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FREE

Is the DCCP meddling with our
country’s free enterprise system?

Tourism by its very nature is an
industry and therefore designed to
make a profit.

This is something that should be kept
in mind.

I wonder why and how this idea of
free camping came to the mind of the
district council’s latest round of public
servants.

If camping were to be given away free
of charge in Coober Pedy to
Recreational Vehicles, Motor Homes
and the like, effectively 4 major
businesses that employ around 20 (?)
job specific people between them,
would become redundant overnight.

This looks to be the District Council
of Coober Pedy’s proposal to help
bolster business in tired souvenir shops
that are currently not attracting the
customers that they aspire to.

Did council perform a feasibility study
and a risk assessment before investing
ratepayers’ money into this
consultation process, in the event that
a class action ensues?

One local resident told us, “I have seen
free camping extremely rarely in
Australia and I know what I am talking
about having spent seven years in all
corners of Australia in a motor-home.”

”These free campsites were always in
crappy areas with no tourist interest
whatsoever, with a tourist attendance
close to zero. Free camping where it
was well indicated that it was necessary
to make a donation of 5 dollars. This
was often controlled by the passage
of a guard.”

”I especially saw that it was forbidden
under penalty of fine (sometimes
$10.000) to spend the night outside a
campsite within the city limits.”

“This idea of free camping in this
particular scenario appears to imply the
offload of money from one business
into the pockets of another. It is not
very  insightful of the district council
to consult on such a serious matter in
this way.”

Is council already behaving in a
negligent manner?

Robert Coro, DCCP Ratepayer  since
1987and resident since 1963 says,
“Free  camping  is  available along the
3500kms of the Stuart Highway- must
not be allowed in  the township of
Coober Pedy.  DCCP  must take
responsibility of all  vacant land
(including crown land) and ensure that
all meets the rules.”

“In the submission of Salome
Lorente who works in the District
Council and also has an interest
with the Old Timer’s Mine
(Museum), she says that by not
paying camping fees tourists will
have a larger budget for
experiences, museums, souvenirs
etc..”

“Ms. Lorente’s submission does
not seem to consider that foreign
tourists bring $44.6 billion into
Australia every year. Shouldn’t we
be trying to increase that amount
instead of reducing it?”

Is providing welfare to tourists
really the role of the District
Council?

“If there was a real problem the
CMCA could be lobbied to put
pressure on those RV rental
companies to lower their prices
perhaps.  However, CMCA clearly
has a vested interest in the owners
of RVs, and their surveys should
be assessed accordingly.”

“A focus of the Coober Pedy
Together Project could be to help
struggling businesses to rethink
the the appeal of the main street.
Or better still private business
owners could make their shops
more attractive, do things to catch
the eye, give tourists the
opportunity to put the brakes on,
stop to spend money and enjoy, at
no cost to the rest of the town!”

“But to shout and criticise the
campsites because the tourist does
not open the door of certain shops
is useless. The problem is that the
shops are not friendly enough to
whet the tourist’s curiosity.”

“The new owner of the Big Four
campsite must be pretty shaken up.
He has just invested a huge
amount of money in this town, only
to discover that his investment is
at risk of being devalued by the
very council he pays rates to in
order to operate.”

“The same goes for the new
owners at Ribas. They could end
up in a terrible situation with a
young family and now a major
business investment in a remote
area, at risk!”

If council’s actions causes the
closure of those businesses that
provide traveler services, pay rates
and taxes, where will the continued
need for the DCCP be then?

Maybe council needs to focus on
providing services to this town,
and stop meddling in matters that
are out of it’s league.  Clean up
the illegal camping areas and
support all local businesses.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE POTENTIAL PHASING
OUT OF COOBER PEDY’S CARAVAN PARKS

Continued on page 4
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Above:  The new owners of the Stuart Range
Caravan Park have invested millions in the
complex.  Recently they installed rooftop solar,
and shortly plan to spend another $1M upgrading

the swimming pool.  News that free camping may
soon be offered at Coober Pedy in an attempt to
assist tired souvenir shop sales, has left the new
owners dumbfounded.
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1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP1.) GROUPS & SPONSORSHIP
You or your group may wish to send a News Article.
Aim for a 300 - 500 word story in plain text and a
suitable photo/s.
2. If seeking an Editorial - “Advertorial”
or “Special Feature”, please enquire about the cost
first.
3.) Advertisers may be entitled to editorials
4.) Sponsorship for clubs or community
programs is by arrangement
5.) Names and Captions  must
accompany photos + DO NOT REDUCE PHOTOS

CPRT became a FREE Newspaper in 2006 and
increased its distribution to 4,500 hard copies +
Free Online Newspaper, promoting news, events
thus distributing advertising to tourists and to nearby
communities and towns. The CPRT receives no
external funding.
A local newspaper is the voice of the people. A
truly free and independent press is a vital
component of any healthy democratic society. [...]
the prime value of journalism is that it imposes
transparency, and thus accountability, on those
who wield the greatest governmental and
corporate power. ~ Glenn Greenwald, Laura
Poitras and Jeremy Scahill
Four pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy areFour pillars of Democracy are
LEGISLATIVE : The body which makes laws
for the state.
EXECUTIVE : Executes and enforces laws.
JUDICIARY : Works to protect laws.
PRESS/MEDIA : The 4th estate of democracy.
It informs the public

‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’‘Media releases’ may be submitted however
there is no obligation on the newspaper to publish
any part of it.  Media releases are generally one
sided so comments may, (or may not)  be extracted
and used in a related article. CPRT does not provide
free space for political or business advertising .
Advertising rates are in the column above.

Letters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to EditorLetters to Editor should be sent by email
where possible and must be relevant to the
community. Potentially defamatory comments will
be edited or deleted. Letters to Editor need to be
signed, but a pen name can be published.

           Bi Monthly
Friday 12 Nov 2021
Friday 26 Nov 2021
Friday 10 Dec 2021

ABOUT US
 The annual rainfall in the area is around 175

mm (5 inches) per annum

The CPRT newspaper first became DIGITAL/
ONLINE in 2006. Although online is now the

main trend, hard copies are still printed locally.

Editor - Margaret Mackay
PO Box 10 Coober Pedy  SA 5723

Ph:  (08) 8672 5920
Email:  editor@cooberpedytimes.com

https://cooberpedytimes.com/

The Coober Pedy Regional Times
“Your Outback Communities Newspaper”

GO NOODLING FOR OPAL at THE JEWELLER SHOP
- Umoona Road/Jeweller Shop Road near town.

While in town take an OPAL FIELDS TOUR
You’ll believe you’re on Mars.

   Be sure to visit THE UNDERGROUND CHURCHES

AMAZING UNDERGROUND HOMES - DUGOUTS
(at least 1500 people living underground)

UNDERGROUND DUGOUT AS A BUNKER
Think about it!

Take a tour and see see film locations like Mad Max:
Beyond Thunderdome and Red Planet including the
PAINTED DESERT, the spectacular BREAKAWAYS
and the MOON PLAIN

 Enjoy an evening at the Coober Pedy DRIVE-IN
usually on a Saturday Night

During Easter an OPAL FESTIVE & GEM TRADE
SHOW is held

OPAL FIELDS GOLF COURSE - bring your own green

South

an underground town built on the back of opal mining
     Things to do

MAILING LIST
Send an email to be included on newspaper

emailing list

The COOBER PEDY REGIONAL TIMES is ‘WORLD WIDE’
  READ Newspaper FREE online at:  https://cooberpedytimes.com/

Summer 2021-2022
(December Solstice)

22 Dec 2:29 am

Coober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober PedyCoober Pedy
THE OPTHE OPTHE OPTHE OPTHE OPAL CAL CAL CAL CAL CAPITAPITAPITAPITAPITAL OF THE WAL OF THE WAL OF THE WAL OF THE WAL OF THE WORLDORLDORLDORLDORLD

November to January rainfall is likely to be above median for the eastern half of Australia, though below normal in western Tasmania.
    Maximum temperatures for November to January are likely to be above median for much of the northern half of Australia and Tasmania. Below

median daytime temperatures are likely for eastern NSW.
    Above median minimum temperatures for November to January are very likely for almost all of Australia, with roughly equal chances of warmer

or cooler than median nights for south-east WA and south-west SA.
    The El Niño–Southern Oscillation is neutral, with cooling of the tropical Pacific towards La Niña levels likely in the coming months. This may be

increasing the chances of above average rainfall for much of eastern Australia.
The Indian Ocean Dipole is expected to return to neutral in November.

Climate outlook overview
Issued: 21 October 2021

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/overview/video
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Opal Mining News

OPAL MINING FEES effective 1st
JULY 2021

New or Renew PSPP   $92.50
2nds & ODL    $ 9.95 + $ 9.95

Replacement Plates
X1  $7.75 + $18.20 = $25.95
X2 $15.50 + $18.20 = $33.70
X3 $23.25 + $18.20 = $42.45
X4 $31.00 + $18.20 = $49.20

Claim Registration
 - 3 months

Small   $54.50
Large     $109.00
X/Large  $164.00
ODL       $130.00

KEEP DIGGING WARRIORS

Claim Renewal
- 12 months

Small   $164.00
Large   $327.00
X/Large $491.00

Recovery of Posts $26.50

OPOPOPOPOPAL FIELDS ROUND-UPAL FIELDS ROUND-UPAL FIELDS ROUND-UPAL FIELDS ROUND-UPAL FIELDS ROUND-UP

Opal Miners interested in contributing to a news story (major
media) during coming week beginning of November , please

contact the Coober Pedy Regional Times, Editor on 86725920
asap to register your interest.

NEWS/MEDIA
OPPORTUNITY
FOR MINERS

NEWBIE OPAL MINERS
Part 2—Precious stones

prospecting permits
7—Application for permit

(1) A person may apply for a precious stones
prospecting permit.
(2) The application—

(a) must be made in a manner and form determined
by the Director; and

(c) must be accompanied by the prescribed
application fee.

(3) The applicant (in the case of a natural person)
must be at least 16 years of age.

(4) An opal mining registrar may issue a precious
stones prospecting permit to a person who has

made due application for the permit and paid the
appropriate fee.

(5) A person is not eligible to be issued, or to hold,
a precious stones prospecting permit if the person
is disqualified from holding a permit under this Act

or the regulations.

8—Nature of permit
(1) A person must not hold more than one precious

stones prospecting permit.
(2) A precious stones prospecting permit cannot be

held jointly by two or more persons.
(3) A precious stones prospecting permit is not

transferable.
(4) A person must not—

(a) lend a precious stones prospecting permit to
another person; or

(b) permit another person to use, or to take the
benefit, of his or her precious stones prospecting

permit.
Administrative penalty

A hive of activity at prospect any closer and look out Stuart highway

Caught on camera, local business owner on a miner’s claim.  ”Oh I thought this machine is for
sale” was the excuse.

The big rush at Ryans Hill didn't last long only one gang there now. At one point a forest of
claims.  Nothing like an opal miners ‘story’.

Some new miners from down south. Good to see.  Welcome to the Opal Capital of the World

Still no picks; explosives or pegs for sale anywhere.  Good opportunity for a young
entrepreneur to start up a side business and clean up.

To all the opal shops; in town inlay is not a solid.  Just ask Consumer Affairs

Bet of the week; Odds on people in meetings;  rearranging the deck chairs of the titanic.
It’s our drill !

A call to all current OPAL MINERS,
concerning the opal miner’s drill.

We invite the Miner’s Association to hold an
etraordinary meeting to discuss this matter

We have been informed that a ‘drillers
association’ of sorts may be in the pipeline!

Opal Miners please speak out!

Old Lickers: Frank Novosel, Jago Jozic
and Rod Wells

PUBLIC NOTICE
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE POTENTIAL SCALING DOWN/PHASING
OUT OF COOBER PEDY’S CARAVAN PARKS & JOB LOSSESfrom page 1

Riba’s Underground Caravan Park owner Jason
Wright talks about

“What caravan parks bring into
this town”

“Caravan parks contribute to the local economy.
We pay electricity and water at commercial rates.

We also pay commercial rates. Caravan parks employs
dozens of people in high season and low seasons. They
also consume goods for their daily operations (cleaning
products, toilet papers, office supplies, etc.).

Caravan parks also offer a safe and secure place for
RVs at night, but also through the day keeping big
vehicles and trailers off the main street.

RV and caravan owners go into town, leaving their
belongings with peace of mind in their caravans.

Free camping does not offer that security, so RV and
caravan owners will be reluctant to leave thousands of
dollar worth of equipment, tools, electronic devices, etc
behind and therefore clog the main street parking with
their vans, campers, motorhome, trailers, etc. The more
“free” options there are, the more RVs we will see on
the main street during the day.

I have seen (in the 6 years I have been in town), RVs
parked on the road, in the access lines to the IGA and
Post office carpark, half hanging off the parallel parking
spots etc.

Accommodation places offer tourist advice but also
orientate people towards specific services (tyre shop,
windscreen repairs, road conditions, printing services,
internet, pool operating hours, etc). We also constantly
remind road users to avoid driving at sunset, sunrise and
at night. We inform people about the Breakaways
access pass. Caravan parks do so much more than just
providing camping sites and amenities.

A free camp does not contribute to the local employment
and the local economy. A free camp does not provide a
safe and secure camp.”

RV Friendly Town
Mike Murphy - The Underground Motel

It is with great disappointment that I have to respond to
your request for siting of a RV site in Coober Pedy.

The lack of consultation and data indicates that there
has been no research done into this project. To the point,
is it even beneficial to the town? There is no evidence it
will be. Or how detrimental will it be to commercial park
operators? When DPTI did it in Maree, the 2 parks
occupancy dropped 50%.

We surely need to support our businesses in Coober
Pedy. It’s disturbing when a decision has been made
without any such regards. It’s a negligent act and puts a
poor light on Council showing such disregard.
Compounded by the fact we are currently unable to meet
the requirements of the CMCA for RV Friendly Town
status makes us as a town look ignorant.

I would hope to see supporting information /
evidence and data to support such an initiative,
enabling an informed discussion to take place
before any further action is taken.

Yours Sincerely,
Mike Murphy

I am the owner of the Oasis Tourist Park and I am
writing this letter to you, the Administrator for

Coober Pedy, to express my concern of free RV
camping in the township of Coober Pedy.

I have spoken to the other Caravan Park owners in
Coober Pedy and some other motel owners, and they
strongly agree that this is wrong and should not be
allowed. If one travels to Port Augusta, Uluru or Alice
Springs, they do not allow free camping within the town
limits.

To allow free camping will inevitably cost the ratepayers
to maintain and it will dramatically affect the income of
the four caravan parks in town as the tourism sector is
the largest employer of the town.

Are you prepared to sacrifice local jobs for free RV
camping in town?

The Council has turned a blind eye to the free camping
on Kempe Rd, where up to 15 vans and motorhomes
camp. These people should be using the caravan parks,
motels and hotels to assist these businesses’ livelihoods.

The rates and taxes that we pay and the compliance we
adhere to ensures safe sites and all facilities for our
guests. We spend effort and money to promote Coober
Pedy and other businesses and we encourage visitors
to stay longer inn town, thereby generating income and
bringing higher yield tourism to the town.

The Council should not allow free camping within at
least 15 to 20 kilometres from the town limits.

I sincerely hope that you will take this on board and that
you will support our caravan parks, hotels and motels.

Yours Sincerely,
George Russell OAM

My name is Jamie Hughes and my partner is Tim Knox-
Niven. We are the resort managers here at the Big 4
Stuart range Outback Resort in Coober Pedy.

In the periods from March - October we are lucky to
have 10 caravans check in a day.  What we are seeing
is that there can regularly be 40 of them either out at
the free camp/dog walking area or free elsewhere.  Quite
often they are occuping several car spaces in Hutchison
Street as they have no handy base.

Despite a massive investment including that we will
spend near $1M upgrading the swimming pool here soon,
we are losing money.  The work has become limited
and this is already putting our locals out of jobs.

We understand free camps help bring people to the area
but with a town already run on tourism we think these
areas should be a banned as free overnight stops.

Kind Regards,
Jamie & Tim
Resort Managers Big 4

NO NEED TO OFFER INCENTIVES FOR
PEOPLE TO STOP AT COOBER PEDY

Port Augusta, Uluru or Alice
Springs, do not allow free

camping within the town limits

From: Andrew Burns

I have been made aware of a possible free camping
initiative in Coober Pedy.

For many reasons I urge the council the businesses and
the community to prevent free camping, within the town.
Many people have come to this town, willingly using the
town services and facilities.

The controls by regulation, assist cleanliness, assist
hygiene, assist litter control, and encourage businesses
to engage with the touring population.

All viable businesses cannot survive with altruistic ideals.
Businesses survive with fee for services and provide
employment.

The potential of a compromise to local security must be
recognised. There is no identification of the people using
free camping.

The arid land is also a fragile environment. We are all
responsible for care of the environment. It is better to
encourage travellers to stay in camping grounds, it puts
money into the local community and provides
employment. Additionally it means the local environment
is protected from litter, land abuse and land degradation.

Yours Truly,
Andrew Burns

For many reasons I urge the
council the businesses and the

community to prevent free
camping,

I am staying at Ribas camping ground for several days.
Being a business owner myself for many years I
appreciate the facilities involved in such businesses.

I also understand the expenses incurred and staff wages
paid, all of which add to the economy of the community.
I hear that there is a proposal to permit free camping in
the Coober Pedy area.

I felt the need to provide my input regarding this matter.
I consider that free camping is NOT WARRANTED
for several reasons, including:

• The adverse effects impact upon businesses such as
Rivas;
• The reduction in employment opportunities for locals;
• The diminishing accomodation facilities for visitors such
as myself;
• The possible negative safety implications.

I trust that these views are given their due consideration
and am happy to expand on them should you need me to
do so.

Regards
George Symeonakis

DIMINISHING ACCOMMODATION
FACILITIES AND SAFETY

CONCERNS

LETTERS AND COMMENTS

Continued on page 7

8645 4255
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SEPARATION OF POWERS IN THE
ADMINISTRATION: Areas of responsibility need to be
clearly marked, and adhered to. If each platform performs
properly, alarm bells would go off at anything amiss
quickly.  Nobody should be left to act autonomously.

THE GOOD OLD DAYS: We would all like to hark back
to the good old days and who would not want to go back
in time 20 years or 30 or 40 or even 5 but sadly time and
society moves forward. It is 2015 and as a community
we have to acknowledge this and adapt.

THE OPAL INDUSTRY:  With this election Coober Pedy
has the opportunity to really “revisit the old days”, with a
stronger opal mining representation and focus from within
our town council. With our industry at the forefront we
move towards a more measured representation to State
and Federal Government to clearly state the various
inequities that exist in this industry, as opposed to
mainstream industry.  Coober Pedy’s opal industry is
unique by nature and by its geographic location.

YOUTH ENTRY INTO THE OPAL INDUSTRY. First off
they have to recognise that there is an industry. Secondly
if they want a career at any level of it, outside of actual
mining, we need to have infrastructure available to be
accessed, in a recognised structure, such as the Certificate
of Opal Industry Practice.

I pledge all work done for and on behalf of this community
will be undertaken with the highest principals of
democracy, and equality for all.”

In more recent years, George found himself suffering
from diabetes and subsequently a heart condition.  After a
number of medical procedures and a battle to understand
and combat the disease, George has passed away.

The team of health workers at the Coober Pedy Medical
Centre and Flinder’s Medical Centre are to be thanked
and commended for their efforts.

George leaves behind an array of friends, many of whom
are present today, and others who are not able to be here
for a variety of reasons.

Farewell George, you will be greatly missed.
May you rest in peace.

Thank you to everyone for attending today.

EULOGY

GEORGE PAVLIDIS (Guitar George)
8-11-1954 – 6-10-2021

The funeral service of the late George John Pavlidis
was conduted respectfully and according to George’s
wishes in a graveside civil ceremony at the Coober
Pedy Cemetery.  The service and the Eulogy was
conducted and delivered by Quinns Funeral Service
from Port Augusta.   Once again, thank you.

George Pavlidis was born and raised in an inner city
working class suburb of Melbourne, called Fitzroy in the
50’s and 60’s, in the era of 6 o’clock closing and ladies
lounges.  His parents were John and Fotini Pavlidis who
had migrated from Greece to Australia.  George shared
his father’s middle name John.

George told his friends of how his mother contributed to
the family income working as a dressmaker. He was very
proud of her and he looked after her in her later years.
George also had a younger sister Helen.

George was blessed with the experience of fatherhood
during the 70, but tragically his daughter Melaney became
a victim of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) at the
age of 4 months.

During the early - mid 70’s George worked in a variety of
positions, including branch manager of a purpose built
sub branch, to provide payroll services to the workforce,
and meet the daily banking requirements of the Transport
Regulation Board, now known as Vic Roads.

After many years in underground mining with at best
marginal success, George wanted to cut opal, and was
lucky that TAFE at the time had a one year course that
taught the basics as well as an introduction to jewellery
making. Up to this point George’s concept was find opal,
sell it, pay bills, and then go looking for more. Going
back to school, he realised how little he really knew about
opal.

Much later, George went to Melbourne and completed
another one year TAFE course in, Engineering/Jewellery
Design. The training to see opal through the eyes of a
jeweller/setter was invaluable to George.

George lived in Coober Pedy continuously, taking time
out with his parents in Melbourne when he could afford
to do so.

As well as opal mining and cutting, George enjoyed being
a working musician. In Coober Pedy he supported many
causes over many years by providing a musical context
to community events.  Known generally as Guitar George,
many people did not know his surname.  Coober Pedy
has an array of such characters and Guitar George
(Pavlidis) name will be etched in our history along with
many other of its fine characters.

In his personal life George was a very private person; he
was blessed with an intellectual ability significantly higher
than average.  He took an active and constructive interest
in local politics.  He rarely missed any news broadcast be
it International, National, State or Local.   He had a strong
sense of democracy and contributed regularly to the local
political scene.  Much of this was behind the scenes.

Most of George’s friends will attest that he would generally
drop everything to help them reprogram their new mobile
phones, home visit and fix television sets and the like. He
was known to pull apart and repair washing machines as
well as computers, cameras and other gadgets.

In 2015 George threw his hat in the ring as a mayoral
candidate at the local government elections.  While not
successful, included here are some of George’s heart-felt
‘policies’.

Quote: “Here I will touch on some of the issues that appear
to be of town concern at this point in time. [2015]

TOURISM: THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD: Why
change what is a fact? This clearly represents who we
are and what we do.  To be fully democratic, it would
take a referendum of the town people to change it or
phase it out.

In George’s work life he employed a forensic fiscal skill
set, highly developed by the Commercial Banking
Corporation and the Commercial Bank of Australia.

This skill set led to his appointment as a Commonwealth
Federal Tax Officer.  This appointment was invested with
the authority to order the seizure of the financial records
of Individuals, Institutions, and Organizations.

Many of you, who knew George, might say that cannot
be true, and if it is true why George hadn’t made it more
widely known.

There was only one answer to this.  In those times The
Australia Public Service operated under British Law, and
public servants were required to sign the Official Secrets
Act.  George believed the statutory time limit to be around
thirty years before he could discuss limited aspects of his
career at the Tax Office.  TEAMWORK was the valuable
lesson he would take from that environment.

George said that he knew first-hand the disadvantage of
poverty.  Like most of his friends, he was a street kid
who could only aspire, to being a brewery worker or
tram driver.

The turning point was his love of football, which prompted
him to join a football team called the Fitzroy Stars. This
was an eclectic mix of friends from the neighbourhood,
Indigenous, Aussies, Yugoslav, Italian and Greek, all
brought together by their love of football, and the
opportunity to play for their community.

George was a die-hard Collingwood supporter and
followed the team’s progress passionately throughout his
life.

Later, but still in the 70’s George joined other ambitious
young men on the opal fields at Coober Pedy and became
beguiled by the beautiful coloured stone – opal.
BUILDING ON THE OPPORTUNITIES AT HAND have
been important lessons learned in this stark desert
environment.

George Pavlidis (Guitar George)

Above: George relaxes with friends at the Italian Club in 2015
L-R back: Close friend Greg Savage, Dimitris Souleidis (Yiganda), George Pavlidis, Lefteris Raikos

(Sherrif).  L-R front:  Dimitrious (James) Mougris, Angelo Karagiozis

Continued page 10
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Woomera Prohibited Area – Suspension of the
Standing Permission to access the Stuart Highway
and Tarcoola to Darwin Railway Line 21 October
to 21 November; closure of part of the Green Zone
21 October to 21 November; and Amber Zones 1
and 2 Exclusion Period reminder

This email contains important information that may affect
you.

Access to the Woomera Prohibited Area (WPA) in
South Australia is subject to exclusion periods during
which the Department of Defence may undertake war
materiel testing.

For safety and security reasons, designated zones within
the WPA will be closed and you may be required to
evacuate the area during the notified exclusion periods.
A map of the exclusion zones is at Attachment A.

Defence’s exclusion periods are also published at: WPA
website page and on the Federal Register of
Legislation.

Suspension of the Standing Permission to access
the Stuart Highway 21 October to 21 November

Access to travel on the Stuart Highway will be
suspended from time to time during the period
from 21 October to 21 November 2021 inclusive
during such times as access control points are
established and warning signs are in place.

Access to the highway will be reopened at the
earliest opportunity.

Suspension of the Standing Permission to travel
on the Tarcoola to Darwin Railway Line from 21
October to 21 November

The standing permission to travel on the Tarcoola to
Darwin Railway Line will be suspended from time to
time during the period from 21 October to 21
November 2021 inclusive. Defence will notify the
railway operator when suspensions are to occur.

The railway line is mapped at Attachment A.

Partial closure of Green Zone 21 October to 21
November

Part of the Green Zone is closed from 21 October to
21 November 2021 inclusive. Please refer to the map
at Attachment A that shows the bounded area of the
Green Zone affected by the closure.

For those persons with permission to enter and remain
in the WPA under Regulation 35 of the Defence Force
Regulations 1952, this permission has been suspended
during the dates of the Green Zone closure.

STUART HIGHWAY CLOSURE PERIOD
From 21 October to 21 November 2021 inclusive

The Amber Zone exclusion period closures previously
advised for the financial year 1 July 2021 to 30 June
2022 are in effect as follows:

a)       Amber Zone 1 remains closed from 20 September
to 21 November 2021 inclusive, 7 March to 10 April
2022 inclusive, and 23 May to 5 June 2022 inclusive.

b)      Amber Zone 2 remains closed form 4 October to
7 November 2021 inclusive, and 21 March to 10 April
2022 inclusive, which includes sections of the Anne
Beadell Highway.
Notifications and exclusion period variations

You are encouraged to regularly review the exclusion
period information published on the WPA website at:
WPA website page.

Further information or advice

For information on the exclusion period closures
please contact the Woomera Test Range:

Call 1300 WPA DEL (1300 972 335 option 1) to
check daily information about access restrictions.

Amber Zones 1 and 2 Exclusion Periods –
Reminder LETTERS to EDITOR

Send your Letters to the Editor to:
Editor@cooberpedytimes.com

Yes, you may use a ‘nickname” as long as we
have your correct details on file.

There are standards of course and some
editing may apply.

Not all letters are published.

DISCLAIMER: Opinions and letters published in
The Coober Pedy Regional Times are not

necessarily the views of the Editor, or Publisher.
The Coober Pedy Regional Times reserves the

right to edit or omit copy, in accordance with
newspaper policies. Letters to the Editor must be

attributed with a name, address and contact
phone number - names and town of origin will be

printed, or may be withheld at the Editor’s
discretion.
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Letter to Editor.

I attended the town meeting at the golf club back in
September. There were some positive things identified, in
particular the quick wins that could be achieved
immediately.

One of these was to replace the doggy-poo bags at the
entrance and around the town oval in the empty receptacles.
Altho not a new concept but rather a standard health
practice, it is nearly 4 weeks since that event and still no
replacement doggy-poo bags.

Instead, the oval has been mowed, spreading small pieces
of dung around the public area giving it a smell of freshly
cut grass and dog fertilizer.

Not much of a quick win for those frequenting our oval,
although an easy problem to fix one would think, with so
many new faces at the top level these days. When will
this ‘quick win’ happen?

Julie Knight, Resident.

ARE THERE TOO
MANY CHIEFS

AND NOT
ENOUGH INDIANS

AT COUNCIL?

LETTERS and COMMENTS

1. Should camping and recreational vehicle parking on
crown land be better regulated?

If so, what increased regulation should be introduced? If
not, why not?:

Yes, all available RV camping sites should have the same
regulations fees whether they be privately owned, council-
owned or on crown land

2. Should camping and recreational vehicle parking be
permitted on Council-owned or controlled land?

If so, why? If not, why not?:

Yes provided they are subject to the same regulations and
fees that apply to the privately-owned sites. this would
include council rates etc,

if the council rate does not apply to council land then they
should not apply to the privately-owned sites.

Privately owned sites are a significant disadvantage if they
are required to pay fees that the council-owned sites are
not.

3. Should the current regulation of camping and
recreational vehicle parking on privately-owned or
controlled land be changed?

If so, how and why? If not, why not?:

Yes provided they should be subject to the same
regulations and fees that apply to the council-owned or
crown land sites.

Privately owned sites are a significant disadvantage if they
are required to pay fees that the council owned or crown
land sites are not.

By loading privately owned sites with additional fees,
impacts their ability to provide employment and trade
profitably

Shayne Finnigan

REGULATION OF RV CAMPING

Please find below my submission for RV Parking:

The number 1 goal/ point is that the town HAS TO BE RV
friendly. We want everybody stopping to bring a dollar
into the town.

Number 2- RV Parking is an option like motels, like caravan
parks, like B&Bs.

Number 3- I have done a few studies of my own over a
few months, RV Campers will spend from $150 to $750
in just a few days: butcher, petrol, groceries, alcohol, tours,
opal, restaurants, Breakaways etc.

Number 4- While talking to RV Campers I’ve found that
they all talk on the highway and if they know that the
town is not RV friendly, most people will pass through
without even stopping. Also, while talking to them, I’ve
found that they do pick and choose towns to stop, recharge
batteries, wash clothes. We need to show that we can
accommodate for them.

Last of all, businesses and Council, need to work together
and support each other.

Thank you for your interest.
Nicko Farantouris

SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL RE:
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE CAMPERS

Turn to page 9
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The Dodge City Roundup
A work of  pure Satire by Min Geatter

Local Satire

G’day Ducks,

https://kidshelpline.com.au/

What a couple of weeks.  Paddy and his two lawyer
mates are working us like a couple of cattle dogs on a
sheep station, clearing the decks before November next
year when the Coober Pedy Council blueprint swings into
action state wide.

Council elections without an election he reckons when
blokes like Paddy who have international experience and
flair are brought in to run all councils, because the locals
have no idea what to do.

No bureaucrats and wannabe pollies who are totally over
rated and over paid who think they know best, but good
old down to earth hands-on battlers who have succeeded
in private enterprise.

Do you know we had a webinar-zoom meeting the other
night?  Stella and Della and me were amazed but Paddy’s
lawyer mates reckon they’ve been around councils for
years and we need to get out a bit more and see what the
other half are doing.  So, I finally got to see Paddy and
his two lawyer mates. Surprised? You betcha.

Paddy is absolutely nothing like I expected. For an
Irishman he’s unusually tall, aged in his late fifties, ruggedly
good looking with a shaved head with a bit of ink on his
forearms. He’s definitely a no-nonsense bloke.  And his
two lawyer mates Bryce and Rhyce? No surprises there.
Smooth as a couple of gravy sandwiches who could talk
the leg off a table.

What did we talk about? Everything, Ducks, and I mean
everything. It was mind boggling what they’re going to
do at good old Coobers. The three of them are a dead set
pair of goers.

Firstly, they got us to do a poll for some feedback so we
got out the local phone book and started ringing randomly
amongst all and sundry in town and the suburbs of the 8-
mile and the William Creek Road gated community.

Not all the responses we got were positive. In fact, some
were downright indecent, but overall, of the 300 phone
interviews 83% responded, 13% didn’t pick up, 4% were
engaged, 2% had religious objections and the remaining
6% couldn’t be bothered because they were cooking tea.

Some of the questions were outrageously political and
demanded a straight ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer and surprisingly
most responded with ‘no comment’ or ‘I can’t be stuffed’,
but undeterred, lawyer Bryce had alternative answers to
satisfy the poll.  They could answer with either a ‘definite
maybe’ or ‘off the record’ or ‘don’t quote me’ but
whatever their choice Paddy got an answer unlike a normal
post  poll that normally ended up in a bin.

It may be hard to believe but too many of us are dying out here. You can count on one hand the things that will 
kill you on the roads: not wearing a seatbelt, driving after drinking or drugs, driving tired, not keeping your eyes 
on the road and speeding. It’s not enough to know the roads like the back of your hand. Stop dying out here.

2 in 3 deaths 
on country roads
are country people.
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Anyway, let’s get back to one of the more important things
raised by locals in the poll like the Animal Management
Plan that has been three years in the making by council.
‘Blacksmith’ the rogue dog that frequents the northern
suburbs of the CBD is becoming a real headache for Big
Roger, the council dog catcher.  Apparently, his appetite
for strays is insatiable.

Local butchers, Thomas and Paul, reported that
‘Blacksmith’ always chose steak over the cheaper cuts
when he frequented their back door looking for a free
feed, and Paul added that ‘Blacksmith’ has got a bigger
round than a milky and his reputation precedes him.

Built like a stud bull with a mix of English mastiff,
Argentinian dogo, Rhodesian ridgeback, Romanian pug
and Chinese chihuahua, he is the ultimate camp dog that
remains unregistered and consequently drains the council
finances, and therefore assists in keeping the council broke.

 Big Roger has got his work cut out to catch ‘Blacksmith’,
impound him and have his future determined by the
council, the oversight committee, audit committee, the
tourist committee and the Animal Management steering
committee.

Word has it that there is a deadline on malefactors like
‘Blacksmith’ and issues such as his will go on the council
agenda and be dealt with possibly in 2023.

Paddy responded by saying ‘Blacksmith’s days are
numbered and he would personally work night shifts with
Big Roger to bring him to heel, and make him the town
mascot as an authentic, culturally enriched, diverse
example of the town’s multicultural identity, in canine
form.  He added that a breeding plan like a ‘Coober Pedy
Camp Dog Special’ had potential for an international market
and could attract a council grant to employ at least a dozen
locals, or backpackers.

More next time Ducks, because Paddy’s really gearing
up for the mayor’s job and I’ve got so much to talk about
how he intends to get more people to his council meetings.

Got to go darls, because its Centrelink time and I’m out
of fags. Plus, cellarbrations have a special on this full-
strength beer from China made under licence in New
Zealand and comes in a ring pull stubby.  Only $19.99 a
slab apparently.

Living the dream.

Min Geatter

Some of the responses were not suitable to repeat or print,
but the general consensus from the locals was that
everybody is sick and tired of waiting for things to
improve.

Now, the boss doesn’t know what to do with the water.
He’s been here three years and still waiting for a report
from the suits in Adelaide who won’t tell him what’s going
on other than he’s got to find $30 million.  So, he got on
TV and had a sook and bleated about the legacies he was
left with.

Paddy reckons he’s playing the victim just like the Minister
who appointed him and both are ducking and weaving to
hold onto their pay packets. Everybody is worried about
the water. The cost, the colour, the leaks and the amount
of time they have to wait for repairs and stuff.

Well, they’re getting a bit tired of all the excuses and the
increase in water tariffs to cover the loss and want to
know how long they are going to pay three times the
price of water in Adelaide.

Every man and his dog have known about the crap water
here since the debacle five years ago, but the administrator
calls it an inherited legacy, just like the debt. Like he didn’t
know what he was getting into when he took on the job
here? Now he’s trying to flog it off to private enterprise at
full tote odds.

Stella who wants to remain anonymous was having drinks
with this good-looking bloke at the pub months ago, and
he pointed out three blokes at a table having big steaks
and a bigger bottle of red. They were suits from Adelaide
apparently and they were in town having a sniff around
the water works but they didn’t want to deal with the
Administrator and his chief of staff because they reckon
neither had any idea of what was going on. Anyway, they
were doing a bit of snooping and speaking with a few of
the locals who really know what’s going on just to make
sure of things.

Apparently the $30 million is nothing like it. The whole
thing is a joke. Building a price to keep private enterprise
out so the government looks good when they come to
rescue the town. Then they’ll flog it off to their mates
who’ll make an absolute fortune under the cover of
government approval. Not unlike the power deal you know.

Anyway, enough of the conspiracy theories but Paddy,
Bryce and Rhyce reckons it’s got legs. When Paddy is
mayor next November, he reckons they’ll still be talking
about it so he’ll just throw it out there to the highest bidder
with a few conditions.  Problem fixed he reckons.
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Slidey: Knock knock
Slippo: Come in mate
Slidey: Do i have to wear a mask in here?
Slippo: No mate I'm double faxed.
Slippo: I tell you what slidey, theses masks are
getting to me
Slidey: I know Slippo, but thats the law
Slippo:  Mate the last time I wore a mask was when
I was dating that bird from Alice
Slidey: I wouldn’t call you real ugly mate
Slippo:  No no.  She was kinky.
Slidey: What, you had to wear a mask in the sack?
Slippo: Yeah before I could put my winch over the
shaft. Weird bird
Slidey: It’s called role playing slippo
Slippo: Mate a bit odd role playing around, do you
believe that quite a few business owners in town are
anti vaxxers,
Slidey: I would inject them all with covid see if they
believe in it then
Slippo:  Mate you can make a conspiracy theory up
about anything you just need a computer. That sit on
my face is the wildest
Slidey: It’s called Face Book
Slippo: That reminds me. I heard one at the
supermarket the other day eaves dropping between
the baked beans and toilet paper aisles.
Apparently one of the nurses was telling a man in
orange overalls that the supreme leader had
swapped all the viles with his own formula.
Slidey: Really?
Slippo: Yep she reckons his viles have his own DNA
in them and instructed the jabbers to remain silent
Slidey: What? Never!
Slippo: Yep, his plan for getting everyone to agree
with him by making everyone into his clones.
Slidey: That’s wild Slippo
Slippo: Mate, she said the reason people dont want
the  Astra Zenica is because it has an occult meaning
Slidey: Fascinating, I thought it was about clotting.
Slippo: No mate.  You see  - AZ
Slidey: So?
Slippo: The begining and end of life, like the
alphabet pushing zeds mate. Finitto. That’s why they
named it that.
[Both break out in fits of laughter]
Slidey you can be medically exempt though, can’t
you?
Slippo:  Mate you can get a nutters certificate for
everything these days masks, not attending court,
vaxxing, keeping cats.
Slidey: Surely the shrinks are not fooled by hoaxers?
Slippo: Mate just act a bit weird and wham bam you
are exempt from everything.
Slidey: Except council rates.
Slippo: Oh yeah mate they are wage fodder
Slidey:  Acting weird is natural for you Slippo.  All
those years of gelii fumes, not to mention the cookies.
Slippo:  No mate, I’m right as rain but still having
nightmares over the chemist chick thou.
Slidey: What did she reject you after injecting you?
Slippo: Nah, not my type mate. I like the exotic ones
Slidey:  They say opposites attract.
Slippo: I’m really looking forward to me third jab. I
love it
Slidey: Turning into a junky Slippo?
Slippo: I am a junky, look at all the junk in my yard.
Its a local tradition. Dont get rid of anything it’s here
for life.
Slidey: Now that is an omen mate. Does that mean
we are stuck with the pencil sharpeners for life?
Slippo:  No mate I’ll save the town.  My new slogan
Masks, Jabs and Keeping Tabs. Your’e Safe with
Slippo
Mate, see you at the claim!

On the LOn the LOn the LOn the LOn the Levelevelevelevelevel
with Slippo & Slidey

At a dugout, in an outback
mining town in Oz -

payer obliged to provide ablutions and power safety so must
everyone. Whether the service is free or not should not
compromise safety or health or planning of the amenity.
If not, why not? NA

3. Should the current regulation of camping and
recreational vehicle parking on privately-owned or
controlled land be changed?

If so, how and why?
Must be changed to reflect above- one set of rulesrules
and regulations should not be determined by whether the
site is free or not.

Free camping is available along the 3500kms of the Stuart
Highway- must not be allowed in the township of Coober
Pedy. DCCP must take responsibility of all vacant land
(including crown land) and ensure that all meets the rules.

Robert Coro Ratepayer since 1987. Resident since 1963

1. Should camping and recreational vehicle parking
on crown land be better regulated?

Yes- all regulations and rules should be consistent for paid
and unpaid camping. If council accepts rates from any owner
for this service, anyone who provides this service must
follow same rules

If so, what increased regulation should be introduced?
As above
If not, why not? NA

2. Should camping and recreational vehicle parking
be permitted on Council-owned or controlled land?

Yes - provided above criteria met- one set of rules for
everyone. If council receives rates (payment) for any land
that provides the service of parking of RV same rules must
apply- both in provision of planning and building regulations-
for the provision of planning amenity and health-ie: if rate

SUBMISSION to DCCP on COMMUNITY VIEWS
RV CAMPING
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GEORGE PAVLIDIS (Guitar George)

In  Loving  Memory  of
GEORGE JOHN PAVLIDIS

[Guitar George]
8-11-1954 – 6-10-2021

Only son of
John and Fotini Pavlidis

In life George was a very private person.  He was a
kind person and many of his friends will remember

him for his preparedness to help them out even
when his health was poor.

George expressed a high level of integrity and
moral courage in all of his activities and dealings
with others.  He was highly respected for those

strong qualities.

Those who knew him will agree that he could
converse on pretty much any subject.  He could
acurately recall details of current affairs world

wide, and then apply the principles to our
microcosm here in Coober Pedy.

In retrospect it seems as though he suffered from
the debiliating condition of diabetes, for many

years before it was diagnosed.

Sadly, men are often the last to recognise that they
need to visit the doctor.

George will be sorely missed by those who who
were close to him and those who loved him.

REST IN PEACE
dear friend

Do Not Stand At My Grave
And Weep

By Mary Elizabeth Frye

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there; I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,

I am the sun on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,

I am not there; I did not die.

EULOGY

Con Kyros
God bless great memories from the best years in

Coober Pedy RIP , my deepest sympathy to all
respected Friends and Families

Barry Kenneth Lewis
Such sad news, great musician and friend. Always

open with kindness, help and advice.
Coober Pedy 2015 at the 100 year celebration would

never have been as good as it was without his
contribution. RIP.

Amanda Zelenko
Our deepest condolences to all family and friends ,

he surely will be missed R.I.P dear friend

Bill Vatsilas
Some people come into our lives and leave

footprints on our hearts which in some way shape
us into who we are today.

We shared some great times. We laughed and we
cried together; George both in Coober Pedy and in

Melbourne.
It’s not the length of life but the depth which

defines us.
We’re born, we all die, but not all of us live, you

lived it large and on your terms.

Thanks for the memories and the insights.
Now it’s time to Rest In Peace big brother

George Naumovic

Margaret Mackay
George Pavlidis added value to the Coober Pedy
community through his insight into governance

having once operated at a much higher level than
occurs in Local Govt.

BELOW is George's analysis of a buried
Maladministration finding that we came across some

years after the event.

Sadly another good soldier has left the field.

‘BURIED’ MALADMINISTRATION REPORT SURFACES
AT COOBER PEDY COUNCIL AFTER 3 YEARS!

Letter to Editor RE: INVESTIGATION IN RESPONSE
TO A REFERRAL FROM [ICAC] COMMISSIONER

PURSUANT TO SECTION 24(2) (b) OF THE
INDEPENDENT COMMISSIONER AGAINST

CORRUPTION ACT 2012 (ICAC ACT)…. 2015/000390.

Dear Editor, As I settled in to read the Kelledy Jones
Report, (re: above) I thought, ‘this has the making of a
courtroom drama played out in our Local Council
Chambers’!

The cast of characters could consist of

* a Councillor/ Developer,
* a Councillor/ Potential Contractor,
* a $93,726 proposed costing,
* a 176 metre stretch of dirt road,
* qualified legal and engineering advice sought and
tabled,
* Councillors who apologise and leave Chambers
because of a conflict of interest, and
* a supporting cast of Acting Chief Executive
Officers, with somewhat dubious experience.

After finishing the report I realised this was not possible
as a film or television courtroom drama, but instead maybe
a Mack Sennett short comedy bordering on farce.

There are not many criteria that result in a finding that
“Council did commit Maladministration in public
administration” as stated in this report.

KJL’s assessment was that no malice or specific intent
was involved.
Section 5(b) of the ICAC Act provides that
“maladministration” in public administration includes
conduct resulting from impropriety, incompetence or
negligence.

Section 5(c) of the ICAC Act provides that
maladministration “is to be assessed having regard to
relevant statutory provisions and administrative instructions
and directions”.

The fact that this REPORT has now surfaced about events
that occurred at meetings held in Chambers in 2015 is
telling.

Council may like to borrow the mantra of “Keeping the
Community Informed” but in these circumstances and
considering there have been over 40 Section 90 meetings
in the past 12 months, it rings hollow.

The maladministration finding applies to Council as a
whole, and does not apportion individual blame.

The late public revelation of the existence of this document
in 2018 in the matter of the unnamed road which would
seem a “bread and butter” issue for Council to resolve,
tests the capacity and trust in Council to act in the
Community’s best interest. Yet again Council fails.

Non public confirmation of the reports recommendations
being adopted by Council since 2015 could mean that
every decision made by Council since then, has the
potential of being investigated for risk of further
maladministration.

This statement, given as evidence, to KJL ( Kelledy Jones
Lawyers ) by former Acting CEO sums up the
contribution of those involved.

“But at that point, you know, I am only the Acting and
I’m not an expert in being a CEO by any stretch.”

George Pavlidis, COOBER PEDY

From page 5

    We were always friends and made some good
music together, but got close in the last couple of

years concerning issues that were affecting our
town which George was very passionate about.

    I will dearly miss visiting George and our
conversations and debates that we had over

multiple cups of tea.

    He will always be my friend. Good luck on your
journey George. I respect you and always will and I

will see you soon.
    Your friend George Naumovic

Ode to a Grecian Urn - John Keats

“O Attic shape! Fair attitude! with brede
Of marble men and maidens overwrought,

With forest branches and trodden weed;
Thou, silent form, dost tease us out of thought

As doth eternity: Cold Pastoral!
When old age shall this generation waste,
Thou shalt remain, inmost of other woe

Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou say’s,
“Beauty is truth, truth beauty, — that is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know."

George Kountouris
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OPINION

Few would dispute that Australians are over
governed through the extreme horde of Federal,
State and Local government statutes, but what are
the origins of these governance structures ?

It is excepted by most, that the highest organ of statutory
authority in Australia is what is commonly referred to
as the Commonwealth Constitution, and although this
document is “current and live” legislation of the UK
Parliament, it is identified rightly or wrongly as the
Australian Constitution.

This Constitution determines from a legal perspective,
what can and can’t be done in Australia. It’s here we
find the mandate for the governance of its peoples at
both a Federal and State level, yet there exists no
mandate for, nor even a mention of, Local Government.
This has caused some angst over the years to the point
where politicians and office bearers have attempted to
alter the Australian Constitution so that it recognises local
government. To this end there have been two
referendums on the issue (May 1974 and September
1988) and both have failed.
https://www.aec.gov.au/Elections/referendums/
Referendum_Dates_and_Results.htm

Currently, Local government in South Australia claim
comfort from the Local Government Act 1999 which is
purported to be the statutory authority in support of Local
Government function. This is a document of curious
authority due to the absence of the necessary procedure
that makes a Bill a lawful instrument. For any Act of
Parliament to become legislation binding on “the people”
certain steps must be followed. If any one of the
necessary steps is not complied with, the “Act” is void.

In relation to such Bills, the South Australian Government
Legislation website states:
1. “After being passed by the House in which it
originated,
2. a Bill is then sent to the other House for its
consideration. Difficulties may arise if the Houses
disagree. Negotiations often occur and a Bill may
be referred to a conference of managers appointed
by the Houses. If no
compromise can be reached, a Bill will lapse.
3. Once both Houses agree to a Bill it is sent to
the Governor for formal assent and becomes law.
The process is known as "royal assent" because
assent is given by the Governor on behalf of the
Queen.”
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/Web/Information/
Understanding%20legislation/
UnderstandingLegislation.aspx

As can be seen, a crucial step in the process of creating
a lawful Act of Parliament is the vital role played by the
Governor, who is the Queen’s representative and is
appointed by the Queen (or King) of the United
Kingdom. Clearly it is the Governor who gives Royal
Assent to legislation on behalf of the Queen, however
in the absence of a lawfully appointed Governor, the
legislative process fails.

Local Government Authority
- a curious existence

South Australia has record of 35 Governors since our
first Governor in 1836. These Governors are appointed
by the reigning Monarch via a document called a
Commission.

By way of example, below is the Commission appointing
Lieutenant General Sir Donald Beaumont Dunstan AC
KBE CB to the position of Governor of South Australia
in April 1982. This is an A4 size, 3 page, ribbon bound
document. Note the autofont signature of the Queen at
the top of the front page, along with the red wax seal of
the United Kingdom. The date of the Commission
appointment can be seen on the third page along with
the signature of the Warrant Holder (“Carrington”). This
I suggest is a lawful appointment of a Governor of South
Australia.

In contrast, attached is the two page (folded A3 size)
Commission appointing The Honourable Sir Eric James
Neal AC CVO to the office of Governor of South
Australia. This Commission was obtained from
Government House, North Terrace Adelaide. Sir Eric
Neale held office from 22nd July 1996 to 3rd November
2001, (the period when the Local Government Act 1999
was presented for Royal Assent) however this
Commission has not been signed by the Warrant Holder
under the UK Parliament (who at that time was most
probably Mr. Oulton), the Commission is not sealed with
the red wax seal of the United Kingdom, and it exhibits
no date whatsoever. It does however have the autofont
signature of the Queen on the front page, even though
enquiries made at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
in the United Kingdom confirm they hold no record of
this Commission. Additional searches at the National
Archives and other UK repositories have also failed to
provide any record of this Commission.

The logical extension of this argument is that any “Act”
purported to have received Royal Assent by a Governor
who was never Commissioned, is void ab initio and that
would include the Local Government Act of 1999. If
this scenario is in fact the correct legal status, although
a worrisome one, some might say it's a good thing. Others
would claim it’s bad.

Maybe we Australians would prefer an authentic local
government to a more distant State government or an
even more extremely remote Federal Government.
These are clearly self determination issues, and ones
that should be discussed in a candid, compassionate and
intelligent manner, but for now I suggest our over-
governed society is a long way from reform.

Graham Daniels
graham@danel.ch

Coober Pedy Mine
Rescue/SES

Actvities
Last week volunteers practiced some rescue

operations skills.
The skills used today would assist with rescuing

persons from difficult locations such as down
embankments.

Also two members completed their level one
training and can now respond to emergencies.

Congratulations Adam and Daisy.

Volunteers practicing rescue skills

The Mine Rescue shed is a busy location for
voluteers on weekends

Two more members have completed their level one
training at Mine Rescue/SES
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
PUBLIC NOTICE

ISOLATED CHILDREN
PARENT’S

ASSOCIATION
ICPA (Aust) is pleased to announce

that plans are underway for the
postponed 50th annual Federal
Conference to be conducted in
Longreach on 3 & 4 November,

2021
with the ability to also include those

who are unable to travel to
Queensland via an online, hybrid
platform.  Alana Moller, Federal

President ICPA Australia Ph: 0428
264 348

Nikki Macqueen, Federal Publicity
Officer ICPA Australia

Ph: 0417 793 705
Email:

FedPublicityOfficer@icpa.com.au
Website: www.icpa.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUNGALA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

(ICN2102)

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

All members of Bungala Aboriginal Corporation (ICN2102) are advised
that the Annual General Meeting of members of Bungala will take place
as follows:

Time: 11:00am (Registrations will open at 10:30am)

Date: Thursday 18th November 2021

Place: Bungala Training Centre, 3 Young Street Port Augusta SA 5700

AGENDA

Business to be conducted at this meeting will be as follows:

1. Attendances, welcome and apologies

2. Minutes of last AGM (25th March 2021)

3. Consideration of proxies (if any)

4. To receive reports from the Board of Directors and CEO

5. Presentation of audited financial statements for the year ending
30th June 2021

6. Appointment of the Auditor

7. Appointment of Directors

8. Checking the register of members

9. General Business

Members not attending the meeting are encouraged to appoint a proxy
to vote on their behalf and forms can be obtained by contacting Renee
Cooper on telephone 86435500 or email at bungala@bungala.com.au.

Nominations are also open to all current members for one vacant
Director position on the BAC Board and application forms are available
from Renee Cooper. Please return nominations to Renee by close of
business Friday 12th November 2021

The meeting will be followed by a light luncheon

Larl Zada, Secretary

W7321

Far North Health Services 
Health Advisory Council

Annual General Meeting
Join your HAC members, hear about what is 
happening with local health services

Think about joining your HAC and having 
your say about health and wellbeing

When: Wednesday 10 November 2021 at 
7.00pm 

Where: Coober Pedy Community Health 
Board Room. 

Enquiries to (08) 8672 5009.

All welcome.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (BUNGALA)

Send your Letters to the Editor, and
comment to:

Editor@cooberpedytimes.com
You may use a ‘nickname” as long as
we have your correct details on file.
There are standards of course and

some editing may apply.
Not all letters are published.

DISCLAIMER: Opinions and letters
published in The Coober Pedy

Regional Times are not necessarily the
views of the Editor, or Publisher.  The

Coober Pedy Regional Times reserves
the right to edit or omit copy, in

accordance with newspaper policies.
Letters to the Editor must be attributed

with a name, address and contact
phone number - names and town of

origin will be printed, or may be
withheld at the Editor’s discretion.

LETTERS TO ED
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COMMUNITY
QUESTIONS TO DCCP
ON $3.55m ERROR  in

BUDGETED FIGURES
REMAIN

UNANSWERED
Surplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit andSurplus VS Deficit and

Anomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS ErrorAnomaly VS Error

6 only questions on the faulty financial statement
prepared and published on 5th July 2020 on council’s
website that remained in the public domain for between
5-7 days.

We invited the council to respond more specifically,
but avoid unnecessary technicality and excessive detail
as to how the anomaly/error occurred.

Council MUST have expected that an error of around
$3.55 MILLION DOLLAR magnitude would at the very
least attract scrutiny and arguments for maladministration/
incompetence.

Q • What was the cost of preparing these
financials in terms of time and labour?
Not answered

Q • Please identify the amounts and explain the
surplus in one part of the ledger, turning into a loss
on another part of the ledger?
Not Answered

At the 28-7-2020 Council Meeting Mr. Alan Rushbrook
spoke of correcting some errors during his talk on
borrowings. It was not clear if he was talking about errors
in his latest projections, or the errors in the faulty budgeted
figures published on the 5th July.

Unless explanations are clear then we will have to consider
that our questions are not answered.

Q •  Could the “anomaly” as Mr. Miller CEO called
it, be explained or clarified in plain English for the
community to understand, avoiding unnecessary
technicality and excessive detail?
Not answered

Q • Did the council officers compiling the
budgeted figures not wonder where over a million
dollars of surplus money had actually come from,
given that council operates at the brink of bankruptcy
and on the limit of borrowings at all times?
Not answered

Q • What financial risk management policies or
audit policies are in place?
Not answered

Q • What measures have been put in place since,
to prevent this happening again?
Not Answered

We have since received (after a previous publication 7-8-
20) a compilation of questions and answers constructed
by council that do not adequately address the 6 simple
questions posed by the community (above).

We therefore decline to complicate the issue by publishing
or accepting council’s replacement questions.  It is not
for councils to decide how they will be scrutinized.

Editor

DCCP Unanswered Questions

HomeStart First Home
Grant

Build your first home from $3,000. Instead of buying a
block of land and then  finding  a builder to  build your
home,  a  house  and  land  package bundles it all together.
This means you can choose one of many standard or
customised home designs at the same time you purchase
the land.

House and Land Packages can be a good way to reduce
upfront costs because:

• you only pay stamp duty on the land value and not the
house
• HomeStart can lend up to 97% of the value of the
house and land package to those who are eligible.
• first home buyers could also be eligible for a $15,000
First Homeowner Grant to put towards your
deposit, fees and charges
• pay no loan repayments for 9 months or until your
home is built, whichever comes first
• our participating builders will commit to a fixed price
and construction period
• HomeStart doesn't charge a Lender's Mortgage
Insurance (LMI) and the Loan Provision Charge (LPC)
is significantly less than LMI for most borrowers

For further information visit:
https://www.homestart.com.au/

“The ACIC continues to monitor emerging markets in
addition to the highest risk drug markets. In this report
we also feature GHB, GBL and 1,4-BD markets which
are dynamic and show significant potential for
expansion.

“Based on bespoke data included in this report, there
was a record number and weight of these drugs seized
this reporting period, and a record number of GHB/GBL
clandestine laboratories detected in 2019–20,” Mr Phelan
said.

“Along with our domestic and international law
enforcement partners, we will continue to reduce the
availability of illicit drugs in our country by dismantling
importation and production capabilities and disrupting
distribution networks.

“This is so we can have a community that is less burdened
by the impact of illicit drugs, including crime, illness, injury
and death.

“I am proud of the depth and breadth of work in which
modern law enforcement is engaged, however law
enforcement is only one aspect of the effort needed to
minimise the harm caused by illicit drugs in Australia.

“We need to employ a holistic approach that focuses on
supply, demand and harm reduction, with law
enforcement and health agencies working together,” Mr
Phelan said.

This report contains data and analysis provided by
federal, state and territory police, as well as forensic
laboratories and the Department of Home Affairs. These
agencies provide significant contributions to each report
and their expertise and experience, along with their
continued support, have been invaluable to the ACIC.

The Illicit Drug Data Report 2019–20 is available at
www.acic.gov.au

 The following services provide people with access to
support and information.

    For free and confidential advice about alcohol and
other drug treatment services call the National Alcohol
and Other Drug Hotline on 1800 250 015.

    Access free 24/7 drug and alcohol counselling online.
    For information about drug and alcohol addiction
treatment or support, go to the Turning Point website.

STATISTICS: A record 38.5 tonnes of illicit
drugs seized in Australia in 2019-20

20 Oct 2021 the Australian Criminal Intelligence
Commission (ACIC) released the 18th edition of
the Illicit Drug Data Report, which continues to
provide an authoritative picture of illicit drugs in

Australia.

Illicit drug data collected and presented in the report
includes arrest, detection, seizure, purity, profiling and
price data.

ACIC Chief Executive Officer, Mr Michael Phelan
APM said that the weight of all illicit drugs seized
nationally increased by 45 per cent to a staggering 38.5
tonnes in 2019–20, primarily due to the significant
increase in the weight of ATS seizures. This is a 314
per cent increase of weight of all illicit drugs seized
nationally over the last decade, from 9.3 tonnes in 2010–
11.

“The illicit drug data shows some significant increases
on previous years, which is of considerable concern,”
Mr Phelan said.

The estimated street value of the weight of
amphetamines, MDMA, cannabis, cocaine and heroin
seized nationally in 2019–20 is around $9.7 billion, of
which amphetamines accounts for nearly 90 per cent.

“Our job at the ACIC is to identify the most serious
risks that pose the greatest harm and provide law
enforcement and other agencies with the information
they need to most effectively remove drugs and high-
risk offenders from the community,” Mr Phelan said.

Despite the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on drug
markets in the last few months of 2019–20, many new
records were set this reporting period. These include:

•     5.2 tonnes of ATS (excluding MDMA)
detected at the Australian border
•     12.8 tonnes of ATS seized nationally
•     10.6 tonnes of cannabis seized nationally
•     121,274 national illicit drug seizures
•     39,204 national ATS seizures
•     62,454 national cannabis seizures
•     2,230 national heroin seizures
•     5,750 national cocaine seizures
•     166,321 national illicit drug arrests
•     49,638 national ATS arrests
•     5,393 national cocaine arrests.

“The Australian illicit drug market remains highly
lucrative, with growing demand for a wide variety of
substances.

“The trade in illicit drugs continues to be the principal
source of profit for serious and organised crime in our
country, with criminals at the centre motivated by power
and greed.

“Despite the harm it causes to families and the broader
community, Australians continue to line the pockets of
organised crime groups who are deliberately targeting
our country,” Mr Phelan said.

While the emergence of COVID-19 and the resulting
restrictions, both domestically and internationally, may
have impacted drug market trends, for this reporting
period:

•     the ATS market remains large and shows some
signs of potential expansion
•     the cannabis market remains large and is potentially
expanding
•     the heroin market remains small but appears to be
expanding
•     the cocaine market continued to expand.

The market for other drugs remains small compared to
the above markets, however there are signs that the
market for hallucinogens continues to expand, with the
market for GHB/GBL and 1-4 butanediol (1,4-BD) also
expanding.

GENERAL NEWS
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Office for Ageing Well provides a range of Ageing Well
Community Grants to organisations working with older
people for initiatives that reflect the South Australian
Government’s commitment to supporting South
Australians to age well.

Non-government, non-profit incorporated organisations
can apply for Grants for Seniors and Positive Ageing
Fellowship Grants and local governments can apply for
Age Friendly SA Grants.

Office for Ageing Well provided funding of $550,000 to
36 projects in the 2020-21 Ageing Well grant round.

Applications for Ageing Well Community Grants
2021-2022 will open on Friday 29 October and
close on Friday 10 December 2021.

Projects are to commence in May/June next year.
Available grants

•     Grants for Seniors
•     Positive Ageing Fellowship Grants
•     Age Friendly SA Grants

Contact:  If you require further information, contact Office
for Ageing Well:

Email: ageingcommunitygrants@sa.gov.au
Telephone: (08) 8204 2420
Postal address: PO Box 196 Rundle Mall Adelaide SA
5000

IN PLANNING AHEAD:  Community groups wanting funding -
may find something here to suit their members requirements

GRANTS - FUNDING

Office for Ageing Well
Community Grants

Tourism Industry
Development Fund

The Tourism Industry Development Fund is designed to
support and stimulate private sector investment in new
and  improved  regional  accommodation,  and  the
development  of  quality  tourism  product  and
experiences.

It aims to assist in the COVID recovery of regional
tourism by encouraging regional operators to improve
and diversify so they can attract more visitors and get a
higher return on their offering.

Applicants can seek grants from $20,000 to
$500,000 (excluding GST) with a maximum of 30 per
cent State Government grant of the total project value.

The Tourism Industry Development Fund aims to:
• improve tourism infrastructure and experiences
that appeal to target markets
• grow economic benefit via increased visitor
expenditure
• create new jobs and develop skills
• encourage further development by the private
sector in infrastructure and visitor facilities
• encourage businesses to work collaboratively

Applications close 31 March 2022 at 5:00pm or
until all funds have been allocated.

For further information visit: https://tourism.sa.gov.au/
support/tourism-industry-development-fund

Saluting Their
Service

Commemorative Grants Program
The program is designed to preserve Australia’s wartime
heritage; involve people around the country in a wide
range of projects and activities that highlight the service
and sacrifice of Australia’s service personnel in wars,
conflicts and peace operations; and promote appreciation
and understanding of the experiences of service and
the roles that those who served have played in shaping
the nation.

There are 2 categories of grants available under
the program:
1. Community Grants: maximum of $10,000 are
available for local, community-based projects and
activities.
2. Major Grants: between $10,001 and $150,000
are available for major commemorative projects
and
activities that are significant from a national, state,
territory and/or regional perspective.

Applications close on Tuesday, 8 February 2022
at 11:00pm

For further information visit: https://
www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/saluting-service

Boosting
Apprenticeships

The  Boosting  Apprenticeship  Commencements  wage
subsidy  supports  businesses  and  group  training
organisations to take on new apprentices and trainees,
to build a pipeline of skilled workers to support sustained
economic recovery.

Through the subsidy, any business or group training
organisation that engages an Australian Apprentice
between 5 October 2020 and 31 March 2022 may be
eligible for a subsidy of 50 per cent of wages paid to a
new or recommencing apprentice or trainee for a 12-
month period from the date of commencement to a
maximum of $7,000 per quarter.

There is no cap on the number of eligible trainees/
apprentices.

For further information visit: https://www.dese.gov.au/
boosting-apprenticeship-commencements

Strengthening Rural Communities –
Round 11

The Strengthening Rural Communities (SRC) program aims to give the thousands of small rural, regional and
remote communities across Australia an opportunity to access funding to support broad community needs.

There is up to $10,000 available through the Small & Vital Stream and grants up to $25,000 are available
through the Bushfire Recovery Stream.

Projects funded must align with one or more of the
following charitable outcomes:

 - bringing people and community organisations together to foster stronger, more resilient communities;
- fostering and celebrating a sense of identity, diversity and cultural connection within the community;
- improving community health and social wellbeing;
- enable people to develop skills, knowledge and confidence to lead and contribute to their community;
- building a sustainable volunteer base and/or supporting the wellbeing of volunteers;
- celebrating and resourcing volunteer-led efforts;
- increasing access and inclusion for vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, including remote
communities;
- enhancing places where communities gather;
- promoting connection to place and enabling initiatives that champion a community’s social, cultural or
economic aspirations;
- increasing  capacity  and  capability  of  local  community  organisations  to  support  recovery  from
natural disasters;
- enabling locally led responses within rural, regional and remote communities endeavouring to reduce the
impacts of the changing climate within their community.

Applications close 23 November 2021 at 5:00pm

For further information visit: https://frrr.org.au/funding/place/strengthening-rural-communities/
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SUNDAYS
GOLF 1pm Teeoff
.

What’s On in Coober Pedy

CATACOMB Church Service
and Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday. Bus pickup available.
Ph 8672 5038

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

Ring John DiDonna on
0427649389 to book a time

COOBER PEDY RSL

CFS TRAINING  CFS TRAINING:
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each
month
Please contact regional office on
08 8642 2399 or
Email: CFSRegion4@sa.gov.au for
more information.

SATURDAYS

Open Sunday afternoon from
4.00pm, Happy hour and
members draw between 5.00pm
and 6.00pm

FRIDAYS
Greek Charcoal BBQ every
Friday at the Greek Hall.
TBA

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS
CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates

MINE RESCUE/SES Training is
second Saturday of the month at 9am

The unit manager is Anthony
Daelman

Duty officer number is 0427 752 446

CP SHOOTERS CLUB
See page 16 for latest
updates,

or Ring John DiDonna
on 0427649389

CROATION CLUB TBA
Happy Hour
Saturdays 6-7pm

Mine Rescue/SES training
Training is the first and third
Wednesday of the month @ 730pm
and the second Saturday of the
month at 9am

The unit manager is Anthony
Daelman

Duty officer number is 0427 752 446

WEDNESDAY

SDrive-In Movies in 2021
Gates open at 7:30pm Movie starts 8:00pm

Please come along and support us
$20 per car;  $10 per adult;  $5 per child

C.P. Police Station
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5056
Assistance 131 444
Emergency 000
Crime Stoppers 1800 555 677

Coober Pedy Hospital
Lot 89 Hospital Rd
Open 24 hours · (08) 8672 5009

Coober Pedy Medical Practice
Lot 89 McDougal Road
(08) 8678 9224

Coober Pedy Area School
17/18 Paxton Rd. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5077

Umoona Tjutagku Health Service
Lot 8 Umoona Rd
(08) 8672 5255

Housing SA
Lot 2501 Hutchison St
131 299

Centrelink
LOT 715 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
13 24 68

District Council of Coober Pedy
LOT 773 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 4600

Coober Pedy Tourist Information Cen.
LOT 773 Hutchison St
(08) 8672 4600

Umoona Community Council Inc
Umoona Rd
(08) 8672 5246

Djitji Tjapu Tjuta Community Day Cen.
Lot 315 Robins Blvd
(08) 8672 5644

Umoona Aged Care
Lot 89 Hospital Rd
(08) 8672 5605

National Indigenous Australians Ag.
(NIAA)
17/18 Paxton Rd. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 5077

Far North Health Advisory Council
C/- Coober Pedy Hospital
(08) 8672 5009

C.P, Community Correctional Centre:
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8672 3091

Coober Pedy Magistrates Court
Malliotis Blvd.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8672 5601

Department for Child Protection C.P
Lot 2501 Hutchison St.  Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 4555

Aboriginal Family Support Services
LOT 223 Giles St. Coober Pedy
(08) 8672 3066

Uniting Country SA
Paxton Rd
1300 067 777

TAFE SA
Adult education school
Hutchison St.  Coober Pedy
 (08) 8678 9000

Australian Red Cross
Non-profit organization
Unit 6/25 Hutchison St. Coober Pedy
 (08) 8100 5436

Coober Pedy Regional Times
Editor@cooberpedytimes.com
(08) 86725920

Updated Local Service
Provider Listings

SA schools term
dates 2021

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

1)  27 January – 9 April
2)  27 April – 2 July
3)  19 July – 24 Sept
4)  11 October – 10 Dec

Labour Day Mon, 04 Oct 2021

Christmas Eve Fri, 24 Dec 2021

Christmas Day Mon, 27 Dec 2021

Boxing Day Tue, 28 Dec 2021

Proclam. Day    Tue, 28 Dec 2021

New Year's Eve Fri, 31 Dec 2021

The Coober Pedy Regional Times will record a passing if we
hear about it, and particularly where families choose to have

their relative acknowledged or commemorated within the
town and it’s records.

Recording resident movement, particularly from the opal mining
sector, or from any sector can be important for our future records.

With social media playing a part in self publishing, information
does not always reach us. Entries or comments about a loved
one on social media are often lacking in important detail, and in
due course may be deleted.

If you have information about a past resident who may have made
a contribution (large or small) to Coober Pedy or the opal industry,
you may wish to have an article that recognises them in the Coober
Pedy Regional Times. You can send to the editor at
editor@cooberpedytimes.com

HOW TO REMAIN
PART OF YOUR

COMMUNITY
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SHOOTERS EVENTS

nbn grants open
for regional and

remote
businesses

across Australia
Applications are now open for the 2021 Innovate
with nbn™  Grants Program, with $95,000 in total

funding up for grabs to support regional and
remote businesses to drive the development and

adoption of their bright ideas.

Innovate with nbn™ - delivered in partnership with the
Regional Australia Institute - is looking for businesses that
are harnessing the benefits of the nbn™  network to
develop products or solutions that improve digital
participation, productivity or social outcomes for regional
and remote Australians.

Eligible businesses* are encouraged to apply for one of
the seven categories including: Agriculture, Arts,
Education, Health, Indigenous Business, Tourism and
Women in Business. The winner of each category will
receive a $10,000 grant. Each category winner will go
into the pool to become the overall winner and receive an
additional $25,000.

Applications are online. For more information and to apply
visit www.nbnco.com.au/innovatewithnbn

Applications close 30 November 2021.

Youngcare’s Home Support
Grants

The  Youngcare  Home  Support  Grants  are  available
for  individuals  aged  between  16  and  65  who  have
a  physical disability and who need essential funding to
either remain living at home or move back home from
inappropriate housing such as Aged Care.

The  Youngcare  Home  Support  Grant  provides  up  to
$10,000  ($20,000  in extreme situations) for essential
equipment, home modifications and services,  and
household items and utilities.

Youngcare’s Home Support Grant can provide funding
where there are critical gaps in an NDIS participant’s
plan, but there is still clear evidence of need. The grant
also seeks to bridge the gap in essential services and
support for families in need, during the transitional period
while they gain access to the NDIS.

For further information visit: https://
www.youngcare.com.au/what-we-do/grants/home-
support-grants/

FUNDING NOW AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT
SMALL COMMUNITY PROJECTS IN GREY

The Federal Government is providing a further $150,000
in funding for small-scale upgrades and new equipment
for community groups in Grey.

Expressions of interest are now open for Round 7 of
the Stronger Communities Programme, giving local gov-
erning bodies and community groups an opportunity to
nominate projects for grants of up to $20,000.

Federal Member for Grey Rowan Ramsey said the
Stronger Communities grants had been very important
program for regional communities and a regular winner
for Grey.

“I am always amazed at how much bang for our buck
we get by giving support for community-based organisa-
tions,” he said.  “They add volunteer labour, their own
finances and get great value for money.

“This latest funding injection will support up to 20 projects
across our communities, delivering an economic activity
by providing work to local businesses and adds. Even if
in a modest way to our recovery as we come out of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Previous rounds have brought $900,000 to Grey for
projects such as turning rubbish bins into historical land-
marks in Port Augusta, purchasing a marquee and secu-
rity fencing for the Port Lincoln Tunarama, restoring the
Edithburgh tidal pool, installing a disability access ramp
for the Burra Community and Sports Club and ensuring a
sustainable water supply to the Beltana hall to name just a
few.

“This type of investment brings people together by
strengthening social connections, building community par-
ticipation and delivering a brighter and more vibrant fu-
ture for communities.

“I strongly encourage interested organisations to con-
tact my office regarding projects important to them and
our community. Grants from $2,500 up to $20,000 are
available to cover up to 100 per cent of eligible project
costs, or up to 50 per cent of eligible project costs for
local governing bodies.”

Mr Ramsey said it is important to note Expressions
of Interest for applicants in Grey must be received
by his office by Friday 3rd December.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure,
Transport and Regional Development Barnaby Joyce said
the Government was continuing to back regional Aus-
tralia.

“Through the Stronger Communities Programme, our in-
vestments support local jobs, grow local economies and
deliver lasting infrastructure and much-needed equip-
ment,” the Deputy Prime Minister said.
“We are providing $22.7 million under Round 7 to deliver
investment in regional areas, support jobs to drive our
economic recovery, and ensure our regions remain great
places to live and visit.

“Our Government is continuing to back regional and re-
mote communities, providing opportunities for them to
get ahead and prosper into the future.”

Through the Stronger Communities Program, the Gov-
ernment has provided more than $135 million for projects
for community-building and job-creating projects across
Australia.

More information is available at business.gov.au/scp

Royce Cooper
Trenching at the
Shooting club ready for
the installation of
airlines for the turning
Targets

We’d like to thank
DCCP and EDL for the
2020 community
grants the material
purchased.

Thank you to Tina for
the use of the mini
excavator.

Above: Job complete
Left:  Thank you! Royce Cooper with John Di
Donna in 2008

SHOOTERS CLUB - ACTIVE
MEMBERS
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VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

Coober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters ClubCoober Pedy Shooters Club
Welcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and SponsorsWelcomes all new Members,     Visitors and Sponsors
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