up, cut their losses
and sold up.

Brian found another island home in the Cook Islands in
1992, he leased land with a restaurant and built a
jewellery shop ‘not surprisingly’ called “The Gold Mine”
next door. He learned how to make his own jewellery,
setting opals and black pearls. The women in Coober
Pedy counted themselves very lucky if they owned a
black pearl bought from Brian.

The very first time Brian applied it was after a shower
one night. He must have been a little too generous as he
dabbed it onto a rather large cancer on his forehead.

The acid burned through the cancer, but also burned
through a blood vessel and blood squirted everywhere,
soaking Brian and drenching his camp. He tried to stem
the bleeding with towels, clothing and whatever he could
lay his hands on.

When he realised, he was losing a lot of blood he rang
Dr Kami, who in turn, rang Ken (at 4am) who had to
get Brian and take him straight to hospital, where Dr
Kami was waiting to stitch him up. Brian had a rare
blood type so he couldn’t afford to lose too much.

When Ken arrived to get Brian, he had to dress him
first as Brian had just gotten out of the shower all the
while, trying to stem the bleeding.

Ken returned to clean up the blood bath. He said the
place looked like a slaughterhouse.  Ken had to use the
garden hose to wash out the camp.  When Ken finally
got home he was as white as a ghost.

The blood loss from Brian and Ken’s face had to be
replenished with a couple of bottles of red wine and
whiskey chasers, the cancer treatment ended up in the
bin and Brian had the really bad cancers surgically
removed, much to the relief of us all.

When Brian returned to the Cook Islands after his last
visit last year, he suffered a severe stroke while taking
his early morning walk along the beach. He collapsed
and was found by a couple of women and taken to
hospital by ambulance.

The stroke was very debilitating and Brian was almost
totally incapacitated. Brian needed full time care and
was bed-ridden, a condition he lived with until his last
day.

 We received the hear- breaking news that Brian was
taken to hospital and passed away on the 12th July 2021.
 His funeral was held on the 15th July and was well
attended by his many friends in the Cook Islands.

Brian is survived by his older brother Robert who lives
in England and his two nephews, children of his deceased
sister.

He will be sadly missed by all of his friends here in
Coober Pedy and the Blacket and Seekamp families in
Queensland.

During these years Brian would always be in touch by
phone, (sometimes calling at 5am). When here Brian
spent his time visiting his old mates, Jimmy Lavern and
Bill McDougall, for whom he held a deep affection. His
friend Darrell Wake would drive up from Adelaide and
spend time with Brian at his camp at Hopeful Hills.

The friends went on road trips to Mintabie, prospected
the opal fields and shared evening meals and a few
whiskeys with Brian’s neighbour and mate, Pete Rowe.
“Brian was a great bloke and a large part of the Coober
Pedy history and will be sadly missed”, said Peter Rowe
this week.

Brian loved coming to our home for barbeques, roast
dinners and steak and kidney pies and oysters followed
by several whiskey chasers, always bearing gifts like a
couple of bottles of red wine and whiskey.

On one such return trip to Coober Pedy Brian told us he
had found a miracle cure from America for his skin
cancers that dotted his head, face and arms. It a form
of “battery” acid and when applied would eat through
the cancer.

by Nola Boland

Coober Pedy Country Fire
Service AGM ELECTS NEW

COMMITTEE
This year’s CFS/AGM saw some changes in the leadership team elected at Coober

Pedy Country Fire Service. A huge thankyou to outgoing position holders for their
dedication and ongoing commitment  to the Coober Pedy CFS.

Congratulations to new
Captain Abbey Rayner

1st Lieutenant Alyssa McDougall
2nd Lieutenant Ethen Buckler

3rd Lieutenant Asela Dharmasena
Senior Firefighters Andy Francis, Shayne McGennisken, Harsha

Hewawasam
In addition 7 of the brigade members undertook an SCBA (Self Contained

Breathing Apparatus) wear, in preparation for an upcoming course.
Thanks to our Regional Volunteer Officer Ben for running the drills.

Brian Coker as locals will remember him.
Photograph by Peter Rowe
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6 only questions on the faulty financial
statement prepared and published on 5th July
2020 on council’s website that remained in the public
domain for between 5-7 days.

We invited the council to respond more
specifically, but avoid unnecessary technicality and
excessive detail as to how the anomaly/error
occurred.

Council MUST have expected that an error of
around $3.55 MILLION DOLLAR magnitude would
at the very least attract scrutiny and arguments for
maladministration/incompetence.

Q • What was the cost of preparing these
financials in terms of time and labour?
Not answered

Q • Please identify the amounts and explain
the surplus in one part of the ledger, turning
into a loss on another part of the ledger?
Not Answered

COMMUNITY
QUESTIONS TO

DCCP ON $3.55m
ERROR  in
BUDGETED

FIGURES REMAIN
UNANSWERED

Q •  Could the “anomaly” as Mr. Miller CEO
called it, be explained or clarified in plain English
for the community to understand, avoiding
unnecessary technicality and excessive detail?

Q • Did the council officers compiling the
budgeted figures not wonder where over a
million dollars of surplus money had actually
come from, given that council operates at the
brink of bankruptcy and on the limit of
borrowings at all times?
Not answered

Q • What financial risk management
policies or audit policies are in place?
Not answered

Q • What measures have been put in place
since, to prevent this happening again?
Not Answered

Surplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit and
Anomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS Error

Not answered

Editor

At the 28-7-2020 Council Meeting Mr. Alan
Rushbrook spoke of correcting some errors during
his talk on borrowings. It was not clear if he was
talking about errors in his latest projections, or the
errors in the faulty budgeted figures published on
the 5th July.

Unless explanations are clear then we will have to
consider that our questions are not answered.

We have since received (after a previous
publication 7-8-20) a compilation of questions and
answers constructed by council that do not
adequately address the 6 simple questions posed
by the community (above).

We therefore decline to complicate the issue by
publishing or accepting council’s replacement
questions.  It is not for councils to decide how
they will be scrutinized.

DCCP Unanswered Questions

25 Jul 2021 8:40am  A drill rig frame and other
heavy machinery have been stolen from a property

in Port Augusta.

Between Tuesday 23 June 2020 and Monday 22 March
2021, items of heavy machinery making up part of a drill
rig were stolen from a property at Port Augusta.

Items stolen were all large and would have needed a truck
and a crane to transport them. The stolen items include a
drill rig frame, a drill rig hut/control room on a skid, and an
air receiver on a skid.

Police investigating the theft have recently been supplied
with photos to assist with the recovery.

Anyone with any information regarding the whereabouts
of the ladders or the theft is asked to contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at http://
crimestopperssa.com.au - all information can be provided
anonymously and will be treated in the strictest confidence.

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MACHINERY?
THEFT OF HEAVY MACHINERY AT PORT AUGUSTA

“Crime and illicit drugs in the community will not be tolerated
and SAPOL continues to prove this,” Minister Tarzia said.
Please report suspicious activity to Crime Stoppers SA on
1800 333 000 or make a report online at
www.crimestoppers.com.au.”

SAPOL’s May crime statistics show the state’s overall
crime rate is 27,646 offences lower when compared to the
same 12-month period 10 years ago.

Further decreases have also been recorded, detailing
widespread reductions in crime during the 12-month period
from June 2020 to May 2021 when compared to the previous
rolling year:

•     Offences Against Person/Property decreased by
16% or 18,823 offences.
•     Serious Criminal Trespass decreased by 27% or
4,415 offences.
•     Total Offences Against Property decreased by 20%
or 20,082 offences.
•     Theft and Related Offences decreased by 25% or
13,946 offences.
•     Other Theft decreased by 28% or 7,327 offences.
•     Theft from Motor Vehicle decreased by 22% or 2,480
offences.
•     Property Damage and Environmental decreased by
9% or 2,095.

A minimal 6% rise in Total Offences Against the Person is a
result of legislative and system changes to the recording of
particular offences within the category. It does not reflect
an actual increase in offending.

SAPOL search uncovers stash of
fake driver’s licences

An ongoing SAPOL investigation into identity theft has
seen four alleged offenders arrested after a search of a
western suburbs home uncovered more than 100 fake

or stolen licences, health and bank cards.

When SAPOL officers arrived at the home in May, three
occupants were allegedly printing false South Australian
driver’s licences.

Approximately 119 identity cards – including credit and debit
bank cards and Medicare cards – were found along with
amounts of amphetamine and drug paraphernalia.

Four people were arrested for dishonestly dealing with
documents and unlawful possession.

The significant seizure is included in SAPOL’s May crime
statistics, which show a slight 9% rise in Fraud, Deception
and Related Offences, but highlight another huge drop in
Total Offences Against Property – this time by 20,082 crimes.

“Crime trends are closely monitored by SAPOL and criminals
who think they can get away with ripping South Australians
off with fake identification cards are on notice,” Police
Minister Vincent Tarzia said.

In a separate May incident, a tub of methamphetamine paste,
weapons and other drugs were discovered after two men
were found hiding under a water tank in the backyard of an
Adelaide Hills property.

 A bag of crystal methamphetamine and a small amount of
cannabis was also found. Both men – aged 28 and 29 – were
arrested and bailed with conditions.
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

AGAINST
COVID-19

ARM

A COVID-19 vaccine is your best defence and our 

only way forward. Now’s the time to arm yourself, 

your family, your friends, your work mates, your 

community – someone you love.

Book your vaccination online or call 1800 020 080.

australia.gov.auFind out when you can get vaccinated

Dear Editor

WITHOUT PREJUDICE

I refer to my letter published in your paper dated
the 11 June 2021 under the heading “DID 3
COUNCIL CHIEFS BLATANTLY
DISREGARD OBLIGATION OF
COUNCILLOR/WHISTLEBLOWER RE:
ICAC ACT?” that was written in response to
the article that the Administrator of the District
Council of Coober Pedy Tim Jackson caused
to be published in your paper on 21 May 2021
under the heading “RIGHT OF REPLY RE:
CONTEMPT OF COURT”.

As of writing this letter to the Editor, I have had
no response to the several justified questions I
directly asked the Administrator Tim Jackson
in that letter.

Upon reflection and while awaiting a response
from Tim Jackson, I have also considered his
statement in his letter where he writes;

“…granted the Council the
injunction it sought to protect the
community’s information…”

What was the point of taking the Supreme Court
action where by his own admission he has stated
that he has spent over $400,000 on that action
if the documents were the “community’s
information”.

If that is the case then what was the basis of
refusing access to the majority of the documents
in a Freedom of Information Application for the
23 documents that was lodged by Jordanis
Angelidis on the 3 December 2019 with 59
Community Members signatures requesting
those documents if by his own words those
documents are the “community’s
information”.

Why also did the Council, which in theory is
you, as the Administrator then interfere in
litigation initiated by Freytag against Naumovic,
where Naumovic was granted and issued a
subpoena by the Magistrates Court for the
District Council of Coober Pedy to produce the
23 documents. Who instructed lawyers to
interfere in that court case when it had nothing
to do with the Council as Freytag was engaged
in private litigation against Naumovic?

A.J.Walsh

Letters to the Editor Letters to the Editor Letters to the Editor Letters to the Editor Letters to the Editor /Opinions/Questions/CommentsOpinions/Questions/CommentsOpinions/Questions/CommentsOpinions/Questions/CommentsOpinions/Questions/Comments
ADMINISTRATOR’S

LACK OF
RESPONSE

DRAWS
CONCERN

FROM
RATEPAYER

COOBER PEDY
July Rainfall
Wettest This Month

12.0mm - 14th
Total This Month

12.8mm  -  4 Day(s)
Long-term Average
4.7mm  -  2.7 Day(s)
Wettest On Record

21.4mm  -1996
Driest On Record

0.0mm  - 2020
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SA taxpayer
jailed for

fraudulent fuel
rebate claims

A South Australian man has been sentenced to an additional
10 years in jail at the District Court of South Australia
after being found guilty of obtaining a financial advantage
by deception. Mr Reginald Roberts wrongly obtained more
than $3.8 million of taxpayer money by creating fake
transport businesses and lodging false rebate claims for
fuel. The 10 years’ imprisonment is in addition to an
existing drug offence. The total jailtime for the combined
offences is 20 years and six months with a non-parole
period of 14 years.

Between 2002 and 2006, Mr Roberts, who already
operated trucking businesses in South Australia, created
three additional companies – Double R Logistics, Inter
Link Freight Services, and Phillip Williams Pty Ltd. He
used false identities and lodged 75 fraudulent claims for
more than 20 million litres of fuel, with no evidence that it
was ever purchased or used under the Diesel and
Alternative Fuels Grants Scheme and the Energy Grants
Credit Scheme, which were designed to allow heavy road
transport businesses to claim back 18.51 cents per litre
of fuel used.

Following investigation, it was found that no trucks were
registered to the businesses at the time, and searches at
Mr Roberts’s home and business found no business
records.

Assistant Commissioner Ian Read welcomed the sentence
handed down yesterday.

“This outcome demonstrates the ATO’s commitment to
detecting and prosecuting tax crimes, no matter how long
it has been,” Assistant Commissioner Ian Read said.

“We have a duty to the community to protect the integrity
of the tax and super systems, and we have no tolerance
for blatant fraud like we have seen in this case. Mr Roberts
obtained an unfair advantage over Australians who are
doing the right thing, robbing the Australian economy of
millions that could have been spent on essential services.
Tax crime is not victimless.”

Sentencing remarks from yesterday’s outcome spoke to
the exhaustive analysis undertaken by the ATO in detecting
this crime.

“Our investigation of large quantities of irrelevant
documentation provided by Mr Roberts was described as
a ‘Herculean’ task by his Honour Judge Stretton. This
matter demonstrates we have the resources to actively
uncover those trying to cheat the tax system,” Assistant
Commissioner Ian Read said.

The Diesel and Alternative Fuel Grants Scheme and the
Energy Grants Credit Scheme ran from 2000 to 2003,
and 2003 to 2006 respectively before being replaced by
fuel tax credits. This scheme provides eligible businesses
with a credit for the fuel tax that’s included in the price of
fuel used in machinery, plant, equipment, heavy vehicles
and light vehicles travelling off public or private roads.
These schemes are designed to keep freight moving
throughout Australia, and it’s important we uphold the
integrity of these schemes so those who are eligible can
continue to receive what they’re entitled to.

“We have approximately 256,000 fuel tax credit registered
clients and generally see high levels of compliance,”
Assistant Commissioner Ian Read said.

“We undertake targeted compliance activity to address
aggressive claiming and deliberate non-compliance and
while most people do the right thing, those who
deliberately try to cheat the tax system can expect to feel
the full force of the law.”

You can also anonymously report tax evasion and crime
activities to the ATO via the app or by calling 1800 060
062.

This matter was prosecuted by the Commonwealth
Director of Public Prosecutions.

Be aware of
PayPal scam in
text message

Police are issuing a warning after a Murraylands
resident fell victim to a PayPal phone scam costing

him thousands of dollars.

On Tuesday 20 July the victim received a text message
stating that PayPal had money to refund onto their
account. The unsuspecting victim clicked on a link
contained within the text message which allowed the
scammers remote access to their mobile device. Scammers
were then able to access the victim’s online bank account
and stole over $8000.

Although this is not a new scam, it continues to catch out
a diverse range of unsuspecting victims. Please share this
information with friends, family, and the wider community
in an effort to prevent this from happening to someone
else.

PalPay’s website provides information about identifying
hoax websites and phishing emails: https://
www.paypal.com/au/webapps/mpp/phishing as well as
providing advice about security when buying or selling
online.

Remember:  -Never follow a link in an email by clicking
on a link in a text message – access PayPal by typing
www.paypal.com.au your browser.

-When accessing PayPal check for the security icon
(padlock) at bottom right of your browser and make sure
it is "locked".

-Forward suspect emails to PayPal and they will confirm
whether it is genuine or a scam.

You can also report a scam to SCAMwatch (the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission) online: https://
www.scamwatch.gov.au/content/index.phtml/tag/
reportascam/

If you have been the victim of cybercrime the Australian
Cybercrime Online Reporting Network (ACORN –
www.acorn.gov.au) is a secure reporting and referral
service for online incidents which may be in breach of
Australian law.

STAY INFORMED

Authorised
Workers -

2021 Census
Field Staff

23 Jul 2021 2:54pm   South Australia Police wishes
to advise the community that Australian Bureau of
Statistics Census staff are authorised to be in the

field undertaking activities to enable households to
complete their 2021 Census.

As per Emergency Management (Activities—General
No 3) (COVID-19) Direction 2021, Census Field staff
are considered to be authorised workers for the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, under Schedule 3
1(1)(zf):

Government or local government services (whether
provided by government, local government or outsourced)
determined to be essential by the relevant Chief
Executive.

These activities will be contactless and involve hand
delivery of Census information and paper form to
letterboxes of dwellings to allow people/households to
complete their Census ahead of Census night which is
10 August 2021.

There will be no face-to-face contact with members of
the community and staff must wear a mask whenever
they are outdoors if unable to maintain physical distance.
They must also be appropriately identified.

If you require further information you can call the SA
COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253 787 between
the hours of 9:00am to 8:00pm Monday to Friday and
9:00am to 5:00pm Saturday and Sunday, or go to the SA
Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or
www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

Eight people will face court after an extensive
investigation into a recent crime series in Coober Pedy.

During the month of June, Coober Pedy police received
a number of crime reports including illegal interference
of motor vehicles, property damage, arson and theft
offences. The crime series was allegedly being
committed by a group of local juvenile offenders.

Following an investigation, police made seven arrests
and reported one, with the suspects aged between 11
and 35.

Investigations are continuing anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
online at www.crimestopperssa.com.au – you can
remain anonymous.

YOUTH TO FACE
COURT IN AUGUST

• 13-year-old Coober Pedy boy charged with arson,
illegal interference, property damage, throw missile,
unlawfully on premises, theft. He was bailed to appear
at the Coober Pedy Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 11-year-old Coober Pedy boy charged with arson,
illegal interference, property damage, throw missile,
unlawfully on premises, theft. He was bailed to appear
at the Coober Pedy Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 14-year-old Coober Pedy boy charged with illegal
interference, property damage, throw missile, unlawfully
on premises, theft. He was bailed to appear at the
Coober Pedy Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 12-year-old Coober Pedy boy charged with illegal
interference, property damage, throw missile, unlawfully
on premises, theft. He was bailed to appear at the
Coober Pedy Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 14-year-old Coober Pedy girl charged with illegal
interference, property damage, throw missile, unlawfully
on premises, theft. She was bailed to appear at the
Coober Pedy Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 14-year-old Coober Pedy boy charged with breach of
bail. He was bailed to appear at the Coober Pedy
Magistrates Court on 25 August.

• 15-year-old Coober Pedy boy reported for breach of
bail. He will appear at the Coober Pedy Magistrates
Court at a later date.

• 35-year-old Port Augusta man was charged with
aggravated serious criminal trespass and theft. He was
remanded in custody to appear in court on 12 July.
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DV
support
available

24/7
   Around-the-clock support is available for
South Australians who may be experiencing

domestic, family or sexual violence at
home during the current seven-day

lockdown – and the State Government is
urging the community to remain vigilant at

this time.

Minister for Human Services Michelle Lensink
said at-risk South Australians can call the 24/7
DV Crisis Line if they need support.

“We want South Australian women experiencing
violence or abuse in their homes to know that
they are supported and there is help available if
they need it,” said Minister Lensink.

“All critical DV services are continuing and
anyone experiencing violence at home, or is
feeling threatened or unsafe, can call one of the
many available DV hotlines and seek support or
Triple Zero in an emergency.

“Even though we’re asking the community to
stay at home during this seven-day lockdown,
women and their families should know that if they
are experiencing violence or abuse at home, they
can leave, if they believe it is safe to do so.

“The Marshall Liberal Government is currently
offering crisis, short-term motel accommodation
for any South Australians who is experiencing
DV in their home and wants to leave.”

Assistant Minister for Domestic and Family
Violence Prevention Carolyn Power asked the
community to remain vigilant at this time.

“Now, more than ever, we really urge the public
to remain vigilant and if you see or hear anything
out of the ordinary, report it,” said Mrs Power.

The Marshall Liberal Government also funds the
24/7 Men’s Referral Service hotline for any man
who wants support about their behaviour.

“We continue to urge any man who is concerned
about his behaviour or concerned partners and
family members to take up the offer of support
and get help to change before harm is done,” said
Mrs Power.

At-risk South Australians who need support are
urged to call:

DV Crisis Line:
1800 800 098

Men’s Referral Service:
1300 766 491

RESPECT hotline:
1800RESPECT (737 732)

Break the Cycle:
https://breakthecycle.sa.gov.au/

Activities - General and Associated
Directions Level 5 - Stay at Home 21 July 2021

Amendments have been made to the General Activities No 3 and the Associated Direction No 4 which declares the State
of South Australia subject to Level 5 Stay at Home restrictions.

Activities Direction came into effect at 7.16pm on Wednesday 21 July 2021. The Associated Activities Direction came
into effect at 7.18pm on Wednesday 21 July 2021.

Restrictions now apply to community activities including business, professional, educational, and academic and government
activities. The restrictions previously published largely still apply and the updates below reflect the key changes.

The updates are:

Masks:

Masks are now not required outdoors (including for exercise) unless physical distancing of 1.5m is not able to be
adhered to.

Masks must still be worn in the following locations:

•     passenger transport services
•     public places
•     health care services
•     high risk settings

Masks must cover the nose and mouth.

They are still not required:

•     At a primary or secondary school  (including in relation to staff at the school)
•     People participating in proceedings in court or tribunal must remove their mask as directed by the court or tribunal
•    When working at an office building, unless the person's work involves face-to-face interaction with members of the
public.

People are not required to wear a mask if they are under the age of 12 years, if they have a relevant medical condition, the
ability to see the mouth is essential for communication, the removal is required for ID purposes, when a person is eating or
drinking, or are carrying out functions as an authorised worker.

People are permitted to exercise:

•     Provided it is not for longer than 90 mins and no further than 2.5km of:
         person’s home and is only with people who live with them; or
         person’s work place if they are an authorised worker. Can only be done before, after or during work hours.
•     Masks are not required while the person is undertaking outdoor exercise (unless unable to physically distance).
•     Note- Gyms etc. in strata title premises are permitted to be used provided the public does not have access and
COVID safe measures are in place including sanitation. Masks must be worn where the facilities are indoors.

For Care and Compassionate Reasons:

The following has been added:

•     A single person over the age of 16, who does not live with a spouse or other partner is able to visit another person
(including a friend, relative, support person or a person they are in a relationship with) if:
         The single person is the only person in the house at the time at the visit; or
         The single person is a sole parent and the only other people present in the single person’s home at time of the
visit are children; or
         The people were in a relationship prior to the Level 5, Stay at Home Direction.

    Note- this is also applicable in reverse where the single person can visit the other person's house.

The following is still in place:

•     For shared parenting arrangement (court or otherwise);
•     To provide care and support to relative or other person who has needs because of homelessness, age, infirmity,
disability, illness or chronic health condition or other health reasons including mental health or pregnancy
•     To escape harm or risk of harm, including domestic violence;
•     To provide end of life support to immediate family;
•     Provide child minding assistance so parent or guardian can leave as an authorised worker or other defined reason;
and/or
•     To supply food to, and care and exercise of, animals situated from home if no one is available to provide this to them.

Members of the public are reminded that other Stay at Home requirements still apply.

For all existing Directions, tables and frequently asked questions and other information can be found here:
https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations

If you require further information you can call the SA COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253 787 between the hours of
9am to 5pm 7 days per week or go to the SA Health website at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au or www.sa.gov.au/covid-19

COVID-19
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The Dodge City Roundup
A work of  pure Satire by Min Geatter

Local Satire

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
Regional Times

08 86725920
editor@cooberpedytimes.com
https://cooberpedytimes.com/

https://kidshelpline.com.au/

Morning Ducks.

Well, it’s happened again.  Now we’ve got the Argentinian
covid and I wouldn’t mind betting it won’t be long before
the Brazilian gets here.  Stella and Della said the Brazilian
was really popular a few years back but for far different
reasons. It’ll still be a close shave if people don’t start
playing the game and follow the rules.

Honestly, how thick can some people get?  They must
think good old Oz is such a soft touch that they can
come and go carting the bug all over the shop, without so
much as copping a slap with a wet tram ticket from the
government.

Take us as the perfect example. Three weeks ago we had
three tossers fly into Coobers and park their plane at the
airport and head straight to the most isolated karaoke bar
on the planet at the United Club. Their idea of isolation
must have been that, but not in the eyes of the law as the
police SWAT crashed their party and locked them up.

Apart from the damage sustained to the skylight entering
the premises, and that of police dog ‘Muncher’ who
impregnated one of the local feral wenches, there remains
a few questions.

Came Monday morning when they fronted the local
Magistrate, apparently the three felons walked free.

 Somebody said that they even had their landing fee at the
airport waived by the council because it was considered
a better public relations exercise that the ABC report the
whole incident in a positive manner, that it was an
unfortunate incident, and not feel that the town were
persecuting them.

Apparently, when they arrived back in New South Wales,
they were interviewed by the ABC and said that they
thoroughly enjoyed the weather and their stay at Coober
Pedy.

In particular they considered the police cells at Coober
Pedy to be one of the cleanest they’ve ever stayed at, and
that their breakfast was as good, if not better, than Maccas.

 They said that the service provided by the Sergeant rivalled
that of Mario, the head waiter at the Sheraton on Noosa.

They added that the Magistrate was firm but fair and
considered their plight with empathy and compassion, and
during a break discussed the latest crop in Griffith, which
was an Italian grape variety apparently.

Anyway, the prosecutor, who was flown in from the
Crown Law in Adelaide by all accounts, demanded the
supreme penalty, and that Coober Pedy had the
opportunity to show the world that we don’t tolerate covid
felons.  Apparently, this instance of ‘The Covid III’ was
worse than the worst case of illegal mining ever prosecuted
in the state, if not Australia or the world the prosecutor
said.

The Magistrate was very interested in the story about the
million dollar opal heist at the 17 mile in the 80’s, as was
our three felons, but as time wore on, the prosecutor
reminded the court that lunch was due and a decision
needed.

Apparently, they were bailed to appear to answer the
charges, and if they have to come back here, the Magistrate
will no doubt get to hear the full story about the 17 mile
night shift crew that netted some rogues enough money
for some flash cars and flasher women in Sydney.  It
lasted for about three months apparently. But that’s another
story.

Speaking of a story, you know how Stella, Della and me
consider ourselves to be independent free spirits who know
the difference between right and wrong, and black and
white, nice blokes and bad boys etc etc?  Well, one thing
we don’t put up with is bullying.   Us girls were having a
drink at our favourite watering hole last week, and Stella’s
friend, Amanda, who cannot be named, told her what her
girlfriend’s brother’s mate was told by his cousin what
he’d heard at the pub. Apparently there’s been talk of
bullying at the council, but the boss said there wasn’t.

This went on for a couple of weeks so the boss decided
to settle this minor irritation and keep the troops happy,
so he had a survey held by a mob from Adelaide.

Well, apparently things didn’t pan out as the boss thought.
His idea was to get some cheap feedback as to what a
great guy he is, give everyone a pat on the head and send
them back to work, but, apparently he’s not as slick as he
thinks.

Not everything is happy in the house of cards and that the
workplace and the financials are on thin ice.  There’s still
a cash flow problem apparently, and now with pay day
looming they might have to auction a few more dugouts
to meet the pay cheques.

They could raise the water rates to the same price as
bottled water and pay everyone for a two day week. That’d
work!  Well, apparently, this whisper is right on the money.
In the last couple of days the two secretaries have bailed
on stress leave. That’s about ten secretaries who’ve come
and gone in the space of eighteen months Della reckons.

Stella reckons that’s more than the CEO’s who went
through the revolving door in the five years earlier.  But
who’s counting?  On top of that, the bloke who runs the
water and works department has pulled the pin with a
year left on his contract.

Rumours abound that the workers want the results of the
secret survey thrown open for public comment and that
they are sick and tired of the tantrums and dramas and
need a bit of time out.

Who’s going to do the typing and get the coffees and
make the scones for morning smoko? I wonder if the
new super managers can type and bake?

At this rate there’ll be no staff left, but at least it’ll look
good on the books and show big savings, and maybe a
profit at last.

Anyway Ducks,  I’m off to Centrelink and then find a
park at Carter Town IGA to knock over the shopping.

Incidentally have you noticed the price creep in fags in
the past twelve months? Terrible.

Yours till next time,
Min Geatter
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On the LOn the LOn the LOn the LOn the Levelevelevelevelevel
with Slippo & Slidey

Slippo and Slidey out at their claim

Opinions/Questions/Commentry/Letters to the Editor
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Somewhere in the outback; maybe a
dugout near you

Land line rings and rings and rings
SLIPPO: Slidey, quick  come over its an
emergency.
SLIDEY: What in the....what’s going on?
SLIPPO: Mate I’ll explain later, quick come
over, I’m drowning in paper.
The screech of brakes and panting
SLIDEY: What have you done?
SLIPPO: Tried to educate meself so I can run
for the top job and just did a course in slacking.
SLIDEY: Don’t you mean hacking?
SLIPPO: I went into the chambers website
and.. well.. it just wouldn’t stop printing!  There
are thousands of them.
SLIDEY: What’s it about?
SLIPPO: Headings say “Section...” something..
Secret men’s business I reckon.
SLIDEY: Like Alan  bond; For Your Eyes Only?
Geezus slippo you could be in big trouble if the
big chief gets wind of this.
SLIPPO: What can we do?
SLIDEY: Round up some of your trusted
neighbours and we can start tearing them up.
SLIPPO:  It’s not going to happen mate.
SLIDEY: Why, you fell out?
SLIPPO: Mate because I want to be mayor, I
did a survey to gauge my popularity.
SLIDEY:  Yeah... and?
SLIPPO: I got naught out of 100!  No-one thinks
I am capable or good for this town.  One said I
was an egotist and should go back to the boys
home.  Mate I’m over 50.
SLIDEY:  Oh I see, well you and me will have
to bury them.  Easy, we will take them to the
field and dig a hole and cover them over.

Somewhere out on the old Adelaide road
4 hours later

SLIDEY: Mate I can’t dig any more I’ve got
blisters.
SLIPPO:  Me too and the batteries are going
flat on this torch.
SLIDEY: Quick, get down, I see lights heading
our way.
SLIPPO: It must be the cops, we are banned
from digging, it’s lockdown remember?
SLIDEY: Mate I think its night shifters, that’s
motor bike lights.
SLIPPO: Quick put the bags in the hole and
let’s fill it in.
SLIDEY: .... Ok that’s done.....we’ll go the
back way too many human cockroaches out
here.
SLIPPO: Mate where did this big piece of red
come from?
SLIDEY.  Must have come from the hole we
just filled
SLIPPO: Mate we were on opal and now we
just buried it.  Did you get a GPS?
SLIDEY:  A what?
SLIPPO:  Oh no Slidey. We just lost a fortune.
SLIDEY: Yes we did mate but we saved the
rate payers a bigger fortune in legal fees.

SLIPPO: Thanks, and see you at the claim
mate.

CPAS is back at
school after a well

earned term 2
holiday.

Photo: Junior
Primary Unit

celebrating "100
Days of School" on

the 2nd July.
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IAN HUMBY, AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN
VALE - IAN HUMBY

Many sectors across South Australia have been
saddened by the untimely passing of long term

police officer, and police Inspector Ian Humby [Rtd]

As a police officer, Ian Humby had a long association
with Coober Pedy and is well remembered for his
wonderful support to the Coober Pedy community
throughout his career. Ian took the time to get to the
bottom of issues and was dedicated to fair outcomes.

Ian was greatly respected in this community by his own
peers and those that he served.

Former Detective Brevet Sergeant - Coober Pedy CIB
- 2013 to 2015 Peter Stirling said, “Ian was a  man who
professionally and personally cared about Coober Pedy. “

Detective Senior Constable 1st Grade, (later OIC at
Kadina CIB) Des Roffey who worked with Ian at Coober
Pedy in the '70's had many good times together, and the
bond remained. Police re-unions fondly remembered
Coober Pedy and its people.

In summary, Ian Desmond Humby was a highly educated
young man, skilled in his police duties, honest and reliable.
His social skills were of a high level, he was held in high
regard by the Coober Pedy multicultural community, at
that time, the population numbered approximately 3,500.
He established a positive rapport with our local, large
indigenous community.

His loss is deeply felt by his colleagues in SAPol and the
extended community.

Greg O’Neill APM Detective Superintendent South
Australia Police (Retired), was the officer in Charge at
Coober Pedy during Ian Humby’s posting.  At Ian’s funeral
service on 16-7-2021 Greg O’Neill gave the following
address.

My association with Ian Humby commenced in
January, 1976, when I was posted as First Grade
Sergeant, Officer in Charge, Coober Pedy Police

Station .

The Station staff consisted of one Sgt, a second married
officer and six single men,, the latter being housed in single
men’s quarters adjacent to my residence and the police
station complex. The complex also included a Police
Prison, within the category described within the
Correctional Services Act of that era. It enabled prisoners
who were sentenced to 28 days or less to remain
imprisoned at Coober Pedy instead of having to be
transported to the HM Gaol at Port Augusta.

On arrival I settled with my wife, Lynn and Family into
our new residence and engaged in the task of becoming
cognizant of the duties required by the O/C.

Ian was one of the young members, which included
Des Roffey, Mal Millikan, John Hissey, Noel

Hames, and Graham Bills.

Over the next three years of my service at Coober
Pedy, staff transfer resulted in some of those mentioned
members being transferred/promoted and replaced in no
particular order or sequence, by new officers including
Mark (Fred) Trueman, Paul Evans, Tony Flavel and

Phil DeSanctis.

Due to the priority of the Coober Pedy Work ethic of opal
mining, it was necessary to receive authority to hold Court
hearings in the afternoon to allow Justices of the Peace
who were miners to attend to their occupation during the
daylight hours. Hence Court was always scheduled for 5
pm, other than when the Visiting Magistrate was presiding,
then it was ten o’clock in the morning.

Those who recall the earlier days of the Town would
remember that the then Stuart Highway north of Port
Augusta and as far north at the Northern Territory border
was a graded, dirt toad, often containing deep pot holes
which were usually filled with fine ‘bulldust’.  Our nearest
Police Stations in 1976 were Oodnadatta to the North,
and Kingoonya to the South. Coober Pedy and Oodnadatta
shared the responsibility of policing the APY Lands, as
Marla Bore was a windmill and had, at that juncture, not
been established as a town.

Shortly after my arrival, Ian and I travelled north to Mount
Willoughby Homestead to attend a single vehicular accident
involving one of our police Land Rovers.  Two of my
officers had been on a patrol to the NT border to assist
NT Police in locating a male person who had committed
a serious crime at (then) Ayers Rock and was believed to
be travelling south, subsequently the NT police had
arrested the offender and our patrol was returning to
Coober Pedy, when the Land Rover rolled over and both
officers were injured, one serious. Ian’s assistance during
that time was greatly appreciated.

Single workers in Government employment, e.g., nurses
and school teacher, were housed in specifically
constructed quarters, the latter being adjacent to the then
Police Station complex.

The then Coober Pedy Progress Association, an important
function within the then community identified the need
for a progressive, modern fire brigade service, which
prompted the purchase of a suitably equipped fire truck
to service the community. Being a co-ordinated functional
police service, it was decided to place the fire truck within
the confines of the Police Station complex.

Prior to joining SAPol in 1963, I had resided at Woomera
for 13 years and had been a member of the
Commonwealth Fire Service and had also completed a
five-year apprenticeship as a motor mechanic. I offered
to provide basic fire training to the local volunteers for
the Brigade, which included the police staff members.

Ian was one of those to volunteer, and in fact attended
several house/building/car fires in his service time.

On another occasion, Ian and I responded to a phone call
from the local Mine Warden re a shooting on the 14-mile
Field. En route we intercepted a sedan, travelling at
excessive speed, near Crocodile Harry’s dugout on the
Four Mile. The vehicle contained the body of a miner,
who we ascertained had been shot by another miner, over
a mine dispute. I took control of the vehicle and with the
occupants, drove to the Coober Pedy Hospital, where an
on duty Nursing Sister pronounced life extinct.  (There
being no permanent doctor at that time).

Ian set up a roadblock and stopped a vehicle and arrested
a male occupant, who was subsequently charged with
murder. (one of five murders that occupied our time and
resources at that time).

It gave me and Lynn great pleasure during my period of
service at Coober Pedy, to witness three of my young
staff form permanent relationships with three wonderful
young woman, one school teacher and two nurses. Ian
and Pennie, Paul Evans and Heather, and Fred Trueman
and Anne. (Not made in heaven, but right there in Coober
Pedy).

As the sun surely sets:
dawn will see it arise,

for service, above self,
demands its own prize.

You have fought the good fight:
life’s race has been run,
and peace, your reward,

for eternity begun.
And we that are left,
shall never forget,

rest in peace friend and
colleague,

for the sun has now set.
We will remember.
We will remember.
Hasten the dawn.

Police Ode written in 1995 by
WA Police Chaplain Barry May

Police OdePolice OdePolice OdePolice OdePolice Ode

Inspector Ian Humby addressing visitors at the First 50 years of Police at
Coober Pedy 1965-2015, in June 2015

L-R at the rear:
Peter Schar, [Sen.Sergeant
Emergency Management

Co-ordination Advisor]
Tony Flavell, [Sergeant

Forensic Services]
Mal Millikan, [Government

Investigator]
Fred Trueman APM [Chief

Superintendent
Paul Evans. [Sen. Sergeant

Executive Services,
Commissioners Office]

Standing in front is
Greg O'Neill APM. (Det.
Superintendent  APM =

Australian Police Medal).]

Former Chief Superintendent  M.G. (Fred) Trueman.
APM said, “We were all single men at Coober Pedy. We
call ourselves the Coober Pedy Team.”

“We still hang together as a close group, interestingly
enough, and sadly we lost Graeme Bills to cancer about
12-18 months ago.”

“The Coober Pedy Team was at Ian's retirement 2 years
ago and now his sudden death.  A real tragedy from every
perspective.”

“Ïan was a gracious man, a friend to all, consistently
enthusiastic and obliging in his duties, throughout his
career.”

At the completion of the funeral service, Fred Trueman
read the police ODE (See above)

In conclusion Greg O’Neill said, “On leaving Coober
Pedy, Ian joined the newly formed STAR Force, followed
by service as a detective in various suburban and country
CIB Offices, and then received his Commission as a
Inspector, and served in many training, educational,
management and vocational training areas with SAPol.

As a commissioned officer he also relieved several Country
Police Divisions and served many years as the Operational
Inspector for the Far North Division, based at Port
Augusta. He had a deep love and respect for the Outback.

Throughout his long career after Coober Pedy, Ian was,
at all times, totally supported in all his endeavours and
achievements by his wonderful wife, Pennie and their son,
Christopher.”

Coober Pedy Regional Times
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PUBLIC TENDER

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
PUBLIC NOTICE

RTC Group is a leading provider of maintenance services across Australia
in the government and non-government sectors, including for the SA

Housing Authority. Our SA Facilities Maintenance division works closely
with our customers to provide efficient, effective, cost-effective,

environmentally sound solutions and our specialised skills in programmed
& responsive maintenance, emergency repairs, disabled modification

upgrades and vacant restorations.

The SA Housing Authority has released a tender for the delivery of
maintenance services across South Australia. RTC is seeking Expressions

of Interest (EOIs) from potential RTC Sub-Contractors for the delivery of
services for the purpose of preparing a response to the Tender.

If you are interested in working with RTC on the SA Housing Authority
contract, or would like further information, please do not hesitate to contact

RTC via email to eoi@rtcgroup.com.au.

W5946 http://energymining.sa.gov.au

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with 
Section 28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 (SA) as in 
force immediately before the lodgement date 
stated below that the delegate of the Minister for 
Energy and Mining intends to grant Exploration 
Licences over the areas described below. 

Applicant: Tunkillia 2 Pty Ltd 
Location:  Cooritta Hill area - 

approximately 70km 
southeast of Tarcoola

Pastoral Leases: Lake Everard, North Well 
Term: Five years
Area in km2: 367
Reference no: 2020/00195
Lodgement Date: 5 November 2020

Applicant: Marmota Limited
Location:  Mulgathing area - 

approximately 70km 
northwest of Tarcoola

Pastoral Leases:  Commonwealth Hill, 
Mulgathing, Bulgunnia

Term: Five years
Area in km2: 652
Reference no: 2020/00197
Lodgement Date: 9 November 2020

Applicant:  McSkimming Geophysics 
Pty. Ltd.

Location:  Wilgena area - approximately 
40km north of Kingoonya

Pastoral Leases:  Bulgunnia, Wilgena, North 
Well, Bon Bon

Term: Six years
Area in km2: 972
Reference no: 2020/00206
Lodgement Date: 16 November 2020

Applicant: Marmota Limited
Location:  Indooroopilly Outstation 

area - approximately 170km 
southwest of Coober Pedy 

Pastoral Leases: Mobella
Term: Five years
Area in km2: 100
Reference no: 2020/00209
Lodgement Date: 18 November 2020

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the 
Department for Energy and Mining website:  
http://energymining.sa.gov.au/minerals/
exploration/public_notices/exploration_licence_
applications or by contacting Mineral Tenements 
on 08 8463 3103.

Community information on mineral exploration 
licence processes and requirements under the 
Mining Act 1971 is available from:  
http://energymining.sa.gov.au/minerals/
exploration/public_notices/exploration_licence_
applications or hard copy on request to Mineral 
Tenements.

J Martin 
Mining Registrar as delegate for the Minister 
for Energy and Mining 
Department for Energy and Mining

Mining Act 1971
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with 
Section 28(5) of the Mining Act 1971 (SA) as in 
force immediately before the lodgement date 
stated below that the delegate of the Minister for 
Energy and Mining intends to grant Exploration 
Licences over the areas described below. 

Applicant:  Cu-River Mining Australia 
Pty Limited 

Location:  Kangaroo Dam area - 
approximately 40km 
southeast of Coober Pedy

Pastoral Leases: Ingomar
Term: Five years
Area in km2: 460
Reference no: 2020/00199
Lodgement Date: 12 November 2020

Applicant: Renascor Resources Limited
Location:  Wilgena area - approximately 

30km west-northwest of 
Tarcoola

Pastoral Leases: Wilgena, Mulgathing
Term: Five years
Area in km2: 35
Reference no: 2020/00231
Lodgement Date: 17 December 2020

Applicant: Indiana Resources Limited
Location:  Wilgena area - approximately 

20km southeast of Tarcoola
Pastoral Leases: Wilgena, North Well 
Term: Six years
Area in km2: 362
Reference no: 2020/00236
Lodgement Date: 23 December 2020

Plans and co-ordinates can be found on the 
Department for Energy and Mining website:  
http://energymining.sa.gov.au/minerals/
exploration/public_notices/exploration_licence_
applications or by contacting Mineral Tenements 
on 08 8463 3103.

Community information on mineral exploration 
licence processes and requirements under the 
Mining Act 1971 is available from:  
http://energymining.sa.gov.au/minerals/
exploration/public_notices/exploration_
licence_applications or hard copy on request to 
Mineral Tenements.

C Andrews 
A/Mining Registrar as delegate for the 
Minister for Energy and Mining 
Department for Energy and Mining 

http://energymining.sa.gov.auW6014

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES TO
The Editor

Coober Pedy Regional Times
Newspaper

Editor@cooberpedytimes.com
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Public TrusteePublic TrusteePublic TrusteePublic TrusteePublic Trustee
                                                   ¨

                Make a Will Appointment
  ̈ Make an Appointment

¨General Enquiries
¨Request for information

¨ Feedback, Compliments & Complaints

General (08) 8226 9200
Appointments (08) 8226 9204
Country freecall 1800 673 119

Email: pt.enquiries@sa.gov.au
211 Victoria Square, Adelaide

REMOTE MINERS SEEK
CLARIFICATION ON COVID-

19 OPAL MINING BAN

FUNERAL NOTICE

Frank FAZZARI
Passed away suddenly on 3 July 2021

Beloved Father of Joseph, Patricia, Loretta and
Michael, adored Grandfather and cherished

Friend.
Dedicated opal miner at Coober Pedy in the 70s &
80s and more recently in Quilpie/Eromanga, QLD.

You're welcome to upload photos/share stories at
frank.fazzari.net

Family and Friends are invited to celebrate Frank's
life at 10:30am on Monday 26th July at Hemmant

Cemetery and Crematorium, 500 Hemmant
Tingalpa Rd, Hemmant QLD 4174.

Directive from the Police
Operation Centre/Compliance

regarding opal mining.

During the current Covid-19
Lockdown

No opal mining

Opals are not essential
for life/economy to

continue

The exception would be
if opal miners have
done a dig/cut and

there are safety issues if
they do not ‘complete’

the process..

If there are any inquiries

Please call local Police Station on 86725 056

Level 5 Requirements
Stay at Home Restrictions

List of Essential Workers

• mining services including
coal mining, oil and gas

extraction, metal ore

mining, non-metallic
mineral mining and
quarrying petroleum

production and

including any furnace
operations;

Division B MINING
Subdivision 09 NON-METALLIC MINERAL

MINING AND QUARRYING
Group 099 OTHER NON-METALLIC MINERAL

MINING AND QUARRYING
Class 0990 Other Non-Metallic Mineral Mining and

Quarrying

This class consists of units mainly engaged in
mining or quarrying non-metallic minerals, except

construction materials.
Primary activities

    Abrasives mining
    Alabaster mining

    Alum mining
    Alunite mining
    Barite mining

    Chrysoprase mining
    Diamond mining
    Diatomite mining
    Felspar quarrying

    Flint quarrying
    Fluorspar mining
    Gemstone mining
    Glauconite mining
    Graphite mining

    Green sand mining
    Gypsum mining

    Horticultural peat extraction
    Jade mining

    Kyanite mining
    Lithium mineral mining

    Magnesite mining
    Mica mining

    Mineral pigment mining n.e.c.
    Opal mining

    Phosphate rock mining
    Quartz quarrying n.e.c.

    Salt harvesting
    Silica mining (for industrial purposes)

    Talc quarrying
    Vermiculite mining

    Zeolite mining
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BUNKERS AND PREPPING
What about helping an older relative prepare for an emergency exit?

Article 5
by Pat the Prepper

In a worst case scenario, if you only had minutes
to leave your home, your Bug Out Bag ((BOB)
should be ready to just grab.  Hopefully there

will be time to grab other important things such
as family photos, valuables etc.

BOBs are designed to be foot portable in case transport
becomes unavailable (EMP, traffic, roadblocks etc).

That means using a backpack and keeping things at a
reasonable weight while considering your local
environment. The general rule would be to carry about
10% of your body weight with maximum being 20%.
Also depends how far you’re going and local conditions.

The whole point is that you don’t know what’s going to
happen, so why not have a bag that’s always packed
with essentials to survive 72 hours?

Just like that emergency Hospital Bag that
everyone should have packed and ready. And

that emergency Bushfire Plan, where you should
have a recent back-up of all photos and

computer data saved onto an external drive, just
in case; as well as all of your personal papers

ready to go.

Your BOB should contain items such as a first aid kit,
water bottles (need at least 1L/day/person), water filter,
water purification tablets, ready to eat foods, utensils,
lighter, tinder, headlamp, torch, knife, cordage/rope, tarp,
multi-tool, important documents (physical and USB
drive), cash, toilet paper, hat, change of clothing,
bandana, duct tape (fixes nearly everything lol), one or
two way radio, USB charging cable and wall plug, spare
batteries, plastic storage bags, blanket, gloves, personal
hygiene items,  medications etc.

Are you taking pets or a dog with you? What will they
need?

You may plan to go along a predetermined path to a

You are not actually prepared if you simply buy some
gear and throw it in storage. You don’t want to rely on a
product in an emergency that you’ve never used before.

Even if something seems simple now, your brain can
turn into mush when faced with chaos.

Not all adults in a family may be preppers, so a
good way to get everyone involved could be by

making up emergency bags for them as
Christmas presents.

If your family situation prevents you from going
anywhere, such as having an elderly or disabled relative,
then prepare to bug in and have essentials stocked up at
home, including medications and special needs items.

Consider forming a community of like-minded people
who can help each other out in such situations. Help an
elderly neighbour to start prepping. Research key
elements of prepping that you need more information
about.

What if the unthinkable happens and the internet no longer
exists. Almost everything is done online today. Just
imagine.

We all prepare for certain scenarios that are most likely
to happen. Did you hear about the mass riots in South
Africa recently, where community members worked
together to keep rioting gangs out of their neighbourhood?

‘oonce in a lifetime’ events such as the mass floods
happening across western Europe and central China add
to that all the craziness happening all over the world as
well. Maybe a Polar Shift is happening. Is that why that
group of wandering elephants keeps heading north?

Wasn’t Noah one of the first preppers?
Stay safe and be prepared.

pre-stocked “bug out location” (like a cabin in the woods,
a claim on the fields or a separate drive on your own
property). Always have alternate plans because of the
curve balls that life throws at us.

A BOB should be made for everyone in the household
who can carry them. Many families build separate BOBs
for children, modifying the contents as needed. Practice
with them on family camping trips & outdoor adventures.

Help an older neighbour or relative prepare for an
emergency exit

To Be Prepared, is not a
new thing.

Ask any Boy Scout

Department for Energy and
Mining, South Australia
recently presented a series
of historic Coober Pedy
photos on social media viz:

CooberPedy, today, is
sometimes known as The
Opal Capital of The World!

But did you know that Opal
was only first discovered in
1915, after 14 weeks of
unsuccessfully prospecting
for gold?

By 1920, the number of
opal miners had increased
to a few hundred and for a
place to have a mail
service, it had to have a
name! So Coober Pedy was
voted in!

Early life was tough on the opalfields – water was scarce
and any green vegetation was at the mercy of marauding
rabbits.   Photo: The only garden at Coober Pedy, 1934.
State Library of South Australia, Coober Pedy Collection

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY & MINING REMEMBERS
HISTORIC COOBER PEDY

State Library of South Australia. Coober Pedy Post Office, 1932.
Meagher, J. Post Office and bank entrance at Coober Pedy, 1920.
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SUNDAYS
GOLF 1pm Teeoff
.

What’s On in Coober Pedy

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time

COOBER PEDY RSL

CFS TRAINING  CFS TRAINING:
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each
month
Please contact regional office on
08 8642 2399 or
Email: CFSRegion4@sa.gov.au for
more information.

SATURDAYS

Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm

FRIDAYS
Greek Charcoal BBQ every
Friday at the Greek Hall.
TBA

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

MINE RESCUE/SES Training is
second Saturday of the month at 9am

The unit manager is Anthony
Daelman

Duty officer number is 0427 752 446

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates,

or Ring John DiDonna
on 0427649389

CROATION CLUB TBA
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mine Rescue/SES training
Training is the first and third
Wednesday of the month @ 730pm
and the second Saturday of the
month at 9am

The unit manager is Anthony
Daelman

Duty officer number is 0427 752 446

WEDNESDAY

SDrive-In Movies in 2021

https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/https://www.facebook.com/cooberpedydrivein/

Gates open at 6:30pm Movie starts 7:00pm
Please come along and support us

$20 per car;  $10 per adult;  $5 per child

C.P. Police Station
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5056
Assistance 131 444
Emergency 000
Crime Stoppers 1800 555 677

Coober Pedy Hospital
Lot 89 Hospital Rd
Open 24 hours · (08) 8672 5009

Coober Pedy Medical Practice
Lot 89 McDougal Road
(08) 8678 9224

Coober Pedy Area School
17/18 Paxton Rd. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5077

Umoona Tjutagku Health Service
Lot 8 Umoona Rd
(08) 8672 5255

Housing SA
Lot 2501 Hutchison St
131 299

Centrelink
LOT 715 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
13 24 68

District Council of Coober Pedy
LOT 773 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 4600

Coober Pedy Tourist Information Cen.
LOT 773 Hutchison St
(08) 8672 4600

Umoona Community Council Inc
Umoona Rd
(08) 8672 5246

Djitji Tjapu Tjuta Community Day Cen.
Lot 315 Robins Blvd
(08) 8672 5644

Umoona Aged Care
Lot 89 Hospital Rd
(08) 8672 5605

National Indigenous Australians Ag.
(NIAA)
17/18 Paxton Rd. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5077

Far North Health Advisory Council
C/- Coober Pedy Hospital
(08) 8672 5009

C.P, Community Correctional Centre:
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8672 3091

Coober Pedy Magistrates Court
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8672 5601

Department for Child Protection C.P
Lot 2501 Hutchison St.  Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 4555

Aboriginal Family Support Services
LOT 223 Giles St. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 3066

Uniting Country SA
Paxton Rd
1300 067 777

TAFE SA
Adult education school
Hutchison St.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8678 9000

Australian Red Cross
Non-profit organization
Unit 6/25 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
 (08) 8100 5436

Coober Pedy Regional Times
Editor@cooberpedytimes.com
(08) 86725920

Updated Local Service
Provider Listings

Labour Day Mon, 4 Oct 2021

SA schools term
dates 2021

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

1)  27 January – 9 April
2)  27 April – 2 July
3)  19 July – 24 Sept
4)  11 October – 10 Dec

Good Friday Fri, 2 Apr 2021

Holy Saturday Sat, 3 Apr 2021

Easter Monday Mon, 5 Apr 2021

Anzac Day Sun, 25 Apr 2021

Anzac Day Mon, 26 Apr 2021

Queens Birthday Mon, 14 Jun 2021

Labour Day Mon, 04 Oct 2021

Christmas Eve Fri, 24 Dec 2021

Christmas Day Mon, 27 Dec 2021

Boxing Day Tue, 28 Dec 2021

Proclam. Day    Tue, 28 Dec 2021

New Year's Eve Fri, 31 Dec 2021

Saturday 24th July
Fast and Furious 9 (M)Fast and Furious 9 (M)Fast and Furious 9 (M)Fast and Furious 9 (M)Fast and Furious 9 (M)
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SAINTS HOME MATCH
FAVOURS ROXBY DOWNS

Far North Football League
ROUND 6 4th June May 2011
Olympic Dam 22 goals 17 behinds 149 points defeated
Hornridge 6 goals 4 behinds 40 points

Best players for Hornridge 1st B Cooper 2nd N Tuthill
3rd P Rhodes 4th M Fazekas 5th C Rainsford
Goal scorers C Rainsford 3 goals, B Kelly 2 goals, J
Elliot 1 goal

Best players for OD 1st A Spicer 2nd C Menzies 3rd R
Hornhardt 4th B Woodall 5th W Hooper
Goal scorers S Montgomerie 5 goals, D Webb, R
Hornhardt, R Montgomerie 3 goals each,
D Summerton 2 goals, D Rogers, R Summerton, D
Moyse, B Woodall 1 goal each

Roxby 12 goals 13 behinds 85 points defeated
Coober Pedy 8 goals 15 behinds 63 points

Best players for Roxby 1st C Kenny 2nd J Telfer 3rd R
Prosser 4th S Carroll 5th  H Mynhart
Goals scorers R Prosser 5 goals, J Roberts 3 goals, J
Telfer, D Spagnoli, C Kenny, T Marshall 1 goal each

Best players for Coober Pedy 1st C Jonas 2nd D Wilton
3rd C Warren 4th D Warren 5th D Dodd
Goal scorers C Warren, R Williams, D Warren, S
Dorizzie, Z McKenzie, M Bell, B Buller, D Wilton 1 goal
each

A lively match between Roxby and the Saints
Umpires, Jeff Paige and Greg Burns

Saints after their home match

Victorious but weary Roxby players

A few saintly sighs beyond the siren

Saints fund-raisers doing a good trade

A top day for socialising at the Oval

David Hunter has hands full with twin grand-
daughters Bella and Bailey McKenzie

The Macumba lads playing for the Saints, are
Corey Jonas, Dylan Dodd and Gregory Warren
with Eddie Nunn centre

Saints Coach Camelo Crisa with daughter
Isabella

The Saints played a home match with Roxby Downs
on Saturday 4th June under perfect weather
conditions with a top temperature of 21 degrees.

At the siren Roxby Downs on 85 points had defeated
Coober Pedy 63 points.

Saints Coach Carmelo Crisa said despite the loss to the
Saints it was a good match and everyone put in an
outstanding effort.  “If we keep up this good form it will
put us in good stead”, he said.

Families and supporteres enjoyed the day and are looking
forward to the next home game.

Hayley, Gerri and Eddie Nunn from Macumba

10 YEARS AGO
2011

Photos: Margaret Mackay
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VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

Coober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters Club
Welcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and Sponsors
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